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rally behind MPs in sleaze row 


CbristranWofrnai- 
and Frdii Abrams 








The Conservative Party, ree ling 
. from a fresh si eaze : onslaught, 
yesterday, went cmt tbeoffensive 
- rejecting fajtiier-casb-for-. 

questions allegations, while lev 
cal parties raffiad behind the MRs 
-at thecemreorftiie-scandaL \i 
. The four MPs wboare stanch 
ing - again,^~ TSm Smith;- Neil 
Hamilton, Sir Andrew Bd^deh 
and Michael Brown - seemed 
to retain ifr&sappart-of their 
constituencies; despite aH of 
them, admitting transgressing ; 
parliamentaiy rolesrandgrow- 
ing disaffection within the na- 
tional party, : " £ ... • 

One minister said: “There's'' 
.a reaf sense of frustration about 
what is gome ore A lot ofinyool- ■ 
leagues no. longer have an aw- : 
fid lot of sympaU^ with {hem. : : 
I deepfyiesent beiagmipticat- 
edby assodationT - .J . - 
JofmMajor, however, fbugfit 
off cfaans'that he had been c5ta- 
toryinsackmgMr.Smhh when 
it emerged titat he had ac^ptr 
ed nadedared payments from - 
Mohamed al Rffyed,the<iwierJ 
of Harrod&uTfce Pnme^Mirus^' 
ter. resj[Hmde(f : angri^ and . 
speedily by sitying ' had ; 

taken The. quicko^posable afe-V- 
tidn . 

ber 1994i he i^aIe|rt^to : ifR5 . 
fact tfaatMrSnBtii ti^ajUydor." 
Nortbem,IroraftdTmnlsfer,had 
accepted bundles o££5Q notes ' 
to askpariiaoaentmyqne^ns.- 
Despite Mr Major’s demal; < 
the damage to the lories* fust 
week pf the campaignhad been 
done and many of the; other ' 
■M sleaze aUegatiaiisreveakd in 
!eakedpapersfrom.Srr. Gordon 
Downed inquiry into the affair 
remained unchallenged. 



Under a cloud: Neal Hamilton preparing for ah Interview 
yesterdayat his Knutsfbrd HQ J Photograph: John Vbos 


Sir Gordon's criticism was 
seized on by Michael Heseltine, 
the Deputy Prime Minister. “It 
is increasingly obvious that Mr 
Tbny Blair and the editor of The 
. Guardian have been operating in 
tandem. I call on Mr Blair to con- 
firm that he respects the view of 
Sir Gordon Downey and joins me 
in condemning the actions of 7he* 
Guardian in selectively leaking 
evidence in contempt of Parlia- 
ment,’' he said. 

However, Labour steadfast- 
ly refused to condemn the leak 
and continued pressing for the 
publication of Sir Gordon's re- 
port , which Mr Smith also now 
backs but clearly it will now re- 
main locked away until the new 
Parliament resumes in May. 

Speakingon the BBC's One 
O’Clock News, Alan Rus- 
bridger, the editor of The 
Guardian, defended the publi- 
cation. “One of the nauseating 
aspects of this whole thing is that 
MPs have been confessing dis- 
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honesty in private, then going 
on television in public saying ‘I 


8 and 9 


am innocent, please vote for 


are. 


feeling surprisingly kindfy dis- 
posed to the MPs. Pat Smith, 
agent for Sir. Andrew Bowden, 
MP foriBrighton Keraptown, 
said “WIstotaDy^ and utterivsop- . 
port hint. We are abs olu te lycefr' 


faun, that 11 ishVcorrectWe 
'don’t neetLassufances, because 
we b&y&ka owir him ourselves 
fer^o Iongi "Wfehave had oiiei 
messageon the answerphone 
which.^ribviou^ a socialist;,, 
calling as scow andsieazebaUs, 
but throaty other messages 
hayebeefrexpresihg suppert” 

: The pnbncation of extracts 
by The Guardian tram th e evi- 
dence given toth einquiry be^ 
ing. held bySfrC&rdon ' 
infiiriated,hinj.:Sir Gordonis- 
- sued a statement saying: f I- de- . 
plore the action of certain 
newspapers and o ther in selec- 
tively teakmg.parts of the "evi- 
de ^_to ■ . ' 

be misleading because “oral' 
evidence taken in my inquiry, 
was itself subject to aproctssof 
corrisctiqn and- further expla- 


. nation by witnesses’". He did not 
say what Action would- be tak- 
en against, the newspaper, 
’ though he said xcs use of the ev- 
idence sentto it was “against the 
interests of natural justice’’ and 
“a contempt of Rritfament”. 

■ Mr Smith, io.a letter tpBet- 


,-said: “I believe this to 
be a denial of the fundamental 
.principle of natural justice and 
a contempt of Parliament and 
I should be grateful if you will 
let me know what action you are 
able to take in this matter.” 

The Guardian is deadyhop- 
. ing that" when Parliament re- 
convenes, a Labour-dominated 
Standards and Privileges Com- 
mittee would take a more le- 
nient view of its leak than the 
current one which has a Tbry 
majority of one. - 


Mr Major took the unusual 
step of sending over his No 10 
press secretary - supposedly a 
non-party political figure - to 
brief journalists on his version 
of events. Mr Major said that as 
soon as he heard of the allega- 
tions about four of his ministers 
in a private meeting - wirh 
Brian Hitchen, the then editor 
of the Sunday Express on 29 
September 1994 - he set up an 
inquiry conducted by Sir Robin 
Butler, the Cabinet Secretary 
Sir Robin reported back on 
17 October, the Monday after 
the Conservative party confer- 
ence, and after a bit more in- 
vestigation the following day, it 
was agreed that Tim Smith 
would have to gp. It was to have 
been announced later that 
week, and it was a “coinci- 
dence” that The Guardian pub- 
lished the stoiy on 20 October, 
the day Mr Smith resigned. 
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7 - >A. Palestinian suicide bomber 
^ “Bled two IaneGs and wound- 
. ed 47- yesterday when he ex- 
ir ipkided a bomb pai&ed with 
: • J nails . and ball-bearings at 
• - : : -lunchtime yesterday in a ca£e in 
: t; the.cemre of Tel Aviv- ; . . 

‘■'i ?■ The. attack, coining after 
•;Work started on a pfcw Jewish. 

satjemfan in Jenisalem^puis 
* j tte agreements between Israel 

• aaif tfa: Palestinians in doubt. 
Benjamin Netanyahu, kraeTs 

-rfthne Minister, accusetFYass- 

* er -Arafat Ihe Palestinian 
.leader of releasing from jap . 

Islamic leaders known to sop- 
-• pcotaticidc bombings- r 
. . The"bomb went off in the 
9 Apropos CoffeeHouse. on Ben 
•. <5urioij "Boulevard, m the cen- 
treoT&f Aib; at about 2.4Spm:- 
sre chil- 


fPurmt At least two of the in- 
jtudd'Were critically wouhded; 
It was the first suiade bombm 
more than a year, 

Israefi and Palestinian seen- 
rity officers met lastmgfat to tfis-' 
cuss the deteriorating security 
situation. • : V 

Israel is demanding the re- 
arrest of leaders of Hauras, the. 
Islamic militant org an is ati on 
which claimed responsibility 
for the attack. Mr Arafat may 
.find it. difficult to resist a der 
; maud! that; Hamas leaders who 
'prmsed the bMhbing at ralEes- 
m Nablus'and Khan Yunis, in 
Gaza, should not be reazrested. 

The bomber, who was blown 
apart: by jflie eagplosioa, is be- 
lieved to have comefroma vil- 
lage near Hebron which is 
; wwcr JbraeU.xsbiicroL Hebron 
yesterday saw the worst riots on 
the bank since last Sep- 
tember; as boys attacked Israeli 
soltfiers with stories. 




tlivv&ideathTuHngj 
i* . A judge ruled that food could 

T '0X Withdrawn from a 29tyear- 
:■ jr-ott WOn*an?suffeOTg a “livn^ . . 
”, ^ -vdeath”-, cvco though hex case. • 


Tbsco made its. largest ever ac- 


;i3aid down ^tfeeR®alCoDcgc v 
> K -i? , ^ Phy^rians. Paw 7 

*■ --- P T— - - • 



_630si for. .the Irish sujier- 
mart et businesses of Associat- 
es BritishEbods in. one ofthfi 
deak in IrisbcotiMrate 
Ksttity’ ^ ' *** 


Muslim leader warns of a 
new assault on US forces 


Eastern Afghanistan — From 
his guerrilla redoubt high in the 
mountains, of eastern 
Afghanistan, ;Ossama Bin 
. Laden - regarded by Washing- 
,. tori. as the West's most danger- 
ous Muslim fundamentalist 
(-enemy -has^ warned Amerkans 
.of a renewed onslaught against 
their forces in.Sauih Arabia. 

: In an interview with The In- 
dependent, the 44-year old bO- 
Honaire Saudi dissident who led 
an army of Arab fighters against 
the Sioviet occupation of 
jMgbanistan, claimed that he 


had now secured the support of 
mis for his 


thousands of Pakistanis _ 
jihad - holy war - against US 
.troops in the Gulf. He also ac- 
knowledged for the first tone 
that his guerrillas bad fought 
Street battles against US forces 
during the ill-fated UN mission 
to'Sdmalia. 

; He had, he said, sent fares to 
ffing Fahd and all main de- 
partments of the Saudi gov- 
ernment, informing them of 
hk determination to pursue a 
jihad against the Americans; he 
even claimed that some mem- 
bers of the Saudi royal family 
agreed with his demand to ex- 
pel -the Americans from the 
Gulf - ah allegation that will 
only heighten US suspicions 
that tome leading figures in the 
king dom covertly support the 
■dissident movement * 

‘ 1 spent the night in Bin 
Laden’s guerrilla camp &000 
feet up a’ frozen mountain in 


south-east Afghanistan as his 
Arab mujahedin , wearing cam- 
ouflage jackets and cowled in 
kuffiah scarves, patrolled the 
perimeter ridges armed with 
rocket-propelled grenades and 
automatic nfles. The road to the 
camp bad been gouged out of 
the cliffs and precipices by Mr 
Bin Laden's followers during 
their earlier jihad against the So- 
viet army; a few metres from 
me, a 20-foot high air raid shel- 
ter - cut for hundreds of metres 
through the rock of the moun- 
tainside - provided protection 
against aerial bombing. 

Mr Bin Laden himself, 
dressed . in a white turban and 
green robes with a Kalashnikov 
assault rifle beside him, sat on. 
the floor of a tent lit only by a 
sputtering gas bmp. He heaped 
praise upon the bombers who 
slaughtered 24 Americansin the 
Saudi bombings at Riyadh and 
Al-Khobax - “a great act in 
which I missed the honour of 
participating' , - and spoke in a 
chilling, almost inaudible mo- 
notone of his haired for the 
American "occupiers" of his 
country. His claim of Pak- 
istani assistance in his “holy 
war" will cause deep concern to 
Americans in Saudi Arabia, 
where tens of thousands of 
P akistanis live as immigrant 
workers. 

Astonishingly- is view of his 
previous threats against British 
and French troops in the Gulf 
- Mr Bin Laden claimed that 
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the armies of boih countries 
now provided only a “symbol- 
ic presence” in Saudi Arabia, at 
one point praising Britain for 
not occupying the Arabian 
peninsula during the First 
World V&r. 

He claimed that European 
nations were now distancing 
themselves from US policy to- 
wards Israel, singling om the 
European vote against Israel in 
the UN Security Council debate 
cm the new Jewish settlement on 
occupied Arab land outside 
Jerusalem. 

But if British and French 
troops in the Gulf can now sleep 
a little easier in their beds - in 
itself a doubtful premise - the 
Americans appear to face an- 
other spate of bombings. "This 
is the finr time in 14 centuries 
that the land of the two shrines 
[Mecca and Medina] has been 
occupied by non-Islaiuic 
forces," he said. 

“In the past, the Americans 
didn't meet with real resistance 
from Muslims because scholars 


working for the Saudi govern- 
ment misled the people by say- 
ing the Americans were 
providing them with protec- 
tion. But now, the Muslim na- 
tion understands the truth and 
Pakistanis have allied (hem- 
selves with us to expel the 
Americans: Pakistani religious 
thinkers are issuing fatwa 
against them." 

If Mr Bin Laden s view of 
America bordered on the ec- 
centric - at one point, he sug- 
gested that individual US stales 
might secede from the Union 
because of Washington's sup- 
port for Israel - his historical 


perspective was deeply dis- 
cthat 


iurbing. “We believe that God 
used nur holy war in 
Afghanistan to destroy the 
Russian army and the Soviet 
Union - we did this from the top 
of this very mountain upon 
which you are sitting - and mnv 
we ask' God to use us one more 
lime to do the same to .Ameri- 
ca. to make it a shadow of itself. 

But he was confident. “We 
also believe that our battle 
against America is much simpler 
than the war against the Sovi- 
et Union, because some of our 
mujahedin who fought here in 
Afghanistan also participated in 
operations against the Ameri- 
cans in Somalia - and they 
were surprised at the collapse 
of American morale. This con- 
vinced us that the Americans 
are a paper tiger." 

Full interview, page 14 
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Campaign for jailed Guards 
attacks lethargy on review 


A group campaigning for the early release of two Scots Guards 
who were jailed for life for toiling a Belfast man while on patrol 
today accused the Northern Ireland office of "dragging their feet" 
over reviewing the case. 

Supporters of soldiers Jim Fisher and Mark Wright have 
condemned civil servants and the prison service for “lethargy" in 
examining the case after High Court judge Mr Justice Girvan 
ordered a review of the sentence last December. And ex-soldier 
General Murray Naylor who is leading the campaign called on 
Northern Ireland secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew to release the two 
men before the General Election. Wright, 23. from Arbroath and 
Fisher. 2S. from Ayr. have been in custody since they shot dead 
unarmed Peter McBride while on patrol in the Province in 1991 
They were sentenced to life imprisonment after being found guilty 
of murdering McBride. The trial had heard that they thought the 
youth was carrying a coffee-jar bomb. 

The men's supporters say they have the backing of hundreds of 
ex-servicemen who have written to their MPs about the case. The 
release group is planning to send a delegation to Downing Street to 
hand over letters of support to the Prime Minister. 


Pupils at horror school disciplined 


Three pupils at the Ridings SchooL dubbed the worst 
comprehensive in Britain, were disciplined over allegations that 
workmen called in to repair broken windows were attacked, the 
headteacher said yesterday. Calderdale Education Authority 
confirmed an investigation had been launched into claims that a 
van used by the contractors was damaged. 

Peter Dark, headteacher at the Ridings in Halifax, West 
Yorkshire, said: "There was an incident on Wednesday when mud 
was thrown at a van by three children who have been identified and 
punished." He added: “Reports that a gang of pupils pelted the 
workmen with stones arc widely exaggerated." 

The three pupils involved were punished with sessions of 
detention. 


France salutes brave yachtsman 


A British lone yachtsman is to 
be awarded with France's 
highest medal of honour for 
bravery after he risked his life 
to save a rival Frenchman on a 
stricken boat. 

Pete Goss, 35. abandoned his 
position in a gruelling non-slop 
round-the-world race after he 
was informed Raphael Dinelli 
had sent out an SOS in the 
Southern Ocean. He changed 
course and headed for the 
floundering yacht 160 nautical 
miles away, and pulled Dinelli 
on board his 50ft vessel Aqua Quorum. President Jaques Chirac has 
nominated the former Royal Marine for the Legion D'Honneur, 
Fiance's highest accolade for bravery. He will be awarded with the 
medal on his return to France today. 

A spokesman for Mr Goss, of lorpoinL Cornwall, said: “He is 
very proud." Mr Goss is the only Bnion to have completed the 
Vendee Globe race, which set off from Les Sables D’Olonne four- 
and-a-hzif months ago. He is expected to finish 5th in the race. 


index of drug addicts to go 


Doctors will no longer be legally bound to inform the Home Office 
when they treat drug addicts, ministers have announced. Home 
Office Minister Tom SackviUe is to call on Parliament to abolish 
the Addicts Index, which ensures statistics on drug use are kept up 
to dale. Drug abuse pressure groups claim the system has collapsed 
because doctors are too busy to fill in the forms. The Government 
plans to dose the Addicts Index at the end of March. 

Mr SackviUe said: “Reliance for information on the nature of 
drug misuse will henceforward rest mainly on the Department of 
Health's Regional Drug Misuse Databases." The new system will 
not lessen the fight against drugs, Mr SackviUe pledged. 


Bomb scare on Air France jet 


Irish Army bomb disposal experts were yesterday examining a 
suspicious object found in the hold of an Air France Airbus 
diverted to Shannon Airport in County Clare in the west of 
Ireland. The aircraft was en route from Paris to Mexico City on 
Thursday night when the airline received a telephone warning. The 
object was found once passengers' luggage was identified, after the 
jet was mewed to an isolated area. Alan Murdoch - Dublin 


Glasgow sheds 70 in job cuts 


Glasgow City Council yesterday announced the loss of 70 jobs as 
part of cuts to urban community projects - more than 100 fewer 
redundancies than was feared. A rally outside the City Chambers 
was heavily policed, to avoid a repeat of last week’s stormy 
demonstration when 1,000 people tried to prevent the council 
setting its budget. Barrie Clement 


Master of the short story dies 


VS Pritchett, a master of the English short story, has died at age 
96. Pritchett died on Thursday at Whittington Hospital, said bis 
son, Oliver Pritchett. Knighted in 1975 for services to literature. 
Pritchett published more than 40 books of short stories, novels, 
essays, literary criticism, travel and autobiography. He was noted 
for his brilliant portraits of people in his stories and journalism. 

From 1926 he was a contributor to the left-wing weekly New 
Statesman. His books included a biography of the Russian writer 
Anton Chekhov and the travel book, Dublin: A Portrait. He edited 
the Oxford Book of Short Stories in 1981. AP - London 


Farmers get paid for sinking feeling 


A water company is to compensate fanners whose land has been 
affected by subsidence caused by groundwater extraction. Severn 
Trent Water's scheme will allow an independent panel of experts to 
assess claims for compensation. The new procedure has already 


been used to assess three test cases, resulting in payments being 
made.Tbe National farmers' Union has hailed the move. 
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OJ Simpson: Legal costs have stretched his resources. Now he may lose hfc home 


O J Simpson will face the ultimate indignity of be- 
ing turfed out of his Los Angeles mansion if he 
does not come up with mortgage arrears in the 
next three months, it emerged yesterday. 

A mortgage company has started foreclosure pro- 
ceedings against die former footballer and film actor 
because he has missed $86,000 in payments on his 
mansion in the exclusive suburb of Brentwood, ac- 
cording to yesterday's New York Post. 

Under California law, Simpson has 90 days to pay 
the money he owes to Hawthorne Savings, which fi- 
nanced the house. If he does no* pay, the company 
has the right to sell the property at an advertised pub- 
lic auction. 

The 'exclusive address - 360 Rockingham Avenue 
- means the two-storey Tlxtor-styie mansion, complete 
with driveway flanked by 2ft-high statues of Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs, would fetch millions. 

In 1995, Simpson was cleared in criminal court In 
1995 on charges of slabbing to death his former wife, 


Nicola ' Brown - Simpson, .and- her -friend Ronald 
Goldman in Los Angefesj in dune .1994. But he ‘ 
was ^ held Sable for ttraefeathsin chril court Otis.-. 

yeac'\ ! : : 

TheAsflfng of the mansion would, however, beoom- 
plicated by the $i 9m suit that Ron GoWmah’s lather L 
has Sed against Simps&n's home. Red Goldman, who 
pursued foe case againstSlmp^an a incivflcourt a f- 
ter his acguittal on criminal charges, wants any man-' 
eyfrom the sale of toe houseto go toward the $19m 
a cfvfl Jury awarded Wm In damages after finding that... 
•■Simpson w as f ogp onsibteforjly denttta,'^. 

Mr Goldman^ Ge*frhjm, 

optkmwr the BrerrtwobdesaatBu- ’j< 

. A review of court. rocorite.isbqwBd Goldman . was 
about 10th mfine of creditors to Whom Simpson was - 
I ndebted, the Bst Includes the lawyerewhorepceserted 
Simpson in both the criminal and civil trials. 

111 -' dam Gamer . 


Laker extends 
his reach for 
the sky 


■Si'm 


Paedophile priest 
is extradited 


Sir Freddie Laker, high-flying king 
of cut-price air fares. Is going up- 
market Yesterday, just over 15 
years after the banks pulled the 
plug on his original airline, he ex- 
panded his relaunched operations 
with a daily flight direct from 
Gatwick to Miami. 

Ever buoyant. Sir Freddie resur- 
rected his airline a year ago, with 
a limited transatlantic service. The 
new Laker Airways Inc is a private 
corporation, formed in 1995, and 
is owned jointly by Sir Freddie 
and a US businessman. 

Yesterday also saw the launch 
of a first class service on the air- 
line. Previously h is aircraft had an 
egalitarian one-class system. Sir 
Freddie shunned business and 
first class, insisting that telecom 
improvements would soon do 
away with the need for business 
travel. 

But the inclusion of this high- 
margin luxury service is a clear re- 
flection of the need to provide 
something more than just a cut- 
price flight in an increasingly com- 
petitive market 


flR 


PylfS 




Sir Freddie, 74, checked-in at 
Gatwick to join passengers on the 
first dally Miami flight 

He chatted to them as they 
queued to board and gave one 
unhappy traveller an instant £60 
cash handout from his own wallet 
to compensate him for difficulties 
he had had changing his tickets. 

Sir Freddie said: Tm thrilled 
this morning. It's taken me 15 
years to get back to a daily ser- 
vice. I’ve no time to feel bitter 
about what happened - that was 
yesterday. Now we are thinking of 
tomoirow and the day after, and 
planning new ways to expand." 


The paedophile priest Father Bren- 
dan Smyth was yesterday released 
from prison in Northern Ireland and 
immediately extradited to the Irish 
Republic to face 74 charges of sex- 
ual assault and indecent assault 

The failure of the attorney gener- 
al's office in Dublin over seven 
months in 1 994 to process the 71- 
year-ofd Norbertlne priest’s extradi- 
tion back to Northern Ireland led to 
the collapse of the last Irish coali- 
tion government and the departure 
as Taoiseach of Albert Reynolds. 

The West Belfast-bom priest was 
jailed for four years in June 1994 
after pleading guilty in Belfast to 17 
charges of sexual offences against 
five girts and three boys between 
1964 and 1988, among them three 
members of one family. 

The first extradition attempt was 
sought after he declined to make 
himself available to the RUC. 

Yesterday a crowd of 150 shout- 
ed abuse as a police convoy 
brought Smyth to and from the 
courthouse at Umavady, County 
Londonderry from Magilpgan 
Prison. The new charges referred 
to in the extradition warrants al- 
leged offences against 20 victims 
since 1969 Alan Murdoch, Dublin 


It’s Ddlywood as Tinseltown sees double 


Dolly the Sheep may already be a double - but can 
she act the part? The world's first cloned sheep is be- 
ing courted by TV and film companies anxious to sign 
up the woolly star. 

Staff at the Roslin Institue, in Midlothian, acting as 
Dolly's agent, have been inundated with requests 
from all over the world for the seven- month-old done 
to do everything from appear on magazine-style chat 
shows to staring in documentaries. Even Hollywood 
has expressed an interest 

“We knew there would be a lot of interest in Dolly 
from the scientific world, and we expected some from 
the popular press, but the response we got was over- 
whelming," said Dr Harry Griffin, assistant director at 
the institute. 

“We have had a wide range of inquiries from peo- 
ple looking to sign Dolly up, either to get her on their 


television show or do features on her,” continued Dr 
Griffin. "Some of the requests have been rather 
bizarre, but I don't want to offend anyone by going 
into great detail. Ail I am saying Is that I don’t think 
the world is quite ready for Dolly keyrings yet" 

Whilst the scientists are still reeling from the inten- 
sity of interest, Dolly is taking the stardom in her 
stride. "She seems a very happy, fairfy tame sheep 
and she is getting very the sight of photographers,” 
added Dr Griffin. 

20th Century Fox has contacted the institute to ask 
the scientists who bred the famous ewe from a single 
cell if they would consider being technical advisors 
on a film they have In the pipeline, in which cloning 
will play an important part in the plot Dr Griffin said 
he was keeping details of any offers firmly under 
wraps. dare Gamer 
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transport 

Jambuster plan to abolish 
road tax and petrol duty 


A radical “jambuster plan to scrap car and fuel taxes and rank* 
motorists pay an average £ 600 -a-year in road charges instead w» 
outlined vesterday. Drivers would pay an avenge of ll 'PP^? nL 
in charges which would raise about £30bn to improve roads and 
public transport, said a research paper from The Centre lor 
Economics and Business Research. . 

At this rate, it would cost an average car-owner with an annual 
total of 10,000 miles about fUOO each year. But £W0 of ttos would 
be offset by the abolition of the road fund licence and the duty 
element in the price of petrol, and roads could become virtually 

^ a TheMreport’s author. Professor Douglas McWffliaras. said roads 
had to be treated like any other public utility, with increased 
private-sector provision and charging for usage. He suggested 
investing part of the receipts from charging in improving the road 
system to increase its efficiency and environmental acceptability. 
Other rq ch from the funds raised could be used to improve public 
transport. . 

The Government is currently testing motorway tolling 
equipment, which is to undergo trials on the M3 in Hampshire, but 
there has still been no fi no decision on whether tolls will be 
introduced. 


HEALTH 

Wine buffs in teeth of a dilemma 

Wine buffs risk finding that ail they have left in their month is 
a sensitive palate, dentists warn today. Slooshing wine around 
the month like the experts do can cause serious erosion to tooth 

enameL , __ 

The British Dental Association highlighted the case of a 52- 
year-old wine merchant referred to Guy's Hospital, London. His 
teeth were so eroded that the fillin gs were protruding. 

The problem is not tooth decay caused by bacteria, but acid 
in. the wine eating away the enameL 
The wine merchant had began tasting wine professionally in 
1959, and had tasted an average of 30 wines a day. When he 
first went to Guy's in 1982, it was calculated that his teeth had 
been subjected to 245,000 acidic exposures over the previous 23 
years. 

Reporting on the case in the British Dental Journal, dentists 
from the hospital said tooth erosion was probably on 
occupational hazard of wine tast i ng. 

A small volume of wine is rinsed around the month to reach 
every area of the palate before it is spat ooL Unfortunately, this 
also soaks the teeth in acid. 



ENTERTAINMENT 


Cinemas enjoy blockbuster year 


Cinema attendances shot op last year Co 1 1 2.1 million - the highest 
for at least a decade. The record confirms a rise in the popularity 
of film and the reversal of the 1980s trend when the growth of 
the home video market meant fewer and fewer people bothered 
logo. 

Last year’s attendances were boosted by the popularity of films 
such as Independence Day, Mission Impossible and 101 Dalmatians. 
However, admissions dipped sharply in the fourth quarter of last 


year, with a 192 per cent fall on the third quarter. 
The Office for National Statistics, which release 


The Office for National Statistics, which released the numbers, 
also estimated there were 1,757 screens operating in 483 cinemas 
across Britain. 

But despite the rise in attendances, the new figures are still 
barely a tenth of those from cinema’s heyday in the 1930s and 
1940s, before the advent of television. 


RAILWAYS 


Private operator fails time test 


Punctuality rates plummeted on the crisis-stricken South West 
frains route last month. The private rail operator, ran by bus 
company Stagecoach, reached 74.1 per cent punctuality for its 
main line services, against its Passenger’s Charter target of 89 per 
cent. 

Its suburban service punctuality figure for February was 85.6 
per cent against its charter target of 92 per cent, according to 
figures supplied by the Office of Passenger Rail Franchising to the 
pressure group Sara Our Railways. 

February’s reliability figures were also below par on SWT It cut 
39 trains a day from 17 February because of a driver shortage 
and feces the threat of a £lm fine unless services improve next 
month. 

Main-tine reliability was 97.6 per cent; against a charter target 
of 99 per cent while suburban sendee reliability was 95.8 per cent 
compared with die charter target of 99 per cent. 


HOUSING 


Call for 200,000 new homes 

The Government should undertake to build 200,000 new homes a 
year on some of Britain’s most derelict land, according to the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. In a report highly critical of 
the main political parties, the institute asserts that bousing 
problems are being ignored. 

It argues that the next government must develop a unified 
housing policy, by increasing investment, to end housing ghettos. 
The RIBA president, Owen Luder, said; “Housing has alihut 


on housing as an investment. We need to give incentives to the private 
sector to provide imaginative housing solutions." Nicole Vsash 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first hatf of 1996 


TUNE IN T0 100 YEARS OF MUSIC ON 


103. 


sounding the 


FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF THE CENTURY RADIO 3 HIGHLIGHTS THE COMPOSERS WHO REFLECT THE VFTAUTY AND 
RANGE OF 20TH CENTURY MUSIC. ‘SOUNDING THE CENTURY 5 CONTINUES WITH ANDREW DAVIS 
CONDUCTING STRAVINSKY WEDNESDAY 26TH MARCH AT 230PM. ON RADIO 3. 
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iasoo Boonetto 

Crime Correspondent: 


into Pentagon 


rv-iv^u WUJJJIUC1 5u s 

ence was fined'yesteixiay ibr 
hacking imoUhrted Scales de- 
fence and missile systems' and 
re moving .'fifes on- artificial -in-* 


menL • ' . .i’s J: ' ] . ' ‘ . ’• 

Ric hardJ^yre-/ was_ only 16 
■when, he used a basic . £750 
computer from his bedroom in 
n orth- '.-London' -t6 . infiltrated 


A -some-df America’s top-second 
• 'tyestabUrfunents. 

Codenamed Da tas cream - 
ftyce, now 38, wasthe 
•^ect (^allegations in theUS 
Senate,., where the unknown 
'•qqT.was accused of “causing' 
more harm than tbe KGB” He 
•7 has also been described as ‘‘The 
Jmmber , one [■ threat to US 


^N^Uj^sqEdtor insisted|^-. 

prank” and! that the. teenager 
with just six months experi- 


ence had used information tak- 
' en off the Internet to break into 
the US networks. Lawyers be- 
beve the case shows the. extra- 
: ordinary lax -security deployed 
within USmflUary systems. 

: Prycewas, fined £1,200 plus 
£250 cost yesterday after plead- 
ing guilty to 12 chargesof gain- 
ing unauthorised access to 
computer. systems in March 
and April 1994. He has now 
dropped his . interest in com- 
.pu^infevoiffofadoubtebass 
which he studies, at the Royal 


College of Music in London. 

The fitst that Pryce's parents, 
Nick and Alison, knew of their 
son's activides was when mem- 
bers of Scotland Yard's Com- 
puter Crime Unit arrived at the 
home in Colindale, north Lon- 
don, to arrest him. 

Bow Street Magistrates’ 
Court heard that Pryce man- 
aged to hack into the Grifiss Air 
Force Base in New York, where 
it is alleged he downloaded 
material about artificial intelli- 
gence and battlefield manage- 


ment systems. He also broke 
into the Lockheed Space and 
Missile Company in California. 

The systems he was said to 
have obtained access to in- 
cluded those for ballistic 
weapons research, and aircraft 
design, payroll, procurement, 
personnel records and elec- 
tronic mail. The infiltration 
lead to allegations that a spy had 
managed to infiltrate secret in- 
telligence data. 

His hacking was described as 
an example of a growing and se- 


rious threat to US national se- 
curity in reports and testimony 
to a Senate committee by the 
US General Accounting Office. 

Some of the more outlandish 
allegations about the effects of 
Pryce’s hacking exploits were 
later seen as an attempt to ob- 
tain extra funding. Indeed. US 
officials, later insisted that Pryce 
had be unable to access any 'se- 
cret information. 

Despite these claims it is un- 
derstood that the British au- 
thorities were considering using 


3 Public Immunity Certificate, 
a gagging order, to cover part 
of the hearing, but decided not 
to bother after the more serious 

charges were dropped. 

Geoffrey Robertson QC. for 
the defence, said that, what the 
Pentagon had at first suspected 
a European spy-ring later dis- 
covered was a 16 year old in 
north London. “He was riding, 
rather than surfing, the Internet. 
He made no profit and there 
was no subversion of defence 
svstems.“ he said. 


IN TOMORROW’S 


iEVDEPENDENT 


Five great sections for 
the very best in 
Sunday journalism 




THE GOSPEL 
TRUTH? 

Patrick Cockbum reports 
from Jerusalem on 
sensational new research 
which could change our 
understanding of the 
Easter story 

PLUS: 

GIRLS BEHAVING 
AFFLUENTLY 

The battle for the 
female pound 

GOODBYE TO 
ALL THAT 

Douglas Hurd looks 
back on his last week in 
the House of Commons 

TIBET COMES TO 


li vKi3»u*i7ik 


Hollywood's love affair 
with the Dalai Lama 

SI 

Read our six-page 
spring property guide 








Ran deep Ramesh . " 

Transport Correspondent 

The Reverend ; Wpbeit Vere 
Awdiy, who created TJirtmas the 
Tkok Engine. . died ; yesterday 
aged 85^fooxt than hatf a cen- 


booksfores. v . v-- 

sti^m^^rathe ; 

set, his books about talking, - 
puffing locomotives : still . en- 
trance millions of children and . 
have ended up on the stock mar- 
ket in a company wortb£30ih: 

The author dfcd attiis mod- 
est Edwardian terrace in 
*Siroudpfou<*!s^^ where 
she had been bed-ridderi for 
some tme. He retired from 
writing in 1972 after tbfr first 26 
booksm tbe series.and the role 
was taken oyer by his fori 
Christopher: '- 
Thomas was. his most fa- 
mous creation. Bat his book 7h<? 
Three Raihi-ay Engines centred 
on three engines, Edward* Got:. . 
don and ’ Henry ; and their 
trundlings over the island of 
Sodor-amythk^ccinsm^st- 
ualed near Barrow-ip- FUrness. • 
The 4(H>ootei have fold more 
than TO miUion copies world- 
wide and been .brdadcsst . in 
Japaneseand German, ^y* 

In where;- children'; 

oouW bla&t aliens or surf the In- - 
ternet, ibahy .still ^hdose to" 
turn the pages of tbe hooksaad ; 
tune in to the televised version 

olWoridcfThomas the Tank Ertr ' 


gine, narrated by the former 
• Beetle Rango Stair. 

- /.‘•“It.is. a greiit tribute to 
Awdiy, how .popular his books 
still are. Wfc had aThomas the 

sad wehacfmoie Uian 4CUW?) 
people turn ip ”; said ' -Dferer 
. Hdpkin, bead o£ : library nnd 
archive coffectibra at the Na- 
tional Railway Museum in 

York. . 

. Perhaps the 

books* success can be'fouad in 
their origins.. The first tales. 
Weremeam toenwrtain ins son, 
Christopher, during a bout of 
measles. When Mr : Awdiy’s 
; wife noticed the stories scribbled 
oh the backs of Mother’s Union 
circulars she got them sent to 
a 'literary agent Overnight in 
1945, Thomas steamed up the 
publishir^g express line to a 
runaway success. 

- And so Henry, .the Green 
Eagine, Gordon the Blue En- 
gine, Thomas^ the' Fat (and 
Thin) Controller dune" to life. 
The slim blue volumes were ea- 
gerly snapped dp for children 
deprived of fresh publishing 
and writing during the war 
years. ' 1 

The delight of millions of par- 
ents and rfmdren did not escape 
cri t ic ism and controversy. 

The-books.wtere accused of 
racism, with references to the 
sooty black engines, and of sex- 
ual. stereotyping, with macho 
■ hero engines and passive, (or. ar- 
gumentatiye) carriages named 


Stated up: Children (above) in Hamleys, London, which has a Thomas the Tank Engine section, and a cover (left) Photograph: Kalpesh lathigra 


WIZARDRY OF OZ 

The British boffin who 
has solved one of life's 
great mysteries - why a 
boomerang comes back 

AND THE 
WINNER IS ... 

David Thomson's 
unique guide to next 
week's Oscars 

THE SUNDAY 
PREVIEW 

Full seven-day TV listings 


IT IS. ARE YOU? 


' after women (Annie and Clara- 
bel>. . 

Many experts on the modem 
railways saw Mr Awdiy as a rel- 
ic of yesterday's network. One 
spoof, wrirten in Modem Rail - 
ways, a trade magazine, was a 
pastiche replete with Rastafar- 
ian diesels and "socially rele- 
vant" locos enlivened with 
mock-medieval phrases. 

The criticism was not always 
fair. The more recent books - 
written by Christopher Awdiy- 
did incorporate British Rail 
engines and featured tbe the ex- 
press I25s in later stories. And 
Mr Awdry's influence was ac- 
knowledged by Lord Uoyd- 
Wfebber as. important in the cre- 
ation of bis Starlight Express 
show. 

. • Mr Awdiy remained a keen 
railway enthusiast and eventu- 
ally became president of the 
Dean Forest Railway Compa- 
ny. Tbe group, which reopened 
a line in Gloucestershire, 
named one of its three steam lo- 
comotives Wilbert after the au- 


thor: The train' became the 
subject of the 38th book in the 
Thomas tbe Tank Eagine series, 
Wilbert the Forest Engine, writ- 
ten by Christopher Awdiy. 

A spokesman for the group 
said: “He used to come down 
here to sign his books, and he 
seemed to be involved with al- 
most every rail-preservation 
group going. 

"He'd been a long-standing 
enthusiast of the railways and 
it seemed quite a common 
thing for men of the doth to be 
interested m that sort of thing. 
It’s a great shame and a sad 
loss." Asked why rail and 
church, an odd coupling, were 
his passions, Mr Awdiy said: 
“Both had their heyday in the 
mid-nineteenth century; both 
owd a great deal of Gothic-style 
architecture, which is expensive 
to maintain; both are regular- 
ly assailed by critics; and both 
are firmly convinced they are the 
best means of gening man to his 
ultimate destination." 

Obituary; page 22 
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Nick Harris 

Robbie Fowler could be in 
trouble with the football au- 
thorities after he became tbe 
strikers’ striker with a show of 
solidarity for 500 sacked liver- 


Fowlm-reveafing bta T-shirt Photograph: Allsport 


Cup-Winners' Cup match on 
Thursday. 

Fowler, 21, reported to have 
recently signed a new contract 
worth £20,000 per week, lifted 
. his Liverpool shirt after scoring 
■ his second goal in the 3-0 vic- 
tory against Norwegian team 
Brann Bergen, to reveal a T- 
Shirt underneath which read: 
“500 Liverpool dockers sacked 
since 1995." Hie slogan refers 
to dock, workers sacked in in- 
dustrial disputes by the Mersey 
Foils and Harbours Authority. 

Rules laid down by Uefa, the 
sport’s governing body in Eu- 
rope, prohibit players from 
.wearing political slogans or 
logos and a^okeswoman said 
yesterday: “We are waiting bn 
the reports from the match of- 
ficials, and then the matter will 
be discufoed on Tuesday to see 
if There will be any further ac- 
tion.” 

in Liverpool yesterday, 
Fowler and team-mate Steve 
McManaman, who provided 
the shirt, were being hailed as - 
heroes by dock workers. 


Bobby Morton, a spokesman 
for Merseyside Port foop stew- 
ards, said: “Our reaction to- 
Robbie Fowler’s display was one 
of delight as we've suffered an 
effective media blackout on 
this issue, and now it's in the 
oews.” 

He added: “Robbie Fowler 
and Steve McManaman are 
both local lads, they both come 
from working class families, 
and we’re glad of their support." 

Mr Morton also said Fowler 
and McManaman had made fi- 
nancial donations to the sacked 
workers’ hardship fund. 

However, Fowler’s employers 
took a dim view of politics on 
the pitch. “We will be pointing 
out to all our players that com- 
ments on matters outride of 
football are not acceptable on 
the field of play ” a statement 
by Liverpool Football Club 
said. “While players are free to 
have their own opinions, Uefa 
rules discourage any show of 
support during matches " 

There is little precedent in 
such cases, although the Swiss 
national side were cautioned by 
Uefa in 1995 after wearing a 
small flag on their kits saying 
“Stop Jacques Chirac", in 
protest at France's policy cm the 
testing of nuclear weapons. 
No fine or further disciplinary 
action was taken. 
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Now were reduced the price of a Macintosh Perform;!.'" its 
even easier to make your dreams a reality. Rum just 
- ;• -, t £1.299 line VAT it s a ieaily-u>iLse. plug-in 

pg . ' ; . |gppf ~ and switch-on astern - with all the 

I j uimniings. flowered by PowerPC" 

S D T 1 i|B| ' ; with all the software you 

'." = need, from spreadsheet 

g applications and wird- 

8 J processing to games and 

l educational titles. That's a 

Ngh^J CD-ROM drive and 

• v- ^ foil stereo sound, so you can enjoy 

the best in multimedia. And all die latest 
^ models are Internet ready, with a modem included 

« as staniianl. in tact, we've given you ei enxliing you once 
dreamed of - ar prices that are absolutely real. 
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Tories accused of tobacco 

Government deal allows addictive chemical cocktail to be > addet 

... ^ . — i inrfiisin/ mme clean about their re la rnmmoos Fhd 


Conn Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Tories Iasi night were ac- 
cused of gftina a “pay-off” lo the 
tobacco industry by concluding 


co barons during the election. Government and the industry. 
The deal, allowing the in- which is a significant donor to 
dustrv to continue putting Tbry funds. This is probably the 
around 600 additives in tobac- pay-off." 

a>prcduct^£ppedoutm ^ Oepanmem of^^ 


come clean about their rela- 
tionship with the tobacco in- 
dustry and hew much money 
they receive from them, he 

said, m . 

The former prime minister, 

_ _ _ umc nald 


It followed the publication of 
the cross-party Commons Pub- 
^ Accounts Committee rc- 
^rTshowmg that U was 
“dismayed by the nse m teen^f 

smS^ in breach of *e mr- 


cused of gjvins a “pav-ofT lo the co product&^tis slipped out m A ueparanent « The former prime minister the Government 

tobacco industry bv concluding a written Commons answer spokeswor^^d^aooiuv« Mawret Thatcher, was paid g The Health of the 

a voluntarv icn-vear deal on ad- hours before the : House rose on “SJtevSSbc lowered arSS^PO.OOO a year as aeon- eommlnee noted 

ditives which campaigners said Thursdaymghifor the election abletfoe sai^Thire are no real sultan i for Pl^ Morra Mari- Government had faded 

rj5ss£*iss»® SsiagssESs 

The tobacco industry is one “The additives can release the er tar Sf“* ,wnh. 70th birthday party in Vfesh a rise in the pro - 


hooked on the habit. 

The tobacco industry is one 
of Lhe big backers of the Toiy 
Partv election fund, and Ian 
Greer Associates - at the cen- 
tre of the cash-for-questions 
scandal - acted as one of the 
lobbvisis in the past. 

The deal threatens to re- 
open the controversy over the 
relationship between the Con- 
servative Party and the tobac- 


: $W-' 

' M 
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“The additives can release the 

nicotine in the tobacco which 

makes it more easily ab- It b counter-productrve^ 
sorbable. You can argue that Chns Smith, Labour 
some of these additives are de- spokesman on 
signed to keep the smoker nutted to banning totacoa ad 
hooked," said a spokeswoman verustng as part k"*” 
^h.theanti-smoidngcatn- — 

“It is another example of the curb the rise in WMJg-* 
cosy relationship between the mg. "The Conservatives must 


^JSKKSSK 

erstend^nhale more deeply. ^^DC Thefflcher^S- and it had seen a nj m the pro- 
It is counter-productive." mgmn DC- iue i oauu. portio a of smokers m this age 


ingtouDCThe^tcherRiun- okers in this age 

daUon raised £l-5m. . l 2 oercenL 

Mr Smith wrote to Brian Manufactur- 

Mawhinncy, the Tory Party Assodation was unable to 
Chairman, mid a former heaiih - de 0 f the additives 

minister, this week calling fo P L -There is nobody here 
him to disclose details of the do- that," said a 

nations from the tobacco n.- 
d us try to party funds. ™ 


“It is another example of the curD trie nse m dusoy to party funds. spoK«w«— 

co^ relationship between the ing. "The Conservatives must dustryiopu. 

History of cash and support 

. , .u„ TnHn^- nies traditionally dominated the 


Lady Thatcher: Support 
from Imperial Tobacco 


Paul McCann 

The Conservative Party has a 
long history of receiving cash 
and assistance from tobacco 
companies, especially during 
general elections. 

Since just before the last 
election the party has been giv- 
en at least £500,000 from the in- 
dustry according to Labour 
Research, a trade union-fund- 
ed research body. 

Lord Hanson's Imperial To- 
bacco gives £100.000 every year 
to the party while Ro thm a ns In- 
ternational gave £100,000 be- 
fore the last election. Labour 
Research cannot be sure that 
the Tories do not also receive 


funds from the tobacco indus- 
try through overseas sub- 
sidiaries it cannot track. 

British- American Tobacco 
has said it does not donate to 
actual parties in the UK, but has 
admitted to funding right-wing 
think tanks. Lord Hanson s 
support has been specially 
strong, although he is under- 
stood to have become disillu- 
sioned with the party since it 
ousted Mrs Thatcher as leader. 

At the last two general elec- 
tions, Imperial turned over as 
many as 2,000 poster sites id the 
Tories as soon as the election 
was called- Because cigarette ad- 
vertisers are banned from using 
television, the tobacco compa- 


nies traditionally dominated the 
outdoor advertising market and 
had the best-positioned hoard- 
ings signed up in long-term 
deals. This gave the Tones a con- 
siderable advantage when the 
scramble to book sites started. 

The links between tobacco 
companies and the Tories in- 
clude paid MPs. Sir Jim Darter, 

n. if a main nar- 


viser to the same company. 
Former Home Secretary Ken- 
neth Baker is a non-executive 
director of Hanson pic. 

After the last general election 
the Tobacco Manufacturers As- 
sociation, the industry’s repre- 
sentative body, renegotiated its 
voluntary agreement with the 
government on the reg ulation s 


LUUUaii iv. j, — a i - - 

£10,000 to £15,000. Rothmans 
pays Harold Elletson. Conser- 
vative MP for Blackpool North 
£10,000 to £15,000 as an advis- 
er while Nirj Deva. Conserva- 
tive MP for Brentford and 
Isleworth takes no fee as an ad- 


to cut back its spending on ad- 
vertising on pesters by 40 per 
cent and agreed to take down 
posters from anywhere near 
schools. It also agreed to re- 
move its advertisements from 
magazines read by young 
women under the age of 24. 
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When mi* flr«t hoard about personal 

. . CPe that could efnJu^ytfly 
Sj bum l*** nt *ioft»,eietho» 1 gf 1 tit WBm 
$1 a leg-pul. 

But ids true — now you can use your 

personal CD player ki the car or on the 

move without the music missing a beat 
Al our AnfrShock CD players store 
music in advance, so ff the <fec skips, 

it ptays the stored music reteact 
®o you never hear the hiocupl 


ON PERSONAL STEREOS 





SAftfYO 

CDP385 

PERSONAL CD PLATER 
WITH REMOTE 
CONTROL RADIO 

• Mains adaptor. 

• Rechargeable batteries 
with built-in charger. 

W&sfE&sa £11939. 
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| DtSCMAN wrm CAR 


Dixons Deal 
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COMPLETE 

WITH REMOTE B(c , l1irc) 
CONTROL RADIO Bl <d I LU d =3i3* 

V I H i 


I •Beft-ctp. 

i « Auto stop. 
fcvsJOfB Price £7isa 
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1 SAVE 
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All companies now 
under siege in US 


David Usbovne 

New York 

The once-invulnerable tobacco 
industry is under siege in the 
United States in the rake of ad- 
missions try the Liggett Group, 
that smoking can be lethal and 
tha t it has marketed cigarettes 
to children. 

David Kessler, the former 
head of the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration, turned the spot- 
light yesterday on the practice 
of luring children into the nico- 
tine habit. California, mean- 
while, unveiled a $22m (£13.6m) 


ItlbVJJIUIl UUU ““ - — — 

rising campaign that aims to v3- 
tify the cigarette companies. 

Now cast as the turncoat of 
his own industry, Bennett 
LeBow, the owner of Liggett, 
was expected to release a per- 
sonal statement acknowledg- 
ing past sales efforts aimed at 


the 22 US states that are.suing 

the entire industry for bflMons erf 
dollars in damages for th e cost 
to taxpayers of treating victims 


A court hearing is set for 31 
March for the other four main 
companies to seek to 
prevent Liggett from handing 
over potentially explosive doc- 
uments to -help the states pur- 
sue their lawsuits. • The 
documents threaten to demon- 
strate that the companies col- 
hided over three decades to 
cover up what they knew about 
the addictive and medically- 


i £ 9.99 


policy. “Liggett condemns this 
practice and will not market to. 
children," a draft of it said. 

Mr LeBows statement will 
serve as a dramatic personal 
postscript to Liggetfs historic de- 
cision on Thursday to settle with 




Liggett has already released 
to the media some excerpts 
which it believes are not sufcgect 
to any court restraining order. 

One 1966 document debates 
witholding i nfo rmation about 
the caocerasks. “Howfar would 
publication affect the likeli-' 
hood of proceeding? being in-' 
stituted?" it begins. “In the 
short term it is obvious that non- 


have no practical erred, unless , 
and until it became know, that 

but Lad notheeri p UblisherT . . 


Mr Kessler, who until his re- 
cent resignation drove efforts by 
the US government to subject 
cigarette sales to strict controls, 
predicted widespread public dis- 

gostwth the revelations now be- 
ing made by liggeiL ■ 

“For one of the major tobac- 
co companies to admit that 
they marketed to children, that's 
striking," he said yesterday. ”1 
think it will make the overage 
person just angry. 

Brown & Waiiamsop, the 
number-three producer in the 
US and a subsidiary of London- 
based British American Tbbac- 

rr, icinmtnirwilh PhillD M 


and RJR Nabisco to try to 
imise the damage from the 
Liggett move. The credibility of 
Liggett will be attacked be- 
cause the company joihed the 
whole indmaiy in telling Con- 
gress in 1993 that cigarettes 
' were not addictive. 

“It does not take a rocket sci- 
entist to to see that testimony of- 
■ fered for the first time as pan 
of a settlement arrangement 
_ will have a credibiKty prob- 
, - km," claimed David Bernick. a 

lawyer representing Brown & 
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• Super basa. 

• 3-way auto-raveree- 
ln-«lane Pries £2939. 


Panasonic 




Annabel Fp iT h i ian 
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Liggetfs admission that ciga- 
rettes do cause cancer and are 
addictive is likely to boost the 
cause of people in this country 
who are trying to sue . the 
tobacco manufacturers. 

Twenty three people, all suf- 
fering from lung cancer and 
aged from their mid-50s to their 
early 70S, are suing GaHahers 
and Imperial Tbbacco for not 
warning them of the dangers of 
smoking when they took it up. 

They are being represented 
on a t 4so-win t no feer basis by 
solicitor Martyn. Day, as legal 
.aid has been turned down. The 
cases are expected to come to 
court in about 18 months’ time: 

Mr Day said yesterday:^ “This 
admission will help us to prove 
to the courts in the UK that the 
firms knew the truth but refused 
to accept it for public relations 


reasons. The UK and US firms 
have always actedtogether in is- 
sues of health and maintained 
a unified position - this is the 
start of the facade cracking. It 
is'now likely that many more 
peqple will jump on the band- 
wagod of taking legal action 
against them." 

The admission by Liggett 'was 
also welcomed by the British 
Medical Association, Ash (Ac-; 

Gmccr^^^Campa^rald 
die B ritish Lung Fbundation. / 
' Dr Sandy Nfecara, drairman 


■bacco indu^iyis being ftsoedto. 
come dean about itsinarfeeting 
tacticaTbday^yotmgpeoplesr& 
being cyniraily exploited - and 
tirefr&ture endangered." 

AxnandaSancHord, asp<i£s- 
woman' for Ash, said: 'After; 


tobacco-industry is firiallybeiog 


forced.toadrair thatnieptine is 
highly addictive and that smok- 
ing causes '.'cancer and other 
diseases." •* 

Dr John Moore-GDlon, chair- 
. mm of the British Lung Foun- 
dation, said: “Liggett 's move is 
Lflcely to be motrvated by cyni- 
calbusiness calculations rather 
than a miraculous conversion to 
decent dvihsedbehaviour. But 
• whatever the reasons,; this is a 
. great step forward for people 
; damaged by senofeing and for the 
: ’ minions Of ! children not .yet 
hooked on the habit." 

And Jean King, head of ed- 
: ucation at lheCKC>said: “This 
represents a remarkable U- 
turuby the'tobacroindustry and 
^ vindicates the strong stand that 
, agencies like the CRC have tak- 

en for many years now - often 
in the fece of aggressive, almost 
: - trolly-boy tactics - byreigarette 
■ irianufeeforeis:"^ " ' " 
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THE BENEFIT OF HAVING ABS AS STANDARDS^® 
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' across tire road after the ball. You stamp on the brakes and... Lets just say that ifyou’ve got ABS. © 

- voiir wheels wont lock up, you wohYbegin to skid; and you should be able- to steer around the 1 FLU V E,^< 1 IX/l TlW^i 

■■'• ' ,_—••• • j * a ]i Vprfras doesn't mean we fit a standard system. On the contrary, ours is an advanced four-channel ABS that monitors each wheel 

. child. But just because, we fit ABS as standard on Vectras. maximum conVol no matter what the road conditions. IFyou'd like more information on the Vectra, and 

A' t he three year 36,000 mile warranty: caU 0800 455 466 and a grown-up will be happy to explain 
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LAUNDRY 


SAVE £ e150 


HOTPOINT 


1100 Spin 
SSJ&k’* ‘Aquarius' 
Auto was her 



\'/$ppfC£r'\ TELEVISIONS 

SAVE- -300 




S Aquarius wash 
system plus. 

\ m Intelligent care 
’ ■ Time saver 
■ Class Awash 
performance 

Model WM63. 
In-store Price f ■199.99 
AVAILABLE IN 

Fg NATURAL LINEN. 

W\ MERCURY AND 
■ I POLAR COLOURS 


I 


FASTER 





VOUCHER PRICE 


30 £ 


399. 



PHlLCOnas 

Auamashtr 
Model WM1C005E. 

m-siote Puce 06959. 

BJTKBKmSOTSUTS 


1 1000 Still fatronk 1 
voucher pwct 


PHILCO hzes 

AutOnAlw 

Model WM 1201 St 
in-flotc Price £379 99 

Btnaw<uansun> 


£249.39 


0 Spin 'Ecotrorac' 
VOUCHER POKE 

£269.35 


HOTPOINT 9200 Spin ’Aquarius' 
Aucowasher KR8E camrspcaa 

Model WM 14. PpBl RNA 

W»D?MS nLllid/Moo 

Was £33*99. U£U Ml tAJ2 

Was 099.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 







.... ♦. n-i 


f* 




PR/CE ATTACK 



12 MONTHS LfflBt 



SONY 

VOUCHER PRICE | 


PRICE ATTACK 


MONTHS 

LATER 


■tOMoean 

displays. 


f 649.99 

MATSUIarR«no«ca*iinv. 

" 49an '“ b,, m °yraH 



CREDA ESBSaiOW Spin EmwaSi' 

Autacvasher VOUOtBI "“CT 

Model <7066. tn-rtwc 
Pik* £399 99. BUT HOT 
WYtMOUPgUra 

HOTPOINT law Spin feyu nW AtfnwWw 

Aquanusmash MSNB CURRYS PMCE 
jyram 

Model WM25. 

WasWSftW 

Waj 13 »W9. Was £3?9 99. 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 


£27955 


arts’ Autmariar 

CURRYS PRICE 

£34959 


WHITE KNIGHT7tt.u-tt.on* 

2 heat settings. HS3JR tRWOW^Rtt 

Model 311. affi AA 

was £13959. Mill fMgoq 

h-flore Price £109 99 Uti-A **«3 



£15955 


■ . •> •. - . ■ . Zrvm 

*s£t%'SLih*. *•-*- * *»-*- « • ’ ** - " ** ' 

SAVE s <170 


THOMSON n-NuatiYWH 


pHIDPSjri 


PRICE ATTACH 


HITACHI 2T NCM»IttwT»WftN W* 

si«» vtaw warn 

Model 2166. VP1 lTQ„ 

Instore Price £3«J9. Mill {34*1 M 

■rMwinoEUB EXI *■"»•** 



Uriel 2BWKE. 
ntCUSSLlMMT 



DISHWASHERS I ON A RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 


SAVE to £120 






>%-3 


HOTPOINT 

Full Size ‘Aquarius' 
Dishwasher 

■ Adjustable upper basLeL 

■ 8 programmes. 

■ Hot-air drying. 

Model DF23P. 

In-Store Price £449.99. 


VOUCHER PRICE 

tMH £34955 


find a lower price for the 

same product and offer. 

complete, new, boxed and 
in stock in a local shop 
within 7 days of purchase 
and we’ll match it 


WE’LL NEVER 
BE BEATEN 



VIDEOS 
attack I SAVE 


y £ 80 


107,3 






Vsi 




q\JA^ 




J Vi- 

Long Play Video with 
Video PI us and TOC 


CURRYS PRICE 


ff/Ml REFRIGERATION 


SYSTEMS 


»^ 1 SAVE 


UP TO A 
TOTAL OF 


£140 IMiMSAVE 


IfideoPlus and PDC 
for easy, reliable 
programming. 

Model HRJ230- Was £229.99. 


£19099 


CHER BOS TODAY 


INGERSOLLl 


PRICE ATTACK 


PRICE ATTACK 


CANDY Funs, 

Model C41 00. 
EvKorePnCe £3*959 

BUY NOW PAY 
6 MONTHS LATHI 


BB-Ottmadiir 

vouarntma 


3 £23955 


BOSCH Full S he tologl criDMTwa^-: 

Model SM5601 2. 1W 
In-swrePnce £51939. J IMl 

BUY NOW MY ft Ml] flTJM 
12 MONTHS LATER Hi XI t *** lJJ 





PRTCE ATTACK 


BEKOsom. 

Skrtfn Bectnc Cooil 
■ Separate wen 
and aril. 




CANDY 


Automatically 
tunes Into your 
IV channel*. 
Model VX950. 
Wat £13939. 


SANYO WM MOW Sneo VMM -M 
tiMtePbia— irac voocmr me 

WliU A IA 


PRICE ATTACK 


9.8 cu.fL Fridge 
Freezer 

■ 5.7 cu.ft. fridge. 

■ 4.1 cu.fl. freezer. 

■ Tillable shelves. 

■ Auto defrost 
Model CCM28F12G. 
In-Store Price £399.99. 



MATSUIn 

MMiVktafto 
Model VP9501. 

Wat £18939. 
Itv4im Price £179.99. 


44tadtoo9nqi«tto 

HVOOCHERIWCE 


£16955 


SONY 44MSMrtte* MOW Snno 
MriaowMbWhoncB wnvcommci 
MMWSWE7HL pSH VA 

9 MONTHS BUSIEST THEE OPIWIr 


PRICE ATTACK ' ' 




CRE DA 50c m Sot-In G as Cooter 

■ Fully sealed burners IMV 

■ ietHRreDwnandTilLffJfJl T /lfl 
Model CAPRI 4120219 (/TlM 
In -stote Price £39939 1U4 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LAIBt 


STOVES EHiraa 

50cm Slot-in Gas Cooker. Finished 
In Brass and Racing Green 
□ Separate oven and grill. ■ Fully sealed 
hotplate. ■ Aho available in Blue and Red. 
Model NEWHOME 502GS 
Wat £W9 95 VOUCHER PRICE 

In-store Price _ 

£44959 M ^ 


belling mm™?. 

Hk»gala.BKWC0Qte|Ffg , JI COj 

Model 62S WAS IS*S39. RU R 11 fTVV 
lintcie Prwe £69999 n A4 

BUY NOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATER 



IF*** 


M 


MATSU, b mu 

V V 1.1 CD Micro HFP WW 

■u |g III ■ Programmable VE1 

fl ■ 111 CD pl ayer. ffllj 

■ Tone controL ■**“ 
Model M OH 550. Wat £99.99. 


VOUCHER PRICE 


UltraCompKt 
■ CURRYS PUKE 


£289 


MATSU I I 

Ultra Compact 
CD Micro W-R 

■ Digital tuner. 

■ Remote control. 
Model MCH 650. 
Wat £11959. 


u f 69 s 9 

99. 

o 

m o—nrtta 

3 i 89 m 


AIWA Dolby Pro-Logic 

CD Hi-Fi with Turntable 

jj^^ptoys CURRYS PRICE 

Model ZVM280. ■ |A 

W«S5S»«: L /||1 

f j 4 j 99 

MONTHS LAIB1 hW 


TV/VIDEO PACKAGES 

too 


ATTACK 1 SAVE TOTAL OF £ 


AIWA OHM wt 
Mu»Hp*ay - plays 

■OtolOL 
Mott R9W900. bvsme 


£_54|99 

■ — — voooasnocE 

«379» 


■0m 



SHARP 21' TV/Video Padtage 
i 21 ' Fastext TV with Remote Control 
; ■ Stem vfsaale screen size, 
i ■ Fastext for ea^r aaes to infexmahon 


1 services. 

i PLUS - 

U Long Play Video with VideoPlus 

n ■ Auto tuning 

■ Shuttle dial. Model 51AT1WCM24. 

VOUCHER PRICE 


PRICE ATTACK 


PRICE ATTACK 


PRICE ATTACK 


PRICE ATTACK 


M ■ 2? 


<435 


HOTPOINT 6 0cm Sfat^n g^tric Coo l er 
Model EW71P. TO»iO»«OCE 

Irvoore Price £549.99 "I HI 

BUY NOW PAY nllljfl IJM 

12 MONTHS LATER BjM ** £ 

LEISURE iitojto-foww 

Width Gat Cnoker ptt OmiYS PUKE 
kMd RANOI4STB »«• PPM <1 N|\A 
Ytottwsy Was £1599. fc{|T|} .1/1IIU 
BUY NOW PAY dlAJ l lTU» 
12 MONTHS LATER 
Petnerj dlrea ltd" marutacttirw 


NOVA SC OTIA 5. 1 oi.fL Fndge 

Revervble door. HCTM vt»a«Piaci 

Model NS5106. VF1 dAQ 

Irutore Rill f |IPf QQ 

Price £1 1939. UVJ L ■ WW 


FRIG1DAIRE E 

«ottFC7% uceCSMt 
Wb£Z 3U9 HMtore 
Price £22939. 

BUT ROW PAY 


I )5cmACksFrwxr 


£21955 


PRICE ATTACK 


FRIG1DAI REsa eu.lt Fridge 
PuJi button detTWL ■UWBVCSIOWlPma 
Model R1526K. 41A 

Was £199.99. Wf[\\ f | QQ 

In-florePrtce £139.99 W l 'i 1 IfcwJa 


ELECTROLUX -—3 

Model ER2346B. H wLJ LfcWW. 
Was £399.99. In-store Pnce Q7939. 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


PRICE ATTACK 

V. 


jvc K3H 

E 0£21999 

up to 3 CD*. 

Modd MT. W g C<9 J9-‘ IrvsW Price £22SJ9. 

SONY CD Min i UFA 
Muftqrfay - plays ERjR OMRWMOa 
i^tojau. ETf nm 

Model MHC771. Bill r/ 1?9 09 

Was P4931 uimM !■* 

Was £29939. • 

BUY WOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATHI 


AIWA Dofey Pn>4oglc CD Mid HM? 
HaMOMW Baras ronvsuaara 



HaSOMWBiras ■nvwoeraa 

tM»E Pries £49939. BOW 1NA 

aim immniTH r 


A TOTAL OF 


100 


SONY CP W- B wftfa 7lim table 
MuMplar-phW KSB VD jw 

«»> to S CDs. VrV 41 

Model NASS. VTillrm 

IfKtore Price £48939. IUkiZ~* 1 

BUY N0YI HGT 9 W0HTHS LAiai 





£399 


MICROWAVES 

WMM\ SAVE f 40 


LECa.7 atfL Upright Freeeer 

■ Fast freeze facriity. 

■ 4-star freezer — CURRYS PfDQ 


Was 

Was £17939 


rating. HHiV iPA 

Model U550W5. IhlM 

Was £22939. UjJL 1V«J7 


CANDY 1B.1 otfL Fi« Free Fridge Freezer 
Model CCNF29713 ■uj VOUOBUWCE 
Was £47939. CTUVU4J m |A 

Bvujre Price 01955 K Hilt KlLMqO 
BUY NOW PAY 10 tlMU tJM'JjS 



BELLING 

BBSBSBBal.0 cu.ft Green 
Touch Control Microwave 
Model 384TC In-store Price £15939. 

VOUCHER PRICE 


CANDY 83 oeft Fridg e 

ij cu.ft. fridge t9M * 
Model CDP230G. Vfl 
m-flore Pnc e 019 .99 Rill £ 


BUY NOW PAY 1° 

MONTHS LATE R km-*- 

HOTPOINT 110 eu.lt Afotrjl PtaFnw 
Free Fndge Fraezer WBIW CURRYS PRKE 
Model 8S96WA. WH PAA 

USSSSA o HHj£™99 

AA for dmllt. HURKT 

OFWR0IDSTOO4Y BUY ROB F« 12 N0B1RSU1W. 



PRICE CAMCORDERS 

attack save £120 



£129 


PRICE ATTACK 


MATSUlEfflmac 

Uooiun mtfa GriH HI 
Model 166T>j. Wf 
WSK ?nce £149 99 ml* 

FREE COOKBOOK 


at nth , laud. Carnal 
KM vauoo NBCE 


£10055 


1*99 

PANASONIC i.i olh 

Microwave whh 

Convection Oven CUBIY5PBCE 

and Grill PtMiSa AJA 

Model NNC953. lFtgWM , </lM mj 
BUY NOW PAY G IHS&g J3 



ELECTROLUX 

Cylinder Ouner 


DYSON 

Antarctica Solo 


1300 wan HBI f>g\ | Dual Cydone 

SSfSBlu. EJ £6955 


Currys VOUCHER SPECIALS 

ffi 



° W rfECTKriT 511 TU M B U pgr^ 
B Moya sroriA wsii» B0P6t ..I 

BpBK^LW^^Q^ANU; 

“rat®* rory§G™&£ wtea l 

| RBGmait K75t OfcT HgEERI 


. JVC Oil CD MH . .... .. . . f 

i TMPM50N saymit'SK fA5rart 

1 B£X0 K210 EUCHK COOKR 

| [»y mm js , Eurduiftncitamerwf^^^^ 



PRICE ATTACK 


HOOVER Upright O eaner 
450 watt motor voo ° 

Model U7806. rarffl I 
Irvstore Price £99.99. WU 1|1 t 
BSTO3A»fTdK<lBMM ** 


Powerful 1300 watt 
motor. 

Model OCOI 

. mCT ANTARCTICA SOLO. 

VOUCXR PRKE BUY NOW PAY 6 
FA MONTHS LATER 


| HOOVER 

I Upright Oeaner 

■ 1000 watt motor. 


I b Edqe-toedge 

dearung. Mode) U2881. UMtore Price 04939 


El £ 595s 

CURRYS PRICE 

mm £ 199.55 



ppnftmf 


HITACHI mmm 

Smn Camcorder wfth 12x Optical Zoom 
Remote controL 

Model WEI ion 2D. was £49939. 
hvstore Price £399.99. 


FREE I 

OVER £1008 1 


When you 
buy any PC 

(with Voucher) 




h-‘. i • »./.i r^4 

ism 


COMPAQ BOB PIZOMNT 
MiMmeda PCttWi 33J6k modwi 

■ 16Mb RAM. CURSYS Mia 

b 1.2Gb hard drive. Pm 4 AM 

■ frspoed CD^OM Kliltlf lU*H 

drive. Model 4118. 

was cassK was user, was £1499: Was 
£1239. 9 MONTHS BCTBtEST FBS OPIKW* 




PACKARD BELLnm 

PI 66 MHz MMX™ Technology 
Multimedia PC 

■ Intel” 166MHz Pentium* Processor 
with MMX™ technology: 

■ 16Mb RAM 

l£S^ rtdriVe CURRYS PRICE 

CD-ROM drive. J A 

r?.s ,1uQQ 

=r£lv 33 


suennom 

CURRY5PRKE 

B 4099 


PRICE ATTACK 


PACKARD BELL 

PerttnA PUOIBb IMfcMdN PCvtti Noden 

■ 8Mb EDOriZGb hm|VOUOSIPRKE 

MI 099 

■ Easy eon buttons. Model 9003D. 

Was iM99: Was £U4?. was £1999: 

was £3948. Was £1249. hvttore Price £1149. 
£1000 FREE SOFTWARE Ask for details. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


m 


fe aa ss 





SATELLITE SYSTEMS 
FROM e49 9 9 
GS3 SAVE 100 


OiV YOUR SUBSCRiFTIOr: TO ALL SKY CHANNELS FOR '2 MONTHS’ 

fmmm 


MATSU I 

Racttvw wftb 60cm Dbfi far Engtand ariffVMta 
Modal OPHWOC Was £99395 ' 


HALF PRICE 




WlKttbfBaatthgatilntatatfBBmd 

rMaaapHiMRttaBitoi 

tt(BHtedSSli*iMKl>dBweBr«Bi 

■HOodrLfaBratBJThSitBttobB: 


i PW a 2B% dtpodt dan acting for At dritnd period nttaad 
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Legal confusion 
as coma woman 
allowed to die 


A furniture expert at Christie's in South Kensington, London, preparing a ‘Moloch’ lamp for a modem-design sale at the auction house on 
Wednesday. Designed i>y Italian artist and film-maker, Gaetano Fesce, the giant lamp is estimated at £6,000 to £8,000 Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


Annabel Ferriman 

The medicul world was thrown 
into confusion yesterday when a 
judge ruled that fond "and hy- 
dration could he withdrawn 
from a 29-year-old woman, even 
though doing so would not strict- 
ly follow rules laid down by the 
Royal College of Physicians. 

The woman, known as Miss 
D. was suffering a “living death" 
and the time" had come for 
“merciful relief." said Sir 
Stephen Brown, President of the 
High Court Family Division. 

The case breaks new ground 
because in previous eases where 
doctors have applied to turn off 
life-support machines of seri- 
ously brain-damaged patients, 
the victims have been in a "per- 
sistent vegetative state" (PVS). 

Miss D was not considered by 
experts to be in a PVS because 
she could track movement with 
her eyes and responded to cold 
water being poured into her ears. 

James Munby QC. who was 
appointed lo represent the 
woman's interests, told Sir 
Stephen that the reason the 
Royal College had been anxious 
to Identify what he had called 
a "bright line" over which the 
boundaries should not be 
pushed was because there was 
always a danger of going down 


a “slipperv slope". Bui the 
judge, in his ruling said that all 
the consultants, doctors, med- 
ical team and family were 
agreed that Miss D had no 
awareness of her surroundings 
or herself, and all the evidence 
was that there was "no possi- 
bility of any meaningful life 
whatsoever". Sir Stephen said 
that he did not feel he was al- 
tering the boundaries of who 
could be allowed to die. "I am 
driven to the conclusion ... that 
it is in this patient's best inter- 
est to withdraw the artificial 
feeding and hydration which is 
keeping her body alive." 

Bui Lhc judgement was con- 
demned by the ami-euthanasia 
group. Alert, which said the 
“barbaric practice" of cutting off 
life support systems to brain- 
damaged patients should be 
harmed. Dr Peggy Norris, chair- 
woman of Alert, said; “With- 
holding food and fluids from a 
person capable of experiencing 
thirst had been used as a form 
of torture.** 

The British Medical Associ- 
ation look the view, however, 
that the judgement did not ex- 
tend the categories of patients 
from whom nutrition and hy- 
dration ear be withdrawn, ‘it is 
an acknowledgement that it 
would be ethically acceptable to 


consider withdrawal of nutrition 
and hydration from an individ- 
ual who has permanently lost his 
or her sentience and aware- 
ness," a spokesman said. 

Miss D was at university when 
she was seriously injured in a 
road accident in 19S9. She re- 
covered enough to walk round 
in familiar surroundings, hut in 
19^5 W as found unconscious in 
her bed, probably having had an 
epileptic lit. She has never sub- 
sequently recovered cnn- 
sciousness. 

This week her feeding tube 
had become dislodged, and a 
small operation would have 
been needed lo replace it. Con- 
sequently the hospital trust car- 
ing for tier had applied to the 
court for a declaration that it 
was lawful to “discontinue all 
life sustaining treatment." Its re- 
quest was upheld. 

A spokesman For the Royal 
College of Physicians said the 
decision had caused confusion. 
“We set up a working group to 
produce guidelines, in order to 
help doctors in a difficult situ- 
ation. But they are only guide- 
lines and the judge’ is not 
obliged to follow them. The 
judgement does not change 
them, but it seems to be lead- 
ing to some uncertainty among 
doctors.** 
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New inquiry into 
child abuse claims 


P 


Glenda Cooper - 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Detectives are to launch afresh 
inquiry into child abuse allega- 
tions following die' conviction of 
the paedophile' care-worker 
Keith Laveradc, it was revealed 
yesterday. - : 

Laverack's case, described 
bv Judge ; Huw Daniel at 
Chester Cfown Court as the 
most serious of itsJrind that he 
could remember, has been at . 
the heart of a police investiga- 
tion into more than 500 sepa- 
rate allegations of abuse, which 
has already seen twelve pae- 
dophiles tried and convicted 

Now Cambridgeshire police 
• -I say they are investigating fresh- 
allegations by former residents 
of children's homes in the coun- 
ty. Allegations were made 
against two .other social-ser- 
vices staff in Cambridgeshire: 
during the triaL Pofice say they 
have also received several tele- 
phone calls in the wake of Lay- 
erack* s conviction- - - • - . 


Ijwerack. 52, a social services 
manager wjth Cambridgeshire 
County Council, was jailed for 
18 years at Chester Crown 
Court twoweeks ago after be- 
ing convicted of 15 child-abuse 
charges; 

.'"'A. jury heard that he had 
-abused children in his care dur- 
ing 30 years as a teacher and 
~ headmaster at children’s homes 
- .in Cambridgeshire and Chesh- 
ire. Jle began his paedophile ca- 
reer as soon as he joined the 
staff of Greystdne Heath, an ap- 
proved school in "Wurington, 
and continued, as he rose to be- 
come a senior social, services 
manager, until 1987. 

Laveradc denied the 20 spec- 
imen charges against him. But 
. the jury found him guilty on 1 1 
counts of buggery and four of 
indecent assault after almost 
nine hours of deliberation at 
Chester Crown Court. Many of 
his victims were in court and 
broke into applause as he was 
led away. 

• As he passed sentence. Judge 
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Huw Daniel told Laverack: 
“You were confident you could 
get away with it because the sys- 
tem allowed you to get away 
with it, and yon ensured the si- 
lence of these children by 
threats and sweet-talk, confident 
in the knowledge that if these 
children did complain they 
would not be believed." 

Det Supt Iah Negus said a 
new team of officers had been 
set up in Cambridge to investi- 
gate allegations “against a num- 
ber of people". 

The cases have snowballed 
since an initial complaint made 
by a young man who walked into 
a police station in Cheshire 
three years ago and have spread 
to 14 other forces from Scotland 
to the south of England. 

In Cheshire and Merseyside 
more than 5,000 former chil- 
dren’s home residents have 
been traced and in Cheshire 
alone 500 complaints of sexual 
and physical abuse have been 
made against 111 former care 
home workers. 


Rescuers 
free Moby 
for life on 


Moby, the giant sperm whale, 
was last night thought to be 
beading for the safety of the 
open seas after a rescue oper- 
ation off the Scottish coast. 

Volunteers succeeded in 
.shepherding the 40-foot mam- 
mal eastwards up the Firth of 
Forth and away from the dan- 
gers of the upstream shallows. 

Three more sperm whales 
were seen in the area last night 
and -experts said that if the 
sightings were confirmed, it 
could indicate Moby's com- 
panions were waiting for him to 
join them. 

By a stroke of fortune, Moby 
had ibst his way in an area close 
to where experts were on hand 
ai the Deep Sea World sea life 
aquarium at North Queensfer- 
ry, Fife. 

He had first been sighted in 
the area on Thursday night, ap- 
parently stranded on a sandbank 
near the Forth rail bridge. 

Drivers and animal welfare 
experts were alerted but the 
whale was able to move off the 
sandbank on a changing tide 
and was at that point thought 
to be dear of danger. 

But yesterday he was spotted 
further up river and fears rose 
that he could swim into serious 
danger if he went into shallow 
waters. 

: • Volunteers in boats shep- 
herded him in ihe hope that the 
noise from the engines would 
persuade him to head down- 
stream. 

Keith Todd, curator of the 
Deep Sea World centre, said Ihe 
tactic appeared to be working. 

‘The whale was spotted east 
of Grangemouth but at the mo- 
ment he. is making. very good 
progress down river,” be said. 
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Threat to means-test 
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child benefit is lifted 


CoHn Brown 


The Tory threat to means-test 
child benefit was lifted yester- 
day with a pledge to raise it in 
line with the inflation rate for 
the next five years. 

The proposed Family Bene- 
fit Guarantee, costing £lbn. 
will be the centrepiece oflbry 
promises on the family in its 
election manifesto, which was 
endorsed by the Cabinet on 
Thursday for release after East- 
er. It was leaked to deflect at- 
tention from the row over 
alleged Tory sleaze. 

The Tories will also pledge for 
the first time to raise family 
credit in line with inflation. 
The decision to inflation-proof 
child benefit by Peter Lilley, So- 
cial Security Secretary, ends 
the threat raised during 
Baroness Thatcher’s period of 
office to means-test it She was 
prevented from taxing child 
benefit or limiting it to those on 
low incomes by a 1987 election 
commitment.* Mr Lilley re- 
viewed the idea, but decided it 
was unworkable after the in- 
troduction of separate taxation 


for men and women. The Tory 
MP Peter Bottom! ey led the 
campaign to protect child ben- 
efit from attacks on the grounds 
that it went to the richest fam- 
ilies. Its supporters insisted that 
keeping it as a universal bene- 
fit ensured maximum take-up by 
those who needed it. 

The Tories have also taken a 
strategic derision that limiting 
it to families on low incomes 
would hurt their own core sup- 
porters in the middle classes. 

Mr Lilley challenged Labour 
to back the proposals. But the 
shadow social security secretary, 
Harriet Harman, publishing 
new figures on child poverty, 
said: “The Tories claim that their 
Family Benefit Guarantee 
shows they are the party of the 
family. Bui this government's 
record on the family has been 
disastrous." 

She said the number of chil- 
dren being brought up tn pover- 
ty had more than tripled under 
the Ibries - rising to nearly 4.5 
million, about one in three, in 
families on income support and 
family credit in 199b from 1.1 
million, or about one in 10, in 


families on their predecessor 
benefits in 1979. 

A third of all families had to 
rely on means-tested benefits 
when they had a baby, while 
two-thirds of children living in 
poverty in Britain were being 
raised by lone mothers living on 
about £100 a week. She said the 
Government had inflicted “a 
double failure" on such chil- 
dren, by failing to help lone 
mothers get work and failing to 
make absent fathers pay. 

The Liberal Democrat 
spokeswoman. Liz Lynne, said: 
“This has more to do with po- 
litical posturing than with any 
firm commitment to help peo- 
ple on benefit" She also criti- 
cised Labour for proposing 
ending scrapping child benefit 
for children staying on at school 
after 16 to fund means-tested 
help with an educational al- 
lowance for lower income fam- 
ilies. “The Tories should now 
come clean oa their plans for 
other benefits which are not au- 
tomatically uprated each year by 
prices, such as Income Support 
and Disability Working Al- 
lowance." 
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Making a meal of it Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign Secretary, doing the rounds with prospective candidate Eleanor Lain& at a 

for local business people yesterday in Theydon Bois, Essex \ • ~ ■ 
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Cofin Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Pro-Euro Tory MPs are ready 
to repudiate the Prime Minis- 
ter, if he rules out Britain’s en- 
try into the single European 
currency in the heat of the 
election campaign. 

John Major is under pressure 
from Euro-sceptics in die Cab- 
inet to harden the Govern- 
ment's “wait and see" policy on 
the single currency to steal a 
march on Labour during the 
election. 

But a 50-slrong group of 
Tory MPs are ready to disown 
any move by the Prime Minis- 
ter to ditch that policy in an ai- 
temprto outflank Tony Blair. 
“We would also ask Kenneth 
Clarke [the Chancellor] to re- 
pudiate it," said one of the lead- 
ers of the group. Such a move 


would destroy any hope of the 
Ibries holding to a united line 
on the single currency. 

The MPs have privately spo- 
ken to toe Chancellor about the 
policy. “He is adamant that 
there' wOJ be bo change in the 


polity," said one MP. 
A lei 


letter signed by more than 
50 Ibry MPs was handed into 
the Government shortly be- 
fore Mr Major called the elec- 
tion, to reinforce their demands 
for the Government to stick to 
its agreed policy on Europe 
during toe election. 

Some pro-Euro Tory MPs re- 
fused to sign the declaration on 
the grounds that it was not 
strong enough. They fear that 
toe Prime Minister may be per- 
suaded to rule out a single cur- 
rency by toe number of Tory 
Euro-sceptics who are prepared 
to rule it out in their election 


addresses. Peter Temple-Mor- 
ris, leader of the Madeod group 
of “one nation" Tor/ MPs will 
make a commitment in his elec- 
tion address to enter a single 
currency. 

Makobn Rifkind, the 
Secretary, described the si 
currency as “extraordinarily 
dangerous" in The Hague this 
week, raising expectations of a 
tougher Cabinet policy. Mr 
Rifkind warned that the issue 
could divide the European 
Union for a generation. 

Senior ministers believe h 
could transform the , Ibries’“ 
electoral hopes, and dose the 
gap with Labour before polling 
day, if Mr Major campaigned on 
the theme of “saving the 
pound", with The threat that 
Labour would negotiate it away. 

However, senior’ :Labou'r- 
sources said Mr Blair would ferf- 


Jow Mr Major in hardening 
toe policy on the single cur- 
' rency. The Labour leader says 
in the New Statesman there are 
“a lot of formidable obstacles” 
to monetary union. 

Bundesbank leaders have in- 
tensified toe pressure on toe 
Government from the Euro- 
sceptics to rule out toe single 
currency by malting it dear toe 
convergence criteria will be 
“fudged", by refusing to accept 
the treaty obligations to re- 
duce public debt in Germany lb 
below three per cent of its 
Gross Domestic Product. 

The Chancellor and the For- 
eign Secretary reached an un- 
easy compromise that Britain 
was “hostile to a fudge" after 
Stephen Darrell, the Health 
; Secretary, msisted (hat the Gov- 
-eminent was against toe single 
currency. 


Abortion Mis 
the political test 
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John Rentoid 


Our poll gave voters a choice of 
two statements: 76 per cent 
agreed that: “Abortion is a 
moral issue and should be kept 
right out of politics ” Only 14 
per cent opted for the alterna- 
tive: “Abortion is a political as 
well as a moral issue and the po- 
litical parties should make it 
clear whether they are pro- or 
anti-abortion." The remaining 
9 per cent did not know, ac- 
cording to this week’s Indepen- 
derufHanis poll. 

The findings suggest the elec- 
torate has no truck with 
Thomas Winning, the R oman 
Catholic Archbishop of Glas- 
gow, who has attacked Tony 
Blair over his support for toe 
present abortion law. The Pro- 
Life Alliance also looks 
doomed in its bid to stand 50 
candidates on a policy of ab- 
solute opposition to abortion. 

A spokesman for Cardinal 
Winning said: “Whs it politicians 


who legalised abortion or wasn’t 
it? We have seen 4.25m abor- 
tions take place overwhelm- 
ingly for social reasons as a 
result of a political decision." 

Mr Blair, the Labour leader, 
has said he personalty is op- 
posed to abortion but that he 
does not believe he should leg- 
islate to force women to have 
unwanted children- The Labour 
Party leaves the issue to the con- 
science of Individual MPs. 

Bruno Quintavalle, director 
of the Pro-Life Alliance, said: 
“This shows the need for our 
campaign to change attitudes. 
Abortion is toe most political of 
all issues because it is about the 
value of human life." 

Other poll evidence has 
shown a trend over the past two 
decades towards more liberal 
views on abortion, with a clear 
majority agreeing that women 
should have the right to choose. 
■ Harris Researchinterviewed 
1,016 adults in their homes be- 
tween 14 and 17 March. 


Bemie Grant’s foe 


faces deselection 


The prospective Conservative candidate standing against 
Benue Grant is about to be deselected. JDerek Laud, 33. is - 
accused by the party at his constituency of Tbttenham, 

North London, of almost total failure to meet voters. Tie” - 
refused to meet thepress for a pboto-call and sent a. j . 
picture of himself with John Major instead. He also told 
toe local party he Would be out of toe country on 31 March, 
toe date chosen by his constituency for the adoption ' -U 


thinking of standing down; the party is expected to reopen ’ 
the candidates' list : •; Hm Serigupta' 


Churchill writes off politics 


Winston Chur drill, MP for Davyholme, Manchester, who 
lost out in boundary changes and has since failed tabe 
selected in five. other constituencies, sajn he intended to 
return to a career m journalism. . 


Labour dogged 


A Labour campaigner had part riffrer fmgerbrtten off by a 
dog as she pushed a leaflet through ^letterbox in, */ . . . 

Stourbridge, West Midlands. The dog's owner padced ihc . 
finger in ice but doctors could apt sew her finger hack oh 
because they were concernedtibent infection. ' • 
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Conservative campaign 


Cofa Brown. 

CHgPofflkal .Correspondent 


offQpmse: 

sleazerii 


ay by , the row over 
['John Major and 


tiiefo attempt foseafce the initiative 
in the cainjra^ff had becn wrecked. 

Tbaf election p tanners hadset the 
focus qa “British excellence” as the 
theme of tite first Week of campaign- 
ing but it ended with the focus firm- 
ly on allegations of Tbiy sleaze. 

• Mi Major and his .wife Nonna 


toured Gatwick airport yesterday in 
ea attempt to highlight the success 
of tbeTfoty privatisation programme, 
' with British Airways and the Gatwick 
Express rail service. But they could 
sot escape questionsabout alleged 
"3biy sleaze. 

While the Majors niary have felt 
Ml® joining the boMaymakere jetting 
away from the elections to the sun. 
Labour Party advisers said the Tbries 
have wasted the first week of the 
-ca mpaign by becoming mired in the 
sleaze row, and wifi be forced this 
weekend to re think their strategy. 


“Sleaze is playing well out in the 
country,” said one source dose to 
John Prescott, the deputy leader, who 
is on a campaign tour of Britain. “We 
are getting voters saying they will 
switch because of Tbiy sleaze:” 

Another week of sleaze allegations 
could leave the Tories too much 
ground to make up by polling day cm 
1 May, with the prospects of 
Labour’s lead in the poDs turning inio 
’ a rout, and a landslide for Tony Blair. 

That fear could lead the lory cam- 
paign strategists to escalate their at- 
tacks on Labour next week. Labour 


/ also refocus their own campaign 
to keep the Tories on the run this 
weekend. “We might go for the 
‘'honest John' image," said a Labour 
source. “Maybe John Major in a 
sheepskin coat" 

The deputy Prime Minister, 
Michael Hescliine. was so angry with 
the accusations this week that he 
stormed into Downing Street and 
confronted startled cameramen out- 
side Number lftwith furious denials. 

However, his angry protests were 
in vain. The television camera had 
broken down and there were no re- 


porters in Downing Street to report 
his outburst. 

Mr Major's campaign began 
brightly with the Prime Minister on 
his soap box in Luton, but the Tory 
campaign organisers were privately 
criticised for their failure to spot po- 
tential photo-opportunity pitfalls as 
Mr Major was required to pose 
□ext to a racing car with no wheels, 
and, during a tour of a minor pub- 
lic school, a hoy dangling from a tree. 

He is learning fast, however. Mr 
Major avoided being caught by the 
photographers by a cadet giving 


mouth- to-tnouih resu citation to a 
rubber doll bearing a remarkable re- 
semblance to Mr Heseftine. 

Mr Major was deeply upset by crit- 
icism of his wife, who cheerfully 
posed for the photographers at 
McLaren but was described in one 
report as “glum’’. It was pointed out 
that Mrs Major's mother is ill. and 
she mav not be able to stay by her 
husband's side every day of the 
election campaign because of her 
family commitments. 

The press pack following Mr Ma- 
jor was limited to two reporters yes- 


terday for Reuters and the Press As- 
sociation, as the Tory strategists 
sought to put Mr Major’s campaign 
back on track, but it was impossible 
to shake off the mud that has been 
thrown in the sleaze row. 

After starting defiantly in Luton, 
Mr Major's campaign team will look 
on the past 4S hours as a disastrous 
end to their first week on the cam- 
paign trail. One senior Tory source 
sa id they were hoping that the worst 
was now over, but it amounts io a 
wasted week, when time is short to 
close the gap with Labour. 






Christian Wohnar 

Westminster Correspondent 

It started in Mohamed al- 
Fayetfs sumptuous office in 
Harrods and by last night was 
stalling the start of the Con- 
servative offensive in the elec- 
tion campaign. 

The battle between MrFayed 
and Lonrho’s Tiny Rowland 
for the Knightsbridge store led 
to lobbyist Jan Greer dispens- 
ing money to some 40 MBs and 
candidates, mainly Tory, as Mr 
Fayed sought political support 
in the Co mm ons 

Flush with Mr Foyed’s cash, 
Mr Greer paid for questions to 
be asked in Parliament, and 
meetings to be arranged with 
ministers. 

Sir Michael Giyils, the Tbry 
MP with whom he had a long- 
standing relationship received 
at least £86,000 in payments, 
from Mr Greer. Other 7bry MRs 


6 Mr Fayed 
couldn’t . 
understand why 
allthemoneyhe 
had paid out had 
not reaped any 
benefits 9 



Mohamed aMiayeffc Alerted 
journalists to cash handouts 

who received cash indudeNeD 
. Hamilton, who now admits hay- 
ing received £10,000 from Mr. 
Greer without dedaxmgfoTim 
Smith, MP for. Beaconsfield, 
who resigned as Northern Ire> 
land minister when it emerged 
he had accepted cash to ask 
questions for Mr Fayed, (sain 
later estimated at between 
£18,000 and £25,000): Sir An- 
drew Bowden, MP for Brighton 
Kempt own who admits that he 
received election expenses of 
£5,319 which were not declared 
on his election return orwitb the 
register of members’ interests; 

. and Michael Brawn,' MP. for 
Geethorpes, who admits re- 
ceiving £6.000 from.-IMr Greer 
to lobby for a manufacturer of 
tobacco chewing gum and not 
dedaring it on the register. 

Five other Toriesarestsn un- 
der investigation by Sr Gordon 
Downey tart Sir. Gordon has 
[ that this does not im- 


•ply that there b any substance 
to the allegations against them. 
They are: Sir Peter Hordern, 
who is standing down. Lady 
Olga Maitland,- Norman Lam- 
ent, Gerry Malone and Nirj 
Deva. 

- Mr Fhyed also wanted to be 
a British citizen, but was being 
blocked He couldn’t under- 
stand why all the money he had 
paid oat had not reaped any 
benefits. Bade home in BgypL 
he would have got anything 
done for that kind of money. 
Eventually, -he began.ro tell ins 
tales to journalists. 

In September 1994, he sum- 
moned Brian Hitchen, editor of 
the Sunday Express to his office 
and told him the tales of cash . 
for questions and other allega- 
dons against MPs. He. specifi- 
cally named Neil Hamilton and 
' Hm Smith. 

Mr Hitchen alerted John 
Major to the allegations, and the 
Prime Minister set op an inquiry 
headed tar Sir Robin Butler, the 
-Cabinet Secretary. 

While many of Mr JRayetf s al- 
legations may have proved tin- 
founded, bis scatter gun 
; approach jut a lav targets and 
Jed to the libel case which was 
to expose the murky relation- 
ship between MPs and lobbyists 
to the public gaze. ■ • 

Five ddys before Sir Robin 
Butler’s inquirywas published, 
towards the aid of October the 
Guardian ran a story about 
cash for questions involving 
Mr Smith andMr Hamilton. Mr 
Smith held up his hands and 
went quickly, but Mr Hamilton 
demurred, and only eventually 
resigned because, according to 
Mr Major, there were other al- 
legations to be investigated. 

Mr Hamilton and Mr Greer 
launched a libel campaign 
against the Guardian that was 
to prove their undoing. Days be- 
fore it/was due to reach court 
in October 1996, first Mr Greer, 
then Mr Hamilton pulled out. 

• The focus turned to Sir Gor- 
. ckm Downey, the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for Standards, 
whose post had been created as 
a result of the Nolan Commit- 
tee, itself set up as a result of 
MrJ&yed’s allegations. Sir Gor- 
don bqgan an inquiry which he 
was to have presented to the 
Standards ana Privileges Com- 
mittee, another Nolan innova- 
tion which had taken over from 
the old Members* Interest 
Committee and combined with 
the Privileges Committee: - 
. Sir Gordon amassed anoth- 
er set of documents and was ex- 
pecting to present his fading; 
totbe committee next TUesday. 
But; the unexpteined. 19-day 

S between -the prorogation 
: suspension of activity) and 
dissolution of Parliament on 
8 April meant that the com- 
■ mittee had no chance to delib- 
erate on it before the election. 

As a result of that, the doc- 
uments were leaked yesterday; 

. - sparking off another round in 
the saga that started because Mr 
Fbyed got the better of Mr 
Rowland in the Harrods 
‘ takeover battle: 



, Passenger announcements: John Major answering questions during a campaign visit yesterday to Gatwick airport 


Combative Smith vows to 
defend true-blue territory 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Michael Streeter 


Former Tory minister Tim 
Smith promised yesterday to 
"keep on fighting* 1 after more 
disclosures about the money he 
took from Mohamed al-Fayed. 

Speaking at his constituency 
home in Beaconsfield, Buck- 
inghamshire, Mr Smith re- 
sponded to charge s^ in^ the 

tween £18,000 and £25,000 from 
the Harrods owner, saying : “I 
have written to the Speaker 
about what I believe to be a con- 
tempt of Parliament and a fun- 
damental abuse of the rights of 
natural justice.” 

He added that he now 
thought it would have been 
better if Sir Gordon Downey’s 
report bad been published in 
full rather than the publication 
.of stories which were full of in- 
accuracies and based on “totally 
, unacceptable’’ leaks. 

Responding to allegations 
that die Government knew 
about his receipt of cash before 
-he became a Northern Ireland 
minister, Mr Smith said he bad 
told the then Chief Whip David 
\taddingtonin February 1989 of 
the payments. Pressed on 
■ whether this information was - 
tir should have been -passed on 
.to John Major when he became 
a minis ter he replied: “The 
Prime Minister in 1989 was not 
John Major. I have no reason 
to think that he was aware of 
this. That is why I take strong 
exception to the way the 
Guardian has portrayed it.” 

The MP said he would be de- 
fending his majority of nearly 
24,000 - the third safest Tory 


street in the country - on both 
national and local issues. “I'm 
going to fight on,” he said. 

Earlier Mr Smith had hand- 
ed out prizes at the local Iver 
Heath primary school to pupils 
for good behaviour and im- 
provement in performance. 
Last night, he faced a potentially 
rougher ride at the coinciden- 
tal annual general meeting of 
the Conservative Association in 
nearby Gerrard’s Cross. 

Malcolm Dunlop, vice-chair- 
man of the Beaconsfield town 
branch of the association, said 
he expected the fresh allegations 
to be raised at the meeting. “I 
will be surprised if someone did 
not raise it, it’s topical." But he 
added that he was unaware of 
any new move to de-select the 
MP, who has served as a mem- 


ber since 1982, as the allegations 
contain “nothing new" from 
November 1995 'when the as- 
sociation “overwhelmingly" vot- 
ed to keep him. 

Other sources suggested, 
however, that two- fifths of the 
association had not wanted him 
to continue then. 

Mr Dunlop conceded: “Had 
there been new allegations 
there would have beenfonsid- 
erable concern. But [at the 
1995 meeting] he seems to have 
been extraordinary open and 
frank about the payments.” 

Last night. Labour said they 
were angry that while Mr Smith 
might have told his association 
that he had received at least 
£18,000 from Mr Fayed, his con- 
stituents had not been made 
aware of it and had only been 


told of the earlier figures of be- 
tween £2.000 and £6,000. 

The Labour candidate, Alas- 
tair Hudson, said that at a 
head-to-head public meeting 
with Mr Smith last November, 
the MP had been challenged on 
the issue but had made no at- 
tempt to update the electorate 
on the true figures involved. 

A Tory voter who asked not 
to be named said she was “very 
disappointed" that the affair had 
resurfaced. But she added: “We 
gave him another chance last 
time - 1 suppose we'll give him 
another chance now." 

Pensioner Ernest Leslie, a 
rare Labour voter, said: *‘Il 
won't make much difference: 
the Tories will still win here. If 
you put a blue rosette on a don- 
key they’d vote for it." 


Hamilton finds 
friends among 
the faithful 



Sitting tight: Tim Smith in Beaconsfield yesterday 


Photograph: John Lawrence 


Ros Wynne-Joties 

The bowling green behind the 
Tauon Conservative Association 
in Knutsford was empty yes- 
terday, the office doors battened 
against the slings and arrows of 
angry constituents and waiting 
journalists. 

But last night, below ground 
in a bunker-like meeting room, 
the party faithful were rallying 
round Neil Hamilton. 

The Cheshire MP was in 
fighting form - veering be- 
tween a barrage of humorous in- 
sults against his tormentors. 
The Guardian and Mohamed Al 
Fayed, and a robust defence of 
his personal integrity. 

“I never took any money 
from Mr Al Fayed and that 
comes out unambiguously in the 
inquiry," he said quietly. But the 
shaking of his hands as he 
pointed to highlighted para- 
graphs of the disputed transcript 
belied the conviction in his 
voice. 

Mr Hamilton said the "cor- 
nerstone” of the allegations 
made against him two and a half 
years ago at the outset of the 
“cash-for-quesuons saga” as he 
refers to it. had been disproved 
the day before in the Standards 
Committee report which exon- 
erated 15 high-profile ministers 
from accepting money from 
Mr Fayed. “This is exactly the 
same money that Mr Greer [the 
lobbyist lan Greer] was sup- 
posed to have given to me," he 
said "He can’t have given it to 
us both. One of the reasons 1 


suggest that they print the full 
transcript of the evidence of Mr 
AJ Fayed a full transcript of 
which I've got here, is that it will 
reveal the allegations are made 
up." Mr Hamilton denied he 
was at any risk of deselection at 
the constituency’s annual meet- 
ing last nighL and he had a mes- 
sage for disloyal constituents. 

“There are people in this 
country who believe that be- 
cause something appears in a 
newspaper in this country it 
must be true. My experience in 
the past two years is precisely 
the reverse. 

“1 would just say to those 
who privately think it would be 
better for me to stand down ... 
what has happened to one of the 
cardinal principles of this coun- 
try. that a man is innocent un- 
til proven guilty?" 

The early signs last night 
were that Mr Hamilton would 
weather the deselection crisis 
ahead. 

A local party insider said: 
“Frankly, we have considered 
getting rid of Neil and we could 
easily do so without affecting 
our chances of winning the 
seat. 

“We could put almost anyone 
up ... it’s a standing joke in Tat- 
ton that we could put up a mon- 
key in a hi tie jacket in these 
pans and still win. The point is 
that we don't want to - we’d 
rather have Neil. We've 
watched him being crucified 
over the last two years and, to 
be honest, most of us feel sor- 
ry for the man." 



ANDREW NEIL. HEAD OF PRIME 
MINISTER BLAIR'S P0UCY UNIT. 
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WHAT'S GOING ONG 

Contributors this week: Brian End, Fat Weldor, Will 
Self, In jack, Dec Wilson, John Lldtd, John Hbhpbhts, 
Mart Riddell, Siuon Heffer. £1.90 OUT HOW. 
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gold ‘was 



fan BurraH 


Millions of pounds’ worth of 
Nazi gold held in the vaults of 
the Panfr of England was loot- 
ed from Holocaust victims, ac- 
cording to a report pubhshed 

^TteWolocaust Educational 
Trust said its report contained 
new evidence which "showed 
that the gold should be re- 
turned to the J survivors and 

their famiUes. Some of the gold 

bars included metal from items 
like gold teeth and jewellery 
which the Nazis bad stripped 
from Jews. 
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security guard standing next to a Van Gough 


bn -JS- Harvest In Prove nee, which will be auctioned at Sotheby's in June Photograph: Reuters 
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pool was in feet looted frompn- 

vate individuals and compa- 
nies. The TGC was suppe^w 

pass such “non-monetary^ gold 
to the Inter-Govemmne tai 
Committee on Refugees. 

The researchers found that 
officials who helped to manage 
w were beset uV 
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6 These gold 
bars may — 
represent 
melted gold 
teeth fillings 9 


fusion and doubt about the 
provenance of certain gold 
bars". 

One American government 
document refers to a “question 
mark” against a shipment of 

&307 goldbars. . 

It notes: “These gold bars 

may, after proper assay and ex- 
pert consideration, be deter- 
mined to represent melted- 
down gold teeth fillings and 
therefore classifiable as non- 
monetary gold.” 

In July 1948, a number of 
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of England. 

Bank officials coa chided that 

they could never have been 
currency but recommended 
they be melted down and 
“turned into good delivery 
bars”. 

The trust report said: If 
this occurred, this is evidence of 
individual possessions being ul- 
timately returned to national 
treasuries.” 

The report, which was an- 
nounced bp the trust’s chairman. 


reived under the 1945 Parts 
Treatv on the distribution of 
gold footed bv Germany and re- 
covered by the Abies. 

Last month, after pressure 
from campaigners. Britain and 
America agreed to freez^ dis- 
tribution of what was left in the 
gold pod - some 15 per cent 
of the original amount. 

Both countries have been 
conducting teseanch to establish 
its origin. 

Foreign Secretary- Malcolm 
Ri Grind told GrcviUe Janncr 

earlier this month that it was im- 
possible to ascertain what went 

mto the TGC gold pool. 

He was sympathetic to tne 
idea that individuals should 
benefit and he promised no de- 
cisions would be made until re- 
search was complete. 

The trust believes that the 
gold should be divided between 
the World Jewish Restitution- 
al Organisation, and a similar 
non-Jewish organisation which 
would help the non-Jewfeh vic- 
tims of the Nazis. 
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The number of police officers 
in England and Wales has fall- 
en in the past year by 321 
despite Government pledges 
to increase the total, the Home 
Office revealed yesterday. 

It was also disclosed that the 
number of Specials - part-time 
volunteer police officers - has 
declined by 204 in 1995, at a 
time when the Government 
had spent £4m in an attempt to 
recruit a further 10,000. 

Labour will seize on this 
information as useful ammuni- 
tion in the run-up to the elec- 
tion in which law and order is 
one of the key issues. The 
Tories pledged an extra 1,000 
full-time officers in their 1992 
election manifesto and John 
Major promised in 1995 to pro- 
vide 5,000 extra officers in the 
next three years. 

But figures released yesterday 
in the Home Office's Annual 
Report 1997, which gives their 
spending plans for up to the end 
of the century, show a drop of 
321 in the past 12 months to 
126,901. 

The report said that in 1995- 
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I officers, but had 
ables. 

However, this was offset by a 
reduction in 865 higher-ranlring 
officers as part of the cuts tak- 
ing place m the management 
structure. The report predicts 
that extra money in the next 
three years “will enable chief 
constables to increase police 
numbers by 5,000”. 

In 19 92, when the pledge of 

an extra 1,000 officers was made 
the total was 127,627 - more 
than 700 less than the current 
total. Police chiefs have contin- 
ued to show a marked reluc- 


In a separate development 
David Maclean, the Home Of- 
fice minister, revealed that 
despite spending £4m on a 
recruitment drive to attract an- 
other 10,000 Special consta- 
bles to swell the existing 20JXX), 
the total had dropped by 204. 
The Government is set to spend 
another £53m in recruitment. 

The Home Office yesterday 
argued that it was being suc- 
cessful in recruiting new volun- 
teers, but existing Specials were 
dropping out at the same rate. 

Alun Michael. Labour's 
Home Affairs spokesman, said: 
“This demonstrates yet again 
the fact that John Major and 
Michael Howard have broken 
their promise. Ear from deliv- 
ering the 1,000 extra officers 
promised in 19SI2 they are de- 
livering a fell which totally un- 
dermines any promises to 
provide extra officers in the fu- 
ture." 

Fred Broughton, chairman of 
the Police Federation, which 
represents constables to chief in- 
spector ranks, added: “While 
Specials are resigning almost as 
fast as they are being enlisted 
it is throwing money down the 

dr ain. " 

■ An extra £450m will be need- 
ed m the next three yeare to pay 
for the cost of the spiralling 
prison population and raft of 
new law and order measures 
being introduced. 

The Home Office has been 
forced to revise its budget plans 
for the rest of thecentuiy after 
tough new sentencing provi- 
aons, backed by a growing em- 
phasis on jailing offenders, has 
derailed earlier predictions. 

The forecast zor the Home 
Office for this mming finan cial 
year fc£6,6G5m, compared with 
earlier predictions of JE&504m. 
The extra money is needed to 
cbi» with the jiul population 
which will ‘top the historic 
60,000 mark in the next few 


tance to spend extra resources 
On Officers, Choosing jnstaarT to 

use it on new developments, 

sudi as DNA te&ing, CS sprays,- weeks awl for extra prison se- 
or for paying the srirafliog costs curity, Hie..'fieasuiy;has al- 
of pension contributions: ' • ready agreed to give tbeHome 
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Oscar WBde, - the celebra ted 
wit and playwright who ended : 
his. days tndisgraceand rim, is 
fihaff? befog reinanberedmthe 
way he wanted. ' As he -put' it- 
“Something more thaii a map 
with a- tragic vide in his life: 
There isso much: more, in me, 
and I ahvayswas a good father 
to both my children^ : : • 

v A century after his release, 
Britain is going Wild for Wide. 
His-comedies, suet a&The Im- 
portance ,-of Being'' Earnest, 
(which/ be described *s. “cx- 
quisitety trivial*^ and £«fy Win- 
dermere's Fan nave 'enjoyed a 
consistent; popularity in reper- 
tory theatres around the poua- 
try,"ah Jin'the nBtt few months 
hrepersonah’ty and cultural im- 
pact will be explored in a West 
End play, two screen’versions 
and a newbfc^raphy '. ' 
Thefflm Wilde, due out in the 
autumn and slarting actor and 
author Stephen Fry, intends to ' 
balance his homosexuality, for. 
which be was imprisoned, voth 
his love for his wife, Constance, 
and two sons.- ‘ 

The producers, brothers _ 
Marc and Peter Samuelson, 
said they felt that the Victori- 
an .writers scandalous affair 
with Lord Alfred “Bosie^ Dou- 
glas, which led to his downfall, 

. painted an “incomplete" picture 
of the man. 

. Directed ' by Brian Gilbert, 
the film focuses oh 15 years, of 
W2de'sfife;>Ffren most of. ins 
great v^l^'iiK^udmg Ttie Im- 
portance ofBem&Edriiesta&IAn 
Irkat Husband,' weieTWrinen." 
The script is adapted from : 
Richard. Ellittanp^adefeiitivioJ 
biography, and Vanessa' .Red- 
grave plays Wilde's mother.' 

' Only now, says Fky, Kiris sub- : 
ject receiving the universal re- 
spect that is.bis due. “Hpstands 
far all people who' refused Ip . 
freeze memselves Into a moral 
code,” he said on BBC Radio 
yesterday. " 

. Because of today’s more h>- . 
eral attitudes, tBe-frlm b likely 
to be. more.stinally- explicit, 
than previous studies, which 
could not focus enough on ho- 
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mosexuality, pud instead mere- - 
.ly. alluded to sexual practices 
which Wilde himself railed 
; “feasting with panthers". 

: /. The, actor Simoit Callow has 
been winning rave reviews for : 
Jhrlmporumce of Being Oscar, 

. a. one-man show at the Savoy 
Theatre which opened ' last 
week, in which lie attempts to 
humanise, rather than eulogise 
the playwright. •' 

. >Wflde constructed a per- 
"sonaHty for himself, believing 
that on it depended his value as 
an artist" Callow has said. “By 
personality he didn't mean in 
■the corrupted sense ... but the 
inner Gfe transformed into the 
, .outer self,”.. . 

Wilde's grandson, Merlin 
Holland, has given the show 
: his enthusiastic backing. He 
himself is working on a new 
book about his ancestor’s life, 
and he said yesterday: “The 
British public are happy enough 
to read his children *s stories to 
their children, or dap ai revivals 
of. The Importance of Being 
Earnest, but his private life you 
jusi didn't ask about . . 

•, “lb find noWthat it’s all beeD , 
brought hack together and the 
-- whole maB & there is delightful. 

. Tm very happy about that.” 

Also in progress is a film ver- 
sion d£ VWlde's play_77ie Ideal 
’ Husband, which is about acab- 
met mmister revered by all 
. women as being the ideal man, 
yetwho hideshis corruption be- 
hind a facade. 

... . Wilde himself bad already 
Von a land of establishment ac- 
ceptance, In 1995, h e was finally 
begivetuhe stamp of approval 
■with an inscription on : a new 
fetaHied-^as»wfodow at Poets’ 

: Corner in Westminster Abbey. 
Even tfae present Marquess of 
Oueensbeny,- descendant of 
tbpman who put Wilde behind 
bars for sodomy, was reported 
fo have joined the Oscar Wilde 
Society../' > 

■ Bur Professor Alan Sinfield, 
author of The. Wilde Century, 
says that the image of Wilde, as 
a consequence of the trials, set 
up the notion of the queer man 
of the 20ib cen tury. 

“I thou^iLat the time there’s 




always been two Oscar Wildes 
- one that’s a synonym for 
queerness and the one that’s at 
the Haymarket with all sons of 
knights and ladies." Until re- 
cently, he said, it was quite dif- 


ficult to marry the two togeth- 
er. 

The fact that the newest pro- 
ductions were doing so could 
signify an increasingly enlight- 
ened attitude towards homo- 




Ti -- •• 


sexuality - or “a technique for 
putting homosexuality back into 
a box, by saying we recognise 

that, enough of it. now we'll . _ , _ _ _ . ^ _ _ ^ 

get to the full man". Professor Three’s company: Simon Callow in The importance of Being Oscar (left), Stephen 
S infield said. Fry, who portrays the playwright in the forthcoming fifm, and (above) Wilde himself 
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NICOLE CERTAINLY KNOWS HOW TO MAKE 
THE MOST OF HER CAPITAL. 


Now Nicole's making her own way in the big 
city, it’s up to her to make her francs go further. 
Which is why, when it comes to buying a car, she’ll 
find the new special edition Renault Gio Paris and 
Clio Versailles simply ideal. 

Both the Paris and Versailles are brimming with 
style, practicality and the sheer je ne sois quoi 
. which distinguishes every Clio 

/7\ from iis rivals, 

wr Stylish touches range from 

each model ’s distinctive 

CARS 

WITH FLAIR upholstery to its high quality 


Philips stereo sound system (with removable fascia 
on the Versailles). 

Practicality is highlighted by a computer padlock 
engine immobiliser, advisable on even the most 


Francs and insurance afters not available on the Clio P3HS 


romantic boulevards these days. As for that something 
extra. . . srep forward the Versailles’ tilt-and-slide 
sunroof and borh cars’ tinted glass and rear 
wash/wipe. Above aJI, there’s the superb new 12-litre 
D.I.E.T. engine with 5-speed gearbox, the perfect 
partner on both busy streets and open roads. 

Yet, with prices starting ar just £7,195 on the 
road for the Paris, and £7,895 for the 
Versailles, both models are within anyone’s reach. 
Even someone who’s just started her first job. 

For more information on the Clio Paris and Clio 
Versailles, call free on 0800 52 51 50. 


Qyt /$?•! T H "0 N I YEAR'S FREE INSURANCE* 
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Assisted places 


at risk after 


scheme frozen 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


Hundreds of new assisted 
places in private preparatory 
schools could be thrown into 
jeopardy because of a civil ser- 
vice freeze on processing them 
during the election period, 
independent schools warned 
vesterday. 

The fate of more than 60U 
places for bright children from 
liw-incumc families in J IS prep 
schools joining the scheme this 
year will lie uncertain under a 
Labour government, even 
though the party has agreed to 
honour places already offered 
if it wins power, the schools said. 

Some said they were now un- 
likely to wait for an end to the 
con fusion and would offer the 
places to paying Families instead. 

Hie difficulty rests on the fact 
that prep schools new to the as- 
sisted places scheme have been 
forbidden to make any firm of- 
fers of places until they receive 
signed "participation agree- 
ments" from the Department 
for Education and Employ- 
ment. 

The deadline for providing 
the department with informa- 
tion for the agreements fell 
yesterday, by which rime all pro- 
cessing of rite scheme had been 


suspended for the duration of 

the election campaign. 

Schools will now have to 
wait until after 1 May to make 
formal offers of places. They will 
also have to wait to see whether, 
if Labour wins, the new gov- 
ernment will honour the offers. 

Moves to extend the assisted 
places scheme were included in 
the Education Bill, which was 
rushed through Parliament last 
week to beat the election dead- 
line. 

In a scries of deals between 
the parties over clauses in the 
Bill. Labour said children who 
had accepted offers by 1 May 
would be allowed to 'take up 
their assisted places if it took 
power, though it remains com- 
mitted to phasing out the 
scheme and using the money 
saved to cut class sizes. 

Private prep schools which 
have been allocated assisted 
places yesterday confirmed they 
had been told not to fill them 
without the formal agreement. 

Andrew CorbetL headmaster 
of Kings College School, Cam- 
bridge. predicted a new Labour 
government might argue that 
The school could not ofFer its 
allocated five places. 

He said: “Having publicly 
announced it was awarding 
these places, it now looks as if 


the DFEE are going to turn 
round and say they arc noL Par- 
ents have had their hopes built 
up. and we have to turn round 
and say no. unfortunately we 
can’t offer them." 

George Marsh, headmaster 
of Dulwich College Preparato- 
ry School in south London, 
said May was likely to be too 
late to fill places' for many ! 
schools, forcing them to give up 1 
their allocated assisted places. { 
• Labour yesterday confirmed ' 
“any places allocated to a spe- 
cific individual children - by ( 
election day would be hon- 
oured. 

A parly spokesman said the 
situation would be reviewed in 
the light of the freeze on agree- 
ments. but blamed government 
incompetence in pushing 
through the bill for creating the 
problem. 

The spokesman added: 
“They did not have the neces- 
sary commitment behind what 
they apparently regard as flag- 
ship proposals." 

A spokeswoman for the ed- 
ucation department said thru all 
processing of participation 
agreements had been stopped 
until after the election in line 
with guidelines on dealing with 
long-term commitments during 
an election period. 





Rolling back the years: Ferenc Puskas, captain 
of the legendary Hungary football team that 
destroyed England 6-3 at Wembley in 1953, 
shaking the hand of veteran commentator 
Kenneth Wolstenholme at the launch of his 
new book Puskas on Puskas in London yester- 
day. The inset photograph shows Puskas - 


nicknamed the Galloping Major - and the Eng- 
land captain Billy Wright leading out the teams 
before the match in which England suffered 
their first home defeat by a foreign side, and 
were outplayed so comprehensively that 
the aura of English invincibility was shattered 
for ever. Main photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 
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Nazi invasion plans 
- a snip at £1,050 


OUR MEMBERS PICKED UP AN EXTRA 


Christopher BeBamy 

Defence Correspondent 




£± MILLION 


PER WEEK. 


German manuals for the 
planned invasion of Britain in 
September 1940 fetched £1,050 
- twice the expected price - at 
a Norfolk auction yesterday. 

The manuals, found by Pat 
Grehan. a former Royal Engi- 
neers surveyor, form part of a 
series of documents more than 
a foot thick, including volumes 


Did they win the lotteiy ? Or was it the pools? No. They were customers of 
Bradford & Bingley. 

Because we’re a mutual building society, we don’t pay dividends to 
shareholders. We just offer great rates on savings and mortgages. 

Rewards Today. Rewards Tomorrow. It’s as simple as that. 


of maps, town plans, pho 
tographs and complete vol- ' 
uraes of text, published in 
Berlin in 1940 to 1941. 

The Germans planned their 
operation, codenarncd “Sea- 
lion", with typical and terrifying 
thoroughness. The initial land- 
ings were to be along the south- 
east coast. But during the Battle 
of Britain the Germans failed to 
achieve the air supremacy they 
needed for a successful mvaaon. 
and they also lost the war at sea. 
Hitler’s attention then turned 
awav eastwards, towards the 
Soviet Union, and Sealion was 
postponed - forever. 

Mr Grehan had found the in- 
telligence documents in 1945 
when he was working at a map 
depot outside Brussels. After 
more than 50 years, he decide 
ed to sell - and was delighted 
with the result “There were lit- 
erally thousands published", 
he said yesterday. “You 
wouldn't think they'd be that 
scarce". Both Mr Grehan and 
the auctioneers, GA Key of Ayl- 
sham, Norfolk, were surprised 
by the the degree of interest 

The exhaustive survey of in- 
vasion objectives in Britain 
went to a bidder who wanted to 
remain anonymous. The Impe- 
rial War Museum said they al- 
ready had copies, and seemed 
surprised at how much the lot 
had fetched. 

The manuals, in green-card 
covers, are titled MVittir - geo- 
graphischc Angabm fiber Eng- 
land - “Military - Geographical 
details of Britain" - and marked 
"Official Use Only". The text is 
in normal type, and not in the 
obscure gothic type the Ger- 
mans often used at that time. 

"There is a complete coastal 
profile which the Zeppelins did 
in J 938". said Andrew BulJocfc. 
the auctioneer. The giant air- 
i ships, able in loiter for hours at 
a thne. which ceased commer- 
cial operations after the Hin- 
denbura airship disaster in 
1937, were used for surveillance 
of the British coast. Even chil- 
dren look pan in the survey, 
from the ground. "The Hiller 
Youth wen: encouraged to come 
| over here on holiday with their 
cameras and sketchbooks", he 
said. 

“(The Germans] weren't just 
going to land by sea," he added, 
j “There were paratroops as welL 
I Whatever area of Britain they 
I were in they would have the req- 
uisite handbook. 

“You amid naivety look at 
the manuals and say *what on 
earth would they need to know 
that for?’. In one of the book- 
lets it lists all the hospitals in Lhe 
country with their capacity. A 
bit ominous." 

Mr Grehan believed ho had, 
as a bov, actually seen the Zap- 
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Spy-books: German maps of Britain and fact-files which 
were prepared for the invasion Photograph: Simon Hadley 


pelin - hovering three or four 
miles offshore - that took the 
continuous photograph of the 
coast from Margate to Wey- 
mouth. He encountered the 
results of the meticulous work 
after the Adlics had landed in 
Normandy. Mr Grehan said 


his depot received more than 
two tons of maps a night for dis- 
tribution to Allied troops. Then 
a big shipment of captured Ger- 
man maps and manuals came in. 
“We were ordered to ship back 
about 200 sets", he said. “The 
rest were taken as souvenirs". 


LLILI 

URGENT 
APPEAL 


Public order in Albania has collapsed. Helpless orphans, 
refugees and the homeless are forced; to fend for 
themselves. Hundreds of thousands of Albanians are in 
urgent need of the most basic human supplies. 

The Red Cross is responding quickly, by preparing to 
supply food and medical supplies throughout the region. 
Our aid workers are actively working with those most in 
need and are well placed to deliver emergency aid the 
moment it arrives. 

A donation of just £25-20 could buy a food parcel which 
will help feed 24 people for a whole month. These innocent 
victims depend on our help. Your help can save lives. 


Please call now with your credit card donation. 

0171 201 5020 

Or you cm send - cheque or postal order with the cbnp tm below. 


+ 


British. Red Cross 


. • ResjtwdQuMj No. XOSf) 


l enclose a cheque/ postal aider (payable to British Red Cross) for 

□ f25(r □ £50 □ £30 □ £2520 Other £_ 

Or please debit my Gab /Switch Can! 


Mr/Mrs/ Miss /Ms 
Address 


A donation of £250 or more about ft-thW-wmuchi^in tfarousb Oft 

Aid* we tan data back the tax. 


L n PW fakih* b<M tt vou KM warn toiww briber infonnalknen the Red Crew 
LJ lick tha bm H you wauVJHkr-a receipt 
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Threemen were cleared yes- 
terday. altbe Court of Appeal 
in Belfast afthe-sectanan mur- 
derof aCatboficmother found 
with her tlm»t ait in: the city. 

. Bui. they were alT sentenced 
for their part in assisting the 
men wfcq se&ed and then stran- 

inj» her bothon^wa^ie ground" 
AnnTvfarie Smyth,- 25, from Ar- 
magh dty, was abducted, from 
a dnbm east Belfast, taken to 
a house and killed.-: -. , 
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Anne Marie Smyth: Taken tie of vodka while in Kn gland 
from dub and stranded ' under the care of an Royal Ul- 

■ ster Constahulaiywitness-pro- 

The murder in February 1992 tection uniL That happened 
homfied Northern Ireland .and shortly before the trial, when she 
five men were later jailed for at denied committing any offence 
least 20 years. since Ms Smyth's murder. 

At the Northern Ireland" Mr Smyth said he was dis- 
Court of Appeal three of them grated by the ruling to dear the 
had their murder convictions three of murder and appalled 
quashed after the court ac- by wbat be described as the Je- 
cepted there was" a “larking meaty of the sentences. He now 
doubt" about their guilt. Lord looks after his daughter's chU- 
Justice MacDermott found dren, Kevin, 11. and Emma, 
each of them guilty of assists^' .ageduine: 
the offenders-one for helping “Hcrw do you try and explain 

to dispose Of the body, anoth- • this to two children? What do 
er for destroying a quilt and a you ten them? 


murder, the latter two are ex- 
. pected to be freed imminently 
and Maimers some time later. 

. . After the hearing Ms Smyth’s 
. father, Rank, said: “Tve been 
sentenced to life, “lb put it 
mildly 1 am very disappointed 
with the judgment." 

Two other men failed in their 
appeals against murder con- 
victions - Carlo John Bing- 
ham, 25, of Caraeen Drive, 

Rathcool, Newtownabbey, and 
Samuel Cooke, 29, of Cregagh 

Street 

Ms Smyth was lured from a Knowing Him: Phil Spector 1 
football Supporters' dub after __ 
it was discovered she was a J 

Catholic in a Protestant area. f~ 

She was taken to a house and k / j I lt“Tl . 1 .1 
strangled. Her body was wV. 

dumped on waste ground and 
the trial of the five men was told Patd McCann 
her throat was then cut Media Correspondent 

The appeal last November 

centred on the credibility of the A High Court judge equated a 
chief prosecution witness, classic Fifties song to a piece of 
Cheryl Kelly, ZU who was in the landyesterday when the Amer- 
house at the time of the mur- ican pop legend, Phil Spector, 
der. The Court jof Appeal was won back the United Kingdom 
told that Ms Kelly stole a bot-- copyright 'to his first hit, “Tb 




Knowing Him: Phil Spector leaving the High Court yesterday after his copyright battle (Photograph Mark St George). Above: the pop legend (left) with members of the Teddy Bears 

Spector wins back rights to Fifties classic 







thir d forremovmgincrnmnat- 
ing evidence. Stephen Man- 
ners, 33, of Woodstock House, 
Belfrist, was sentenced, to JO 
years. David Magee, 26, of 
Pearl Street, and PfalEp Murray, 
30, of KingsSvobd Street, both 
Belfast, each got eight years. 

With“remMion following 


“Ihave to pick up the pieces 
and carry on with my life, but I 
can’t believe there can be such 
a light sentence for an offence 
of assisting in crime. You get 
more for facelifting. 

“The men who fid this are . 
co w ard s and they'll live like cow- j 
ardsfortheir rest of their lives. 1 


their time'- in prison smce tbe.: Tm just stunned:* 


Know Him is fo Love Him", in 
a case that ifiustrated the con- 
tinuing value of the songs that 
accompanied the adolescence of 
today’s fifty-somethings. 

The schmaltzy favourite of a 
thousand karaoke bans, better 
known as To Know, Know, 
Know, Him, has been the 
source of a wrangle over unpaid 
royalties between Specter’s US- 
based company. Mother Bertha 
Music Inc, and UK-based 
Bourne Music Ltd. Mr Justice 
Ferris ruled that Bourne Music 
had no rights to the copyright 
after December 1986. 

Mr Spector claimed an initial 
28-year copyright assignment 
under United States law. made 
in 1958, : in which rights to the 
song were transferred to music 
publishers Warm an Music - 
and a licence was then granted 
to Boume-had expired in 1986. 

Bourne claimed that it was 
still entitled to the rights even 
though* since 1987, it had not 


paid any royalties in respect of 
them. An inquiry into those 
profits due to Mr Spector. 
estimated to run into hundreds 
of thousands of pounds, will 
now take place. 

In an illumioating aside 
about the true nature of classic 
songs the judge said: “When 
that 2S-year term expired the 
copyright ‘reverted’ to Mr Spec- 


tor in the same uav that one 
speaks of land ‘reverting' to a 
freeholder on the expiration of 
a lease.” A further hearing will 
take place in May to deride who 
owns the copyright in jurisdic- 
tions outside the UK. 

Now 57. Mr Spector wrote 
the song in 1958 for the Teddy 
Bears, a band comprising him- 
self and two hiah school friends. 


who i'.v >k it first to the top of the 
US charts and then around the 
world. From that first hit he 
went on to create his trademark 
“wall of sound" for a series of 
soul bands in the Fifties and ear- 
ly Sixties, like The Crystals and 
The Ronettes who sang the hit 
"Da Do Ron Ron”. 

He reached bis peak in the 
mid-Sixties. producing classics 


like “River Deep - Mountain 
High”, with Ike and Tina Tum- 
er.and The Righteous Broth- 
ers' “You've Lost That Loving 
Feeling”, before announcing 
his retirement at the age of 25. 

Since his peak Mr Spector. 
who cultivated the image ol a 
reclusive svengali. has kept a low 
profile. He produced the Beat- 
les" Let ll Be album in the late 


Six lies - for which was crit icised 
by Sir Paul McCartney for the 
s<'«aring violins on “The Long and 
Winding Road". In the Seven- 
ties he produced several John 
Lennon and Leonard Cohen al- 
bums. but has managed to live 
sumptuously in Los Angeles for 
20 years on the riw;dlies from his 
early works. Which explains the 
importance of the court case. 


new jobs for BA 


Barrie Cletnerrt 

Labour Editor 


EN1 


British Airways yesterday 
launched a drive to recruit 
5,000 “frontline” staff following 
a decision toasted a similar 
number of “backroom bays". 

As part of a plan to concen- 
trate on the “core” business, 
two-thirds of the new -recruits 
will be pilots, cabin crew and 
customer, services staff. 

Bob Ayling, BA’s chief exec- 
- 2 S A 3 J - utiyft denied allegations feat be 

” : was frying fo create a “virtual 

airline” and said the company 
envisaged employing more peo: 


pie at the turn of the century 
than it does today. 

. -Union representatives point 
out, however, that many of the 
newcomers will be paid less than 
those being made redundant, 
and that it is all part of a plan 
to cut costs by £lbn. 

- Mr Ayimg said the industry 
was becoming increasingly com- 
petitive and BA needed to re- 
spond to cultural differences, 
-values and tastes and ensure 
that employees could respond 
effectively to customers. 

“This recruitment drive is a 
demonstration that our change 
programme is not just a cost- 


cutting exercise, but a positive 
story about investment in peo- 
ple, new aircraft and services,” 
he said. 

George Ryde, national offi- 
cial for the airline industry at the 
Transport and General Work- 
ers' Union, said the company 
wanted to introduce “new 
starter’ rates for recruits which 
would be - substantially lower 
than the wages earned by those 
already at the airline. 

BA employs 55,000 people - 
45,700 in the* United Kingdom 
- and is in the process of mov- 
ing many of its services to 
Gatwjck from Heathrow. 



EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

■ Dirsctdratc G&®al IB - External Relations 
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Call for submission of 
applications under the 


alfa 


Latin America . 
Acad am Ic Training 


in the following fields : 

• Insticutfon-building m higher education 

. . ■ Cooperation between, higher education institutions and industry 

• Designing joint research projects 

• Mobility of postgraduates . 

• Mobility of students" - 

Only groups of universities or other higher education institutions may apply 


For information and application forms, contact : 


. bat/ceeeta 

Rue Joseph fl / jozef B straw 36 - 4° 

B- lflt» Bnwrites/ Brussel 
.Ta(3Z2)2J9<H53 
fine <322)219 63 B4 


EC REPRESENTATION in 
■ : UNITED KINGDOM 

Jean Monha House 
8. Storeys Gate 

London SWt P3 AT, United Kingdom 
-gb |44l-7l) 973 19 92.Fajc (411-71)973 1900 


Ctosing-date for. submission of applications: 30/04/1997 
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Holy warrior: Ossama Bin Laden in his heavily-guarded Afgian mountain camp this week Photograph: Robert Rsk 


A pilgrimage through a broken 
and dangerous land of death 


Robert Fisk 


The journey to meet Ossama 
Bin Laden began, as it did last 
year, outside the facade of the 
nut-down Spinghar Hotel in 
Jalalabad. An Afghan holding a 
Kalashnikov rifle invited me to 
travel in a car out of town. But 
this time - instead of a journey 
across the deserts and Russian- 
bombed villages of the plains - 
we headed past the roaring wa- 
ters of a great river and up into 
the mountains, overtaking 
trucks and a string of camels, 
their heads turning towards our 
headlights in the gloom. Two 
hours later we stopped on a 
stony hillside and, after a fen- 
minutes. a pick-up truck came 
bouncing down the rough shale 
of the mountainside. 

An Arab in Afghan robes 
came towards the car. I recog- 
nised him at once from our last 
meeting in a ruined village. “I 
am sorry Mr Robert, but I must 
give you the first search," he 
said, prowling through my cam- 
era Mg and newspapers- And 
we set off up the track which Os- 
sama Bin Laden built during his 
jihad against the Russian army 
in the early 19S0s, a terrifying, 
slithering two-hour odyssey 
along fearful ravines in rain and 
sleet, the windscreen misting as 
we climbed the cold mountain. 

“When you believe in jihad, 
it is easy’" he said, fighting 
with the steering wheel as 
stones scuttcred from the tyres, 
bouncing down ravines into the 
clouds below. From time to 
time, lights winked at us from 
far away in the darkness. “Our 
brothers are letting us know 
they see us," he said. 

After an hour, two armed 
Arabs - one with his face cov- 
ered in a scarf, eyes peering at 
us through spectacles - came 
screaming from behind two 
rocks. “Stop! Stop!" As the 
brakes were jammed on. 1 al- 
most hit my head on the wind- 
screen. “Sony, sorry." the 
bespectacled man said.' pu tt mg 
down his anti-tank rocket 
launcher and pulling from his 
pocket an electronic metal de- 
tector. the red light flicking 
over my body in another search. 


The road grew worse as we con- 
tinued, the jeep skidding back- 
wards towards sheer cliffs, the 
headlights illuminating terrify- 
ing gorges on either side. Still 
clutching the wheel, the Arab 
fighter turned to me and smiled. 
“Toyota is good for jihad," he 
said. I could only agree. 

In the moonlight, I could see 
clouds both below us in the 
ravines and above us, curling 
round mountain tops, the head- 
lights now shining on frozen wa- 
terfalls and icy pools. Ossama 
Bin Laden knew how to build 
his wartime roads - many an 
ammunition truck and tank 
had ground up here during the 
titanic struggle against the Red 
Array. Now the man who led 
those guerrillas - the first Arab 
fighter in the battle against 
Moscow -was back again in the 
mountains be knew. There were 
more Arab checkpoints, more 
screaming orders to halt. 


tened to this in silence. “Wfearc 
still at the beginning of our raD- 
itaxy action against the Amer- 
ican forces,” he said. 

If the United States regard- 
ed him as the foremost “terror- 
ist" in the world -as I suggested 
to him they did -then “if liber- 
ating my land is called terrorism, 
this is a great bonotzr for me". 
And so we embarked on a three- 
and-a-half hour interview in 
which the US was damned for 
supporting Israel, but in which 
Europe was faintly praised for 
its slow departure from Amer- 
ican policy in the Middle East. 

For him, there was no dif- 
ference, he said, between the 
American and Israeli govern- 
ments, between die American 
and Israeli armies. But Europe 
was beginning to distance itself 
from the Americans, especially 
France - although he con- 
demned French policies to- 
wards north Africa. He did not 


because of its oil but -more im- 


portantly - because it feared 
(“along with the Zionists") that 
“they and their local agents 
would drown in the Islamic up- 
rising". Of the strict Islamist Ihl- 
iban militia, which now controls 
three-quarters of Afghanistan 
and inwhose region Bin Laden 
now lives, he said that he had 
“struggled alongside them” 
since 1979. " r 9fe believe that Tal- 
iban are sincere in their at- 
tempts to enforce Islamic 
religious law. We saw the situ- 
ation here before [they took 
over] and after, and have seen 
an obvious improvement" 
Despite these words, Ossama 
Bin Laden was unwilling to 
have me taken back to Jalalabad 


6 We set off up the track ... a 
terrifying, slithering two-hour 
odyssey along fearful ravines 9 


“No one can get to us here,” 
the driver mullered. 

Our meeting was almost an 
ami-dimax. Ossama Bin Laden 
looked fatigued when be ent- 
ered the tent in which I was 
waiting cross-legged cm a rough 
blanket, my shoes left at the en- 
trance. At times during our 
conversation, he paused for at 
least a minute to choose his 
words. He was. however, stud- 
iously polite, offering the usu- 
al Arab courtesy of food to a 
stranger a tray of cheese, olives, 
bread and jam. But his message 
was unequivocal, even, brutal, 
while couched with the usual 
conditional clauses. “I am not 
against the American people - 
only their government," he said. 
How many times have 1 heard 
that phrase? I told him I 
thought the American people 
regarded their government as 
their representatives. He lis- 


mention Algeria but the name 
hovered over us for several 
minutes like a ghost. 

He gave me a Pakistani wall 
poster in Urdu which pro- 
daimed the support of Pakistani 
scholars for his holy war against 
the Americans, even colour 
photographs of graffiti on the 
walls of Karachi, demanding the 
ousting of US troops from “the 
place of the two Holy Shrines 
(Mecca and Medina) . He had, 
he said, received some months 
ago an emissary from the Sau- 
di royal family who Said that Bin 
Laden would have his Saudi cit- 
izenship and passport returned 
to him and that his family would 
receive 2 billion Saudi rivals 
(039m) if he abandoned his ji- 
had - declared on 23 August - 
and went back to Saudi Arabia. 
He had rejected the offer and 
so had his family, he said. 

The US was in Saudi Arabia 


at midnight So I spent the night 
under the stars at his guerrilla 
camp, dose to the massive rock- 
bewo air-raid shelter that he built 
during the Russian war. When 
the Arabs drove me bade before 
dawn next day, they paused by 
the roadside to pay, kneeling on 
rugs with their rifles beside 
them, crying “AHahu Akbar" 
over the bleak landscape of 
rivets and snow-capped moun- 
tains. And amid the pageant of 
stars above us, a great comet 
trailed down the sky with a fiery 
tail, unseen since me time of the 
Pharaohs. It was, 1 learned lat- 
er. the Hafe-Bopp comet “They 
say that after a comet, there win 
be a great war;" one of the Arabs 
said to me. 


We bad driven past the police 


but, minutes later, a thunderous 
explosion tore across the road, 
incinerating every driver within 
100 metres, a massive bfest at the 
local munitions store that killed 
at least 50 men, women and chil- 
dren and left hundreds wound- 
ed. The TMiban were on. the 
streets, beating bade relatives of 

the dead with sticks, a mBcjrajb 
column of brown smoke belch- 
ing into the sky. It was not dif- 
ficult to see how this broken, 
dangerous nation could engen- 
der anger and an acceptance of 
death; even a desire to turn the 
weapons once used against the 
Soviets upon the world's only 
surviving superpower. . 
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peace hopes under 
rubble of Tel Aviv 
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Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 


The suicide bomber .who blew 
himself up yesterday in a cafg 
in lei Aviv, Idffing two people 
and wounding 47, may have fi- 
nally ended any lingering hopes 
of a peace agreement between 
Israel and the Pal estinians ! 

- Benjaibia Netanyahu, the ls- 
raeli Prime .Minister, immedi- 
ately accused Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader,- of giving 
the “green,- light? for the re^ 
sumption of violence. The 
bombing, the .first for over a 
year, was daimed by Hamas, the 
Islamic militant organisation. 

The explosion took place as 
people sat down to lunch in the 
courtyard of the Apropos Cof- 
fee House, on Ben Guririn 
Boulevard, in the centre of-Tel 
Ayiv.. A man entered carrying 
two bags. “He looked strange,'’ 
.said .Gad Ben Tzur, a waiter. 

“1 was trying to pick tip an or- 
der. A second later, there was 
a tremendous flash and he Wrw 
up” - 

Among the injured were chil- 
dren in fancy dress who were 
celebrating die Jewish settle^ 
roerrt of Purim. A scc-monlh-ol d 
baby dressed: in a red and blue 
down’s uniform was taken away 
covered in blood. The two bags 
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A sapper inspecting what is thought to be the suicide bomber’s 
bQdy in the rums of the cafe Photograph: AP 









An Israeli soldier set bn fire 
by a petrol bomb In Hebron 

carried by the bomber, in keep- 
ing with previous attacks, con- 
tained ball bearings and nails, 
in order to JdD and wound as 
many penile as posable. 

The suicide bombing came 
four days after Israel started to 
build a Jewish settlement at Har 
Homa in east Jerusalem on- 
land which was captured in 
1967. Asked if the bunding of 
the settlement might have led ; 
to the attack, Mr Netanyahu 
said: *T find that line of ques- 
tioning obnoxious and im- 
moral.., , 

• . The newsettlement and the 
bombing together make it un- 
likely that Israel will end its oc- 


cupation ofthe TXfest Bank as in- 
. tended under the interim agree- 
ment of 1995. 

Soon after the bombing, 
Hamed Bitani, a Hamas leader, 
addressing a crowd of 10,000 in 
Nablus, the largest city of the 
West Bank, said: “I have good 
news for you. There is a suicide 
operation in Tfel Aviv.” As the 
crowd reportedly cheered; Mr 
Bitani continued: “This is the 
only language the occupiers 
understand, the language of 
martyrdom.” 

Israel closed off the West 
Bank immediately after the 
attack. Identity, papers found 
near the remains ofthe bomber 
suggest that he comes from 
Zurif village, near Hebron, 
which is under Israeli security 
control. 

Even before the attack, 
Palestinian politicians said that 
because or their inability to 
stop Har Homa their moderate 
methods might be replaced by 
violence. Rtisal Husseini, the 
Palestinian leader in Jerusalem, 
who had spent the night in a tent 
at a peace camp he has estab- 
lished oh a hill near where Is- 
raeli bulldozers are breaking 
ground for the settlement for 
■ 27.000 Jews, sai± “People are 
really convinced that the Israelis 
are not listening to us. So they 
may say to us: Thank you, but 
stand aside.’** 

. Salah al- Thamari, a member 
of the Palestinian Legislative 
Coraril, said: ^Israel fired a bul- 

want us dead! 

Let them give it the death cer- 
tificate.” . 

In Hebron, the Palestinian 
city from which Israeli forces 
partially withdrew in January, 
there was confrontation but 
also oo-operation between Is- 
raelis and Palestinians. In the 
morning some 500 boys at- 
tacked Israeli troops with stones 
in the centre of the city. Troops 
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fired back with rubber bullets 
and and a particularly toxic 
tear gas, which led to some 30 
rioters being taken to hospital. 
The demonstrators drove the 
troops, who appear to have 
been under strict orders not to 
use live rounds, 100 yards into 
the Israeli-held zone and cut off 
13 Israeli soldiers in a house. 

JibrO Rajoub, the bead of 
Palestinian Preventive Security, 
whose headquarters is in He- 
bron. ended the riot by order- 


ing hundreds of his men in and 
out of uniform to drive back the 
rioters. Linking arms they 
marched down the street, shout- 
ing: “Go home, bays." A unit of 
Palestinian soldiers were show- 
ered with stones by a Palestin- 
ian crowd os they clambered 
through the window of a build- 
ing to evict stone throwers who 
were attacking Israeli troops. 
The Israeli soldiers, for their 
part, wrestled an M-36 rifle 
away from a policeman who was 
about to open fire. 

Local people said they were 
angry about Har Homa. Shams 
Edin, 35, a restaurant owner, 
said: “It is as if you went to drink 
a glass of water and somebody 
spits in it" Nevertheless, an 
opinion poll this week by the 
Centre for Palestinian Research 
and Studies, showed that only 
9 per cent of Palestinians ap’- 
proved of taking armed action 
in response to the settlement. 

The problem for Mr Ne- 
tanyahu is that if he wants to 
slop further suicide bombings 
he needs the co-operation of the 
Palestinian security services. 
He defeated the previous Israeli 
government in the election last 
May after four suicide bomb- 
ings. three by Hamas and one 
by Islamic Jihad. Two bombs 
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A policewoman carrying a wounded child from the scene of the blast in Tel Aviv 


were on board different Num- 
ber IS buse* on Jaffa Road in 
Jerusalem and exploded a week 
apart. The last bomb was at the 
Dizcngoff centre in Tel Aviv, a 
few streets away from yester- 
day's attack. It left J5 dead. 


Mr Netanyahu accuses Mr 
Arafat of releasing Hamas 
members and leaders in reeent 
weeks and therefore giving his 
taeii assent for the resumption 
of suicide attacks. He said in an 
interview in the daily \1a\iriv 


yesterday: “When the PA 
j Palestinian .Authority ) opens its 
prison gates and releases the 
leaders of terrorists wlu» declare 
their intent to renew attacks - 
ii is clear we will view the PA as 
responsible for these attacks." 




Photograph: Reuter 

But if Mr Arafat does to re- 
turn to the policy of the "iron 
fist" against Hamas, which 
means imprisunemeni without 
trial, and torture, he will expect 
Mr Netanyahu to abide by the 
terms of the Oslo agreement. 
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Zairean rebels 
pledge to fight 
on to Kinshasa 


With Us army routed, its prime 
minister paralysed and its ailing 
leader already in exile, the cor- 
rupt and ineffectual regime of 
Zairean president Mobutu Sese 
Scko seems to be living out its 
last days. 

The" ailing president left 
France for home yesterday, af- 
ter receiving treatment for can- 
cer, But the rebels said his 
return made no difference. As 
Kinshasa buzzes with rumours 
of a military coup. Laurent Ka- 
bila and his victorious rebels 
plan to make sure that it is they 
and not the Mobutists who call 
the final shots of the war. 

Although its frontline troops 
have only just captured Kisan- 
gani, 800" miles from Kinshasa, 
the Alliance of Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo-Zaire says it intends to 
fight all the way to the capital 
if the authorities there - who- 
ever they may turn out to be - 
do not swiftly come to terms. 

Four months ago. when the 
rebels emerged from the hills of 
southern Knu to capture the 


British forces plan to rescue 
an estimated 470 British cit- 
izens from Zaire if the coun- 
try disintegrates with the 
further advance of the reb- 
els, senior defence sources 
said yesterday, writes 
Christopher Bellamy. 

If a rescue has to be car- 
ried out, the Mirwsfry of De- 
fence was yesterday plan- 
ning to move the main 
group north from the cap- 
ital, Kinshasa, across the 
Zaire river into Brazzaville. 

A second group would 
be moved from Lumum- 
basha, in the south of the 
country. 

The operation woiid, §ke 
that in Albania, involve spe- 
cial forces troops on the 
ground, helicopters and 
Hercules transport planes. 


frontier towns of Gvma. and 
Bukavu, few people took seri- 
ously their threat to overrun the 
entire country. But after the fall 
last weekend of Kisangani, 
Zaire's third largest city, it 
seems possible that the shadowy 
rebel army can indeed take Mr 
Kabila, who yesterday visited 
Kisangani, all the way to Kin- 
shasa tf Mr Mobutu or his suc- 
cessors refuse to give up power. 

Originally dominated by eth- 
nic Tuisis from the Kivu region, 
who rebelled last October fol- 
lowing government pogroms, 
the rebels remain a largely un- 
known. invisible force. Tight 
controls on movement in rebel 
areas ensured that few jour- 
nalists or aid workers have got 
anywhere near the fighting. 

Kinshasa and its allies claim 
that there is a reason for this se- 
crecy. They allege that the bulk 
of the fighting is being done by 
troops from the Rwanda and 


The Mobutu regime 
seems to be living 
out its last days. 
Ed O’Loughlin, 
in Goma, reports 

Uganda veterans of the 19S6 
war against Milton Obote and 
of the 1994 campaign that oust- 
ed Rwanda’s genocidal Hutu 
regime. Both countries had 
poor relations with Mr Mobu- 
tu, who allowed Ugandan rebels 
and Rwandan Hutu infiltrators 
to operate from his territory. 

Uganda and Rwanda have 
consistently denied these 
claims, but Westerners who 
were in Rwanda and Zaire dur- 
ing the Kivu campaign last year 
noted distinct similarities in 
style between the rebels hold- 
ing the towns and the well-dis- 
ciplined fighters of the 
Rwandan Patriotic Army. 

■fournalislswere present last 
November when RPA troops at- 
tacked across the border from 
neighbouring Gisenyi, ostensi- 
bly to drive off Zairean Armed 
Forces (FAZ) who had 
mortared the town. Goma fell 
to the rebels the same day. 

Since then, some of the rebel 
officers in Goma have been 
identified as Zairean-born Tut- 
sis who had left Zaire in the late 
1980s and early 1990s to join the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front, then 
in exile in Uganda. 

Whatever the nature of the 
links between the rebel forces 
and the Rwandan government , 
few in eastern Zaire doubt the 
links are strong. 

The rebels' leader, Laurent 
Kabila - a non-Tutsi whose 
name was first linked to the re- 
bellion a month after it broke 
out - has been at pains to show 
that Zaireans of ail ethnic 
groups are flocking to the rebel 
cause. He claims to have more 
than 15,000 men under arms, 
including numerous defectors 
from the FAZ. 

The source of the rebels’ 
equipment and ammunition is 
unclear, although they have, as 
Mr Kabila claims, captured 
large quantities of both from the 
FAZ and its allies in the exiled 
Rwandan Hutu army. 

While they have mortars and 
some artillery pieces, the rebels 
seem to rely mainly on sraaD 
arms and the tactics Of stealth 
and surprise perfected by the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front in 
1994. 

People in the captured towns 
have said that the rebels seem 
to operate in small groups. They 
often infiltrate at night and the 
ensuing confusion, together with 
a few mortar rounds, has usu- 
ally been enough to frighten off 
the demoralised, untrained and 
unpaid FAZ soldiers. 

The identity of the com- 
manders directing these tactics 
remains largely unknown, al- 
though Mr Kabila's son is offi- 
cially credited with leading the 
capture of Kisangani. Andrl 
Kissasse. who described himself 


as the affiance’s military leader 
last November, was killed short- 
ly afterwards, reportedly in an 
ambush. 

Whoever Mr Kabila's gen- 
erals are, they could yet win the 
war without fighting a battle. Mr 
Kabila said this week that su- 
perior knowledge of the terrain 
- mostly thick jungle, rivers and 
swamps - ensured his fighters 
bad little difficulty coping with 
the 300-odd white mercenaries 
imported by Mr Mobutu at the 
beginning of the year. 

While some rebel leaders 
have said the southern city of 
Lumumbashi is their next 
objective. Mr Kabila says his 
men are also acquiring boats for 
a fresh advance down the Zaire 
river towards Kinshasa. 



war leave 
Papuans 
to fate 

Staff and feenebs — i 

Dozens of African mercenaries' \ 

■faissfflits > 

standoff between army and 

8 °Aspol£ damped down on 
- fresh unrest, about! 50 merce- 
naries flew out of Pbrt M °rcS' - 
by- emdkd by the soldiers they 
were meant to have foughi - 
alongside. Some later flew via 

Hong Kong to South 
The crisis kept Papua sneighr 
boors on guard. Austraha, the 

country’s Fonner colonial ruter, 
said it had put its troops cm m- 
nuiitmw in rase the CO- - 


Brothers at wan A Singjrok supporter threatening a fellow soldier he believes Is not loyal 


sis worsened. ...» 

Local radio reported that ri- 
oting had spread outside the 
capital yesterday, with police fir- 
ing tear gas to disperse thou- 

_ sands of demonstrators in the 

Photograph: Reuters northern town of Lae. 
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Albanian rebels insist 
Berisha be ousted 

Rebel Albanian leaders tempered their opposition to the 
caretaker government but insisted President Salt Berisha 
be ousted and that they be given a voice in running the 
country. After meeting in Tipelena, 100 miles from 
Tirana, leaders of 12 rebel-controlled districts called on 
the Prime Minister. Bashkim Fine*, to set up a presidential 
council to rule until elections are held, by June at the 
latest. AP - Tirana 

Serbian TV station blacked out 

The most trusted television station in Serbia has been 
blacked out across most of the country amid a battle for 
control of the media before elections this year. The slate 
telecommunications authority cut independent BK 
television's transmission lines, stopping broadcasts to 
cities south of the capital. Reuters - Belgrade 











IMAGE OF In pre-Coloniai days, before Greenwich was established as the guide to the world's time, Jantar Mantar, the oldest observatory in India, set the hour on the sub-continent. It is to be one of the country's 

THE WEEK venues to celebrate the millennium. Photograph by Kalpesh Lathigra using a Nikon F90, Kodachrome 64 at 250th of a second, fl6. To order a print of this picture (£14) phone 0171-293 2534 




L etis lobkat the hfctorical background!© thedevd- 
Opment t>t medicinal plants throughout the 
world* paying particular attention to tbosemate- 
rials which are fra^ant, either as essential oQs or as 
herfr materials. So let us journey back through time 
to the very beginnings of mediariaT-bistoiy. A check 
on our chronometer shows ns to be in theyear 1300BC 
Much of Egyptian culture centred on the use of 
essential oik. Throughout the Bible iohe finds namer- 
' ousriefctaaces to the ctKtom ofmoiniing various parts 
of the body. There are also many iBustrations in papyri, 
on artefacts and in tomb wall pamtiugs of these 

uixkwbted^espensve and precious oib bemg prepared 
and applied. ff we took closely at TirtanlrhaiTien*s : ttirope. 
we ran seethe young Queen Ankhesenamen replying 
oils to hiscoDar. In a panel from the gold shrine sur- 
rounding his sarcophagus, she is caught in the act of 
; applying oUsto. the young pharaoh. . .. • 

1h m$py fQuStrations and carvings you will notice 
strange cones on people's heads; These were highly 
- perfiriped imguents of low melting point; as die 
wearer^came warm, soihecOne would slowly melt 
and tbe'^granced oils would tunoyerlhem. 

- Tbteakei the.ofls, aman would first chop and frag- 
ment a fraijrani piece of wooclr then macerate the 
chips m wioe, After a few daysthe Eqnqr would be 
'sfraineddff. Fat and more fragranrbeibs were added 
and then the inixtuxew&s slowly heaied.The fragrant 
herbs obviously yielded their virtues more easily to. 
the ipilylat thaD to the ltydronakohoBc wine. The mix- 
ture was allowed to cool so tfaatthelat set and couid 
be skimmed off. ' 

• - Herbs and spices were theriground and mixed with 
ths fat, which was fashicmedinto cakes and allowed 
i td starid. Hie final product woidd today be called a 
pomade. Did the ancient pharaohs have an under- 
standing of aromatherapy, or were they tmng tfee fra-" 
- .grahcgs purely for the pleasure of their odour? 

•;. ? r We do know that-the andem J^yptians.ixsed 
.sOeds of the opium poppy, Papaver somruferum, in . 
cooking, but that they were unaware of. the narcotic 
properties of its exudate. There is no evidence that 

they smoked hemp».either they were not makers of 
' • Kplffls rir drug abusers as far as we can tefl. 

ysfe. prove next to' India in 800BC To a land of 




WORDS OF THE WEEK 


In a lecture to the Chelsea Physic 
Garden, a haven of herbs buried deep in 
the heart of London, chemist Anthony 
Dweek talked of Plants, Perfume and 
People and took his lessons from history. 
Here are some highlights 



of gardenia and hibiscus and oils of exotic roses, but 
roost of all the sensuous jasmine. 

Hie most interesting use of jasmine oQ was as an 
aphrodisiac. There are many reasons why a plant may 
heighten sexual stamina or libido, but jasmine is spe- 
cial It does not work by irritating the genital tract, by 
stimulating blood flow or by acting as a tonic, nor does 
it act as a prophylactic or placebo. 

What it does do, is heighten the alpha wave activity 
in the brain. When this activity is increased, so are 
-awareness and perception. So its action is not physi- 
calfy to ixnprove sea, but it may improve the mental stim- 
uli tlat are required to get things going and, more to 
the point, keep them going. 

Now to AD23, and one of the earliest recorders 
of herbal medicine. We are in Como in northern Italy 
just in time to witness the birth of Caius Plinius Seaic- 
dus, or Pliny the Elder, who wrote many books, of 
which only one survives, a work of a mere 37 volumes. 
A passage that I particularly like is: “A poultice is 
more efficacious if laid upon him by a maiden, her- 
self fasting and naked, who at the same time bas to 
repeat certain special words." I have no doubt that 
-any man would feel immensely better under these 
conditions, but have been unable to ascertain what 
tho words should be. 

On to the 12th century and the small German town 
of Bingen. Here we find a remarkable lady, a mystic, 
stateswoman, writer of holy songs and phenomenal 


herbalist: the Abbess Hildegarde von Bingen. Many 
of her recipes include fragrant herbal materials. 

There is an interesting cure for hay fever, which 
is to inhale the fumes from smoking yew wood, pre- 
pared by placing the shavings in a flowerpot, then 
heating the pot. A flowerpot seems a strange idea, 
because it has a hole in the bottom. huL the air cir- 
culates through the bottom and converts upwards, 
carrying more vapour than a pot without the hole. 

(] tried this at home to see what it smelt like. Apart 
from setting off smoke alarms all over the house, it 
certainly had a pungent and eye -watering effect, and 
seemed to relieve nasal congestion.) 

Then we move on to a village near Carmarthen in 
Wales to meet the physicians of Myddvai. renowned 
herbalists of the 13th centuiy. They offer this recipe, 
which J would certainly avoid, for application to 
“proud flesh", which I interpret as another term for 
overactive fibroblast activity and the formation of 
excessive scar tissue: 

“Thke a toad that can scarcely creep, beat it with 
a rod, till irritated, it smells, and dies [How irritated 
can you get?]. Then pul it in an earthem pot. clos- 
ing the same so that no smoke can come out or air 
enter in. Burn it till it is reduced to ashes, and apply 
the same to the part." Not exactly animal- friendly. 

We now venture timidly into the 15th century and 
make our way to London, where we discover a pot 
of Gilbert's ointment. Suffering from sore tips, we 


apply some of the soothing salve and read the recipe 
on the label: “Take a very fat puppy dog and skin him: 
then lake the juice of cucumber, rue and pelliiory: 
berries of ivy and juniper; fat of vulture, fox and bear 
in equal pans: stuff the puppy therewith and boil him. 
Add wax to the grease that floats on the surface and 
make therefrom an ointment. This product has not 
been tested on animals. Signed, Gilhcrtus Angticus." 

In 1493 we come upon Philipp Theophrastus 
Bomhasius von Hohenheim i mercifully better known 
to us as Paracelsus). He wrote: “The mind need not 
concern itself with the physical constitution of the 
plants and roots. It recognises the powers and virtues 
intuitively (hanks to the signatures they carry." 

This may he best explained with a few examples. 

Heartsease or wild pansy. irob tricolor . has heart- 
shaped lower leav es, so according to Paracelsus’s doc- 
trine it should be good for the heart- In fact it is a bean 
tonic, and has been used in cases of bean failure. 

Celandine, or Chduionium majus. has a bright yel- 
low juice. so should be go<xl for biliary conditions and 
jaundice. Examination of its properties shows it to be 
an anlispasmodic, reducing inflammation of the biliary 
ducts, and iL bas been used successfully to treat jaun- 
dice. Walnut, or Jngbns regia, looks like a brain, so 
should be good for headaches or menial disturbances. 
We discover that the walnut is one of the foods rich in 
manganese, important for nerves, brain and cartilage. 

In 1597 John Gerard, an Elizabethan physician, 
published his great “herbal or the histone of plants". 
He refers to a plaDt not only as valerian, but also as 
setwall: surprisingly he is using the dry root as an anti- 
dote for poison, and for the healing of “sleight cuts". 
He writes: “They that wfll have their heale. must put 
Setwall in their keale.’’ ( 1 don’t know whether a keale 
is some type of portage or slew, or simply a saucepan ). 

The excitement of plant discovery begins to tarnish 
as modern drugs start to replace traditional remedies. 
This is progress. But the pendulum swings. The 
teaching of plant pharmacy is again on the increase, 
public awareness is increasing and clinical scepticism 
is on the wane. 
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the best literary magazine in the world 


I MB ■ W For in-depth rea- 

^ V ■' soned argument and 

literary criticism, the 
. London Review of Books 
is hard to match. The Sunday Times calls it the ‘boldest 
of the literary journals’. To Clive James it is The house 
. magazine of the literary &ite’, while Alan Bennett oon- 
; siders it simply the liveliest, the most serious and also 
the most radical litefaiy magazine we have 5 . 

T he London Review of Books is many 
thing s, but it is not an easy read. Simply 
because the issues facing the world today are 
not easy ones. Here is just a handful of the sub- 
jects and authors which have appeared in recent issues: 
Martha Geilhorn on the deaths of Brazilian children, 
i Paul foot on Tory sleaze, Christopher Hitchens on 


Clinton sleaze, Alan Bennett’s diary, Jenny Diski’s mem- 
ories of childhood, Colm Toibin on poetry and AIDS, 
Jacqueline Rose on Virginia Woolf, Frank Kermode on 
Judas Iscariot, Edward Luttwak on the iniquity of central 
banks, Helen VendJer on T.S. Eliot, Eric Hobsbawm on 
the Russian Revolution. 


T HE LRB is as much a political paper as a com- 
mentary on books and their authors. For peo- 
ple who love the written word, it is required 
reading. Take this opportunity now to intro- 
duce yourself to the LRB. Simply complete the coupon to 
enter a trial subscription. If you do so you will save 15% 
and receive your first six issues absolutely free. 

London Review of Books, 28-30 Little Russell Street, 
London WC1A2HN 


1 POST TO: London Review oTBoaks. freepost. WC 3919 , lonoon wcia zrr , 

[ England. No sump required if posted in UK. 

1 Mease send me sue free issues of the London Review of Books and enter my one-year sub- 
1 scripri on of 34 fortnightly issues at a saving of 13%. I enclose payment now, but 1 under- 
j stand that if, after six issues, 1 wish to cancel my subscription, I can do so and receive a 
i full refund. The six issues will be mine to keep at no cost. 

1 Mr/MrsIMs/Miss 

J Address 


] Postcode _ Date- ......... 

j RATES: 1 year I24T 6 issues) 15**- off- 
i UK; £45.90 (save £S.io) Europe £56.10 (save £9.90) 

{ Middle East. Africa, India, Latin America; £62.05 (save £10-95) 
j Australasia, Far East: £66.30 [save £11.701 

1 □ 1 enclose 3 cheque for £. made payable to 'London Review of Books Ltd’. 

j □ Mease charge my MasterCard; American Express/Dinere CtobfYisa card: 

! No. □□ □ □ □□□□□ □□□□□□□ 

! 

J Card expiry daw /. ...... Signature .... 

■ ® Credit card hotline; (0171) 209 1141, Fax: (0171) 209 1151 

J Frt*n tine a tunc tot nay rrcrrivr ialortnatk’n shoal otten, icrvica- and prodon* ilut m^y be pfi nicrm id 
I run. Ifyoo would prefer iwl ro men* *a«, pleawndra* bmO ING 
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life sentence in cyberspace 


William Hartston meets 
the man who hopes his 
work will never come to 
a full stop 

S ay fellers, wouldn't it be a great idea 
if everyone in the world, or at least 
on the Internet, ‘cos that’s the next 
best thing, all joined together in writing a 
never-ending sentence to which everyone 
Could contribute whenever and whatever 
they liked, with the only rule being that 
nobody can ever use a full slop or put an 
end to the sentence in any other way, 
thus ensuring that it would go on for ever 
and the whole thing would be a son of 
global stream of consciousness reflecting 
the ideas and personalities of everyone, 
individually and corporately, who contri- 
buted to it, making it not only the world's 
first collaborative" sentence but also the 
world's hugest and most amazing art 
work of all time, constantly mutating yet 
with every detail faithfully preserved for 
ever and ... 

Stop! That's enough! Full stop. There, 
I've done it. But I hope it has given you 
the idea. It all started in December 1994, 
“at the beginning of time as far as digital 
art is concerned", as Douglas Davis, the 
man who started the World’s First Col- 
laborative Sentence, explains it. Davis is a 
63 -year-old artist from New York who 
was one of the pioneers of video art in 
the Seventies and has been at the 
forefront of video and performance art 
ever since. He gained celebrity status 
particularly through one television inter- 
view in which he placed bis hands directly 
on the camera and invited the audience 
to get up and touch their screens - to 
meet fingers with him and think about 
whether they were really touching. 

The amazing thing is that many did so. 
They also enjoyed his participative art 
works featuring a video-camera, through 
which the spectator became part of the 
object being viewed. Such explorations of 
the ambiguous relationship between per- 
former and audience are taken a step 
further with the Sentence (which, as its 
contributors never tire of pointing out, is 
not really a sentence at all). 

Okay, it's a nice idea, but is the World- 
Wide Web (aka the Ner-nerd nation) any 
place to expect creative collaboration? 
Douglas Davis admits that when it began, 
he did not know what to expect. “I didn't 
know if we would attract an audience, or 
what type of audience.” But he soon de- 
cided that the Sentence was indeed pro- 
viding a worthy display of “the wit and 
dexterity of the Web world”. It shows, he 
says, “the diversity and unpredictability of 







’itid iUOri'S of uf'ttsttr t>ro'Uu-n<>H i'USt".. :u ti 

in the salon for a month, and then on the wall 


of a sitting room in. the Faubourg Saint-Germain? 


how lo means o' artist sc tiistrioulion - .o 


bvnass the art market or the 


the world's mind”. Diverse definitely: un- 
predictable, unarguably - but is it good 
for anything? 

“The sentence tells you there is a lot of 
spunk out there - brilliance and rhet- 
orical anger. But there's one thing you 
don’t see. You don’t see stupidity." 

Hang on a moment. I said to the crea- 
tor of the world’s longest sentence. Have 
you read the thing? It's full of stupidity. 


We never really resolved that point, 
nor did we reach any clear conclusions 
about the relationship between concept 
and content in such a collaborative work 
of art. The concept is magnificent: an all- 
embracing. world-wide, teach the world 
to sin y in perfect harmony, unending 
Coca-Cola ad of perfection. But the 
content is predominantly sad and dreary. 

The Sentence would now be some 500 



laughing and 
habhlma tod me another 
n some unconi] axdiensible 
language while I leaned back 
against the bench, trying hard 
not to fall asleep, and the woman 
sitting next to me jabbed at my arm and asked 
me mwii/y. a mkropkow' held up to hsr neck because 
! think her larnyx had been removed, 'What lan- 
guage you think they’re talking” the problem 
for the revolutionary artist in the nineteenth 
century-perhaps it is still the problem 



pages long if printed out single-spaced, in 
a small type size, on A4 paper. Many 
thousands of people have contributed to 
it, in a wide variety of languages (but 
mainly English), and more than 150,000 
have logged on to the site to read at least 
a part of it. It has become the world’s 
largest wall of cyber-graffiti, with a lot of 
filth (none weU enough written to be 
exciting), a good deal of self-pitying, and 
just the occasional gem of genuine wit or 
expressive writing. But there is no doubt 
that the Sentence is an important cultural 
phenomenon. 

Many of us have played the game 
where each person in turn adds a letter to 
an ever-growing word, the only rules 
being that you must never complete a 
word, but you must always have in mind 
one that can be completed from the let- 
ters so far played. Some of us have 
played a similar game in which a sen- 
tence is written one word at a time, the 
only rules being that it has to make 
sense, and may never come to a full 
stop. Mathematicians among us may 
even have played a game where players 
add digits one at a time to a number,- 
trying to keep it prime and Losing a life if 
another player can name a divisor. 

But none of this can compare with a 
game played simultaneously by thousands 
of people around the world, all contribut- 
ing to the same sentence. This is surely 
the ultimate word game. It is just rather a 
pity that the people playing it do not yet 
seem to have realised its potential. Or if 
they have, then perhaps it wasn’t such a 
good idea in the first place. 

If you want to contribute to the Sen- 
tence, or just see how it’s getting along, 
the best place to start is at httpV/math 
240.lehman.cuny.edu/art. 

If you want something even more excit- 
ing, you will have to wair until 1 May, 
when Douglas Davis’s next Web project is 
unveiled. The objective is a collaborative 
redesign of the perfect human body from 
examples sent from all over the world. 
Download a body of your choice, im- 
prove it, and send it bade “Let the world 
have its say,” says Douglas Davis. “No- 
body knows what the world will say.” 


Edited highlights (and lowlights) of the World’s First Collaborative Sentence 


I DID NOT FEEL SEPARATED I FELT 
VERY CLOSE EVEN THOUGH WE 
WERE THOUSANDS OF MILES 
APART AND I WAS SURROUNDED 
BY PEOPLE HERE I FELT CLOSE 
HOW ARE YOU THIS IS DURBAN 
WE FEEL WE ARE A PART OF THE 
WORLD AT LAST IN THE PALACE 
HERE 1 AM WAITING FOR THE 
PRESIDENT I SEND YOU 
GREETINGS HERE 1 .AM IN THE 
GALLERY LOOKING AT THIS BIG 
PENCIL 1 AM LAUGHING COGITO 
ERGO SUM GO GO GO SENTENCE 
swing swing swing ring ring ring ring ring 
letherethereevervwhcreGU MBOGUMB 
Ohellholel DONT KNOW WHAT TO 


SAY ... WELLTHis thing of of writing 
in all caps is getting a bit tiresome and 
why does this sentence have sound so 
disgusting and arty who do think we are 
james joyce’s greatgrandchildren or some 
kind of gertrude stein ... ISN'T IT JUST 
FUN TO WRITE TOGETHER LIKE 
THIS millenial exaggerations overstate 
our singularity .basic humanity is as lonely 
as (Tm feeling a bit spacy) there are a lot 
of things that could be said, but i don't 
know what to say but i wane to say it my 
father is coating near have to stop now he 
always comes upstairs like this in the 
middle of the night dust follows dust in 
the endless progression of biological 
kitchen-ware and still 1 was there, alone 


on a large vast sea of metaphorical water, 
waiting for the sun to rise and sbed some 
light on me. the fish, the frog, the boat 
and the lake THERE WAS A YOUNG 
MAN FROM BOMBAY ON A SLOW 
BOAT TO CHINA ONE DAY WAS 
TRAPPED IN THE TILLER BY A SEX 
CRAZED GORILLA AND CHINA'S A 
LONG WAY AWAY And down went the 
bucket into the subconscious ... but you 
can find bits in German. Polish. French. 
Italian, Spanish. Dutch and other _ 
languages I could not even recognize, so 
it's global all right but not only, the 
content of the Sentence itself gives a very 
good sociological view of Net users: ... 
some are writing off their phantasms as 


they would on a graffiti wait many are 
taking this Sentence as a game and take 
up the challenge of writing on and on 
what goes through their mind just to be 
part of history; because this sentence is 
now pan of histoiy. Doug, good jab wid 
de sentence and not only that but a 
question mark or exclamation ends a 
sentence too but we can’t have that now 
can we as watch the moon glide with 
dolphins in the rain and, tah dab! the 
End. 1 ? not allowed when goin’ for the 
longest? e’est bon! ... finish this sentence 
jerky and let our voice echo through 
interstellar space ... and that, my liege, is 
how we know the Earth to be banana- 
sbaped; he’s dead, Jim; 
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How to drink bear without fearing a power cut 

‘ As you settle in front of your television 
set, preparing to sip your way through a 
six-pack of lager and watch a good late- 
night programme about synchronised 
macraml or feng shui for bed-sits, do you 
ever harbour dark fears that a power cut 
may disrupt your pleasure? If so, here is a 
remedy that I have found infallible: 

"When you have drained your first can, 

cut off its top and bottom with a strong 
pair of scissors as indicated in the 
diagram. Then cut down the vertical 
dotted line and open out to form a flat 
rectangle. , 

Cut about 4cm off the long side to leave 
a piece about 14cm by 16cm. 

i — Then - and this is very 

impor tan t if you do not want to 
food-process your fingers at the 
end of the operation, crimp the 
edges with a pair of pliers by 
folding in a narrow hem all the 
way round. 

Turn the previously saved 
bottom end over, with the 

, concave side uppermost, and 

place it on the metal sheet. 

Now all you have to do is 
scrunch up the sheet to leave 
the can-bottom sitting 
comfortably inside a tent-like 
construction. 

And there you have it - the 
beer-can canole-holder. Adjust 
it with long-nose pliers to 
improve the shape and grip on 
your candle, ensure that a box 
of matches is within easy reach, 
and now you may return to 
enjoy your second can without 
fearing any interruption from 
power cuts. 

Except, of course, to the 
television synchronised 
macram6 and feng shui, which 
probably wasn't all that 
exciting anyway. 

Bawti O’Beime- 
Ranebgh 

The games page is edited by Wiliam Hartston 






The 1C1 Katalco quick play 
tournament at Norton Hall 
near Middlesbrough Iasi 
weekend attracted a strong 
field, including five 
grandmasters, but the top 
names proved 10 be 
extremely accident prone. 

In the opening rnund 
Michael Ad3tns. the top 
seed blundered away a 
piece early on against one 
of the lowest-rated players. 
Staying calm, however, he 
contrived to confuse his 
opponent so well that he 
went on to win the game. 
That experience seemed to 
convince Adams that any 
effort spent looking for the 
best moves was liable to he 
wasted, so he spent the rest 
of the event playing very 
fast, getting some dubious 
positions, but always 
bamboozling his opponents 
as they ran out of time. 

As pure chess, it was 
hardly impressive, but 
from a practical point of 
view it was the perfect 
formula. And nobody can 
argue with d score of five 
out of five. 

The best game of the 
event was between the two 
runners-up. where 
grandmaster Bogdan Lalic 
was brilliantly upset by 
International Master Colin 
Crouch. Black's opening 
play has a high-class 
Karpovian tinge lo it: he 
accepts a cramped position 
and a lag in development 
in exchange for the bishop 
pair which, he hopes, will 
become a powerful force if 
White pushes forwards too 
fast and opens the game. 


Such delicate strategy is 
all very well at 40 moves in 
two hours, but in the rough- 
and-tumble of 30 minutes 
for the whole game it came 
badly unstuck. 

White's 9.h4, 10.g3 and 
U.Bh3 had so obviously 
the intent to sacrifice on e6 
- particularly when 
followed by Ne2 and Nf4 - 
that one would have 
thought Black could have 
done something about it. 

In practice, however, 
organising a defence was 
not so easy. As the game 
went. Black relied on his 
counter-attack with Qc4 
and Qxa2. but it was 
surprisingly easy for While 
to ignore the black queen 
and pursue his own 
aggressive inclinations. 

25.RJ6+! (when 
25...8xd6 Zb.exdh + leads 
to a quick mate) was a nice 
way to begin the final 
onslaught and 27.c6! with 
its decisive threat of Qi7 
mate, was a suitably 
vigorous finishing touch. 

White: Colin Crouch 
Black: Bogdan Lalic 

1 d4 Nfn 16 Bxefi Nw6 

2 Nf? ub 17 Ndxeb freh 

3 Bc5 hb 18 Nxc6 Qc4 

4 Bxfb Qxfb 19 Nw7+ Kf7 

5 e4 d6 20 Nf5 Qxa2 

6 N’c? Nd7 21Qc3Bto 

7 QJ2 a6 22 Nxdh+ Ke6 

8 0-0-0 QdS 23 eS Be 7 

9 h4 c5 24 N'xb7 RhcS 
10 g3 Qc7 23 Rd6+ Kf7 
UBUtti 26QD+Ke8 

12 Rhel Be 7 27 eb Rxc2+ 

13 Nc2 Bb7 28 Kxc2 RcS+ 
14Nf4cxd4 29RC6J-0 

15 Nxd4 Nc5 
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ACROSS 

I Fringe of hair (4) 

4 Packing-case (5) 

9 Foreigner (5) 

10 Children's room 1 7) 

II Self-determination (4.4) 

12 Suspire (4) 

13 Subject of telephone 
sales calls lb-7) 

17 Season of fasting (4 ) 

IS Old coin (Si 

21 Cocktail (7) 

22 Himalayan kingdom (5 ) 

23 German eirv (5) 

24 Hebridean Isle (4) 


DOWN 

2 Self-evident truth (5) 

3 Army commander (n 

4 Inferno ( 13) 

5 Yorkshire river (4) 

6 Retired professors (7) 

7 Shattered (6) 

S Legend (4) 

14 Disconcert l7) 

15 Word of oppposite 
meaning (7) 

16 Silly laugh (6) 

17 Fruit (4) 

19 Drive (5) 

20 Prejudice (4) 


Game all; dealer South 
North 
♦ K852 
<7Q73 
OQJ8 
*865 

t East 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword; 

ACROSS: 1 Pucnlc. 5 Aw-ta (Pear r viatica i. S Doves. 0 Aerosol. 1U 
Eternal. 1 1 Iccni. 12 Banana. 1- Steady. J“ Recur. 1>* Overall. 22 Nig- 
Bird. 23 Suv-so. 2J Terse. 25 Relieve- DOWN; 1 Padre. 2 Eastern. 3 1b- 
sra 4 Ereibic 5 Airlift, e l*w:c, " Nullity. 12 Baronet. 1? Narrate. 15 Analyse. 
16 Condor. IS Cigar. 20 Easel. 2! Loose. 


West East 

♦ Q3 *J 109 7 64 

75 V9S62 

0107 5 43 2 09 6 

* Q 10 3 2 *9 

South 
* A 

<?AKJ104 

OAK 

*AK J 7 4 

“It was the best hand I have held 
for years?" complained South 
after this deal. “And 1 stQl ended 
with a minus score!" Can you 
find a way for declarer to have 
done better? 

South hud opened 2* and 
after North's semi-positive 
response of 2NT it was difficult 
to avoid attempting a grand slam. 
They managed it, however, and 
the final contract was 6^ by 
South. West led a trump and 
declarer looked approvingly at 
dummy’s three small clubs. It 


Perplexity 

Pin Money 

i can always remember my pin 
number," said the professor as 
he slipped his card into the 
machine, “because if you spell 
out each digit as a word, then 
add up the positions in the 
alphabet of each letter used, the 
total is equal to the number 
itself. " What was the professor's 
pin number? (“0". if used, is to 
be spelt as “zero”). The sender 


looked as though Seven would 
have depended on the dub 
finesse. 

Perhaps that was why South 
was over-confident about making 
Six. He won the lead in band, 
cashed another top trump' to 
reveal the 4-1 break, and 
unblocked his top honours in- 
bo th spades and diamonds. Then 
he crossed to dummy's V 0, took 
one discard on *K, and 
attempted to take another on 
0 Q. Oh dear? East ruffed this 
and, although South was able to 
over-ruff, he found that he still 
had two elute to Jose and, as a 
result, went one off. 

Solution? To ensure his 
contract against most adverse 
distributions, South should start 
by drawing all the missing trumps 
before unblocking in spades and 
diamonds. Then be follows with 
the ace and a low dub! If the suit 
breaks 3-2, he is home and dry; 
however, if it divides 4-1, then 
whoever wins the trick will have 
to lead another dub for South to 
come to four tricks in the suit or 

give dummy an entry id its two 
seemingly abandoned winners. 


of the first correct answer 
opened on 2 April will wm a 
copy of the new Chambers 21st 
Century Dictionary. Answers to: 
Perplexity, The Independent , 

1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf 
London E14 5DL. 

8 March answers: 

Neighbours (hours being), 

Eastcnders (sneer sated), 

Emmcrdale (rammed eel) 

Winner. Mrs P He comings, (London) 
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Here’s a position from the 1994 Costa Rica final 
between Mike Svobodny and Mike Senkiewioi 
Svobodny, White, owns the cube and has a 5-1 to play. 

How should he play it? 

First, what is his plan? That is quite ample: he 
wants to escape his back man and get into a hol ding 
game where he will have the advantage, and as he 

owns the cube he wiD be seeking to win the game with 

a well-timed redouble: 

There are two plays to consider, (a) 14/8 (b) 23/18, 

14/13. Play (a) rite on the position and hopes for 
something better next time. Play (b) forces the issue 
but leaves 27 shots (any throw containing a 1,2 or 3V 

At the table, Svobodny auickly decided that 27 hits 
was too many and played the quieter 14/8. But let’s 
look at some of those hits, for example 1-6, 2-6, 2-5, 

2-4, 1-5, 1-4. They may hit but they leave Black with 
an ugly position and a lot of exposed blots. 

Indeed, with rolls such as 6-1 and 6-2 it is probably 
right not to hit but to build the 4-poinL 

The key learning point here is that not all hits are ** 
equal, and it is important to consider. the resultant ™ 

position after a hit rather than just the number of hits. 

Of course, in a position where all 27 hits win outright 
you ■wouldn't leave ablot^.buf fieretire hits aren’t ^ ' 
decisive and in fact they defied White from his game 
plan of priming Black’s last man. v . 

In the game, White’s next rbll was5-l and Black’s 
4-3, a sequence which would have produced a white 
man on the bar had BIackplayed ; correctly. However 
it enabled White to make the 4-point and a couple of 
rolls later White had a fell prone. Our old friend 
Jellyfish, the neural net computer program, prefers 
move (b) to move (a) by a very jarge marginf So 
remember, don’t just count shots; visualise the results 
of being hit'by those shots. 1 - a 
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Mark Raddiffe, at 
. ease with both 
nob culture and 
slob culture: 
‘\feah, I Dke 
poetry. I might 
read John Dome 
and ‘Loaded” 
magazine In the 
. same evening' 


m l ' / flceywffee... I * * * * * 7 yened 
Mm m th e radio behind 
ray ear, “... Wghr 
A tinny backbeat 
started up, like the 
lssst... lssst" noise that snakes from the 
personal stereo beside yon an the Tube. A 
cacophony afwacfcy xecordingsassailecl me 
like a blizzard, and a voice- intoned the 
words ‘‘'Good morrow, waking souls” like 
a town crier in a Restoration comedy. 
Without preamhle, I was suddenly listen- 
ing to Kula Shaker playing “Hush”. The 
time was 7am. The last time Td heard 
“Hush" (“I thought I beard her calling mah 
name now...”), it was by Deep Purple, 
circa 1968. The words “Wbkey wakey”, or 
at least a mangled variant of them, used 
to be the cal! -sign of Bflfy Cotton, the rubi- 
cund impresario of the 1950s. The “Good 
morrow” was nearer the 1650s. loro what 
retro hell had 1 awakened? * 

Then I remembered. I was doing some 
elementary research before’ meeting Mark 
Radcliffe, the new man on the Radio 1 
Breakfast Show. For the first time in a 
decade or two, I was deserting Sue McGre- 
gor and her attendant lords on Today to 
check out the wacky, zany voice of Radio 
Yoof. He is, let me remind you, the man 
who took over from Chris Evans five 
weeks ago, the man on whom the fortunes 
of Radio 1 depend, the man in whom 
Matthew Bannister has placed his most 
sacred trust, the man wbo can change the 
listening-habits of minions of 18-25$. . . 

All are important reasons for meeting 
Mr Radcliffe; but there’s one more. 
Radcliffe has Added \&Jue. As people went 
out of their way to tell me, he is not as other 
DJs. He is a Radio 4 sensibility in a Radio 
1 playsuiL He is a man of learning and dis- 
cernment, who introduced serious poetry 
and arty discussions into the evening slot 
on Radio 1, a chap who could hold hisown 
with George Steiner and Christopher Ricks 
- and who, by virtue of Ms ease with both 
nob culture and slob culture, will become 
the bridge by which Radio 1 listeners will 
gravitate, in time, to Radio 4. 

The only stumbling block to this excit- 
ing theory is Mr Raddiffe’s show. It is hard 
to listen to its combination of yapping 
Mancunian cross-talk and idiotic quizzes 
without feeling your brain starting to leak 
out of your ears. And thcreis the problem 
with Mr Raddiffe’s partner and con&foil, *';■ 
Marc Riley, invariably known as “Lard"! 
His function in the show is inscrutable, 
beyond uttering wholly phatic observations 
such as “Did yer?" and “Realty’?” and. 
shouting “Good calH” (after a furious riff 
from Raddiffe) or “Doreen from Bradford, 
get the busT (in answer to a reader’s 
request that he helps to hasten her daugh- 
ter's departure). Despite assurances that 
the show is “chock-full with quality items", . 
1 the prevailing tone is of slightly desperate 
self-deprecation. “We’re the eejits with yer 
eggs and the morons with yer muesli.” 
observes Raddiffe with pride, “the tosspots 
with yer toast and the wazzocks with' yer 
Wee tab ct” The co-presenters reflea on 
items in the paper, complain about shoddy 
workmanship, the dedine in public services 
(because nobody has come to remove a 
blue plastic bag from the tree outside their 
window) and the flagrantly mendacious 
promise of “freshly cut sandwiches” on 
post-BR trains. They argue about these cru- 
cial topics m voices of mounting hysteria, 
an act dearly deriving from Vic Reeves and 
Bob Mortimer though rather doser to the 
pub just before closing time. Signs of cul- 
tural “crossover” are disappointingly few, 
beyond a squib of verse from John HegJey 
and the Busy Buzzy B competition in which 
all the answers begin with “b” (“Whose 
caichphrase is ‘What’s up. Doc?’?”). 

Is Mr Raddiffe. then, adjusting his 
discourse for an audience of epsilon- 
minuses? Or biding his time until he 
knows his listeners well enough, upon 
which he will bombard them with lectures 
on Hegel or Coimexity or Gender Quake? 
What, in other words, is he up to? 

“One of my favourite compliments,” said 
Raddiffe when we met, in a Manchester 
restaurant, “was from a guy who works as 
a roadie fora symphony orchestra. He said, 

‘I like your show, because it’s just like an 
ordinary bloke ’avin a go”. It was a real 
backhanded compliment, but I thought it 
was a compliment nevertheless. It’s like all 


Is this the One to 
wake our souls? 


the people in the past, who said about DJs. 
‘Oh anyone could do that’. Well veah. but 
you have the confidence to keep talking 
when you've got nothing to say.” 

Not everyone has welcomed their ordi- 
nariness with unmitigated joy. “We got a 
lot of southern hate mail, initially,” said 
the breakfast champion. “A barrage of 
faxes from the South, saying. 1 don’t pay 
my licence fee to bear scummy northern 
bastards’. Some of them even accused us 
to trying to be ‘too East End*, which I 
don’t understand. 1 think people misin- 
terpret what we do as striking a blow for 
the North, because we chose ro do the 
programme from here. But it's not about 
saying ‘Manchester is great’ or anything. 
It’s just that this is where we live and it's 
great we didn’t have to move. If you’re just 
playing records and talking crap in 
between, you can do it anywhere." 

All the self-deprecation - was it to stay 
one jump ahead of the hate mail or did 
they mean it? “It’s just honest, isn't it? 
We're just chancing our arm, doing what 
we da But ir’s a defence mechanism. If 
you set yourself up as fantastic, you’re 
easy to knock down. Of course we think 
we’re absolutely fantastic, realty...” 

The listening figures that will declare the 
Mark 'n' Lard show a hit or a scummy 
fiasco wfll not be out for another couple of 
weeks. They’re expecting a ratings drop of 
about 10 per cent from the Chris Evans 
heyday.. ^Everyone seems happy about 
that," says Radcliffe cheerfully. “Whatever 
the relative merits of me and Girts Evans, 
when you make a change from something 
people are used to you always get a drop.” 
Did he know what Evans made of the new 
show? *Tve no idea. I used to work with 
Chris at Piccadilly Radio. He was just help- 
ing out, answering the phones and doing 
what he could. And we were in this band 


together, Frank Sidebottom's Oh Blimey 
Big Band. I played drums and organ at the 
same time, and he used to sit on the side 
of the stage and read the paper. I haven't 
seen him for a couple of years. But he's 
supposed to have recommended us to Ban- 
nister when he walked off the show, so in 
a sense he elected his own successors.” 

Radcliffe was born in Bolton, the son 
of a journalist on the local Exerting News. 
then the Daily Mail and 
the BBC. His father 
reviewed classical 
music and took his son 
to orchestral concerts - 
enough of a grounding 
in the classical reper- 
toire to land the future 
DJ a job, briefly, as 
Head of Music at Pic- 
cadilly Radio. At 
school he was “good at 
English, shit at Maths, 
not sporty at all, and 
always in a hand, 
mostly as a drummer”. 

His teen fascination for 
“prog rock” dinosaurs 
like Hawkwind, Gong 
and Amon Duul was 
overturned by the 
arrival, at Bolton Itch, 
of Dr Feelgood, the 
deeply wonderful Cao- 
vey Island pub rockers 
led by Lee Brilleaux. 

The. young Radcliffe 
gazed in wonder at 
“these four blokes in ill-fitting suits and 
bad haircuts. We thought it was fantastic, 
because it seemed like a pretty realistic 
aspiration to be like that”. Then punk, 
then Manchester University, then a radio 
career as producer, presenter, and - 


finally - Wbke-upper General uf the 
nation's somnolent youth. 

Radcliffe in the flesh is less laddish and 
more self-contained than his radio persona 
might suggest. Sharply if monochromically 
dressed {Rescrx-orr Dogs suit from Next, 
white shin from Marks), sharp-featured and 
sidebumed. he looks a good deal younger 
than his 38 years. You could mistake him 
for a popu lar-wit h- 1 he-boys English teacher 
at a northern state 
school. What makes 
him an attractive DJ 
presence is precisely 
that air of decency 
combined with a 
readiness to say the 
unsayable. Such as the 
time on Channel 4's 
The White Room TV 
roek show, when Iggy 
Pop was grinding awav 
on stage, naked of 
chest and transparent 
of trouser: "lggy 
Pop.” yelled Radcliffe 
to camera. “He's a 
legend. He's a star. 
But is he going to get 
his knob out?” On 
Radio 1, he is more 
circumspect, stopping 
short of the wildly 
tasteless. Discussing 
the Spanner consen- 
su al-sado-rnasochism 
case. Radcliffe 
mused. “Apparently 
this case was about these four men who 
nailed their bits to a table in a caravan.” 
"Amazing that, in ‘l it?” countered Lard. 
“Getting four men inside a caravan...” 

“I hw.t given a copy of the BBC's guide- 
lines about taste and sex.” says Radcliffe. 


John Walsh 

meets... 

Mark 

Radcliffe 


“about 1^83. I think it was. I've no idea 
where they are now. but I think we re a vety 
safe pair of hands. It's a bit pathetic that 
people have this need to be shocking and 
controversial and push it too far. I don't 
think the barometer of whether a show's 
good or not is how many people complain. " 

He has been unimpressed by the reac- 
tion of the newspapers to the brouhaha 
over Radio 1 last year. “Increasingly, the 
broadsheets seem to be reflecting the 
tabloid agenda,” be said in one of his odd 
periodic bursts of committee-speak. "It 
goes back to when Matthew Bannister took 
over. The Sun had a picture of him sliding 
down a banister and knocking his bollocks 
off on the - what d’you call the thing at the 
bottom? Newel post. But then you get The 
Independent and The Guardian leaping in 
and saying. ’Bannister is ruining Radio 1'. 
as if Dave Lee Travis and Simon Bates had 
been paragons of culture in this country.” 

Speaking of culture, what was all this 
about him and poetry? How did the most 
recondite of literary forms fit in with the 
lowest common denominator of broad- 
casting? Radcliffe explains. “When we 
started the evening show, it occurred to me 
that poeny was something that could work 
because of (he way pop radio is structured, 
in short bursts of speech.” So he encour- 
aged Simon Armiiage and Gtyn Maxwell 
to read their work. “But it wasn't a mission 
to take culture to the masses. I think lots 
of false boundaries get drawn. In Italy, 
there's deemed to be no difference between 
going to the opera and going to a football 
match. I think that attimde's starting to per- 
vade English society. Poetry- used to be a 
Radio 4 thing which Radio 1 couldn't 
touch. 1 don't think that's valid. It's all there, 
available to anyone who wants n » try it.” 

Did he read poetry at home? “Yeah. I 
like poetry. Yeah ill read it at home. 


although I might read. I don't know. John 
Donne and Loaded magazine in the same 
evening. I don't have a problem with that. 
We're not trying to occupy an intellectual 
high ground on the show, which is very 
knockabout. But the show 's catch-phrase 
'Good morrow . waking souls" is an allusion 
to Donne's The Good Morrow' - you 
know. ’Bisy old foolc. unruly sonne'. the 
best line from the poem - And makes one 
little roome an everywhere' - is fantastic, 
the whole world being encapsulated in this 
one room, because you’re so into what 
you're doing Which is. basically, shagging.” 

Raddiffe'* bracing perspective on liter- 
ature extends to the whole business of pop- 
ulism. I asked him about the crushing 
phrase “dumbing down” that my Indepen- 
dent colleague David Walker had used 
about him (in warning that “popular cul- 
ture is intolerant of idiosyncrasy”). Rad- 
cliffc speared a tube of penne a!' arrabbi- 
ata. T think there's a basic mis- 
understanding here of the words ’dumb' 
and 'fun'. Things like the Busy Buzzy B 
game on the breakfast show, it's a com- 
pletely banal, stupid, crass game, right? But 
everybody participating in it is aware of the 
irony in that. To resent the fact that it's fun 
is a very snobbish attitude. If something's 
fun. taking the piss, having a laugh, then 
it's assumed tu be dumb. I don't buy into 
that at all. Our agenda is just to get from 
one record to the next and have a laugh and 
i don't see any intellectual low ground 
inherent in that”. Could he fit snugly into 
bed with a Radio 4 audience? “Thai'd be 
great. But the idea that the people who 
listen ro the Tiday programme don't want 
fun is ridiculous. I’m sure they'd be 
delighted if they could w in a van or a foot- 
bath like on this morning's show.” 

Radcliffe is interestingly critical of 
Mel\yn Bragg, the doyen of smart debate, 
for what he sees as a failure of judgement. 
“1 think Start the Week is rubbish. It tries to 
occupy an intellectual high ground and has 
to argue in a really combative way. which 
isn't necessary. Mehyn Bragg sometimes is 
just rude." Doesn't it make for more excit- 
ing radio? "No. it's unpleasant. What peo- 
ple want is to see things deftly manoeimvJ." 

Ai 38. he's about twice the age of his core 
audience of waking souls, but it doesn't 
bother him. What did he sec himself doing 
at 5i.l? “Broadcasting. I think, once a week 
somewhere, maybe. I've always done shows 
that were driven by the music I like and I 
don’t know if that's possible any more. Or 
if it's passible to backtrack, once you've put 
your head above the parapet and gone into 
Today lime. I'll probably finish up doing the 
mid-afternoon show on Radio Northwieh. 
Bui I'm sure i'll still he broadcasting - just 
because 1 can't Jo anvihinitelse." 



V 



I belong to a deeply 

unfashionable minority —we 

few. we allegedly traumatised •• 
few. who have actually seen the 
film Crush in Britain. Exactly 950 • 
of us viewed it at the London Film 

Festival last year. That s several 
hundred fewer than those who - • • 

have been fulminating against the • 

film ever being shown. I failed to 
spot-Virginia Bottomlev, Yusuf 
Islam or the leaders of Hull or 
Chester councils at the screening- . 
though they are all among those 
encouraging the banning and 
boycoitingof the film- And 
of the much-quoted critic who 
labelled the film “beyond 
depravity”? He wasn’t there 
because he doesn’t exist No cntic 
ever used this phrase. It appeared 
in a newspaper headline and the 
copywright belongs to the 
headline writer. ' 

-Crash is a minor movie but far 


from being titillating or socially 
subversive, its sex scenes are cold 
and sterile, played out to a bleak 
and uherotic background 
atmosphere. The characters 
searching for thrills arc sad and 
unfulfilled. I watched the film 
alongside its director, David 
Cronenberg, who stresses that the 
car crashes were “a metaphor for 
the collision of present technology 
and the human psyche”. 

Mind you, Cronenberg told me 
afterwards that psychotherapists 
in his home country, Canada, have 
.now informed him that every 
week they get clients who do 
indeed experience sexual arousal 
from car crashes. This was news to 

him and, I suspect, not terribly 
helpful to his metaphor argument 
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would be using her £30.000 award 
to buy "a lovely, new. suitable 
motorcar”. Bui just what son of 
vehicle docs a novelist in her 
prime (she is 79) buy? The lively, 
suitable- motorcar that Dame 
Muriel wants turns our to be an 
Alfa Romeo. The creme dc h 
creme, and exactly what Jean 
Brodie would have driven herself 
if she had had the chance. 


One of the most welcome sights at 
the Evening Standard's ballet and 
Classic al nrusk awards ceremony 


mi Thursday was that ofViviaiia 
Durante on stage, even if just to 
present an award. The Royal 
Ballet’s sensuous, ethereal and 
compelling principal artist has 
been notably absent from the 
company - on sabbatical for many 
months now. It turns out she is 
dividing her time between exercise 
classes to keep the balletic 
muscles in shape and voice 


classes for her new non-ball etic 
enthusiasm - acting, “But 
dancers do act, thank yon very 
much,’’ balletomanes will be 
huffing. And qnhe rightly. But as 
Vrviana tells me, too many stage 
and film directors fail to 
acknowledge this Tact and the 
crossover from dancing to acting 
rarely occurs. In her last season, 
Durante demonstrated in both 


.inastasia and The Sleeping Beauty 
a dramatic prowess and 
sensibilities which had most 
critics reaching for superlatives. 
It would not surprise me at all if 
she turns out to be in the 
vanguard of cultural crossover. 


Dame Muriel Spark said on 
reccipi of the British Literature 
Prize on Wednesday that she 


If you blinked you will have 
missed it But then perhaps you 
were intended to miss it. 
Labour's Jack Cunningham 
launched the party's strategy for 
cultural policy and the Arts last 
Tbesday. Barely a fine appeared 
in a newspaper. There was no 
coverage on television. Tony 
Blair did not honour it with a 
single soundbite. The party- 
released its Arts document on 
the first day of the campaign. 


when it was inevitably elbowed 
out by other concerns. 

It all sounds as if Labour wants 
to keep its strategy Tor cultural 
policy deadly quiet. If so, it's a 
pity. The document is somewhat 
lacking in The Big Idea but it's 
not short on initiatives that might 
actually help both artists and 
attenders of arts events. It 
contains a commitment to an .Arts 
Card for 16- to 19-year-olds 
guaranteeing concessionary 
admission prices: pay-what-you- 
can nights for all ages at theatres 
on Monday nights, and the much 
heralded Nesta, the national 
endowment whereby wealthy stars 
and inventors leave some of their 
copvwrights and patents to fund 
future generations of young 
artists and scientists. So my first 
question to Mr Blair in the TV' 
debate would be: “Why did you 
want to hush it all up?" 


Thank you thank you. Serena ‘how could we have done it without her’ Mackesy with a preview of a profoundly sincere Oscar acceptance speech. Page 
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The consolations 
of philosophy 

OPERA Haydn's Orfeo Queen Elizabeth Ha//, SBC, London 


I magine the legal furore if 
a promoter scuppered an 
Andrew IJoyd Weber or 
Harrison Birtwistle stage 
commission after the 
composer had completed his 
side of the bargain. Haydn 
apparently suffered a similar 
fate with precious little fuss, 
moving straight on to 
composing his first set of 
“London" symphonies. For. 
although his L'aruma del 
filosofo (The Spirit of the 
Philosopher), commonly 
known by its alternative title 
of Orfeo Ci i Euridice, was _ 
completed early in 1791. it 
had to wait until the 1951 
Maggio Musical e in Florence 
for its stage premiere, in a 
production starring Maria 
Callas and Boris Christoff. 

Thursday's concert 
performance, part of the 
London Philharmonic's on- 
going Haydn Festival, proved 
the outstanding musical 
worth of Haydn's Orfeo, while 
highlighting its dramatic 
shortcomings- Cast, conductor 
and band can hardly be held 
responsible, however, for the 
accretions applied to the 
Orpheus myth (familiar from 
the works of Monteverdi and 
Gluck) by Haydn’s librettist, 
Badini. Halfway through, a 
sibyl tells the legendary singer 
that his only hope of restonng 
Eurydicc to life is to trust in 
the power of philosophy, a 
proven shield against the 
torments of Hades. Haydn 
rescues the scene with a 
beguiling coloratura aria that 
makes the strongest possible 
ease for the consolation of 
philosophy, delivered here 
by Claron McFodden with 
abundant personality and the 
confidence of complete 
technical surety. I could have 
done without the distant 
accompaniment of steam- 
hammers at work in Act 3. 
perhaps preparing the way 
for Orpheus' descent to the 
Underworld (but. more 
prosaically, part of the 
Jubilee Line extension). 

Frieder Bemius, not the 
most gainly of baton-wielders 
but one with a convincing 
grasp of the score, extracted 


stylish if not blemish free 
playing from a chamber- 
sized LPO and alert 
contributions from London 
Voices, above all highlighting 
the work's colour and the 
splendour of Haydn's choral 
writing. At times Bemius 
pressed ahead, without the 
unanimous support of his 
singers, sweeping Eutydice 
along in her first aria, 
undermining its tenderness 
and testing Christiane Oelze’s 
otherwise immaculate 
coloratura to the limits. 
Although lacking the mezzo 
qualities necessary to enrich 
the lower reaches of her 
music, Oelze balanced the 
vocal equation with radiant, 
beautifully shaded singing 
above the' stave and a 
profoundly moving mezzo, 
voce treatment of the 
heroine’s departing aria. 

Orpheus’ response to 
Eurydice's death summoned 
a wonderfully refined 
demonstration of bel canto 
from Kurt Streit. who 
husbanded the resources of 
his voice to reveal its winning 
qualities of projection and 
unmannered expression. His 
natural legato and breath 
control were in place for his 
demanding first aria, 
“Rendete a questo seno”. 
with messa di wee shading 
and clear diction adding to 
its sheer seductiveness. 

The role of Creonte, well 
enough sung by William 
Dazeley, calls out for a 
greater degree of emotional 
involvement than it received 
here, not of the woe-is-me 
variety but certainly more 
compassionate in kind; 
likewise, the entire cast, with 
the exception of McFadden, 
appeared unwilling to 
complement their fine 
singing with simple physical 
gestures, sideways glances or 
even the slightest hint that 
Haydn's work was intended 
for the stage and not the 
concert hall. 

Repeat performance: 7pm 
Tuesday QEH, SBC. London 
SE1 10171-960 4242) 

Andrew Stewart 


Here’s metal more attractive 

The Danes take their arts so seriously they've put a couple of English women j n chajE®- 
Malcolm Hayes meets the new brooms sweeping away at Copenhagen s Koya. i-nc« 

T wo English women running 
the national opera and bal- 
let companies? It couldn’t 
happen here, could it? 

Well. no. It orabablv 


T wo English women running 
the national opera and bal- 
let companies? Jt couldn’t 
happen here, could it? 
Well, no, it probably 
couldn't. Bui it’s happened in Den- 
mark. Which raises another question. 
What does Denmark hove to offer 
Elaine Padmore and Maina Gielgud 
- directors respectively of the Royal 
Danish Opera and the Royal Danish 
Ballet - that Britain seems not to? I 
went to Copenhagen to ask them. 

Elaine Padraore’s credentials as 
one of opera adxninistration’shottest 
properties owe a lot to her work out- 
side her native shores. Her 13 yeare 
as artistic director of the Wexford Fes- 
tival in the Irish Republic substantially 
developed its reputation for shrewdly 
chosen repertory and skilful casting 
od a tight budget. Padmore combined 
her Wexford post at first with that of 
head of opera for the BBC (where 
studio performances of works as elab- 
orate and obscure as Havergal Brian's 
The Tigers took place under her 
aegis). Later she was also artistic 
director of Dublin Grand Opera. 

Then, in 1991, a telephone call from 
Copenhagen floated the possibility of 
her becoming artistic director of Den- 
mark's national opera company. This 
shares the city's beautiful and much- 
cherished Royal Theatre with the 
Royal Danish Ballet and the Drama 
Department. (The tradition of opera, 
ballet and straight theatre co-existing 
under one roof is a time-honoured 
Scandinavian speciality.) 

“It had been decided that the 
Opera needed ‘sorting out’," says 
Padmore. “Here was a long-estab- 
lished company - performing almost 
everything in Danish, because that was 
wbat had always been done - which 
had got itself into a bit of a time-warp. 
They also felt that it would be Jess dif- 
ficult for a foreigner to make changes 
than for someone who was Danish.” 

And what did she inherit when she 
started the job in 1993? “Essentially, 
the good and not-so-good aspects of 
what's meant by an opera company .” 
Such as? The same singer, perhaps, 
singing the same role season after 
season, while heading relentlessly 
towards (or past) his or her $ell-by 
date? “Exactly. There was a certain 
amount of that. But with almost 
everything being performed in Dan- 
ish, it was bound to happen. The best 
side of a company structure is the col- 
lective spirit, and the sense of invohe- 
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Royal Danish Opera staging of ‘KanneBtei 
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merit that goes with iL I've been try- 
ing to develop this. And at the same 
time to work beyond certain situa- 
tions that have persisted longer than 
they should. 

“There is a Danish repertory, 
although it's small.” One example 
being Drot og Marsk ( King and Mar- 
shal ) by Peter Heise, regarded by afi- 
cionados as Danish opera’s major 
19th-century achievement, and cur- 
rently being staged in London by 
University College Opera. “And it wfll 
always make sense here to do a 
comic opera like The Magic Flute in 
Danish. But, in the age of surtitles, 
it has to be right to do most things in 
their original language. 

“There are advantages for the 


AUGUST SANDER ARCHIV 


company both ways: we can more 
easily bring in guest artists if we want 
to; and, if the young Danish singers 
we’re bringing on here are to get the 
best opportunities abroad, it’s much 
better for them to learn their roles in 
the original languages from the start. 7 * 
To judge from the impressive per- 
formance I saw of the Pythonesque- 
sounding Kdrmeltierinderrtes Samtaler, 
ie Denmark’s first staging of Lesd/a- 
logues des Carmelites, Padmore con- 
vincingly practises what due preaches. 
Poulenc’s magnificent group-portrait- 
in-mustc of a Carmelite convent 
caught up in the French Revolution 
was a gift firmly grasped by the com- 
pany’s female contingent (only fair, 
since Wagner’s Afodertingereariicrin 


the year had given all the limelight to 
the men). Everyone’s French sounded 
(mostly) nottoo bad And Padmore ’s 
ideas about casting were deftly vindi- 

the Blanche and Sis- 

ter Constance* from; rCatherine 
Dubose. (French) and 'Xnger-Dam 
Jensen (Danish, 1993 Cardiff Singer 
of the Vfortd, and a.deseivwity mudb- 

adnuredfocaf heroine). . 

■ CarmStdes was conducted by Jan- 
T .flfhflttr Koenig ,- who had earlier been' 
purring to me about the quality of the 
ROyal Danish Orches&a (which, 
Vienna Philharmonkxstyl^ also plays 
orchestral concerts). ‘They’d hardly 
done any French repertory like this 
before. Poulenc- heeds a particular 
of sound ~scrft^r^med,espedaDy . 
the strings- Getting them to do this 
took a while to start with, but they’re 
very responsive’' Arid bow has the- . 
opera .gone down .locally? “Well,-: 
there’s still one critic who noted that 
it wasn’t befogdoriein Danish, and " 
wondered why noL But Elaine takes 
that kind of. thing in her stride.” - - ; 

'While the opera' company’s stock 
has been steadily rising since Pad- . 
more’s arrival, the world-famous 
Royal Danish Ballet has been going 
through a period of administrative.: 
instability, summed up by foe arrival ' 
and departure in rapid succession of . 
two artistic directors. Cue Maina 
Gielgud, who this.month takes oyer 
after 14 years at the helm of the Aus- 
tralian Ballet While keenly aware of 
the impormceof hernew company's' : 
tradition partkularty its home-grown . 
Bournomrille repertory, Gielgud, toq, 
believes in the benefits of developing 
a mote international outlook, . 

“There’s a lot of talent here,” she 
says. “And I want to try to bring it on 
with a poUcy of guest ekehanges with 
other companies. The tradition of 
guestingismuch better established In 
opera than in ballet, and l think we 
can learn from that.” So a period of 


time spent working in different sur- 
roundings- will benefit a dancer nine 
times out of 10? “Oh, Td say 10 tiroes 
out of 10. As a minimumT 
The cultural climate within which 
Padmore and Gielgud are operating 
emphasises -just how different ihe 
tone of life in 1990s Britain is from 
that in Denmark, with its apparently 
ha p py and secure balance between a 
liked and respected monarchy and a 
broad political background of social 
democratic consensus. True, there s 
the odd spicy Danish diversion such 
as rival gangs of Hell’s Angels attack- 
ing each other with rocket-propelled 
grenades. But it’ll take rather more 
than this recent and widely reported 
incident to destabilise the Danish 
instinct for liking life, and liking 
thing s tike opera and baHet that are 
perceived to be part of iL 
Maina Gielgud puts it in a nutshell 
“The Royal Danish Ballet is very 
: important to the people of Denmark. 
Itisseen as a national asset, and they 
expect to see it thriving." It’s a view 
conformed . by Elaine Padmore's 
impressions of life at the head of the 
opera company (to which, would-be 
headhunters please note, she’s com- 
. mined until foe year 2000). 

. “A few years' ago. it was decided 
that trying to juggle the repertories 
of the opera and foe ballet and the 
theatre within one building had 
become too much of a log-jam. So 
; this new performing space was built 
next door for foe theatre company. 
Now it's being suggested that this 
anight after all be a better home for 
the opera.” And feelings have been 
running high? “Certainly. But about 
how best to deploy the resources of 
the .three companies. Not about 
whether they should or. shouldn’t 
exist in foe first place” 

Heise's 'Drot og Marsk’: 7.15pm 
umigftti Bloomsbury Theatre, Gordon 
St, London WC1 (0171-388 8822 ) 
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THE JAZZ CONCERT 


August Sander Vtynton Marsalis DMiCE B° und to Rease ^ Theat ^' Cambridge 


EXCELLENT 


The film that launched a 
thousand imitators, made 
producer George Lucas a 
player, made Harrison Ford a 
star and settled Alec 
Guinness's pension, is back 
in a massively hyped new 
edition, ie slightly retouched 
with computer-generated 
extras, which took S22m in 
its opening week in the US. 
Cert U, on every available 
cinema screen. 


Adam Mars-Jones raised an 
eyebrow at "the same old 
movie with an upgraded sub- 
woofer boom track, new laser 
ricochets and a special bonus 
giant slug that talks". "A 
landmark film. But what it 
commemorate is baleful ... 
the beginning of Hollywood’s 
descent Into infantilism," 
groaned the Standard. "None 
of the new bits contributes 
anything in narrative terms 
but, mostly, the result is 
stunning,” nodded Time Out. 
"The value of those extra four 
minutes lies far more in their 
use as a marketing hook than 
in any artistic achievement," 
asserted The Times. “Keep 
watching - it looks as if we 
will have to - this Space," 
sighed the FT. 


Simon Callow performs 
Micheal macUammoir's 
solo show based an the life 
and writings of Oscar Wilde. 
Excerpts include Salome, 

The Importance of Being 
Earnest, Dorian Gray, De 
Profundis and The Ballad of 
Reading Gaol on a suitably 
ornate set by Christopher 
Woods lit by Nick Richings. 
The Savoy Theatre. London 
W1 (0171-836 8888) 


Rau) Taylor described a 
missed opportunity but found 
it "genial, witty, sometimes 
pleasingly hammy, and often 
moving". “As outrageous, as 
generous, and as touching as 
Wilde himself," recommended 
The Telegraph. “A well-tuned 
essay being delivered with 
panache ... two of the most 
moving passages, you're likely 
to find on any London stage." 
saluted the Mail. "Exemplary: 
unsentimental, lucid, lively, 
absorbing," admired The 
Times. "Witty, beautiful, 
compelling stuff." declared 
the FT. “A highly impressive 
performance ... induced an 
enthralled attention," purred 
The Guardian. “Inadequate ... 
affected, self-conscious 
pomp," snorted the Standard. 


150 photographs from the 
documentary series, "People 
of the 20th Century", the key 
work of the influential 
photographer (1876-1964) 
whose career was ruined tty 
the Nazis, plus landscapes 
and flower studies and 
pictures of bombed Cologne, 
in which much of his early 
work was destroyed. 

National Portrait Gallery 
(0171-306 0055) to 8 June. 


Tom Lubbock did not mince 
his words: "1 think he may be 
simply the best photographer 
ever ... Everything stands 
out, to imply, somewhere in 
there, a soul that finds itself 
so strangely in this actual, 
historical, undeniable self." 
“The world of his 
photographs is gravid with 
foreboding, and the future 
that his subjects can’t 
foresee looms over them like 
a storm cloud," marvelled 
The Telegraph. "His forte lay 
in the steady gaze ... the 
possibilities he opened up for 
an art rooted in tough yet 
humane social observation 
are still being explored by 
photographers today," 
averred The Times. 


Wynton Marsalis performed 
his 1994 work Blood on the 
Fields, a three-hour jazz 
oratorio on the history of 
slavery, for which he wrote 
both the music and the 
libretto with his Lincoln 
Centre Jazz Orchestra and the 
three dass A vocalists: Jon 
Hendricks, Miles Griffith and 
Cassandra Wilson. 

The final concert in the 
European four. 


Phil Johnson, a serious fan of 
the work, was disappointed. 
“Uncomfortably like watching 
a rehearsal ... there was some 
incredible music but ... having 
failed to establish a stage 
presence at the beginning, the 
show struggled to capture the 
hearts of an audience who 
were just wafting to be invited 
inside." "This was Marsalis 
both delighting his admirers 
and resoundingly confounding 
his detractor, induding this 
one ... the best orchestral 
writing he has ever done.” 
wondered The Guardian. "We 
drifted out into the streets 
exhausted but exhilarated ... 
originality, grace and 
unexpected humour ... 
superlative performances," 
roared The Times. 


See it on the big screen, if 
only for Carrie Fisher's 
Danish pastry- * 
headphone 

hairdo. •if 


A supremely elegant, 
thoughtful evening, but don't 
expect any kind * 
of Nineties take 
on the material. 


A striking show which should 
properly establish 
him as one of the 'i 
camera’s true 

greals. ( 


Great music, poor concert 
Buy the Sony 
album which 4 

comes out next 
month. l 


L loyd Newson's work for 
DV8 is complex at the 
best of tiroes. In Bound 
to Please he has deliberately 
set out to avoid traditional 
theatrical pleasures like 
exposition and resolution in 
favour of a rich, multi- 
layered approach to his sub- 
ject And your chosen subject 
is? Dance as a metaphor for 
the elimination of individu- 
ality. You have 70 minutes 
starting from ... Now. 

We open with the 67-year- 
old Diana Payne-Myers in 
black practice clothes before 
a wall of mirrors gliding by 
on the stage-revolve to the 
tinkling strains of a musical 
box. Behind her, glimpsed 
through a narrow doorway, a 
party qf young ravers twitch 
and shrug within a move- 
ment system as coded and 
uniform as a ballet. Ian Mac- 
Neii’s ingenious set rotates 
as the scene changes, the 
walls folding and unfolding 
on their axis to create dis- 
crete spaces that make bril-. 
liant use of the small siage. 

The disco dancers, already 
counting beneath their 
breath, metamorphose into 
solitary waltzers and twirl 
dreamily through the room 
until put off their stroke by 
Wendy Houston, who passes 
among them disrupting foe' 
tidy rhythm of their dance. 
Back at the dance studio, 
neatly tricked our in black 
leotards, the company's 
eight dancers, led by Robert 
Tannion, go through daily 
class. “Right, left, right, left. 


. right, right” Intones Tannion 
briskly. “Wrong,” mutters' 
Wendy Houston, who then 
asks the unthinkable: “Why 
are we going to do this any- 
way?” Tm just trying to get 
everyone to be the same,” 
Tannion replies, evenlyl. 
That does it. Exasperated by 
the tidiness of u all, she 
sneaks around the studio 
pushing dancers off-balance. 

Although scarcely ' a 
narrative work, Bound to • 
Please definitely has a heroine 
in Houston. Naughty, uncon- 
ventional and' disObetfienv: 
she subverts ^ attempt to , 
sand down the rough edgfts of 
her personality. She may 
obligingly .- perform an 
arabesque,, then gull down, 
her panes and begin scratch- 
ing her bum. But the pressure . 
to conform prettily proves 
too trmefreven for bar, “Good 
Wendy,” she says to herself; 
after qqmpletihg; a dizzy series 
of fouett£$, and slips tragically . 
into foe value system that she 
has- hitherto despised; • . '■ 

Once outside the shell of 
foe room, the dancers reveal 
their other face?:- Wendy-. 
Houston secretly practise* - 
her arabesque on the roof*. : 
Diana Payne-Myers and ijer. 
young lover embrace in/a- 
narrow corridor. OoycLNc^, 
son is" alarmed.' at;daqcSf. ■ 
insistence on yaBth^airfr'' 
beauty, and his use bfDiana 
Payne-Myers’s emaciated, 
naked body is unquestfos^-*' 
ably a valid challenge toout 
assumptions* about what 
dancers are supposed jo*' 


look. like. I have to say, how- 
ever, that I have never seen 
a naked 67-year-old washing 
their armpits- in ^bucket 
before and thatTam in no 
particular huriy to repeat 
the experience, ft isn’t a 
matter , of . age. I have 
enough trouble with Javier 
de Erutos. I can’t help find- 
ing nudity a distraction: my 
mind wanders and I start 
thinking about signing up for 
■a gym or getting a-lock for 
the bathroom doori 
-By the. closing sequence, 
we are back in. the never-, 
never -land of unison with 
four dancers doing a cheesy 
tittle routine of leaps and 
baftements against a Rosen- 

- that blue backcloth to music 
that slyly parodies foe banal 
minimalism so much in 
-vogikL Their Prozac smiles 
stretch from ear . to ear as 
they deliver a seamless 
stream; of -choreographic 
jimk-lL'sa set-up.of course 

- unison wouldn’t be worth- 
while if it were always as bad 

.DC ai. * 


but the; point is splendidly 
made, fo conclusion, Diana 
-Payne-Myers stands before a 
miifor only to see her reflec- 
tion disappear: try too hard 
;to please and. you lose; your 
very.sduL - . 

Tb\ Arts. Theatre, 

SApnf Swan, High Wycombe 
(01494 512000); 10-12 April 
Tmmway; Glnsgpw(0l4]-287 
3900); and towing 

Louise Levene 









‘The Railway Children' is back. 
Put out your flags, bring Out your 
handkerchiefs and salute a ' 
landmark in British film-making. 
By David Benedict 



/ / akworth. Oak- 

™ ® worth station. 

O-oakworth!" 
cries Bernard 
Cribbing as the 
11.54 steams in. Jenny Agutter, in 
navy coat and beret, stands pn the 
platform as the few' passengers 
alight from the train and all the 
naturalistic' sounds fade from the 
soundtrack, to be replaced by the 
eerQy ringing tone of a finger rim- 
ming a wine-glass. As the train 
pulls Out, the screen fills with 
steam but the camera keeps cut ting 
back to Agutter’s puzzled, expec- 
tant face. As the steam clears, 
Iain Cutbbertson is seen' standing 
at the far end of the platform. A 
distant piano plays the J opening 
bars of the theme tune and sud- 
denly Agutter sees him. Arms out- 
stretched, she rushes towards the 
camera and Cuthbertson. Her defi- 
ant voice echoing round the empty 
station; she cries out the most 
emotionally charged line in British 
cinema. “Daddy, my Daddy!" She 
flies to him in long shot, the cam- 
era cuts to ground level and we see 
her feet lift off the platform as she 
hurls herself into- her fathers arms. 

Ef you were of cinema-going age 
in 1970 or beyond, the chances are 
you know this scene by heart Lionel 
Jeffries’s film version of E Nesbit’s 
1906 novel about Roberta (“the 
eldest called Bobbie”), Pete (who 
wanted to be an engineer) and Phyl- 
lis (“who meant well"). was an 
unprecedented 


t Lionel’s got you 
an insurance policy 
for life 


success. At the 
Royal premiere, 
the entire audi- 
ence cheered 
and gave it a 
standing ova- 
tion. Bernard 
Delfbnt turned 
to Jeffries's wife 
and said. 

•‘LibnefsgptjtJu 

an insurance* polity for life.'’ News 
that the- BFI has hatf.a new print 
struck and that the restored film is 
going on a nationwide release may 
come as a relief to adults anxious to 
amuse children over the Easter hol- 
idays, but has caused consternation 
among those who take their cinema 
very seriously indeed. Sight and 


back to happiness 


Sound, the tineastes’ bible, will not 
be featuring it One subjects they wiD 
be a tittle less snooty when Hitch- 
code’s Vertigo is re-released next 
month. Yet, even those allergic to 
" The Railway Children’s carefully 
constructed naivety and period 
charm should look at it in context. 

The beginning of the Seventies 
was the beginning of the end for 
British film. The number of cinemas 
was less than half what it had been 
10 years earlier and attendances 
were 'plummeting by around 25 
million every year. Even if you per- 
sonally dislike The Railway Children , 
it looks like an unassailable giant in 
comparison with the utterly forget- 
table fodder that Britain produced 
thatyeair the drabbest of sex come- 
dies like Twinky with Susan George, 
ghastly versions of stage hits bite 
Loot and Spring and Port Wine 
(Susan George again... why?) or 
vastlyoverinflatedtrifieslikeG^- 
bye Mr Chips and David Lean ’s dis- 
astrous flop Avon 's Daughter, which 
was budgeted around the $20m 
mark. The Railway Children, the first 
film out of the EMI Elstree studio 
under Bryan Forbes, its new head 
of production, cost just £300,000, 
wfaidi it recouped on its first release, 
then (as now) a rarity in British cin- 
ema. Not merely a parochial suc- 
cess, it opened in the States on the 
huge screen of Radio City. Life 
magazine hailed it as the bek fam- 
ily film since Meet Me in St Louis a 
quarter of a century before. 

Not until £7,12 
years later, did 
___ ' another children's 
film have a simi- 
larly emotional 
effect with perfor- 
mances and key 
sequences burnt 
into the memory 

of an entire gener- 

ation. British cin- 
ema. has never 
managed to repeat the trick. EMI 
tried in 1974 with Swallows and 
Amazons but, as Ken Russell 
remarked. “I have never read the 
Arthur Ransome classic but if it is 
as dull as the film, I doubt I ever 
will.” Stuart Onne’s 1988 film of 
Joan Aiken’s classic The Wolves of 
WiUougfiby Chase has an excellent 



score by Colin Tbwns plus a 
thriilingly camp Stephanie 
Beacham as wicked Governess 
Letitia Siighcarp but despite shar- 
ing its missing parent plot it can- 
not compete with Lionel Jeffries's 
loving rendering of E Nesbit’s mas- 
terpiece - a volume which he came 
across, literally, by accident 
“I was returning to England 
from America to play Grandpa in 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang." Jeffries 
recalls, “when the train was 
derailed in Chicago.” By the time 
he and his family were on board 
ship for the final leg of the journey, 
he realised that all his books were 
lost but his daughters Martha and 
Elizabeth happened to be carrying 
a copy of Nesbit’s book which, 
upon their instruction, he read and 
fell in love with. “As soon as I got 
home, I bought a six-month option 
on it for £300, sat down and began 
to write the screenplay." Trying to 
sell it was much tougher. MGM 
were interested but only if he relo- 
cated it to America and turned it 
into a musical with Julie Andrews. 
Nobody would touch a faithful 


screen version of a period chil- 
dren's film, until he sent it to his old 
Mend, Bryan Forbes, at Elstree. 

It was Rubes who persuaded Jef- 
Mes to direct it “He said, ‘You 
know you can handle people from 
your war experience; you painL 
which proves you can handle visu- 
als: and you’ve acted in 100-odd 
films'.” In fact. Jeffries had learnt 
about direction at the age of six 
when his father bought a camera 
and projector in 1926. “He did 
storyboards. I learnt about editing, 
how you match left and right on the 
return shot, the lot. Later, when- 
ever I was acting in a film. I'd fol- 
low the special effects crew around 
or watch the lighting cameraman to 
see why the camera was in certain 
positions." Forbes gave him cane 
blanche and. together with pro- 
ducer Robert Lynn, he assembled 
his crew and set about easting. 

Dinah Sheridan agreed to play 
the mother and at a meeting a’l 
Mayfair's White Elephant club she 
asked, “Have you got the children 
yet?" Lynn leant over to Jeffries 
"and said, “Look at the person in the 


next booth." There sat Jenny Agut- 
ter, an actress since her schooldays 
- not only on film, but in the TV 
version of The Railway' Children. 
Sally Thomsen, and Gary Warren 
were found through the more tra- 
ditional route of auditions. 

Wirren, now a furrier in Canada, 
appears to have separated himself 
from this childhood endeavour, 
but everyone 

else is happy to _______ 

talk about the 
experience, 
which they all 
recall with unaf- 
fected pleasure. 

Thanks to tall 
co-stars. flat 
shoes and the mBmwmnamn 
voluminous cut 

of her pinafore dress. Thomsen, 
then 2U years old, merrily played a 
character half her age." T had a 
boyfriend and a new Lotus Elite 
sports car that I was dying to get my 
mins on." giggles Thomsen who. 
like Agutter. a shade younger, was 
forbidden to go to the pub during 
the shoot. The two of them drove 


L You’ve made 
me cry, you 
bugger? 


into Leeds one night to go dancing. 
When they returned, they were met 
by a furious Lionel Jeffries, who 
gave them a serious dressing-dow n. 

Twenty-seven years later. Agut- 
ter. who identified strongly u ith the 
charaeter of Roberta, the serious 
girl on the verge of adulthood, is 
setting up a film based on Nesbit's 
life. Back then, she had already 
starred in Nieo- 
las Rneg's atmos- 
pheric aboriginal 
encounter. Walk- 
about (although 
that film was not 
released until 
after The Railway 
Chihlren ). “It was 
Miymiw—g i strange doing 
them back to 
back, one all about innocence and 
the other all about loss of inno- 
cence.’' she muses, her low. care- 
fully articulated, pale voice still 
betraying the distant, uninflected 
restrainfwhieh made her the unex- 
pected sex symbol for a generation. 
That restraint is the hallmark ofihe 
film. "We never approached it as a 


‘Hie Railway Children': 
made Jenny Agutter the 
unexpected sex symbol of a 
generation and takes us 
back to an age of vanished 
English innocence 


children's film.” declares Jeffries. 
“The mail w e received from adults 
was incredible." He ascribes that to 
the decision to hold the reins on the 
emotions. Nesbit's own father died 
when she was three, the pain of 
which she relumed to again and 
again in her writing but nowhere so 
directly as here. There is a comic 
veneer to the film version which 
rarely oversteps the mark, as in 
Perks's birthday party, but its dra- 
matic resonance stems from rhe 
loss the children suffer with their 
father's abrupt disappearance and 
the fulfilment of their hopes when 
he returns. Wisely. Jeffries never 
shows the children crying, but when 
Roberta accidentally discovers a 
cutting about their father's impris- 
onment. Jeffries shot raindrops 
landing on the newspaper to evoke 
that response in the viewer. 

Alongside its historical impor- 
tance. it's the film’s unique charge 
that persuaded rhe BFI's Robin 
Baker to re-release it. He acknowl- 
edges the current nostalgia-boom 
dreamed up by media thirtysome- 
things busily re-packaging their 
chiidhitod. but refutes the charge of 
opportunism. T think it’s damn 
good. No other children's film has 
that emotional impact." His 
favourite scene is Roberta's birth- 
day party. "The whole room is 
decked out and she appears simply 
to float across it. They recorded the 
music before shooting and it was 
completely choreographed to 
Johnny Douglas's score. I always 
cry at that scene." He's not alone. 
Noel Coward told Forbes it was his 
favourite film of all time and Giel- 
gud poked Jeffries in the back at an 
early screening and said. "You've 
made me civ. you hugger." 

Nesbit's story basks in innocence 
recaptured. Short of long-winded, 
expensive therapy, we cannot 
return to our childhood but a trip 
to the cinema next week may well 
be the next best thing. 

Charily screening in aid of the 
.Ye i ion a I Children's Home ai the 
Rarhican. London. EC1 on 2r> Mar. 
Tickets from Julia Judge 10171-255 
1444 k 'The Railway Children' 
opens i ai 2S Mar with a nationwide 
release on 4 Apr 
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Every cloud has a sexual lining 

Paul Taylor inspects revivals of two plays that were scandals in their day 

THEATRE Cloud Nine, Old Vic / Misalliance, Birmingham Rep 


I t is no disrespect to Caryl 
Churchill's 1979 play Cbud 
Nine to say that it now has the 
air of a period piece, for as Ham 
Cairns’s splendidly acted and 
designed revival at the Old Vic 
establishes, this work may be of an 
era bur its provocativeness is not 
pastils sell-by date. 

The weird form of the play 
reflects the intuitive sense .many 
people have that our libidinal 
development as individuals follows 
much the same route as our recent 
collective history. We start out as 
repressed, guilty. ilf-informed Vic- 
torians; sexual intercourse, with 
apologies to Larkin, eternally 
begins in some platonic version of. 
1963; and only by painful degrees 
do we become liberated Seventies 
erotic experimenters. . 

Also evocative of the parallel 
between colonial and sexual 
oppression, the first- act is set 
among Victorian imperialists in 
darkest Africa, the second in lare 
1970s London. Between times, a 
century has elapsed, but the char- 
acters have only aged by 2S years. 
With figures from the 19th-century 
world making brief, spectral visits 
to the park where most of the 


second half takes place, the play 
demonstrates that these people 
are our psychological inheritance. 
It celebrates the capacity for 
change, but it does not pretend that 
the past can be thrown off lightly. 

There’s a marked difference of 
tone between the acts, expertly 
handled here by Cairns and his 
crack cask Representing colonial 
Africa with a beautiful surrealism 
(a massive ivory tusk rears up. for 
example, as though it had just 
gored through the wall), the design 
offers an ideal background for rhe 
coarse cartoon exuberance of the 
Victorian seen es where we see that 
it is not just the natives who are 
restless nor merely the while man's 
bearing which is erect. Libidos run 
rampant as the lesbian governess 
yearns for the administrator’s wife 
who is lusting for his best friend 
who, in turn, is interfering with his 
young son and having Sex in the sta- 
bles with his black servant- 
lb underline that the patriarchal 
relationships passed off as “nat- 
ural” are arbitrary and changeable, 
Churchill stipulates purposefully 
perverse casting (the black servant 
is played by a white; the little son 
by a woman et cerera, et cetera - 


if Queen Victoria herself were to 
arrive, performed by a gay, dis- 
abled gerbil, you wouldn’t turn a 
hair). For the more serious second 
half, the parts are re-assigned, 
always with some thematic point 
For example, the excellent 
Dominic West all shy sad girlish- 
ness and underlying frustration as 
Betty, the wife of Tim Mclnnem/s 
administrator, re -appears in the 
Seventies as her now grown-up gay 
son Edward. This young man's 
suffocating desire to adopt the 
traditional “female” role in a rela- 
tionship has alienated his promis- 
cuous lover. Because of the casting, 
you can see his mother in Edward 
in a very special sense and this 
brings home the fact that he gamed 
his stereotyped, soon-to-be 
exploded view of women from her. 

With Edward entering into a 
polymorphous menage d trois with 
his sister and her lesbian lover, and 
with a divorced Betty, now played 
by an extremely moving Janine 
Duvitski, rediscovering selfhood 
through the delights of masturba- 
tion. the second half of Cloud A line 
can sometimes seem as artificial 
and engineered as the first. And 
with 1979 now so far in the past that 


there will be women voting in this 
election who weren't born when 
Churchill wrote the play, you feel 
that it could stand some of the 
deconstructive brio she brings to 
the colonial era. But this play about 
liberation and its distinction from 
iiberation-in-the-head (Andrew 
Woodall's Martin is an amusingly 
conceited example of the latter) still 
comes over as genuinely liberating. 

“Men like conventions because 
men made them. I didn't make 
them. I don’t like them. I won’t keep 
them. Now. what will you do?" No, 
not a speech from Cloud Nine, but 
from Misalliance, a 1910 play by 
Shaw, revived now in Birmingham 
by Caroline Eves, which also exam- 
ines the arbitrariness of much of 
what we consider natural in sexual 
politics. One of its characters, for 
example, says that if marriages were 
made by getting a blindfolded child 
to draw out names from a sack 
“there would be just as high a per- 
centage of happy marriages as we 
have here in England". 

A Polish female acrobat steps 
out of the aeroplane that crashes 
through the conservatory roof of 
a Surrey mansion and demands six 
oranges and a copy of the Bible; a 



Tim Melnnemy and Marion Bailey in the still-liberating ‘Cloud Nine' ge-aint lewis 


timid would-be anarchist emerges 
from his hiding-place in a portable 
Turkish bath and pulls a gun on the 
resident millionaire. It would be 
easy from such details to give the 
impression that Misalliance is 
more experimental and proto- 
Absurdist than is in fact the case. 
True, the Polish lady acrobat, 
pjayed wiib swaggering sang-froid 
by Abigail Thaw, is a calculated 
affront to Edwardian notions of 
femininity. Betty in Cloud Nine is 
scandalised when reminded that 


she has legs under her dress. So 
you can appreciate the shuck value 
of Shaw's heroine who. all cool 
self-sufficiency, stalks about in a 
leather fhing-suit Emma Peel 
might have envied. 

But. despite thisi/ca es machina 
"man-woman, woman-man " and 
despite some nice performances 
(especially from Paul Humpoletz 
as the forthright, ridiculously « ell- 
read underwear tycoon). Eves can- 
not disguise the fact that this is a 
"dream play - only in theory and 


for long stretches it is indistin- 
guishable irom a garrulous draw- 
ing-room comedy. There are one 
■or two gems, though, in the end- 
less jabber. as when the anarchist 
declares with sublime bathos that 
"Rome fell. Babylon fell. Hind- 
head's turn will come." 

Cloud Nine'. Old 17c. London. 
SEI IHIM-Q2S 76161 in rep 26 
April: ' Misalliance '. Birmingham 
Rep U IJ 2 1-250 44551 lo 5 April 

Paul Taylor 



FREE GREENHOUSE 


WITH THIS MONTH'S VEGETARIAN GOOD FOOD 


BBC Vegetarian Good Food magazine 
doesn't just contain great recipe ideas 
for -when you don't want to eat meat. 
This month's issue comes with a free 


24 page supplement - 'Easy Ways 
to a Green Home'. Find out how to 
save energy and money in the home, 
how to shop with a conscience, and. 


which tqipfiances are greenest 
for your kitchen. 


On sale now in your 
local environment 
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Sean French maps the private 
world of a poetic powerhouse 

Prase 1926-1938: Essays, Reviews and Trawl Books in prose aid vase 
by W H Auden, edited by Edward Mendelson. Faber, £40 


H 


ere is W H Auden writ- 
ing in 1932, in an extract 
from a work that has 
appeared in no earlier 
collect ton of his poems: 


It i> going i*n- 

U going ic* he like this lo-monow. 
Aitendancc-c’diccre niD flii from slum to 
slum, 

EduaiUonal uccuocs bt be-jeg^d 
th piomtsinguning men who have fw incli- 
nation 

To eo into business. 

Examiners chuckle over a novel selling of 
The problem of Achilles and ihc Tortoise, 
Father* sell grand punosorghe up tohacco. 
Thai link* Adrian or Derek tnav go 
To Marttu>rou£b nr Stowe. 

The Auden tone is unmistakable: 
the shift between ineantatoty reperi- 
tion and conversational style, the eye 
for detail, the unexpected rhymes, 
above all the sheer 
oracular authority. 

The reason it has 
not appeared in col- 
lections of poetry is 
th3t it is not a poem. 

I have reset as verse 
a paragraph from u 
review by Auden of 
three books on edu- 
cation. 

In this collection 
of prose. Auden 
quotes the defini- 
tion of poetry as 
“memorable mmmmmm 
speech". It was a 
gift he possessed to 
an almost miraculous degree. Think 
of his gift for lapel-grabbing openings. 
It’s everywhere. In h is first poems. 
rejected by T S Eliot as poetry editor 
at Faber and Faber, and never pub- 
lished. these lines appear “We saw in 
Spring/ The frozen buzzard/ Flipped 
down the werr and carried out to sea." 

It's in the elegy made famous by 
Four Weddings and a Funeral'. “Stop 
all the clocks, cut off the tele- 
phone," or in the opening of the 
great political poem. "Spain": “Yes- 


£ Auden’s lyric 
impulse was 
so potent 
that it 

almost scared 
him? 


terday all the past. The language of 
size/ Spreading to China along the 
trade routes ..." Auden's lyric 
impulse was so potent that it almost 
scared him. 

The main thing to be said about 
this outstanding collection of his 
prose is that it gives us a look 
around the engine room of Auden's 
imagination duriag its most brilliant 
decade. The range is bewildering, 
until you remember the variety of 
verse he was producing during the 
same period. There are book 
reviews, manifestos, introductions 
to anthologies, a pamphlet about 
educational theory, a history of 
writing for children, an essay about 
the relationship between Freudian 
psychology and art, and of course 
the two collaborative travel books. 
Letters from Iceland l with Louis 
MacNeice) and Journey to a War 
(with Christopher Isherwood). 

The editor, 
Edward Mendel- 
son, (who is 
Auden's literary 
executor) has 
rightly included 
everything, so the 
variation in qual- 
ity is great. There 
are a couple of 
truly dismal 
attempts at 
round-ups of 
crime fiction for 
the Daily Tele - 
graph , but then, 
100 pages later, 
they inspire the 
brilliant poem in Letters from Ice- 
land about why people read detec- 
tive stories. In his own poetry, 
Auden was breaking down barriers 
between the classic and modem, 
the poetic and prosaic, the private 
and public, political and lyrical. We 
follow the same process in these 
essays. He has an eerie gift for 
adopting different styles, using jar- 
gon, adopting, or sometimes just 
striking, altitudes. Yet tortuous, 
contradictory, callow though some 



Fags on board: Christopher Isherwood and W H Auden set off far China in 1938 
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of his hastily constructed argu- 
ments may have been, Auden was 
in tune with his decade. One of his 
large themes that recurs through 
the essays is a preoccupation with 
the dangers of hcro-worehip, both 
to the followers and to the leader 
himself. 

It was an argument that con- 
cerned both the political currents of 
the Thirties and Auden’s own sta- 
tus as a poetic spokesman- This 
larger dread fed into his poetty and 
gave an unmistakable charge to his 
personal mythology of frontiers, 
spies and tribal betrayals. 

Much of this book may seem 
familiar, consisting as it does of the 
already available travel books. But 
they gain considerable interest from 
being published in their first edi- 
tions, and for fans of Auden and 
MacNeice’s famous parodic Last 


Will and Testament , the book will 
almost be worth its price for tbe 
awesomely authoritative, and very 
funny, notes by Mendelson and 
Auden’s biographer, Richard Dav- 
eaport-Hines. They explain the 
weird private jokes and personal ref- 
erences that make up that most 
Thirtyish of Thirties works. 

It was often assumed by disap- 
proving critics that Auden’s poetry 
was a private, possibly homosexual, 
joke shared between him and his 
coteries. What Metidelsoa and 
Davenport-Hines have shown is 
that Auden’s friends were as baf- 
fled as everybody else. Tike the fol- 
lowing “bequest": “I leave the 
wheel at Laxey. Isle of Man, / To 
Sean Day-Lewis." 

This is the world’s largest water- 
wheel; a joking reference (so the 
editors have now established by 


consulting Sean Day-Lewis) to the 
five-year-old boy’s bedwetting prob- 
lem for which Auden’s father, a doc- 
tor, was approached. As with 
Auden’s major poem, “The 
Orators" - which depends inte- 
grally on a paper only published in 
the journal of the Anthropological 
Institute- die sense of exclusion was 
itself the meaning. Not quite getting 
the point was part of the point 
There will be more urbane, 
entertaining essays in later volumes 
by the American Auden, more 
interested in literature for its own 
sake. What later essays lose is the 
sense of impending crisis, of some- 
thing terrible about to happen, 
that haunted everything he wrote 
in the Thirties. When, in Septem- 
ber 1939, the terrible thing did hap- 
pen, Auden would never be quite 
the same writer, or man, again. 


Up to a point, 
Sir 


«* 



Jonathan Keates applauds a last 
act of faith in good writing 

The King's English; agide to modem usage by King&yAmis, 
fla/perCb/ffflS, £16.99, • — 


F or that swarm of 

professional croakers who 
warn us of the nation’s 
collapse in a welter of' 
godlessness and relativism, few 
things hint more hatefully at ■ 
impending Armageddon than 
the decline of . “good English” 
The demise of Larin teac h ing, 
the “real books" method of 
learning to read, and the 
Church of England’s rejection 
of the Prayer Book and the 
Authorised Vefrskra have been 
variously blamed for this, as has 
the belief that anything written 
before 1900 must by its very 
nature be dlftist aod the idea 
that computers will somehow 
overwhelm the printed word. 

None of these bugbears Is 
without substance, but their 
credibility is diminished by the 
sense that foepersoa parading 
them so hysterically is just 
another pig-ignorant journo 
unconcerned with establishing a 
link between cause and effect, 
The appearance of a book by 
the fate Sir Kmgsley Amis, . 
borrowing the title of the 
Fowler brothers’ famous volume 
of 1906, might seem to the 
croakers like an ammunition- 
drop among beleaguered 
guerrillas. Amis is, after all, 
“sustained by reflecting that foe 
defence of the language is too 
large a matter to be left to the. 
property qualified". In this 
amateur capacity, he feels just 
as much entitled to wage war as 
any lexicographer. 

As it happens. The King's 
English (no feminist faffing- . ' 
about with the royal possessive, 
please note) is far from being a 
posthumous satuxatioa- 
bombardment The tone is 
reasonable, urbane, the voice 
not of the sozzled curmudgeon 
interviewers liked to evoke, but 
of a widely read university tutor 
without chips on the shoulder or 
axes to grind, Amis. is • 
resoundingly opinionated yet 
never so dogmatic as to reject . 
foe protean aspects of language. 

He iSy however, too 
emphatically his own man for 
this to be a mere style manuaL 
What emerges is a trenchant yet 
entertaining commonplace 
book. It ranges over everything . 
from meaning and taxonomy to . 
quirks of fashion and shifts in 
pronunciation. At no point does 
he unconditionafl^rdemand 
compliance. It is foe sense of 


Enriish as his personal- * • - 

SSiasm 'which makes ns feel 

that resistance to I*!"*** 

view must, in the end, appear 
simple rudeness. 

Respect, if not absolute 

concurrence, is due to his., 
emphasis on foe increasing 
value - in a media-driven age - 
of making a moral distinction 
between speaking and wiring. 
Tblking of “due to”, fas verdict 
on its hoary old Manicfaean 

struggle with “owing to" is 

equally worth attention. 
Decorum is foe arbiter, the ears 
become “organs of grammatical 
fitness” and tbe rule that _ ^ 
subordinates “due" to “owing 

is “worth following for its own - 
sake, not just in deference to 

foe fact that elderly persons 
happen to know about it" . 

Are you a berk or a wanker - 
Under tbe former heading, 

Anris lumps those whose 
intruded glottal stops and-- 
grammatical solecisms 
suffocate English with impurity, 
a kind of linguistic pollution, 
lust as poisonous axe the 
wankers, “prissy* fussy, priggish, 
prim”, who kill by hyper- 
predfion. 1 Kingsley's is the via 
media between slipshod and 
- punctilious, as he falls like a 
thunderbolt on the ersatz-posh 
“hyper-urbanism" of “between 
you and I”, on dang l i ng 
participles or the abuse of “Up 
to a point. Lord Copper^. 

On pronunciation he is 
pragmatic, or at any rate 
imbued with an old man’s 
resignation. Girls have long 
since ceased to behave as gels, 
though “reckorrise" and 
“seckatry" still course with 
unhealthy vigour. Now and then 
he loses foe point Tbe section 
. on “because” is delphic in its 
oparity. There is no excuse for 
misapplying “cohort" to mean 
“henchman'’, and “fine 
toothcoinb", whatever be may 
claim as to foe availability of 
such an article in prewar shops, 
remains a hideous misreodenng 
of “fine-toothed comb”. Such 
lapses merely sharpen foe 
book's edge as a last act of faith 
in uncoxTUpted discourse. 

As a teacher at foe City of 
London School, where the boy 
Amis learnt his craft, I feel I 
have something to live up to. 
And if you’re foe sort who jibs 
at that final preposition, this 
book is definitely for you. 
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Independent choice: gardening 

By Anna Pavord 



I t is much easier to write about the 
particular than the general, so all 
Ihc more praise is due to May 
Woods for her wide-ranging Visions 
of Arcadia ( Aurum. £23). Taking on 
the whole of western Europe, she 
traces the history of a certain kind of 
garden making, rooted in images of 
an idealised past, reinterpreted 
through the eyes of generations of 
garden makers in Renaissance. 
Baroque and Rococo modes. 

It's a vast theme and she handles it 
well. showing how ideas - on garden - 
making us well as science and 
philosophy - moved over boundaries. 
It s a book about design rather than 
plants, essential reading for anyone 
heading this summer towards Italian 
gardens such as Villa d'Este - or to 
less well-known gardens such as 
Qticluz. hidden away between Lisbon 
and Sintra. Ms Woods thinks it the 
greatest Rococo garden in Europe. I 
want to go there now. Started in 1746 
by the Infante Dom Pedro III and 
decorated with more than 200 lead 
statues from John Cheerc’s workshop 
at Hyde Park Corner, it is a dreamy 
garden, its central canal lined with 
fabulous ceramic tiles. 

The book is cleverly organised into 
chunks that are neither too big to 
digest nor too small to make you feel 
cheated of detail. The structure is 
chronological, mating from medieval 
gardens and the Renaissance to the 
wonderfully mad menageries, obelisks 
and ornamental dog kennels of the 
Rococo garden. “Every hovel for cows 
has hells hanging at the aimers," 
wrote Disgusted of Tunbridge Wells to 
The World in March 1753. 

Ms Woods highlights the great 
Renaissance contribution to garden 


design: the unity of structural 
dements in a garden. She shows how. 
by choosing a gardener and engineer 
to advise him. not an architect, 

Charles VIU's French gardens never 
achieved foe cohesion of their Italian 
counterparts. But what Charles lost 
on the vistas, he gained on the 
fountains. His hydraulics man, Fra 
Giocondo, was the best in Europe. 

Classical Italy is a lost continent to 
most of us. hut its history and heroes 
were familiar territory to the educated 
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Pick of the week 

Visions of Arcadia by May Woods 

garden-makers who inhabit the 350 < 

years of May Woods's survey. The 
gardens they made were rich in 
symbolism and classical allusion, 
illuminated in this elegantly designed 
and illustrated book. 

Easter traditionally marks the 
opening of the garden visiting season 
and your licence fee is £3 JO, the cost 
of the new edition of the Yellow Book: 
Gardens of England and Wales Open 
for Charity. It lists 3*500 gardens, 
grand multi-acred mansions, small 
groups of terraced houses, roof 
gardens, water gardens and vegetable 
gardens (my favourite). In London 
alone, there are 29 new gardens 
opening for foe first time, including 


the Chumleigh communal garden in 
Southwark, where you can see 
gardening In Oriental. African. 

Islamic and Caribbean styles. 

Because the ratio of available 
weekends compared with gardens to 
visit is so unbalanced, you also need 
The Good Gardens Guide 1997. 
edited by Peter King (Ebury Press. 
£14.99).'This is by far the best of the 
available guides, covering 1.000 of the 
best gardens in Britain and a few in 
Europe that are no more than a 
Shuttle-hop away. It caused a pleasant 
uproar when it first came out eight 
years ago because it graded gardens 
like restaurants and awarded stars to 
the best. A hundred gardens have foe 
highest two-star rating, including 
Chatsworfo (a thrilling garden at any 
time of the year) and Ard na Mona, • 
County Donegal. For those who want 
to make a full weekend of it there is a 
useful section on hotels with good 
gardens. 

A lack of classical education may 
hinder our understanding of 18th- 
century gardens. It also makes us 
splutter over Latinised plant names. 
But the names arc much easier to 
remember if you have some inkling 
what they mean. That is why I love 
Steam's Dictionary of Plant Names 
(Cassell, £14.99). Now 86, the 
brilliantly erudite Professor William 
Stearn was an authority even by 1930 
when he contributed to a session of 
the Nomenclature Section at the 
International Botanical Congress. 

If, for instance, you have ever 
wondered about the meaning of 
meleagris (as in Frjtillariu melcagris), 
look no further. It means “spotted 
like the guincafowT. How exact. 
Forsythia. blooming now in a million 
spring gardens, is named after 
Wiliam Forsyth (1737-1804), the 
Scottish superintendent of the 
gardens at Kensington Palace. He 
invented a “plaisier". a mixture of 
lime. dung, wood ashes, soapsuds 
and urine" for which he made 
extravagant, and very dubious claims. 
I've never much liked forsythia. I like 
it much more now because of the 
knaveish Fores th. 


Crossed in love 

Rachel Billington sees sense 
triumph over sensibility 

Obstinate Heart Jane Austen, A Biography by Iteferie Grosvenor 
Myer, Michael O'Mara Books , £18.99 


J ane Austen died in 1817 at 
the age of 41. She died a 
spinster, not even enjoying 
the dignity of an engagement 
like her sister Cassandra, except 
once, farcically, aver a 12-hour 
period, after which she fled foe 
despised gentleman. She was 
well-born, even well-connected 
but poor - or at least less rich 
than she would have wished to 
be - all her life. With the excep- 
tion of Emma , all her six nov- 
els arc on the some theme: the 
search by impecunious young 
women for suitable husbands - 
for suitable, read rich. Yet she 
herself never achieved this aim. 

At the end of her life, sbe 
wrote to her unmarried niece, 
Fanny Knight. "Single women 
have a dreadful propensity for 
being poor - which is one veiy 
strong argument in favour of 
matrimony". Valerie Grosvenor 
Myer has taken this as the theme 
for her biography, the first of 
force expected this year. The 
romantic sounding title Obstinate 
Heart refers to Jane Austen’s 
determination to remain single 
despite all the advantages in 
taking the plunge. 

Jane Austen's readers may be 
glad of this condition since it is 
unlikely that she would have 
produced any books at alt if she 
had entered the strenuous ser- 
vice that marriage demanded 
200vcarsago. Five of her broth- 
ers produced between them 28 
children and. at one point, every 
one of them was widowed their 
wives worn out by childbearing. 
Four of them married again and 
two started farther families. 

Grosvenor Myer paints a por- 
trait of Jane Austen as a dissat- 
isfied. irritable woman who was 
trapped within a role that she bit- 
terly resented. This cmsspatch 
will not be recognised by those 


who have enjoyed Elizabeth 
Jenkins’s or David Cedi's picture 
of foe engaged family member, 
the loved and dutiful daughter, 
the doting sister, inventive, affec- 
tionate aunt, who even in the tet 
weeks of her veiy painful death, 
drew everyone to ter, just for the 
pleasure of her company. 

However, there is plenty of 
evidence to support Grosvenor 
Myer’s view. Probably one of 
the reasons that so many are 
drawn to write biographies of 
Austen is tbe curious fact that, 
alt be ugh an enormous amount 
of information about her day to 
day life is available, mostly 
through foe amusing letters to 
her sister, Cassandra, these 
have a way of stopping, or being 
edited or defaced, at the times 
of greatest stress. Thus foe 
truth of her romantic life - did 
she love the young Irishman 
Tom Lefroy? Did she fall in love 
at the seaside with a possible 
suitor who then died? Was she 
ever in despair? - can be an 
endless source of speculation. 

Grosvenor Myer does not 
allow herself, however, to chase 
these hares for veiy long. She 
finds, instead, much evidence of 
Austen’s disapproval of the 
endless babies, against which 
she recommends “the simple 
regime of separate rooms". Yet 
she loved individual children 
and was particularly dose to 
two of her nieces. 

Given her feelings about 
motherhood, and foe mitiga- 
tion of spinsterhood by foe life- 
long companionship of her sis- 
ter, it seems likely that money 
was a far more serious irritant 
than lack ofa husband Lack of 
money, which meant lack of 
servants and entailed all the 
endless hard work of sewing, 
bottling, gardening and gener- 
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Jane Austen: ‘detemuned to remain single’ puiton gbity 


ally making do, kept her from 
her pen for many years. On her 
visits to the luxury of Edward’s 
home, she exults, “I shall eat ice 
and drink Fiench wine and be 
above vulgar economy®. 

That precious writing time 
came eventually when Edward 
established his mother and as- 
ters in Chawton Cottage. After 
publication, she herself earned 
sums large enough to allow her 
the pleasure of shopping in 
London for spotted muslin and 
sffle stockings. If she had lived, 
she could have looked forward 
to a happy and productive life, 
Jane Austen’s real tragedy lies 
in her early death. 

Obstinate Heart will provide;.! 
any Austen fan with a mass of 
information about her day-to- 
day life. Valerie Grosvenor 
Myer stays veiy dose to her ' 
subject, paying only nodding 
recognition to tbe events of i- 
the day. Hus allows her room ; 
to put in all kinds of fascinating - 
details -which a wider ranging 
book might excise. 

I was glad to taKW,for«ram- • 


pie, that the CotiDfcms at the 
Bath Assembly Booms were 
presided over %.a French pris- 
oner of war. More often the 
book is to; record .-.of births, 
deaths and visits, which, 
although sometimes repetitive, 
build up to an important record 
of Jane Austen’s. exterior life. - 
. About her inner life, we may 
be aUowed.to fake bnr own line. 
Sharp wfttidBims written in pri- 
vate,- letfejs^ between family 
membera^about .other, family 
membets arc notoriously mis-' 
leafing ^tenfoterpreted in foe 
cqld%htp£ hktoiy. The over- 
ridi^g' rmpresfflon of* Jane 
Austen from bar works is that 
^ie-i&ed. people, even when 
triafejng fim of them. Indeed, sbe 
l^Tafedfoem-for providing 
j^wftbgood material if she 
terilfeed a thoroughly frus- 
her ability to 
be consid- 

eredaimost miracnlous. 

Rachrt BiUmgton has written a 
se!ju3to?Smrra\ called "Perfect - 
Happiness^ : . . • / : 
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Adeline Yen Mali’s 
people, clockwise 
from far left: 
Franklin and Jack- 
ie (1940s); Aunt 
Ba Ba (1930s); 
family group with 
Adeline in white 
dress; Father, K C 
Li and Lee; Niang; 
-4 Father driving in 
the 1940s; Ye Ye 
the Alsatian and 
Susan 



Amanda Mitch ison finally loses patience with the ugly duckling who grew into a straight-A swan 


A deline Yen Mah was bom “fifth 
daughter”, the lowest of the low 
in Chinese family hierarchy. 
The birth killed her mother, 
who died shortly, afterwards of 
puerperal fever, thus branding the baby 
as unlucky. Adeline’s father, whose deci- 
sion not to allow a nurse to care for his 
wife may have caused her death, never 
forgave his daughter. 

Not the most propitious start to life, but 
the Family - living in the 1930s in the Chi- 
nese port city of Tianjin - were prosper- 
ous business people and there were 
devoted grandparents and lovely, loving 
Aunt Baba to play surrogate mother. But 
... enter the evil stepmother Niang, a 
young, beautiful Eurasian who gives all - 
her stepchildren Western names. When 
the family moves to Shanghai, she takes 
control, filling the house with flock wall- 
paper and red velvet sofas and introduc- 
ing austerity programmes for the stepchil- 
dren - no pocket money, no fancy foods, 


Fallen Leaves: The True Story of an 
Unwanted Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah, 
Michael Joseph, £16.99 


shaven heads for the boys, no speaking at 
table unless spoken to. no friends allowed 
in the house. 

Niang's own two progeny are treated 
quite differently. And, of course, her rule 
embitters and divides. Relations between 
the step-siblings are invidious, with Ade- 
line at the very bottom of the pecking 
order, receiving intermittent friendship 
from her nearest brother, James. 

The only solace comes from her 
grandfather, and from loving Aunt 
Baba with whom Adeline shares a bed- 
room. Baba feeds the little girl pre- 
served plums and encourages her to 
work hard at school, where she always 
seems to be top of the class. 

Finally, in 1948. after a particularly 
vicious row with Niang. Adeline is 
despatched to a convent boarding school 


1,000 miles away in Tianjin, where the civil 
war between the communist and Kuom- 
ihtang armies is now raging. Her father 
insists that she must learn to change her 
spoilt ways and realise her worth, or 
rather her lack of it. Grandfather and 
Aunt Baba are prohibited from writing to 
her. She receives no visits, and no letters. 
In the meantime, the family set up a new 
life in Hong Kong; 

Eventually, after Tianjin has fallen to the 
communists, Adeline is rescued by an aunt 
and brought to Hong Kong. But soon she 
finds herself back in another boarding 
school where she stays for several years, 
again receiving no letters or visits, and 
almost never going home for holidays. 

Academically, little Adeline continues 
to shine. Eventually her father, now one 
of the most successful Chinese business- 
men in Hong Kong, agrees to send her to 
England to train as a doctor. Later she 
emigrates to America, and the rest of the 
book traces Adeline’s successive attempts 


to win the affection of members of her 
family. 

The book ends with her father and 
Niang dead, and Adeline discovering 
that her stepmother has fixed the family 
inheritance so that Adeline will receive 
nothing. Later. Adeline finds her father's 
original will, which includes her. She 
shows it to her brother James, who is most 
ambivalent and stands to lose from any 
changes. And here the narrative stops - 
wc do not find out whether he does the 
decent thing and helps her. So we are left 
dangling, a state which is appropriate con- 
sidering that unfinished business is so 
much the stuff of unhappy families and 
that this autobiography is also, one sus- 
pects. an open letter to Adeline Yen 
Mah's siblings. 

One of the main components of Ade- 
line's misery was the reserve and formal- 
ity of Chinese society. None of the chil- 
dren. even in adult life, was able to 
confide their problems to their father. 


Even Aunt Baba and the grandfather 
were struck dumb by convention - the 
grandfather left cowed and penniless, 
unable to ask for pocket money from 
Niang, and unable to confess his difficul- 
ties to his son. 

A similar reserve imbues the writing of 
Adeline Yen Mah. There are a few 
moments of relief - the beautiful Chinese 
aphorisms that head each chapter and 
sprinkle the rest of the text, the descrip- 
tions of occasional moments when she 
talks with her grandfather or watches the 
boats in Hong Kong harbour from her 
boarding school. 

But overall this is a grim, unforgettable 
tale, starkly told. The impression is of a 
solemn little rock of a girl - neat, tidy, 
clever, but numbed inside by the experi- 
ence. Perhaps it is no coincidence that 
Adeline went on to qualify' as an anaes- 
thetist. And just as the wealth of Adeline's 
father gives an edge to the deprivations 
undergone by the family, so the restraint 


of the narrative somehow makes the 
story all the more replete with blame. 
There is no rationalisation, no amateur 
psychologist ng. and no attempt to look at 
what really motivated her stepmother, or 
at why her father never saw what was 
happening and never defended his chil- 
dren. It is as if the author were thinking 
"Just the facts, just the facts ..." 

Perhaps this is a good thing. Some 
tales are heller told plain, and a more 
elaborate version might lose our sym- 
pathy. Even as it is. there are moments 
when Adeline can tire a little: with her 
worn clothes and her unremitting A 
grades, she never herself behaves 'dis- 
honourably or confesses to unpalatable 
emotions. And I have to confess that, 
just as no one of true human feeling can 
read the death of Beth in Little 1*5 w/i 
without weeping with laughter, so the 
account of Adeline’s beloved scrawny lit- 
tle pet duckling being mauled by the 
family Alsatian made me snigger. 




•y 





I n jail, they call it gate 
fever - the reckless 
delirium that overtakes 
inmates as their release date ' 
nears. On Wednesday night, 

I caught a trace of ii in 
Virginia Botjomley-'s manner 
as the Heritage Secretary 
handed Dame Muriel Spark 
the third David Cohen Prize 
(worth £40,000 in all) for a 
lifetime’s achievement in 
British literature. Quoting 
Miss Jean Brodie bad$ at her 
creator, the minister defined 
education as “a leading out 
of what is already there in . 
the pupil’s soup. Now that 
as grizzled veterans of the 
Sixties will know; sums up 
the core of the •‘progressive'’ 
child-centred teaching that 
Mrs Bottom ley’s colleagues 
have tried for nigh on IS 
years xo expunge from our 
classrooms. Collective 
responsibility? No thanks. As 
Miss Jean once reminded 
her charges. “Cleopatra 
knbw nothing of the team 
spirit” - not a sentiment . 
we’U find among the coming 
manifesto bromides. 

First awarded in 1993. the 
biennial Cohen prize already 
has a splendid record of 
honouring the Awkward 
Squad. The initial winner. Sir 
Vidia Naipaui, kepi up his 
reputation as an CHympic- 
standard grouch with Mime 
aprcs-moi-lc-dt'luge thoughts 
about the death of the novel. . 
in 1995. Harold Pinter 
refrained from cursing US 
foreign policy in the atrium 
of CoutB Bank, but he did 
chili the blood with some 
gruesome passages from 
Webster’s plays. Pinter was 
paying tribute to bis English 
mister at Hackney Downs - 
a theme pursued % Dame 
Muriel when she gave the 
£10.000 portion of the prize 
reserved for a beneficiary 
selected by the winner to arts 
projects at her alma mater , 
James GtUesoie’s High 
School in Etfinburgh. 

It was there, TO years ago, 
that the nine-year-old Muriel 
Cambcrg wrote what site 
calls “anratended 
improvement" of Browning s 
“Red Piper of Hamel rn". 



Browning’s little rival dearly 
foreshadowed the fearless 
writer who. in a recent TV 
profile, scorned the “timid’ 
authors of her age. In the 40 
years since she published 
The Comforters, she has kepi 
timidity at bay with one 
succinct and stringent fable 
of spiritual or soda! life after 
another. Because she has no 
. time for English sentiment, 
and shuns the picturesque 
detail of character and place 
that many readers enjoy. 
Spark can strike die 
unconverted as a dry and 
cold contriver of intellectual 
puzzles. Yet it is just this 
theologically inclined 
asperity that makes her voice 
so precious and unique: 

An impatience with 
Anglo-Saxon platitudes 
began early. In rhe postwar 
years, the penniless young 
writer worked for the 
conceited nonetities of the 
Poetry Society (Now, I'm 
glad to say. a much saner 
place.) There she had a 
memorable run-in with the 
.batty Marie Stopes - birth- 
control pioneer and dreadful 
poet. Superbly comic echoes 
of that period surface in her 
memoir Curriculum Vitae 
and in the 1980s novels 
Loitering hi'ith Intent and A 
Far Cry from Kensington. 

In her brisk, "bracing 
tragicomedies, poky offices 
and bedsits (or the odd 
Tuscan villa) act as backdrop 
fora metaphysical drama 
that - in the words of 
Andrew Morion, who 
chaired the judging panel - 
“transfigures the 
commonplace and makes 
what is ordinary' marvellous 
or sinister or strange”. As 
Ben Okri, another judge, said 
afterwards. “It’s rime to bring 
elegant seriousness back into 
fashion”. Reading Spark 
would be a painless way to 
manage that - and a few. 
ousted politicians may have 
some time on their hands to 
do so pretty soon. 



Hong Kong swan song photograph: tom p/lston 


Compassion fatigue 

Denis MacShane asks why we excuse China’s cruelty 


Beating the Retreat: Hong Kong inder the last Governor by Tim Heafd, 

Sinclair-StBvenson. £20 Hong Kong Goes Back edited by Judith Vidal-Hall and Yang Dan. 
Index on Censorship, £7.99 


W hen will ihe world wake up about 
China? The vileness and brutal- 
ity of apartheid South Africa. 
Pinochet's Chile or Brezhnevs Soviet 
Union called into being protests, boycotts, 
demonstrations and an engagement from 
the intellectual classes, as well as from 
trade unions and churches, that rattled 
the cages of those shop-soiled tyrannies. 

Yet every 20th-century evil carried out 
in the name of ideology or stale is taking 
place daily in China. The abuses happen 
on a scale that often surpasses the crimes 
against human rights which mobilised the 
Pinters and Pilgers against rightist 
regimes, or the Rees-Moggs and Paul 
Johnsons against European communism. 

But. on China, there is not a cheep. Wei 
Jingsheng, who has been in and out of 
prison since he first called for the “fifth 
freedom" of democracy in the late 1970s. 
has the moral stature and style of a Man- 
dela or a Sakharov'. Yet he is unknown in 
Britain. There is an ethical vacuum in our 
consideration of China. The usual excuse 
is that there is too much money to be 
made; the real reason is that at the end 
of the 20th century we suffer from the 
malady of human rights fatigue. Western 
liberals, haring seen off fascism and com- 
munism. have become complacent. 

All honour then to Index on Censorship, 
this year celebrating 25 years of report- 
ing on threats to free expression, for a 
readable collection cf articles on the lack 
of freedom in China and Hong Kong. In 
addition to withering analyses by the 
admirable John Gittings and Jonathan 
Mirsky. the pieces by Chinese writers. 


journalists and activists buty the lie that 
the Chinese are not interested in the core 
freedoms that define democracy. 

Sadly, the handing back of Hong Kong 
in July will mark the end of the island's 
role as an independent source of infor- 
mation on China and. more broadly, on 
Asia. The handling of the transfer has 
been one of rhe most shaming chapters 
in the long march of Conservative rule 
since 1979. Margaret Thatcher bungled 
her talks with Deng Xiaoping; thereafter. 
Whitehall treated Hong Kong as a profit 
centre until John Major was presented 
with the problem of what to do with the 
defeated MP Chris Patten five years ago. 

Patten is a humane, cultured nne- 
nation Toiy. Brought up in the security of 
suburban Ealing in the 1950s. he left 
Oxford well before the intellectual revolts 
that turned some to the left, but many 
more into the angry anti-socialists who 
swept Mrs Thatcher to glory. The parry 
that Panen joined - of Heath. McLeod. 
Butler and Boyle - was turned into a 
home fit for David Evans and John Red- 
wood. By then. Patten had made the Faus- 
tian pact of all ambitious politicians. At 
the start of ihe 1990s. this fastidious, winy 
man was reduced to grunting about 
Porkies and pretending he had something 
in common with Brian Mawhinney. 

Hong Kong needed political leadership 
to prepare its people for rule by Beijing. 
But Patten was not the right person and 
Major, with his unerring lack of judge- 
ment, has sacrificed his friend's career in 
the belief he was doing him a favour. 

The problem was not that Patten set 


out to antagonise the Chinese - he didn't 
- but that he was not allowed to do any- 
thing for the people of Hong Kong save 
give them their first and last essay in 
voting for an assembly. This was a sym- 
bolic two-fingered democratic salute up 
the nasal cavity of Deng's dictatorship, but 
as relevant to real politics as the poll tax. 

Of incomparably greater use would 
have been the creation of the building 
blocks of civil society - bv encouraging 
press freedom or workers' organisation, 
and by enshrining human rights in law. 
Bui Patten's masters in London were not 
interested in the politics of freedom. What 
was denied by Major in Britain eould not 
be offered by Patten in Hong Kong. 

Tun Heald s artlessly written account 
of his visits to Hong Kong as a guest of 
his old Balliol friend. Chris Panen. is a 
much better book' than its rambling start 
suggests. In explaining what makes Pat- 
ten lick, ihe more official biographies will 
not do a better job. Heald has written not 
just an elegy in the last graveyard of 
British colonialism, but an anthem of 
farewell to his and Patten’s England - a 
place of minor public schools. Oxbridge. 
Denis Compton and mess dinners. 

Patten, observes Heald. never bothered 
to get to grips w ith the Chinese. Instead, 
the last Governor spent his spare hours 
in Hong Kong learning French. It is not 
Britain that says goodbye to Hong Kong 
on 30 June. It is China and Asia that sav 
tidieu to England. Britain's future lies in 
making a success of Europe, not quick 
bucks in Asia. 

Patten understands this. Can he per- 
suade his parly, or has the Tory gener- 
ation that he. Heald and John Major 
represent outlived its purpose, at home 
and abroad? 


They make a wilderness and call it peace 


A s his title shows, Graham Harvey is not 
afraid to use a sensational phrase. Within 
his first few paragraphs he refers to the 
“living garment’' of the countryside, a metaphor 
coined by W H Hudson to describe the flow- 
ers covering chalk grassland, and declares that 
it is turning into a shroud. This impassioned 
book demonstrates that such language, far from 
being histrionic, simply meets the case. Our 
count tyside is indeed being killed, and by the 
very people who are charged with its care. 

What makes Haivey's book valuable is the 
intensity of his feeling. He grieves the wanton 
extinction of our “national treasure” - the mixed- 
farm structure of the prewar years -and fervently 
resents the alliance of politicians, civil servants and 
landowners who have grown rich on its bones. 
Harvey* is an angry man. and his anger allows 

him persuasively to restate a case that has 
become wearisome in its familiarity. It seems 


Fraser Harrison curses 
the land lobby 

The KDHng of the Countryside by Graham 
Harvey, Cape, £16.99 


scarcely credible that we have now been 
deprived of 97 per cent of our meadowland. 
And who can believe that after all the pleas on 
their behalf, hedgerows arc still being lost or, 
rather, plundered at the rate of 10.000 miles 
per year? The populations of our so-called com- 
mon songbirds are falling at a desperate rate. 
The tree sparrow's numbers have dropped by 
89 per cent in the past 25 years, and the sky- 
lark’s by 58 per cent. As we in Suffolk can tes- 
tify, Harvey does not exaggerate when he 
speaks of “silent fields". 


His chief concern is to show how the eoun- 
tiyside is being killed by the subsidy system, which 
currently costs you and me ClObn a year. Not only 
are we helping to enrich the already rich, we are 
paying twice - once with our taxes, and again by- 
surrendering our countryside to poison or 
plough. And we pay again when we buy food that 
is nutritionally void and contaminated with the 
chemicals that fuel the agribusiness machine. 

If 1 hare a criticism of Haney's splendid tirade, 
it is that he does not analyse in sufficient detail 
the formidable lobby that keeps the gravy pour- 
ing onto the platesof the landowning class. Land 
and political power turn out to be branches of 
the same indestructible plant 

Harvey* points out that landowners, nnr coun- 
try inhabitants, dictate the shape of the landscape. 
Whitehall and the agricultural industry work 
together to reshape the countryside, a symbio- 
sis of public service and private capital that 


leaves the suckered public to pay the bill. Ho 
says that country people, a third of the popu- 
la i ion. “live on rhe periphery like temporary 
expatriates in some foreign land". Temporary? 
When. then, may we go home? Not in the fore- 
seeable future. Landowners w ill not accept that, 
while the country may he their property, the 
landscape belongs to all of us. 

Harvey is the agricultural story editor of The 
Archer? - for many listeners an authentic echo 
of country life. It is therefore a shame the pro- 
gramme does not contain a representative of 
the villainies denounced here. Brian Aldridge 
and Simon Pemberton come close to fitting the 
hill, hut we do not hear about the destructive 

consequences of their methods. Larks still sim; 

in Ambridge but. if the countrywide really is 
heing killed. Ambridge too must suffer. 

Graham Harvey is interviewed on page 16 
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Paperbacks 


By Helen Stevenson 



Adventures in Capitalism by 
Toby Lift (Minerva, £6.99) 
Toby Liu combines a 
rumbustious flair for comedy 
with an ability io write about 
the world in a knowing 
postmodern shorthand. All 
these 18 stories are richly 
textured with brand names 
and the kind of hip 
vernacular that both 
describes and disfigures the 
contemporary world. Liu has 
a way of dignifying wackiness 
without ever lipping over 
into the surreal. You end up 
feeling as if you've downed 
IS hot shots”of differently 
flavoured lethal vodka. My 
favourite is “Mr Kipling 7 ', a 
eulogy to the cake maker, in 
which the only thing that 
stands between exceedingly 
good and perfection is the 
possibility of an inclination 
towards Rome, betrayed by 
“the occasional overuse of 
cinnamon in his mince pies". 

Not Entitled by Frank 
Kermode t Flamingo. £6.99) 
“Between these origins and 
that ending is where the 
weather is, fair or foul: the 
climate of a life. Not as some 
have said, a dream, but a 
climate, a microclimate, le 
temps qtt'il fait." You do not 
get the impression, on 
reading this autobiography, 
thai the sun ever quite came 
out for Frank Kermode. He 
inclines towards a weary 
acceptance of a life that has 
been nobody else s fault. 

This is surprising in one who, 
in his critical writings at 
least, has always seemed to 
be good at chasing away 
clouds - of bigotry, 
suspicion, muddle. He writes 
about his poor childhood on 
the Isle of Man, his wartime 


career in the navy, his long 
years as an academic with 
grace and honesty, but 
reports a feeling of having 
always been “where one is 
not entitled io be”. A book 
full of odd. signposted 
omissions, unsatisfactory 
only in its brevity and mild 
asperity. 

An Italian Education by Tim 
Parks (Minerva, £6.99) This 
is novelist Tim Parks's 
second contribution to that 
potentially exasperating 
genre of books by English 
people who have made their 
lives in a Mediterranean 
country. He tries to slip in a 
few provisos, but you feci the 
hardships of his existence 
could be counted on the toes 
of his delightful half-Italian 
offspring. Parks's friendly 
tone, his endearing habit of 
uying to be wry and play 
down the pleasure of it all. 
saves him from the worst 
pitfalls of Mayle-ism. 

The Shadow Man by Mary 
Gordon ( Bloomsbury, £7) 
This riveting investigative 
memoir of Mary Gordon's 
Jewish father, an American 
of Polish origin who 
converted to Catholicism, 
bears a strangely ambiguous 
title. Her beloved father is 
later discovered to have been 
a flagrant anti-Semite, inept 
writer and mythomaniae. But 
it is nor so much he who has 
east the shadow as Gordon 
herself, tf successful analysis 
means the transformation of 
ghosts into ancestors, this 
work may not have fulfilled 
its purpose. David Gordon's 
ghost is there to the last 
page, warming and chilling, 
plaguing and soothing 


Audiobooks 



Fiennes's sinewy 
k voice reading Michael 
Ondaatje’s The English 
Patient (Macmillan, 4hrs, 
£8.99) is an attractive 
supplement to his much- 
praised performance in the 


film of the hook, and though 
purists will resent any 
abridgement, this one is 
more generous than most. A 
galaxy of super-star readers 
are allied with bargain 
basement value in a joint 
venture by Hodder Headline 
and W H Smith. The first 15 
titles in their £6.99 Classic 
Collection sets include Julie 
Christie matched to Far 
From the Madding Crowd, 
Joanna Lumley to Persuasion 
and Kate Winslet io Sense 
and Sensibility. 

Christina Hardyment 



Salvador Dali outside his villa in Spain in 1951, photographed by Daniel Farson 


HULTON GETTY 


Soldiers, sailors and airheads 

There’s more to life than dropped names, says Michael Arditti 


I n his early days at Picture Post. Daniel 
Farson photographed Edith Evans as 
Lady Bracknell. This breathless 
account of the myriad people, places 
and careers (among them critic, biogra- 
pher, TV reporter, pub owner and mer- 
chant seaman) he has packed into his 70 
years would prompt that forbidding char- 
acter's most reproving reference to “a life 
crowded with incident", even as her cre- 
ator was greeting a fellow-diner at the 
panthers' feast. 

In the an of being in the right place at 
the right time, Farson is a Michelangelo. 
As the son of a celebrated American jour- 
nalist, he had an early brash with fame and 
infamy when Gandhi visited his London 
home and Hitler patted his head in 
Munich. Evacuated to Chicago in 1940. he 
was taken by Somerset Maugham to spend 
a weekend with his lover's lover walking 
into the French pub in Soho, he was 
instantly befriended by John Dcakin and 
Francis Bacon; he even'eontrived to be sail- 
ing down the Volga and suspected of spy - 
ing during the coup against Gorbachev. 

He drops names at a rate which would 
not disgrace Dempster's diaiy. As a par- 
liamentary correspondent, he was chased 
down Westminster corridors by Tom 


Never a Normal Man by Daniel Farson, 
HarperCollins, £25 

Dribcrg: as an undergraduate editor, he 
commissioned Kenneth Tynan. He dis- 
cussed film-making with Orson Welles in 
Paris, the crucifixion with Dali in Spain 
and was treated to a very laboured pun 
on his “behind" by Noel Coward. 

Politicians too came within his orbit. 
Lady Thatcher prodded his chest to illus- 
trate her credo “See, see, see; learn, learn, 
learn" w hile his association with Jeremy 
Thorpe almost led to his arrest in the Nor- 
man Scott case. He flitted from East End 
low-life (the Krays provided him with 
“Mad Teddy" Smith as a minder) to HoL 
lywood high life (organising Judy Garland's 
birthday party). And that is not to mention 
Colin Wilson. Caiflin Thomas, Joan Lit- 
clcwood, oid Aunty Diana Cooper and all. 

His most sustained claim to fame is as 
a denizen of Soho and a modem Vasari 
to artists from John Minton and Lucian- 
Freud to Gilbert and George and Damien 
Hirst. His closest association, however, 
was with Francis Bacon. Much of what be 
writes on Bacon has appeared elsewhere, 
although it is salutaiy to discover that 
even such a privileged eye can fail - as 


when he congratulated David Sainsbuiy 
on a Bacon portrait of his father, only to 
be informed, stiffly, that it was his mother. 

There is not much evidence that his cur- 
rent retirement in Devon has left aity time, 
for reflection. On the contrary: despite the 
initial promise that, because be has no fam- 
ily to embarrass, he is discarding reticence, 
he engages in little introspection and less 
self-revelation. He is happy to discuss 
Francis Bacon's masochism but - apart 
from revealing that he belonged to a world 
where AC/DC meant “he (iked soldiers 
and sailors" - he tells us very little about 
his own affairs. It s a strange lacuna given 
a concluding admission that sexuality has 
ruled his life. Likewise, he discusses bis 
father’s alcoholism, while merely reporting 
his own penchant for two or three bottles 
of spirits a day. ' . 

' l/ltiraatefyj bothtbe strength and weak- 
ness of these memoirs rests in the fact that 
Farson is, primarily, a photographer a pro- 
fession that has become almost a fictional 
shorthand for the moral vacuum at the 
heart of great events. What he provides is 
a series of vivid snapshots, devoid of any 
attempt to set them in a broader context. 
The blessing is that he has had such fasci- 
nating subjects in front of his lens. 


Ewe are my 

heart’s desire 

Carol Birch prefers country 
by-ways to the streets of Dublin 


totheiegmning by Catherine 
DmneiCape t -£939. 

One Day as a Tiger by Am 
hfeverty, Ctagft £9-99 ~ . 


N othing sums up the. 
schizophrenia of mod- 
era life like contempt 
rary Ireland, where urban 
sophisticates have delighted 
in puncturing time-honoured 
shibboleths, while among the 
boreens and candy-coloured 
village streets the old ways 
persist Two fast novels from 
Irish women, one urban, one 
rural, aptly illustrate this. 

Oh the strength of Cather- 
ine Dunne's novel. In -The 
Beaming, it seems that the old 
certainties have /been jetti- 
soned in favour, of a resolute 
blandness. It tells the story of 
Rose, perfect: housewife and' 
mother of three, whose hus- 
band walks out after 20 years 
of marriage. Rose picks her- 
self up, dusts herself down 
and discovers beneath her 
doormat persona such reserves 
of strength and independence 
that within a year she has 
turned tragedy into triumph, 
scaling heights of self-respect 
she could never have dreamed 
of in marriage. 

It is a simple, undemanding 
book with a plucky heroine 
and a message of hope, rock- 
ing no boats and adhering to 
standard truisms of the British 
and American feminist novel 
of 20 or so years ago. Divorce 
is a liberation for women and, 
in the long run, is better for 
children than life with two 
unhappy parents. Ben, the 
husband, is no loss, being 
despicable and boring and 
prone to make a mess in the 
kitchen. Women friends are 
strong and dependable. PMT 
is a window onto reality that 
men don’t understand! ■ 
Catherine Donne is good 
on the minutiae of domestic 
life and the sense of panic 
faced by women desperately 
trying to earn a living end 
keep a family fed and stable, 
but this is a simplification of 
the anguish that attends the. 
breakdown of a 20-year rela- 
tionship, and is unconvinc- 
ingly reassuring about the 
effects on children. Still, the 
woman finds herself, or at 
least makes a start, and it 
catches convincingly the brisk 
modernity and fashionable 
cynicism of Dublin life. 
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LILY WONG 

The Hong Kong cartoon 
strip that China hated 
is back. The death of 
Lily Wong caused 
worldwide headlines - 
now, she takes her 
final bow for the last 
100 days before the 
handover 
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All together now 

Anthony Giddens challenges the prophets of doom 


Connexfty by Geoff Mufgan. Chatto & 
Windus, £16.99 

T here is a popular view of society at 
i he moment which runs something 
like (his; JO or 40 years ago, social 
life was a predictable and ordered affair. 
Families by and large held together and 
children had a stable social environment. 
People look pride in their local commu- 
nities and there was a general sense of 
civic culture. The welfare state provided 
for the needy or those in trouble. 

Today, so this view runs, much of (his 
is in tatters. We live in a world of increas- 
ing fragmentation, where the family is 
under threat, children are at risk and the 
fabric of communal life is unravelling. 
There arc different ideas about how this 
situation has come to pass, but the most 
common one blames excessive individu- 
alism. Put bluntly, we have accumulated 
too many rights and we recognise too few' 
obligations. Many people. Including many 
children, have lost a sense of right anil 
wrong. For anyone who takes such a view, 
there is an obvious remedy. We should 
reintroduce a firm social morality, social 
discipline and punishment. 

Geoff Mulgan’s new book seeks to put 
something quite different in place of the 
hypothesis of social and moral decay. We 
don't live in a society with a one-way ticket 
to disintegration. Almost the opposite; we 
are entering a new age of interdepen- 
dence and co-operation, an age of “con- 
nerity” - a word which Mulgan has 
plucked from old English. What Mulgan 
calls connexiiy. others term globalisation. 
The arrival of a cosmopolitan society 
increasingly links us all to one another.’ 

Such interdependence has positive and 
negative aspects. Instantaneous elec- 
tronic communication allow friends who 
rarely sec each other to keep in touch 
from far comcre of the world. On the 
other hand, wc all face common ecolog- 
ical problems, from which no one on the 
face of the earth can escape- The key 
question is, can we foster the positive 
aspects of globalisation while containing 
rhe damage it produces? Put more specif- 
ically. how can we reconcile individual 
freedom with due recognition of the 
need for social collaboration? 

Mulgan attempts a serious response to 
the moral-authority lobby. Wc should 
recognise, he accepts, that freedom has 


its pathologies. In the advanced 
economies - in stark contrast to the 
poorer regions of the world - the most 
difficult problems are not about material 
shortages but about whaz the author 
terms “disorders of freedom”. The free- 
dom to travel to work alone in a private 
car, for example, leads to traffic conges- 
tion. urban decay and air pollution. In an 
age of interdependence, the freedom of 
individuals may rebound upon others and 
themselves. 

Since many of the connections which 
now bind us are new, we can’t deal with 
them try reverting to traditional forms of 
regulation and authority. We need new con- 
cepts and new policies, Mulgan argues, if 
we are to balance freedom and interde- 
pendence. But most of our political ideas 
have come down from an altogether dif- 
ferent era than the one we now confront 

Mulgan identifies two ways forward. 
One is educational - the cultivation of a 
mentality of partnership or co-operation. 


t Rather than decline, 
the dominant trend is one 
of moral progress 1 


We should ask how far the family, firms, 
schools or universities promote mature 
and capable citizens. At the moment, too 
many such groups simply produce atti- 
tudes of dependence - as the welfare 
state, to some degree, has done. Depen- 
dence is the contrary of interdependence 
- the chief reason why a return to tradi- 
tional authority is impossible. 

The second factor is more structural. We 
need to revive the idea of public life, 
swamped for the moment by the high tide 
of free-market philosophy. Mulgan does 
not accept that the advent of the global age 
signals the end of politics. But public He 
can t be reconstructed merely by appeal- 
ing to older models of the nation . Wfe have 
to reconcile local and global interdepen- 
dence. A variety of means could allow polit- 
ical reform to go along with the creation 
of a more confident and involved citizenry. 

Here Mulgan mentions electronic 
voting, citizens’ juries and other “deliber- 


ative” groups. Refreshingly, he combats the 
conventional view that government can do 
little to foster dvic solidarity. City planning, 
for example, can encourage public spaces 
which are safe, accessible and promote 
sociability. Here* -ecological concerns 
should be integrated with the drive to a 
renewed sense of chic involvement 

Mulgan borrows a phrase of the anthro- 
pologist Gregory Bateson, “ecology of 
mind”. Ecological orders in nature are 
systems of interdependence between 
plants, animals and the physical environ- 
ment. As in the physical world, we need 
to show how different ways of life can 
coexist. Consider the debate about fam- 
ily values. The role of government is not 
to defend the. so-called traditional fam- 
ily, but to encourage the mentalities 
which make different forms of family life 
work and -also allow their members to 
develop wider civic bonds. 

All this must appear mere pie in the 
sky to those who feel that moral life has 
already more or less disintegrated. Mul- 
gan has an answer for them. Rather than 
decline, he says, the dominant trend is 
one of moral progress. Human rights are 
becoming more firmly embedded in 
international law and many new moral 
concerns have surfaced, such as those to 
do with the plight of animals or with 
environmental decay. The spread of 
communications enlarges the scope of 
moral language and allows moral issues 
to be openly debated rather than sim- 
ply sanctified by tradition.' “Conneidty* 
in Mulgan’s words, “makes the univer- 
sal potential of morality practical for the 
first tufte." ( 

I have a good deal of syinpatby with the 
ideas that Mulgan develops. His book has 
many virtues, nor least the stand he takes 
against the prophets of moral despair. I 
think he is right to suggest that we are 
entering an age whose basic characteris- 
tics we as yet onfy partly understand and 
which is poorly conceptualised as the 
“information era”. 

Yet in the end. Tin not sure that the 
concept of “cormeaty" is much better 
Interesting though Mulgan’s arguments 
are, they could have been given a hairier 
edge than one finds here. Much of histiis- 
rasaoa is superficial, with too many dif- 
fioxiues skated over too easily, i don’t 
titink that those who hold different views 
will find themselves convinced. 



:i 


' . It is from just this 
Matty, hero of AnneiJawri/ s 

to the family farm -in 
aiy, relinquishing a promising 
academic career-at Trfaify Col- 
. lege. Here in the fields of his 
happy childhood, he'fmls mro 

the roie of layabout .younger 
brother to solid sheep farmer 
; Pierce, a truly good character 
portrayed without aweoT sen- 
timent Hopelessly andshame- 
ful'ly. in love with Pierce s 
young wife, Etti, Marty' also 
becomes fixated with- a lamb 
called Misty, rum of a herd of 
sheep experimentally doctored 
with human genes. Convinced 
that she has rejected her owne 
nature, he takes the- pitiful 
creature into bis house ■ and 
. develops a bizarre relationship 
with her, a projection of his 
.desperate need for love* 

This relationship is taken 
. totally seriously by the writer 
but not by the local commu- 
nity. When Misty becomes the 
means whereby Etti responds 
to Marty, the stage is set for a 
tragedy of classic proportions. 

On one level this is a simple 
story, plainly yet poetically 
told; on another it’s a complex 
web of humour and pain. It is 
about the cruelties inflicted on 
animals by sentimental anthro- 
pomorphism, as the beloved 
lamb becomes whatever is pro- 
jected onto it It is also the best 
observation of modern rural 
Ireland I have yet to read. 
Haverty’s depiction of “the 
country way” seeks not to 
grind an axe, to revere, roman- 
ticise or vilify, but simply to 
behold. Thus, rural life is a 
possible route to stultification 
and madness, but it also has 
beauty and dignity and its 
roots reach into mythology. 

There seems to be a ten- 
dency for some Irish women 
writers to feel that they must 
consciously make a statement 
on the subject of “Women in 
Ireland". Catherine Dunne is 
in this mode, concerned 
thereby to point out hypocrisy 
and emphasise a rot in the tra- 
ditions. Anne Haverty has a 
more universal view. She sees 
the rot but has a clearer view 
of what's left of the fabric. She 
cares as much about men as 
women, the old and the new, 
and sees the complexity of 
both. In One Day As A Tiger, 
she has created a haunting, 
subtle and beautiful book. ~ < 
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Driving from Istanbul to 
London 10 

First of the spring and 
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Richard Holledge journeys along Mexico's Copper Canyon by bus, Chevy and rail 


H appy hour in the 
Posada Mira dor. 
An impromptu trio 
of waiters strum 
hectically at their 
guitars. Reuben, 
Heidi, Scott and Ezra dap along, 
sing along and as the margaritas - 
three for the price of one - take 
their hold, they dance along. We 
know their names because these are 
on £D badges stuck to their sensi- 
ble travellers* simulated cotton 
windbreakers. In the bar, Harvey 
and Earl are watching CNN and 
Dying to whip up some interest in 
the result of the US election. 
“Clinton winning?" 

“Yeah, looks like it. Dos Carta 
Blancas, please.** 

It could be almost anywhere, 
almost any hotel colonised by the 
great American tourist trail any- 
where in the world. Here we eat 
steak with baked potatoes instead 
of polio a mole - chicken in a bit- 
tersweet chocolate sauce. Tortillas? 
Please. The morning's scrambled 
eggs come .American -style, without 
the challenging piquancy of huevos 
a Mexico no. 

But by dawn wc know that this 
is no ordinary stopover. The first 
lightening of the day outlines the 
rim of the mighty canyon that 
stretches thousands of metres down 
and across. As the sun pops over 
the rim it reveals the vastness of the 
scene. From the hotel, an eyrie built 
on the rim of a canyon 2_5(X) metres 
above sea level, wc can see, way 
below us, a deep, dry river-bed 
edged by foresr and small fields of 
maize, and canyon upon canyon 
stretching away into the dawn pink- 
ness. The hum ming birds start their 


darting progress from one Lree to 
another; the eagles recommence 
their steady soaring arcs; in the dis- 
tance a donkey brays. 

It's a sight that led us to get up 
early - those of us who had the 
strength, after the assault on the 
margaritas the night before - and 
stand on onr balconies in silent awe. 

The hotel is at the half-waypoint 
of one of the great combinations of 
nature and engineering in the 
world. The Copper Canyon railway 
trip takes 13 hours (at least) and 
stretches from the sweaty Pacific 
coast town of Los Mochis to the 
industrial city of Chihuahua, set 
high on the plain in flat, hot farm- 
land In between. 73 tunnels, 28 
bridges and a gaggle of neglected 
little villages whose poverty seems 
exaggerated by the relative glamour 
of the mighty blue train which 
danks and grinds into their per- 
functoxy stations carrying a cargo 
of Reubens. Heidis, Scotts and 
Ezras. Many make the trip in one 
go. but it is best to get on and off 
the train at various points. One 
ticket will cover the journey. 

The train to the coast starts at 
7.30 each morning in Chihuahua. I 
decided to skip the overnight and 
headed straight from the airport to 
the massive hangar of a bus station 
on the outskirts of the city. The first 
half of the great El Facifico railway 
trip began by bus. 

The air-conditioned bus ham- 
mers over the plain, often parallel 
with the line, with romantic laments 
blasting from the radio; it winds 
into the sierra and arrives five 
hours later in Creel. 

No problem with accommoda- 
tion here. A lad attaches himself to 



The Canyon train simon calder 


me as I get off the bus and guides 
me over the railway line, clamber- 
ing nimbly over the wagons laden 
improbably with Recreation Vehi- 
cles (more American colonisation) 
to the small, backpackers' lodge of 
San Margaritas. It is as if time had 
stood still from my hitching days 
many years ago. A disparate crew 
of nationalities, communicating in 
varying degrees of broken English, 
radiating an air of competitive 
camaraderie over who has been fur- 
thest for the least. The only differ- 
ence between now and those long- 
lost hippy days is that the 
peripatetic youth of San Margari- 
tas look clean and sin-free, and 
stride out winsomely under state- 
of-the-art rucksacks. 

Creel is virtually a one-slreet 
town, straggling dustily along the 
railway line. It has a small square 
with an optimistic bandstand, a 
church whose morning bells act as 
an alarm clock by clanging out at 
the same time as dawn's punctual 
7.20 arrival, and a little shop sell- 
ing knick-knacks for the local 
Catholic mission. The place is an 
improbable meeting of Indians and 
tourists. The Indians, the Taram- 
humara, are increasingly aware of 
their own commercial worth. They 
wander into town from the sur- 
rounding hills, or come on the 
ihree-days-a-week bus from valley- 
floor. subtropical villages such as 
Batopilas. The men still wear curi- 
ous, skirt-like garments round their 
nether regions and the women give 
the impression that their ancient 


traditions have held firm since the 
tribe fled to the sierra from the 
Spanish. Now the valleys and their 
network of small hotels are increas- 
ingly filled with American package 
holidaymakers, who are well- 
behaved and credulous in that way 
of American tourists, but none the 
less there. 

Not that this is high-profile 
tourist country. The mainstay of 
local wealth is logging, and judging 
Ity the neat wooden houses in the 
counrryside and the steady proces- 
sion of Chevy FWD and Dodge 
Rams that four-wheel-drive their 
way up and down the street every 
evening in a latter-day version of 
“Mexican Graffiti", tourism is likely 
to remain an adjunct. 

It is easy to get a glimpse of the 
Indian lifestyle. Walk to the end of 
the village, past the cemetery with 
its poignant display of plastic flow - 
ers and scattering of marigold 
leaves left from the previous week's 
Dia de la Muene, when ail Mexico 
flocks to cemeteries to honour the 
dead. You find yourself in a valley 
with smallholdings, aggressive dogs, 
a few browsing horses, the constant 
fleeting shadow of the floating 
eagles, rustling maize, and an 
ancient tractor scything through the 
wheat. 

In fact, the influence of tourism 
lies only with a few undemanding 
attempts by local drivers to invei- 
gle you on trips and a few half- 
hearted attempts by children to 
sell some wood carvings. The main 
drag has a few simple cafes - try 
Veronica's for the best breakfasts 
and Hernandez for a thin, red pork 
chop with salsa - and Is so unspoilt 
that there is only one bar where you 


can buy a tequila. It must be the 
influence of the Alcoholics Anony- 
mous group, which advertises itself 
discreetly on the outskirts of town. 

One of the taxi-drivers finally 
prevailed on me to take a trip: it 
was the sign on the side of his 
Chevy - "English Speaks” - that 
won me over. He persuaded me not 
to wait for the train - bound to be 
late, anyway - so I crowded into the 
Chevy with a trio of Mexicans from 
Chicago and he whizzed us to the 
next station on the line. Divisadero. 
We detoured for a mighty view over 
the Rio Oteros via a cleared stretch 
of forest, ‘it used to be a landing- 
strip." he said. “Marijuana. Rtlice 
come.” 

Am I ever going to gel on the 
train? It is meant to reach the half- 
way point at Divisadero by 1.45pm. 
The view is so powerful here that 
the train stops for 15 minutes to 
allow travellers to pick their way 
through a gaggle of Indians selling 
grass-mad'e ~ baskets and more 
grass-made haskets and man e! at 
the view, cameras clicking. A few 
minutes and another stop, the 
Posado Barraneo. The three girls 
stoically weaving grass baskets 
hardly look up ul The tourists wait- 
ing for the train. Older women pro- 
tect their selection of copper bits 
and pieces with similar scant 
regard for Elmer, with his baseball 
cap proudly displaying "Retire" on 
the front, or Amhea, eager to 
return to the comfort of her RV in 
Baja California, clutching a vast 
bin-liner of woven baskets, or Abi- 
gail. a child of the Sixties, absently 
watching her offspring wander off 
down rhe line. 

The train arrives, clunking, 



You can in the Canyon 


The trip: 

The Chihuahua al Pacifico train 
departs every morning from each 
end of the line - Los Mochis in 
the west. Chihuahua in the east, 
with a one-way fare of about £25. 
You should buy the ticket the day 
before travel, though it can be 
bought on the train. 

Getting there: 

To Mexico City: flights with Aero 
Mexico from Charles de Gaulle, 
Paris, from £343 - Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday. British Air- 
ways. £459 - Monday. Thursday, 
Saturday, direct. 


To Chihuahua-. ESI one-way with 
Aero Mexico. Flights also to Los 
Mochis for the west -east trip. 

Tours, agents: Journey Latin 
America offers bespoke tours of 
the area. It can arrange flights 
with Lufthansa (from Frankfurt) 
for £396. 

South American Experience 
(0171-976 5511) offers £410 
on Iberia via Madrid. 

Information: Mexican Ministry of 
Tourism, 60 Trafalgar Square, 
London WG2N 5DS (0171-734 
1058). 


£l\ A /e presume your 
V/V/ item beaded 
V t “Orleans to 
Oxford - was “ghosted' for 
you by one of ihose 
Transport ministers who 
never use public rranspurt. 
Last week's alphabetical 
article on the British 
invason of France was all 
my own work, but attracted 
a good helping of heckling 
from readers such as Terry 
and Jenny Eaton of Milion- 
under-Wyehwood. who 
look issue with the 
suggestion that students 
could hitch from Oxford to 
Orleans for £0. Their letter 
continues; 

“Pedestrians are banned 
from motorways for 
obvious realms, hitching 
along the M40 and M25 is 
no! perhaps the best advice. 



Must Tty Harder. Perhaps a 
bursary from your paper to 
found a Chair in Student 
Travel?" . 

A neat idea, and if it ever 
happens then a set book 
should be the Hitch-hiker's 
Manual Britain. It warns: 
“Trying to hitcb around the 


Now for the 
hitchhiker’s 
guide to 
dissent ... 

M25 is fraught with 
problems due to the 
number of all-motorway 
junctions." 

A motorway is also the 
subject of a letter from 
Harry Gibson of Bury. I 
suggested that a good way 
to dodge tolls on the 
autoromes on a journey 
from Newcastle to Nancy 
was to sneak through 
Belgium and Luxembourg. 
“Tolls begin only at the 


French border." I 
concluded. But Mr Gibson 
writes: “The French 
motorway which runs from 
Luxembourg around Metz 
to Nancy is in fact toll- 
free." 

Patrick Bowes writes 
from Plymouth with 
amplification: “What is not 
very dear to the British 
who are trying to get away 
to France cheaply and 
without fiiss are the 
remarkable offers run by 
SNCF and Eurostar which 
enable you to do Waterloo- 
Lyon for £99 return, or 
Avignon. Marseille or Nice 
for £109 return. Just as you 
say that Luton is the new 
aviation gateway to 
Europe, well, Lille is the 
point you step off your 
Eurostar train and step on 


to a high-speed TGV train 
to south-west France, the 
Riviera or even the Alps 
without the worry of 
changing trains in Paris." 

Picture the scene: 
platform four at 
Birmingham International 
station on Thursday 
afternoon, packed with 
delegates deponing from 
the British Travel Trade 
Fair. 

Having been briefed at 
the Virgin stand about 
how Richard Branson’s 
company would revitalise 
rail travel, everyone waits 
eagerly for the Virgin 
Cross Country train to the 
south, due at 3.16pm. At 
the appointed moment it 
appears - but presents a 
challenge to the assembled 


throng by hurtling through 
at UXImph. When one 
passenger asks one of the 
station staff if that was 
indeed her train, he 
replies with aplomb: "Yes 
- didn't you manage to 
catch it?" 

The train finally comes to 
a halt some distance 
beyond the station. The 
next service is not for an 
hour: more to the point, 
the train is full of people 
hoping to catch planes 
from Birmingham's airport. , 
So eventually the train is 
reversed, causing 
miscellaneous mayhem for 
other services. As he waits 
for the errant train to back 
up. one disgruntled 
delegate mutters "Hope 
this doesn't happen to 
Branson's planes." 



Indian lifestyle: a church near Creel nn m h ,r.\ph rich vp.d hollepoe 


groaning and whistling, alongside 
the short, wooden platform, offi- 
cious guards order people into 
seats where there are broken 
blinds, or have the carriage side 
blocking the view. We had to sit 
where we were told, despite the fact 
that the train was less than half full. 

And since all well-prepared trav- 
ellers know that the best view on 
this particular journey is on the left 
as \ou head west, the" conflict For a 
decent seat was intense. Ii took at 
least 10 minutes, with rows with 
officials of escalating degrees of 
seniority, gold braid and pompos- 
ity. to strike a deal. 

It is an extraordinary trip. In a 
succession of loops, tunnels and 
cliff edges, the train sinks deeper 
into the eanvon. passing a few 
smallholdings, occasional maize 
fields and a handful of villages. 
Increasing time is spent on the 
platform between the carriages, 
watching the train snaking away in 
front and behind. As it drops slowh 
and circuitouslv toward the sea. the 


climate warms up. leaving the 
great, stark boulders, bare cliff 
edges and pine forests behind. 
Now the trackside is covered with 
cacti shaped like pan pipes, or like 
giant, alien squid clinging on to the 
cliff sides. 

As dusk falls the train sidles out 
of the great gorges with their tops 
now touched bv the selling sun. 
and reaches the River Chnipas. It 
stretches wide and shining black in 
the gathering gloom. The train 
groans over the river on a narrow 
bridge, only to stop at a disturbing 
height. Has it broken down or is it 
simply slopping for us to admire 
the view? Casting aside the terror 
of vertigo, we peer straight down 
to the river below and off into the 
distance as it glides toward the 
Pacific. 

The train gives a blast and gath- 
ers speed. Hundreds of feet below, 
hall submerged by the river: the 
twisted reumins of two freight wag- 
ons. Maybe the bridge w as as per- 
ilous a> it seemed, after all. 
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THAILAND & VIETNAM 


14 NIGHTS FROM £999 
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Exctuuve Far East holiday with Premier including Thailand's vibrant cultural 
capital. Bangkok & Ho On Mmh City, the former French colonial city of 
Saigon, then a relaxing break at the royal resort of Hua Hm Daily flights with 
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SATURDAY 22 - MARCH 1997;* 


the independent long weekend- 
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ram Istanbul 


What’s it like to cross Europe by car? 

And is it cheaper than flying? Hugh Pope 
found out, the hard way 


erhaps l just warned to know if 
it was feasible. Or because t ale- 
rt ing an aeroplane year after year 
J seemed too easy, and, frankly, 
boring. A few hours' flight high over the 
enticing snow-capped mountains and 
green plains of Europe and I was back in 
the same traffic jam out of Heathrow. 

What would it be like. I wondered, to 
drive from one end of Europe to the 
other? Was this not why we had bought 
a big, air-conditioned American “people 
mover*’, doubtless itching for the open 
road after a year of school and super- 
market runs? And how easy the map 
made it look! A sweeping run from Istan- 
bul. where I work, across the north of 
Greece to the Adriatic port of Igoumen- 
itsa. our jumping-off point for Italy’s 
autostradas heading north and home. 

The last ferry from there, the agent 
said, would leave at 1 1 .30pm. It occurred 
to us that it might be easier to turn back. 
But our honour was engaged. We had to 
do iL It was just unfortunate that we cel- 
i-brated the decision by taking a wrong 
turn out of Kavala. giving ourselves an 
c:ira hour along a lonely mountain road. 


5S ENGLAND f - 



But here we were, 1 1 hours and 800km 
(500 miles) out of Istanbul, hitting one of 
the ugly city of Thessaloniki's revolving 
rush hours. There were nine hours left to 
reach Igoumenitsa. 

Soon afterwards we struck east into real 
mountains. For the last 100 miles to Ioan- 
nina we twisted up to a 1,700-metre 
(5,600ft) pass which amply showed why 
the Ottoman governors of the province 
often ended up as independent kinglets. 

The road seemed to be following the 
line of the old donkey track, but it was also 
beautifully cambered. Our big car zipped 
between mist-bound hairpin bends, past 
marble blocks that had tumbled off on to 
the edge of ravines. For me, it was an 
exhilarating experience. My white-knuck- 
led wife kept her own counsel 

With my watch showing 10.10pm. we 
careened around the mountain lake and 
the outskirts of loanoina. There was still 
hope of reaching the ferry in a last plunge 
through more mountains to the port of 
Igoumenitsa. By a miracle, we survived 
and made it on the dot of 1 1.30. The feny 
was still loading in the harbour, alone and 
brightly lit against the black sea. 

I pulled up at the harbour entrance, the 
tyres hot and fragrant. 17 hours and 
1300km ($10 miles) out of Istanbul. I was 
sent back. “You have to buy a ticket" the 
customs men not unreasonably advised 
us. In my haste I then spent £200 on a 
cabin in the wrong ferry, and (through 
lack of choice) to the wrong port, not con- 
venient Ancona, but Brindisi closer by 
sea but further to the south of Italy. 

Our ferry eventually steamed in late at 
3.30am. It had no air-conditioning and 
few passengers, and one of its engines 
broke down in mid-Adriatic, forcing us to 
proceed at walking speed. 

“Oh, don’t worry." the pretty Anglo- 
Greek purser airily said. “We heard on the 
radio that the gas tank of another ferry 
blew up today, and of course you know 
about the one that ran aground three days 
ago. During the season, they don't stop 
for repairs, you know." 

We eased into the pretty port of Brin- 
disi at 330pm. After the Greek road- 
works, the Italian autostrada was beauti- 
ful, straight as the seam of a stocking up 
from the heel of Italy, the laurel bushes 
in the dividing strip bursting with pink and 
white blooms, the succession of high 
bridges and deep tunnels a breathtaking 
tribute to long-forgotten engineers. 

We were far behind schedule, but our 
spirits could not help rising in the Italian 
autostrada cafes. Each was as friendly as 
the next, with chatty espresso bars and 
delicious sandwiches. 



Low quay: Corfu is a staging post-en route to the Italian port of Brindisi, where rustic charm gives way to bMech, high-speed autostradas 


The Italians also drive fast, which 
suited us. Our need to beat the clock 
forced us to hurile through the night, and 
I found I much preferred driving the 
motorway at night. Traffic evaporates and 
the illusion of movement is much greater, 
since you see only close speeding lights, 
not the unchanging countryside mocking 
your slow progress from a distance. 

By 4.30am, 13 hours out 

of Brindisi 47 hours out of 

Istanbul, and £40 out of 
pocket to the autostrada 
system, we reached the 
Mont Blanc tunnel. A 
credit card swipe relieved 
us of £25 more for the 
pleasure of driving through 
it Then, as dawn broke over Lake 
Geneva, the Swiss helped themselves to 
£25 for a 10-minute short cut through 
their country. The fine castles that still 
guard each bend through Aosta -Cha- 
monix valleys up io Mont Blanc doubtless 
once ran a similarly extortionate system. 

For a while it all seemed worth it as we 
bowled along the lovely roads and awak- 


ening countryside of eastern France. Sit- 
ting at the little town square cafe in Boli- 
gnac, to the south west of Lyons, I mocked 
die vapour trails of the jets overhead. But 
I will also remember bow much our cof- 
fees and croissants set us back when, next 
time, lam looking down from an aircraft 
eating my free breakfast 
Seen from the autoroute, the country- 


4 The road seemed to be following the 
line of an old donkey track ... J O 


hours from Brindisi and-5% hours from 
Istanbul. How much would it cost to take 


£64.95,” said the main in .the. ticket 
boioth. “Is that yout'cheapest? 1 ’ Tasked. . 
“We 11, if you take the dayretum.ifs £59," ’ 
the man answered. . yV:" V; “ “ - 

Le Shutdeisso quidcandfrequentthat 
almost .all its passengers felt obliged to 
■: ■ • linger for horns in a nearby: 
'• ■ shopping centre. Wetried to 

’ have a French meal to cel- 
ebrate, but had -to take the 
only fare on oSen te 
Burger King. ','■■■ y ' ■' ■ 

, Then came EngJanA A 
motorway of eheap, con- 
crete slabs, and shabby- 
looking small fleld^inade the place seem 
the ; most primitive we -had seen smee 


side turned flat, dry and dull as we 
headed north of Dijon and through the 
Champagne country, reaching a series of .. somewhere back in Greece - even the 
road signs that read like a history of the Turkish motorway wasbetter - and the 
First World War. rauddlfed scenes arbundnlo^M25rt»d- 

Jt was with considerable relief that we works completed ibeimpression that we: 
confronted the question of how weshould were back on the margins of Europe. 
cross the Channel when we reached Itiook another two hours to reach our 

Calais, 10 hours from Mont Blanc, . 22 final destination m (feford.Wfc had. dri- 


ven foL40JKmrs(not counting sleeping 
mid mating time) over 3,880 kilometres 
(2,425 miles) from Istanbul, burnt 373 
’' litres of petrol and in a total of 60 hours’ 
travel bad spent £600- almost exactly the 
cost of a family's return air fares. 

■ Now that itrs over, a sense of pride and 
\ achievement has crept in, and I also have 

a hard-earned new sense for the geogra- 
- phy of Eiirqpe, and an admiration for a 
/ ■new political unity that meant our pass- 
ports were only glanced at twice. Our car 
papers were never asked for. 

: I also found out about a new European 

-.sense of cash. I never once had to worry 
about money. Cash machin es coughed out 
local banknotes; credit cards were accept- 
able inmost places. But with my pockets 
Z now full of useless small change and teller 
. s)ipsjtestifying to how much banks have 
ripped me off, I have become a firm snp- 

■ porter of the. Euro. 

. . ^ And l have also learned an important 
Jesson- Personal cars were indeed made 
for trips to schools and supermarkets. 
Next time I shall take the plane, and hire 
somebody else's car when I get there. 
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Waterloo 

(London) 


Tower Hill 



Charing Cross 

■ 


Kennington 


Warren Street 

| Change for Jubilee Comer | 


|X To Waterloo 
~ (Belgium) 


| Walk to Ashford. 1 ft mtel 



London Underground 
Sines are grinding to a 
halt. So Simon Calder 
has devised an 
alternative, much 
more scenic line 


T he dark cloud over London, 
whose silver lining I was enjoy- 
ing. was marching briskly. Time 
to move on. While London com- 
muters stewed in buses standing in for 
the tubes to Elephant & Castle and New 
Cross, and the Jubilee Line extension 
went nowhere fast. 1 travelled alone but 
happy from Charing Cross to Tower 
Hill, "then to Warren Street and Char- 
ing Cross again, ending up at Ken- 
nington. While Greater London Radio 
warned about delays. I was enjoying the 



THE INDEPENDENT 

CHATEAU LA CHENEVIERE 

-t/5 Days from only £109 Departures from September to November J99~ and March to May 1998 

Inchtrted in the price are return shuttle crossing 
« -» sharing) from Folkestone to Calais and 3 or ■» 
nights' accommodation in twin rooms at La 
Cheneviere on roam and continental brealdast base. 
Dates and prkes per person from 

3 night weekends in Nuv. & March ilOO 
3 night weekends in Oct, 4i April £139 

3 night weekends in Sept. & May £159 

4 nights midweek in Nov. & March £129 

4 nights midweek in Oct. & April £109 

4 nights midweek in Sept. & May £18n 

Supplements 

2 sharing Le Shuttle £20 per person 
Ferry crossings from Portsmouth are available. 

For frtoiv derails 03 iht, unique break, please all Travel 
EdiimnsonOF! 2M OOi 5 orcTtaipice and post 'Jwcoupon 
to: Travel Eiiaons lit). 1 -h> T abernacle Street, London EC2A 
-iSD F«on.KI<W Enuil TEdciorj.fi jol com 
ATOLJS2S ABTA VSI.M 

[ OUTEAl CBEMWOZ 

I frame ■'toMaAtoMs) — . . 1 

Address: 



Elqpnt juJ ktxunotu Chtuuu L) Chomere 
La Cheneviere. j member of the "Small Luxury 
Morels of the VEoHd" group is an elegant privately- 
owned 19th century chateau located in 5 acres of 
mature paridjrtd just outside Ba mix, which boasts 
charming public areas, luxurious bedrooms and 
an cxt-eKem restaurant supervised by chef Claude 
Bprabens, which provides superb cuisine making 
full use of local ingredients Activities nearby 
include a myriad of historic sights including the I>- 
Day beaches. Caen. Deauville. Mont St Michd and. 
iif course. Bayous with its famous tapestry. The 
Ill-dri ls also situated next to the superb 27-hole 
Omaha Beach golf complex for which preferential 
rates 1 from just 1 50 Francs per day ) are available. 
Le Shuttle is the quickest and smoothest wav 10 
get to France, taking |ust 35 minutes from terminal 
to terminal, operating on a Tum-up-and-go* basis 
with departures at least every half hour. 
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best of days. I could have extended the 
trip to Waterloo (Belgium), but hopping 
through the Kentish countryside 
through places sharing names with 
well-known lube stations - commuting 
with nature along my Namesakes Line 

- proved too intoxicating. All the places 
on the line can be found strung above 
ground from the Medway to the Stour, 
within easy reach of ordinary, so- 
called "above-ground" trains. 

You begin from Charing Cross sta- 
tion. London. Your train potters 
through places familiar from the tube 
map. such as Witerioo. London Bridge 
and New Cross, but from an unfamil- 
iar angle - sweeping aloof past the 
sanctity of Southwark Cathedral and 
the desecration of south-east London. 
The pinnade of Canary Wharf tower 
Ungers for a dozen miles, indicating 
where the Jubilee Line may reach 
before the end of the century. Trucks 
toil across the Dartford River Cross- 
ing, while your train bowls across the 
Shorae Marsh, then dives into a three- 
mile tunnel to remind you what you're 
not missing beneath the streets of 
London. It emerges on the left bank of 
the Medway, upstream from the first 
stop: Tower Hill. 

Tower Hill: The hill struggles to beat 
100 feet in altitude, but its position 
means that its summit is a fine place 
from which to witness the cheerful con- 
fusion of the Medway Estuaiy. Four 
towns are crammed into as many 
miles: Chatham and Rochester vie for 
historical significance, while Strood 
and Gillingham scrap for ascendancy 
as the perfect dormitory town. 

From Strood station, you follow the 
Medway downstream and soon see the 
wedge appear beside the waterside. 
Straight out of a geography textbook, 
it builds slowly from the west to a cli- 
max, then topples down a steep escarp- 
ment into the estuaiy. I clambered up 
the scarp slope through a miscellany of 
stump>' trees and bushes enlivened by 
some vjvid wiidfiowers - as mauve as 
the Metropolitan Line, as red as the 
Central, and with the odd golden flash 
of a Circle Line buttercup. 

Across the river, you can make out the 
keep of the Norman castle at Rochester 

- as high up as you are -and a brace of 
bridges over the Medway. No sight is 
stranger, though, than the one that 


greets you right at the top of TOwer HI1L 
You hear them before you see them, 
a rumble of diesel engines punctuated 


clumps of grass, you haul yomself-to 
the lip of the summit and are startled 
by the sight of five bufldozens in per- 
fect formation, flattening the already, 
smooth earth in an. unnatural arena. 
You have stumbled upon a Royal 
Engineers training ground where die 
military teaches civil engineering. They 
have to practice earthznoving some- 
where, and the crest of Tower H31 is 
the chosen venue. At the rate they are 
shaving the hill the name may soon 
change to Shoreditch 


darkly monochrome sky. Instead of 
befog 60 feet . below the streetS of 
London, you are 600 ft«t abov^ sea 
level and watching the sun leak through 
a few gaps in the doud, while magpies 
wheel and butterflies dance. ' 

Charing -Cross: Insert the letter u m n 
into the name Charing, and you have 
an instant description of this ' village. 
Half-timbered and hatf not. it ambles 
from the foot ofrhe valley (where the 
railway and the A20roar) towards the 
Dowds.- The chief attraction is^ ^the 
ruined Archbishop’s Palace* a 15ttH 
century manor-house which has Been 
subsumed into a working farm • 



Warren Street The thoroughfare that 
gives this Downland village its nam e 
could hardly be more different from 
the Warren Street in London WCl,. 
which is a grimy sides treet several 
notches less impressive even than 
Edgware Road and Chancery Lane. ■ 
The appeal of Warren Street. Kent, 
is summed up in the sign decorating the, 
village pub, the Harrow; a plou ghman 
carving lazily across the North Downs 
- a dreamily agrarian vioon beneath a 
benign sky. Warren Street has just 
enough critical mass to possess a post- 
box, as well as a pub, but the rewards 
of this metropolis lie beyond The Wkr- 
ren. The Gables and the contented 
white clapboard of Fairview Cottage. ' 
The wheat fields are full of plump, 
golden ears bursting to be harvested, 
compensating admirably for the now 


, You have a choice of no fewer than 

three crosses. In , ihe;€huxdtyard 9 ' a 
miniature version, of the 'Eleanor 
.Crosses -EdwardFsfunerary memo-, 
rials to his queen's last journey from 
Lincoln to Winchester. Asshe passed 
through . London bis mem orial 

KoefninaJ -I-*- - ‘ - — * " ■’ '• A • ‘ 


turf has. been clawed away to reveal the 
crumblychalk that makes up the ridge. 
Tbe shape thus created is a cross, mag- 
nified) tin its simplicity and its size. The 
White Cross on the Hill was carved out 
cm file skipe in tribute to die dead of two 
wodd wars, when Kent was the closest 
county to the front line. Next time you 
fly into Qatwick from the usual rtir ec tion 
(the eaa:);get a seat on the right and you 
can’t miss the cross above Charing. . 

Kennington: The KennmgtOn Loop is 
. a legendary part of the Underground, 
a. code beneath London SELL where 
Northern Line trains turn around for 
the jourhey back to" Barnet (Some 
commuters maintain that a certain 
.proportion are lost erifouze, which helps 
joexplam the dismal delays on the cap- 

KannfogtomKent, is altogether more 
rewarding.- - r.. - V ’ - 
. have to find it - as 

tricky. ajbbas tracking down a Mill Hill 
/East train at Camden Town. Kennin g, 
tod £» just north of Ashford, separated 
'by a six-larie motorway. Even when you 
locate the^fllage, the$taitof the Ken- 
niogtan circuit is blighted by ungainly 
- housing estates whose roads mock the 
. countryside they obliterate with names 
like The Pasture. (St John’s Wood, on 
the Jubilee Line, teilS a.smritar fib.) 

As tee dnxunnavigarion continues, 
things improve. St Mary's Church is cut 
off from suburbia by pome flamboyant 

6^ererowth, and readted fiirou^h an 
arcade of deepestgtrea.Bg"ond it, Ash- 
ford erk^et dub plays in a more attrac- 
tive arena than London’s Kennington 
Oyail; and instead.**? a gas-holder, the 
vfew is-of an.oast boase^ or fiw>. 

■ Yon Icontimie ; thft P 381 some 

fetchinj^aagie,;.wl^e weather- 

• J a. . . _ i _ _ ■ 



to be^a t»fiage -of browns and 


cir- 


a-msesive^ meadow’ devoted to 
summer ' taring Idlefe are provided 

■ with a‘ catyjet of buttercups, and an 
expanave tak or twoforshade or shel- 

■ ter from teatmenacaig daud. . 


The greatest cross is a kmg hflre ■ 

here, thoughstfll within right ofthevi- 
tego. Avast wheat field is punctuated by 


seo 


oed-haiilbook sale sifopcogress there, 
contributions to a nearby 
home fortheelderiy. You don’tfojdteat 
’rorJcf.tfi^ritGxfoiriChcus. 
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EXODUS 


TWO WEEKS 
MONITORING THE 
ELEPHANTS OF ZIMBABWE 
1% AN EXPERIENCE 
YOU'LL NEVER FORGET. 


01865 511 600 


EVtRYQNE-i COT A CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE 

n-j: Cl..:r,ty No jl-s:’ 


Ov erseas Travel 


Eastern Europe 


Start your holiday 
with a 

Cruise Night out 




[Toars . 

IliV-V'.T® 

" 

Monntain- J 


V / 
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■null growp mjtoatery ItoUdiy* YpuH see mom 

• Cuftursd Tours • Mature Tours 

• Easy Hikes • WBdemess Safaris 

• Major Treks v seatrafcr 

• Hirer Journeys • Tanswp voyages 

in offbeat Europe, Greece, Turkey; Egypt 
Middle East, Morocco, Mali; East & South 
Africa, China. Japan, Southeast Asia, Thailand, 
USA, Canada,' Latin America. AustraRa, 

New Zeaiand.& Pacific. 

Over 170 unique adventures. Firm Stte^s iq 6 weeks, 
prices from £339. to £3945. 

Cal for cotaur broch u re 

v 01252344161 (Mn) -ft 
M/wuqlmnii Jr 
Explore Worldwide M, Ti 
Aldarsfaot, GUU 1LQ 

FiOy Bonded A1TO/ATOL No. 2595 
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I nr niii'ur liru,.lunv 

(0I-6S-) "3960 
Kh Atlvt-musv Travel 

Villi .‘MIS Mill 



; SHERPA EXPEDITIONS ■ 

• ' The Mouiatn People 
Wafting 6 Cvcfing~hoSdB^ , ttirougboutIha wortd, 
Jaackedby 25 years experience town Britain’s trading 
"'V spedsdist operator ' ■ j : 

Everything from a gehtte ramble to a Wmafeyan pea* ~ m 
: ' - "(5*0181 577 7187NOWforrbrochare 
' : ;v ' “ fully bonded Anx-ras 


JOIN US: THIS. SOMMER IN 

ICELAND 


ruccs 

SMALL GROUP WALKBffi HOLIDAYS 
THROUGH THEVARBSD LANDSCAPE OF 
- EASiawtesANO;. 

.. OMt MM Tor Mr co la gr frtodwre 

0114 275 7500, 





The speda&ls in travel to 

MEXICO 

E^f^irffcspteTotn 

0181 747 8315 

liWrcsSlS^s 

0181 7473108 

Mnfesfcrg&a 

0101 832 1441 

AUOC UK.KI -IT. S.TD lursooB 


CYCLING AMD WALKING hcCdayS 
hi Bavaria A The Black Forest. 
Froo brochure 01588 710800 
AIT0, ATOL 9887 

WALKING IN GREECE wftfi 
TraWdrg HaBaa. Plus mountain 
bOdng, painting, sailing. SUMVtL 
01 81447 4740 AITO ATOLBOa. 

SKVROS HoBslIc HoOdaya In 

■ Greece & Caribbean. On 200 
oouraas bd by excellent tmtore 
inci Kan Russell, Sue TbrnnenS 

■ a Toyati WBcojc Superb setting, 

tdondiy coc n fr m fty, del. food. 
017120*3085. -- : 


THE INDEPENDENT ; 

Newspaper Publishing pic 
regrets M aHhough way 
reasonable precaution Is Wren, 
no responsibly can be 
accepted for flights arelfbr 
accornnodaflon offered 
ttwjughlhesa cotimns, orany 
toss oteing tteefcom. Readers 
are advised to take all 
necessary piscautkxts betore 
emering into any travel 
arrangeme nt s. 


07000 337743 

P&O T North Sea Ferries 


*B«Bd on ■ low Muon 5 flight return for a car and four people 

ELECTiONWARfilNGi 

Your health could be irreparably damaged over the I 
next few weeks with politicians' hot air and menacing J 
canvassers and the whole panoply of election • 
preparation. It is not too late to go away in April. ■ 

* Call us tor a brochure and vacancy list 2 

■HI ^jssjjoppss 


itit 01707 331133 ^ # # 


Balearics 


Send for our tpedaffst ONTASJO K5 

bnxkme delating our 1997 feW'. “ Q ' J ^- 
notgc of exciting kohdpys Self-Drive Tours, Rail Holidays, 

Id Eastern Canada. River Croud, Cily Slays, Holds 

Brochure Line Car Hite and Motorfaomes 

01494 473173 M J“38ss% as Q 

Qmw Re£ QIN220K fiSfl EfOTfethSlSMSP IeS 


"r iion't forget 
to mention 
’ .T7w Independent 
when replying to 
adverts 


MALLORCA - HlU top finca. superb 
ttea-vtaws. garden, poof, nr beach. 
Bfpa ft 003471 1832981. 

VILLAS/ APTS wtth pools in glorious 
counirysKia. Carefree Spain. Tel 
01 203 527700 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Uallorcan farm- 
housaa with pools Unspott areas. 
Nr coast Pollenea A SouJh-EaoL 
□1954 261431 ATTO ATOL 2787. 



Paris 

quick. 


The exchange rate hasn't been this 
good since '93, so move swiftly. 

At 186 mph, in fact. That's how fast 
Eurostar streaks through the French 
countryside to Paris. So you won't have 
much time to dream about what to buy. 
But hey - you can't have everything. 


Paris from £69 return 


e u r o s. r a r 


0345 30 30 30 

or see an appointed travel 
agent or railway station. 


Cadog’an 


Voted lor 1996 
Best Specialist Short Hanl 
Tow Operator 
GIBRALTAR, 

bgxmuida, lamanga, 
MADSntA, MOROCCO, 
TUNISIA, GUERNSEY, 
MABBKLLA, MALTA, 
GOZO, COMdNa 
CYPRWS. 

a SL’PEBB irlttlioH cf 3. ■/ 

£5" tar rl i. 

■ DAILY ukrdeM JBtfu*. 

• FBEE ditrount conLcaldr 

bookA tori transfer s. 

■ FABl'LOl-'SchUJJireouMU 
S tingle sarm. 

■ Daralioai f rent 3- 56 nights. 

« PRICE PLEDGE -jou raa"t 
bay cheaper. 

Brochure Une: 



K3VOUKE- 

HEIST 

Tlie mi-j KiiuiJuI 
or+knev btiIi die 
■'lyi'. - Lfli hen Cm 

lhe Hdipiun n-J ciO.il. I lnur 
1. «r i liunnvi. I i rum> fn«n 
I r ' iirrTL. Irrm I MUn J 
For Information COB 

0032 50 513528 




Canaries 


EXCLUSIVE viBa itoOdays m Lan- 

zaroie, Tonerife A Fuenovemura 

colour brochure James Vina HoH- 
days 01732 640846 ATOL 2730- 


C-yprus 



France 


France 


France 


Yon must be as mad as 
a box of frogs to travel 


on 




VOv€K- 1 

CAUAfS # 

ouirm 


iotrotfeeing lhe fewert fares from Dow to Calais. {H doesn't matter if you're in a car or on fool, we 
gocrsr.lee you won't find a cheaper price.! Travel across the channel In a way only Ate French know how. 
-Ptitt indodes oar and five people standard raivm booked before 31d March 1997. 

rr-i-i n't i - ST the difference Cest 


711/11 ^SEAFR AN CE 

Fen booW and mlonBfliiBP *iuf our wobif. oH«p //www Wronca.rn.uk 


THE FASTEST COACH 
SERVICE TO EUROPE 



AMSTERDAM 

£37 rtn’ 

DISNEYLAND PARIS 

£42 rtn' 

ANTWERP/ BREDA 

£37 FTTN* 

BRUSSELS 

£37 RTN* 

BERLIN 

£11 B RTN 

HAMBURG 

£98 RTN 

. HANNOVER 

£98 RTN 



A1 departures from Victoria Coach Station, London. 

‘Midweek special. vaW far outbound dEpamrefromMon-Thurs 
Siiqea Uj evafcUcy. Bonk 7 days ^tead Askfardetafe. 


CaU Bosrtmd agaator ring Bnitnip a ad.- 

M 0990 240 241 ^ 
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*11 %.t£2iL 


_ Drive 

Europe 

Wide choice of band-picked 
villas, camping and mobile 
gSmvsu* homehoBdays 


Tel: 0181 395 8903 


LOT. Owner* otter quality larm- 
housaa. some wtui pools. Sleep- 
ing 2/12. n40-C1500 /01544) 
328455. 

BRITT ANY, Donttrgno. CflM d'Azur 
& more. Lovelv viliaa, many wliti 
poofe. Sunsolect Wiles, abta 
V727B Brach: 0101 707 8794 
DORDOGNE. More than 50 dBHgtn- 
tul viBas, many wtth poota. An 
dues. Surreefed Vfllea ABTA 
V7227B Bradxn. 0101 707 0794 
NORMANDY Ones De Francs. 120 
coastal 6 rural cons. Normandie 
VkSiCN (019223 725705 AITO 
CYCLING OR WALKING. HOW lo 

hotel lours, wtth higgage carried. 
Or sinoto centre IwiMAqre. Bette 
France. ATOL AITO. 01092 
B90B85 

PERIGORD VERT. Detached 15TH 
C. atona house. Sips 0-a. Bikes 

Inc. toLkes/swVninlngJtoHodng for 

a memorable hoWay.OiWn 
800107 

BIERIBEL, Sswote. Apt for up to S. 
All year mountain bbeil sUi raUx 
ed). piste a lacs. (01388) 526317. 
CYCLE TOURING hi Brtnany Iroro 
£190 per week. B reran Bikes 
01579350379 


MANY FBKXS BEDOtXD FOB 1997 1 

(01903) 748127 

L— 4grJ— . *rm — I 

AVIGNON. Ftat sip S!3. Crty centre. 
Rail station 10 mine EISOpw. 

IMm 01705 801543 

BRITTANY COAST. Defightfui Hone 
cottage avaUobfe from Easter. 
from C90 par waak. Tel: 01743 
. 3ES540. 

DORDOGNE ■ Pretty, traditional cot- 
uagas sleeping Z or 4. Peaceful, 
country location, pool. Ideal lor 

waUdng/algiitaoelna. Details: 

Hazel Arrrtrtage Tel/Fax (DD33) 
553353044 

GASCONY Romantic half-timbered 
trm hsa. Beautiful views of Pyre- 
nees & utapoft countryside. Wefl 
equlped wtm private pod. Com 
tonabla rooms with character. 
Meal lor a» age s^ipe ID and 
eCL012B7 677272. 

LOT VALLEY/D OR DOG NE SW 
France. fWds safaction of cotailiy 
houses at with own pods. Cdour 
brochure contact Pew Aidotis 
(Engliah) Kingfisher Holidays 
00335534071 13 or tax 0033 553 
40 74 71. 


• Book direct with over 
1700 private owners 
• Ail types of holiday 

property, many with pools 

• All regions of France 

■ City Breaks 


Tel: 01484 682503 

http fwww.cheznous.com j 


B.BRfTTANY farmhouses ettne to 
sandy beaches, Vital lor hanuaec. 
Fin Jufy/AuffUsL AJaevlllaB-apto 
In South France. Eurovfflas (open 
all W/E) 01 370 581156 

CEVENNES. Architects Idyllic river- 
sldo cottage lot Tun. ot7t 4Q5 
0679. 

LOT VALLEY. Comfortable, well 
equipped house In attractive vil- 
lage af Mnnteuq. 25 Ian SW of 
Cahora. Sleeps 4-0. Courtyard, 
balcony. £1704220 p.w. 

Tel: DIBffi 554286 

CYCLING 6 WALKING m undtsebv- 
arod France. Great food, friendly 
howto, bags moved. Headwater 
101606) 48099 AITO ATOL 2412 

PROVENCE. Luberon HIBs. 

Restored house hi charming vil- 
lage. Sips 4. Non-smoking. -1km. 
market town. £210415 por week. 
Details: 01225 742544. 

S.W.FRANCE. nr Cognac. DeSghtJul 
character house & separate cot- 
tages, sunny gardens, lake/pod 
nearby. Sips 2-12. Colour 
brochure. IN. 01393 877641 


e<jR<i>unes 

Budapest 

Bratislava 

Vienna 



**** odd 

To Zakopane in the 

Brautflid Ustra Mountains 


V ,i L* 


CZECH REP. HUNGAHV. Poland. 
The BeMc Slalea. Slovakia. Roma- 
nia and Vienna. Wide choice ol 
iraaHjcnal quality hotels, flexible 
diaattpn short breaks. itiuKcentra 
holidays. AH in our *97 brochure 
Inira Travel Or 71 323 3305 A70L 
yw? 

PRAGUE. BUDAPEST. Hotels, apts 
& more hom the Eastern Euro- 
pean specialists. Bridgewater 
Travel ABTA V727B Brach: 0121 
550 5561 

PRAGUE. VIENNA, BUDAPEST and 
Slovakia. Central pensions, hereto 
S apts. Czechere 1017061 623688. 


PRAGUE- Luxury private apart- 
ments and B6B La red. Excep- 
tional value, an assistance given. 
07000 703275. 

JUST HUNGARY from Hungarians 
who know City breaks and much 
more. Brocft-AvaH. Call 01 7 1 287 
4839 ATOL 3703. 

PRAGUE. BUDAPEST Cracow. 
Hold lm £15 pp Summer Polish 
castles. Bohemia/ Tairas; Luke 
Bled ch alets. Ado Plan 01543 
357777 


Holidays Afloat 


PRIVATE CRUISE aboard lux. BR 
crewed molar yacht- Sips 6- 
Waterakilng (9th ymrl 0181 340 
6515. 


Greece 



SIMPLY 

Oman 


Pxim. Curie. I.rfluto. MrgxrUd. 
IUun. CrphaloiiB. Tati mhu> 
Ctolninarondly Greet heltdoy i 
own from I hr mJvufrnm 
Private nllu mih peels, hotels 
and cMsges m knam jW unspoilt 
locmtoni In lhe sen and Inlaid. 

0181 995 9325 

UTutlUT *TUL 1422 Uhl 



Escape the p xiliuc rant urvi 
experience an island steaming 
lemdscapes and norm hasjhulsxy. 
Cwun cottages. rUlas mtk pools. 

quality opsrmtnB md family- run 

hotels fa mqnulr boanu Pbu 

flexible 'Wandering 1 holUays 

0181 995 9323 

uTiflU? xroL 1422 urn 


Corsica 


CORSICAN 

fr 


An iiland of spectacular mountain 
paikA fragrant pine fareitt. 
oyiUI dew riven, mtorfalb 
and beaetttul Mdndad haetbei. 

Smell I Friendly Aubergn 
Mountoin Iwis Secret Retreeu 
StadhUe Villas and kpartmrnu 
Ctooic Hoieh Fty-xJrivb Cycling 
5/7 HumDNl toad. London W6 BOH 
»Ttt AV wc-n re: ,vM>vl *rd VHt 


0171-385 8438 


CORSICAN PLACES. The Cwdcan 
opedaiisL Lovely range of villas, 
collages, apts A hotels. Very 
friendly, personal servlca-Easter 
avail Call for our 1697 brochure 
01424 774366 ATOL 2047 AITO. 

SIMPLY CORSICA- Discover lhe 
Mediterranean's best-kept secret 
an bdand of glorious beaches and 
spectacular mountains, untar- 
nished by mass tourism. VBIos 
with pools, seaside cottages, 
mountain aubergee and stylish 
hotels. Call (0181) 695 9323. 
ABTA V133T ATOL 1922 ATTD 



Greek 

Islands Club 

Via holidays hr those who 
want to cape the crowds 
m Ryle and comfort. 

Paws- Ithaca., Ci pmaidnu 
Z wTT-KrTXLfCOtoL 
SflMKS* . AlONBStM 

For a brochure telephone. 

01932 220477 

tapJ/wwwvdiXO.iA/wlbs/ 
ABTA YW S3 ATOL84B ATTO 


REDISCOVER GREE C E, character, 
hil & trad houses A apts on 
deHgfttful Islands Efystan Holt 
days - 01 580 76E589. 



SPRING FLOWERS. braaiMaklng 

WM^e^Cretolr^s^c^a^as GRECOF1LE & FI LO XENIA New 72 


houses. Pure Crele I01B1) 760 
0876 ATOL 2757 


pg brochure. Mainland 6 unusual 
(stands. AKH Alto 0M22 375999. 


Citalias 

Spring Tours 

Cretnd Tour of Italy - 12 nu^n* in cnysr the bcauh -i 'Vmco. 
Flyrnci- and Ryik jnJ nia let re 015/111 in Snm-nt.v 
Umstcd jiiaLsinh an sLfurtusa JT C* .\fnl 


Sicilian Carousel Heart of Tuscany Ttrur 

A LiLmLrjufr of Otscmer the Tuscan 

culture, rrashtiou and hutar* coumrnulr. Florence and Stems 
rtepam 26 Departs i Mm. 

To celebrate our 70th birthday txH cuttotnen buuhng the 
above tour* wiE be entitled to a £70 discount per booting. 



ill: 


1 Trjdmanjl furmfiouscf.i 
j t it Lis and apartment , :n 
I lull '. pr fit tea rc-jwni \ 
IHEI COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING <0990) J436S3 

QUOTE Ci; l> efiri lf. 

. Ij, jr> V in I Ijhd. I'ej'i Ifs i. 
Sian v, PcJhwqh. 

IIcj Wi AH.’i' itif* 

VACANZE IN ITALIA i 


THE ART OF LIVING IN 

ITALY 



Citalias 

Spring Specials 

Escape to the heart of 
Chianti 

and the beauty ofTusann 

j,. omf, £289pg’ 

Offer rxebda 

I uedt S/C naom mth seeV. firfrm 
e-tar kne. 

DrjMrrs 26 erj ic-lt? ,U»» 




USCAN^ 

UMBRIA 

St COASTAL 
REGIONS IN ITALY 
Ettluaw Prime VUbi and 
FsiuiuBfK arid) Srnmnaf 
hob sone with Tennis fouls. 
Exaikm lw»Msc a 

primaiteoB/r 
deal wiib iht 
osnen ri ii c d. 

Tl'SCW MOW 
0171 272 5469 



or s,m 

u sea 1 iv 


Tmduumst anmny 
ndMyara nithpuai 
ctusrmmg mdsmte hauls and 
flatbU fly-drive hclidjvs 
•Grand Totcring'. Pandag md 
Cpoierv holidays phnshan 
breaks to Florence. 

0181 995 9323 

uru vui; atol i«z uro 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 


01 293 552277 

■uaseMrousLustaB jwit renatn 

Iffel r uLVds'is OB 


CHARANTE-DOHDOGNE border. 
Prwato leu 3 bad vffla. outstand- 
ing natural views, situated in 
small, peaceful, pretty visage. 
Fujy htfutehod. all amanttles. town 
supplied, eat TV. Close 10 rnw & 
assoc, activities. Bicycles & 
canoes provided. Tel 0033 
553910961 


Germany 


El FEU BLACK FOREST. Bavaria. 
Charming small noteto tm£22pn A 
apts fm C293 pi*. Also Austria, 
Slovenia & Croatia Auto Plan 
01543 257777 


GERMANY - Dolly low cost flights 
and hotel accommodation. All 
major credh cards Please call 
German Travel Centre 0181 429 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2977 IATA. 


THIS NEWSPAPER AND YOU 

]f you have a complaini a howl an iiem in ihis 
newspaper which concern* inaccuracy, intrusion, 
harassment or discrimination, 
write to lhe ediwr about it. 

If you're still dissatisfied you can write to the 
Press Complaints Commission, 
an independent organisation established to uphold 
an editorial Code of Practice for the Press. 

THIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCC's DECISIONS 

P<€ 

I SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8.AE 
Telephone 0‘“I J S3 IZ-W Facamilc «l?i ?55«35J 
TJiii jpjrr has beer. J\<ndb'J b\ the publisher 


vStn 474ITHIXTS [TAgSJ 


UMBRIAN PROPERTIES . Luniry 
ntoflleval lownhouse and nunn 
villa apis wtlh poof. 003975 
9412128 

LAKE GARDA d Maggrcra Apis S. 
hotels Also city breaks. Lakes. & 
Mountains 01329 844405 ATOL 
CALABRIA. Our villa apts with own 
pans. Stunning ones balm* Deal 

Direct- Good prices 0191 318 

0844. 

UMBRIAN HILLS. Two uttorfy 
peacelid. wen-equipped farm- 
houses. Moeping 2-10 No pool 
but mognScent views. From £200 
per WBOk. TeL (017371 243511 
APTS Venice, Florence, Rome 8 vD- 
lages. Also vlflas wkh poofs Care- 
tree Italy. Teh 01293 552277 
UMBRIA . Wonderful md iflas/apts 
*nm pools. 01 51 600 0082 F* 0331 
ROME. FLORENCE, VENICE Sadly. 
Central apis, villas Good rates. 
0101 6600032.Fi 033 1 
LAKES. UMBRIA. TUSCANY. 
Marche. Sicily, Elba. Hereto & 
apts. attractive prices Hotels fm 
£22 S SB. apis with p ool trn £221 
pw. Auto Plan 0154J 257777 


Morocco 


The Load that OeRgbtt Use Senses 
Ox m cur ne»- 4S pne- bmJix- 
f lrfn g m Trod hm 47 *van 
oeperfenre seOrag qnajiiy haiUn, 

• FksSMr VhcdBtod Qaht. S nn 

Itrjnrra !_■ am i- k^i am U m. 

• A reo * n.g and Vie'r 

• TmOor om§c irn ; ‘ l- 

• I" • 1 'S>vr> A fn'+uJ T, 

• VT*— *rDl I'. ■! ". v kiT ■ • HdAL-V % ,L; 

•■■:3 % k ,w.- 

• ' i. J dbft mn m uryuv 4*rh 


0990 171819 
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travel 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


overseas 


TakeOff 


(eel. laws; 

SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

SAIGON 

TOKYO 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


unririy tori" 

mm 

£297 £594 
£325 £561 
£354 £599 
£354 £659 
£238 £396 
£248 £442 
£235 £399 
£248 £415 
£297 £495 
£267 £495 


NEW YORK 

ontrey m 
hn 

£122 £176 

MEXICO CITY 

were* Wn 

£248*£281 

BOSTON 

£139 

076 

MANILA 

£274 

£449 

FLORIDA 

£159 

£206 

INDIA 

£198 

£329 

U3S ANGELES 

£217 

£256 

JO'BURG 

£271 

£380 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£217 

£256 

CAPETOWN 

£297 

£479 

IAS VEGAS 

£256 

£256 

HARARE 

£297 

£489 

DENVER 

£256 

£256 

NAIROBI 

£197 

£323 

TORONTO 

£138 

£215 

DUBAI 

£165 

£283 

VANC0UVS1 

£265 

£287 

CAIRO 

£122 

£204 

CARIBBEAN 

£243 

£299 

AROUND THE WORLD 

£877 


TRAIL 



ER S h)- 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


TRA1LFINQERS NEW DUBLIN OFFICE IS NOW OPEN 
4/5 DAWSON STREET. DUBLIN 2 
CALL DUBLIN ON 677 7888 


nius discounted quality accommodation per room per night trom 

- i ■n ii ■■ i i i i mm 1 1 1 1 — i n 


AUSTRALIA £38 ■ USA £31 • AFRICA £37 • PACIFIC £42 ■ ASIA £30 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR WORLD OR NORTH AMEHCA DIRECTORY ON 01 71 -938 3366 




..C flWSfif- 







TakeOff 


SATURDAY ?£ MARCH 1997 « 

FAX; 0171 293 2505 

— -n r- - ""5 &0E H 


worldwide attention to detail 


Far the real fcwdwfa ae wjrtdWHte ' 
-tawd, Traffi rulers It your one tfoir 
travel stop. 

7^toda« («Bra more tow cost 
flights to more deStoatfon* than 

a«?ow.&pertsifl ; ahfcre*iAic8 
1970, wo can WtoHiialB foorymy 
t/tm pact^e with to 65% ifiscoiHit 
oo hotels and oar hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDtR MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-933 3360 ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 Wm MB 50701 


‘ r 194 Ken^ttiQ* r r= 

: : fW &BiBihess Class: Btn-938 3W . • ■ 

' Tran5afafltte& European; 9171-837 . 

. . .-wbrttoid# FHflMs: W21-Z3B iz« . • 

T ■ 

~ saDeansgate * MANCHESTER 


r * 




TTWf-MU 


/ 





ATOL4053 


ABERDEEN 

from 

£29 

GLASGOW 

£29 

EDINBURGH 

£29 

INVERNESS 

£29 

AMSTERDAM 

£35 

NICE 

£49 

BARCELONA 

£49 


«k 

Paris Eurosu r £49 
Amstedam £67 
DofaBn £57 
Ganna £96 
tokens £126 




few York £179 • Singapore £399 \ Jchaaaostag S74 

Bonn £188 : HongKong £469 i Maks £281 

Chicago £196 [ Wing £349 l &®nas Akes £4SS 

LosAngds £249 ! Hanoi £540 1 Perth £550 

Bangkok BS5 = Nairobi £313 l Syehey - £589 


NORTH AMERICA SPECIAL 

,r.c :i - N« a Y;f« • les Argela • ?*-■:* -U* francs • :=:r. = • IcnJn 

f-v isaw . J-~:r y»i ' 


EUROPE: 0171 351 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6262. 0161 834 0668 (Manchester) 
EURDCTAR: 0171 361 6143 

ACCOMMODATION » CAR HIRE * INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 61M 
117 Easton Road NWL Bfi OU Bmnpfcm Rd SW7. 11 CoodpaWLLooifca. 

giAmva.iMo«i«tw Ktootsm.it en mi iw 9 te a 

lOMW MAJfCHETBL 6WS60W. IHOi WWtASTU. OWQftG, CAUStOKL BB5WL. NBOrtOH- STA TRAVEL 


All fares single e*cf la* from London luioo Airport 

easyjet 

Call 01582 700 058 anytime 


PriarslTOmWS 
^NowYort. nsoH 
Boston C1B9B&I 
Chicago 

Denver £243 Oil 
Toronto £21590 


Pne«slrom 
AuMrata CSSo" 
fLZeatand £839 
Bonrfu* £395 
Hong Kong £445 
jtfhum £380 


F L I G H T B O Orel 

i r a v c 1 1 i ng freestyle 


USA 4 Europe I Worldwide 
1 0171 7S7 2000 |0171 757 2444 | 


Bast VMM: - Air FPnre - Car Wre - MotM* ■ bmanee 
ln/UITattaiAMCMrtlMdUWmWiroiX 

MtasOTMeEUaMiMw. HBWMWiMMWniill. 

c.CMO«|nl!uHeanB||UHt 


t *21 

£33 

ci9 

* C26 

£38 

£22 

? £31 

£33 

£28 

f £33 

£37 

£30 






as 375 0011 

ItaMMK •»»«>>> MmWhtaoJpai CM. SDRS 

c °™^ HEag[ 


«wy ttnfm «s> un 



i • Top wbediied antnes. 5 

‘Bar stopover cftjice- '|1 
N’ East USA S moe. i> WlTj 

• tneranes tapped u r«jr fFlq'.'i 
ead wohes 

•Cuiumpervanhin 3 

anraa 4 cwdi tvoses IfBrrf 

* AaomnmbDon front 
budgcr tolumo. 


omctftlir APPOINTED kjtWTrBW ACEJfT 

«7«*n 1J f*oh 4nwL fliron. K«B. OUM IBM 

5JmvnlS»mVlo«tan.W1«SE«S^Si* 




Mifl 


i AUSTVAUA _ 29959a 



y BRUSSELS/ 1 
g, PARIS £49rtnl 

gk With an A 
S&fc. ISJC card M 


\ 


OSLO 

from __ 

£T30 


* USA AND 
CANADA * 


★New York fr»»f170 ♦Toronto iron £149 


TELEPHONE BOOKINGS 
LONDON - 0#>BI 7 DATS 

WORLDWIDE 01717308111 
EUROPE 0171 730 3402 

NORTH AMERICA 0171 730 2101 

BRISTOL 01179292494 

EDINBURGH 0131 666 3303 

MANCHESTER 0161 273 1721 

GLASGOW 0141 553 1818 


Sil Gunpus 

|is£nialr£l|r®< 

I llnr ! I *t >c 


NOW AVAILABLE 

rrrrrr 


| BOUND T HE WORLD 

Ifcwr.Yy 


SB 


★Miami iron £200 ♦Vancouver hem £245 


★Philadeiphia from £205 


★Washington from £205 


from £230 


We provide aful range 
of services for youth and 
student travellen, inchufing 
atftrainfbus passes, 
low cost accommodation, 
car hire, ID cards, 
adventure tours- 


Ni 



+ ♦ SPEGAL OFFER * > 

TORONTO £149 

Decart from Bimtirgh.vr: 
oti U-. 71. 29 April 
for 7 nights 



Worldwide 


You'd have to look hard 
to find a smaller fare. 


AMSTERDAM from 

BELFAST from 

BERGEN from 
BRUSSELS from 
COPENHAGEN from 
DUBUN from 
EDINBURGH from 


£69 return 
£65 return 
£145 return 
£76 return 
£98 return 
£69 return 
£62 return 


Eclipse 


^0990 329 326 


TRAVEL 

ARCADE 


■■ ■ ~ 

Flights Workhvidc R:n r r ..-< Around the World 

i n ' K 


PEKTH 5« HONG KONG «7«. 

AL CRL.OTD S«4 BANGKOK W 

NAIROBI 125 SINGAPORE 40* 

HARARE *79 L-ANGELiS 2S4 






tvs. 1 1 ckidtid:: I L'hA c in.-. da 

0IS1-54 ■ 33 12 I 0IS1-546 6900 

GUEST WORLDUTDE TR.1VCL 


410 RICHMOND RD, KINGSTON. SURREY KT3 all. OPEN7DRS 


FRANKFURT from 

E12S return 

GLASGOW from 

£62 return 

GOTHENBURG from 

NICE from 

£205 return 

£149 return 

PALMA from 

£180 return 

PARIS from 

£79 return 

PRAGUE from 

ET64 return 

ZURICH from 

£99 return 

Return fares From London Heathrow. 

Contact your local imri agent cu tali for derails on 

0345 

554554 | 

3 $T British Midland 


EUROPE 

V/STEFC, AM . 

AIHEtiS 

3ARS3KA 

BET'Ur: 

SOLZ^NA 

BXaCA'JX. 

'Zc.TTzoiz.Gni 

ftiKNrJIPT 

•SJTrA 

:.*ALPia 

WulCiE 

NCUVI 

;.r.r. _ KX 

mrs 

xl: 


70 .^ 

r". rr.E 
MS skto?L- 
i^S 

ir.-: 1 ,-r RCL 

!l -.rcoiz 

l -A NOR7HAMQ3GA 

!i« ZiAiiizsi 
?.ctx ~ . 

Hi :3v: t: tr. 


TOfXHfTO 24 

MONTREAL 

HALIFAX 

VANCOUVER ML 
LOS ANGELES 


MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

AUG 

SEP 

246 

284 

380 

341 

303 


284 

350 

3SO 

3X3 

_ 

286 

303 

350 

313 

3X3 

379 

465 

455 

445 


389 

479 

499 

429 

•■dry. 

•rfici* 


m&jfesa 


1*0171 482 0414 


TRIUMPH HOUSE. SUTTE 30S 
189 EBZNTSTRzrT. Wifi 7WE 

■ TEL: 0171 734 5873 ■ 


Travel 
times 
from £ 


many 
you like 
a year. 


The Airline for Europe 

SetTji l*n w »««« ice. ini Itqw* SiMf. W #»i.Ub.lr, 

•net «r»it J 'jvli. njie m» hmpl rrr-s aid air?*. fanr w 

she art**" Mm tn W.«»Wi ! rrn 9? fro* W'tiaj*. Ci.cn, 
MhiM Dus Qrtmittjrg am UPTifmc" I1"J IJJ’ 


With our annual travel insunaneje you can take an 
unlimited number of trips. To enrol. caD between 
6am and 8pm Monday to Friday 
quoting reference IQ2z. 

0800700737 Insurance 


Cfliim ndum caI rf*S**IKy Ieo--'m 
Pibtr Tcra>MlCuntf»^ umcbt-Irv.ymTJC^t. 


Insurance 

Services 


JOBURG X*1RQ 
ONEWAY*. IVg 

WORUMMDC FUOKTS 

' C« 

Ji-rrSiZ;': cws uwM a» 

PjTa — 

WWW tetOPijr tffl 

(aflWibi'J _n*S «*U ST» I 

ora 5»a tIB Wukf «■ I 

_ C1 ” 1 

.VrwAC HWWs/VSl _?• I 

vtrtr ~e»i stf&tSi w 

naawttRX «auH3«aR«*i 

0171 636 1551 

mannanoiwacgmB-raiiiBi 

MJOWtTZ W 
MBB *» 

so ^^” sas* « 

01476 nwiarr « 
514666 Swm m 

tCAfiUS 


CHEAPEST 




WBajfL— M 
llyy .) r - TW MalBPr at 

— --£« G wuo iiw wrg 

P^hwj. J 5S oageya , — -€83 

.WMv Pffl 

Twa.--.-S auo ci SB 

c»w«^-e»s 

KiaflDrewjwwgwK'EiLS^ 


aETUNEi 

t3r« !?. -II 

Cf-IK ^0 USA 

P0RTL'C?U 7U CARIBBEAN -'0? 

IS^iTL 9^ 5. AfRU- i _;- 

CSEfCE 95 CANADA * 

tlTK-'-r ;* INC1A -S, 

S S it’ ^ 

nSaSSDcqa 

J^-T- f “ IVI CPT:'' ' V_4TS * n - , ' iyn 


m m 


O 0171-222-5559 

0171-222-5888 


| t . Bossia I 

RUSSIA otritie bweeamck. Ham- 
aseyftoW packasu. 
group Atom. lnto»dw w Ra0181 
661 3612ATPL8C9 

| SkilngHolidays 
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By Stephen Wood 



he skiisg season is over. At 
least, it Is for me; this is fay last 
col umn . But jast because there 
ofay a few weeks left in the 
wmter brochures, _that' doesn’t mean 
ytw haw to stop skiing. There is always 
a rootimafa somewhere with snow on 
» you don’t mind travelling farther 
than usual, and spending more money. 
So, fa case you getxfasperatein one or 
all of the nexteight months, I have pre- 
P ared the following off-season skiing 
programme. Prices are per person per = 
week unless otherwise stated. 

April- North America 
Ng- problem tore, because "NeOson 
offers .departure&^intii- II April to 
Breckenndge (£753; based on two 
sharing at the Lodge) , subject to avail- 
ability. pf schednJed seats; and even 
later. (IS April) tp Lake Louise, fa 
Canady where a *1fireplace. suite" at 


only, with two sharing). 

May: glacier siding hi the Alps 
GJader skifag is popular with Contin- 
ental skiers, and with facers training fa 
the off-season; but there is not enough' 

iTl-V.t. :i - .. ■ Ji - 


skr-tour operators offering. 
holidays. So yon nsaaliyiave to make 
your own tiavd . arrangements. May . 
and June are the best months to go, 
before the weather gets too hot; but' 
even then the snow can be unpleasantly 
shishy by midday. "Which are tire resorts 
to go to? Martin Bell, Bri tain’ s most 
successful Olympic ski-racer, evaluates 
33 European glaciers fa the current 
issue of the Daily Mail Ski Magazine, 


picking out Hintemn in Austria, Zer- 
matt in Switzerland and TTgnes in 
. France as the best If you can’t be both- 
ered- to. make, all the arrangements, 
Alpine Tburs often has a few. spare 
seats on its group-booking coach trips; 
on 24 May it.has three coaches going 
to the Stubai glacier, in Austria, with 
B&B packages from £344. 

June: Scandinavia 

For 1996/7, Ski Scandinavia has pro- 
duced its first year-round skiing 
brocbnre, junning from November *96 
to -September '97. For the fast half of 
June it offers two packages to Riks- 
gransen fa Sweden, recommended for 
intermediate-to-advanced skiers. The 
. resort’ is 20 miles inside the Arctic 
Circle, so, twice a week, the ski-lifts also 
ran at night-time. The cost of imprcss- 
ingyour friends, is £815. 

-July: Argentina 

Most serious summer skiing takes 
place in the' southern hemisphere- 
journey Latin America is offering 
. packages, to Las Lenas in Argentina, a 
purpose-built ski jesort 2,225 m up fa 
the Andes. The snow there is dry and 
powdery, with an average depth of 
6.3m; and one of the 40 runs is 7km 


am reading from the brochure here 
because, sadly, I have never skied far- 
ther south than Lebanon.) The Jour- 
ney Latin America package costs £755, 
far room only in a ‘Tourist class * hotel 

August: Chile 

A step up from Las Lenas is La Parva, 
fa Chile. The skiing goes up to 3,630m; 




Sunshine Day Lodge, Banff: North America keeps die action going in April sushcmtoi-tshoot 


the price of Passage to South America’s 
guided tour packages reaches about 
£1.900 for a 10-day. full-board trip, whh 
seven days' skiing. La Parva is Jinked 
to two other resorts, one of which, Valle 
Nevado, is even higher. Heli-skifag is 
available; and - if you are rich enough 
to take the whole family - there is an 
all-day ski school for children from 
three years old. Passage to South 
America has two departures, on 4 and 
11 August 

September: Australia 
You'll have to make your own way to 
Australia, and then on to the ski areas 
of Victoria and New South Wales. I 
haven’t been able to find any tour oper- 
ator offering sld packages from the UK. 
On the other hand, the Australian 
Iburist Commission produces a 13- 
page guide to skiing in Australia, with 
descriptions of the resorts and contact 
lists for transport companies, accom- 
modation and local ski-tour operators. 
There is even a page on Tasmania, 
although it probably wouldn't be wise 


to book a week’s skiing there: the guide 
admits that snow conditions arc 
“unpredictable". 

October: New Zealand 

The skiing season at New Zealand's Ski 
Ruapehu runs into November, and the 
resort offers the added excitement of 
having a semi-active volcano beneath 
the snow. Mount Hun and Queens- 
town may be a little marginal this 
month, since the resorts close at the 
end of October, on the other hand they 
(but not Ski Ruapehu) arc both fea- 
tured in tile Mount Cook Line Ski 
Express brochure, which offers six -day 
skiing packages for from £290 (room 
only). If that seems cheap, it’s because 
you have to pay your own way to 
Christchurch - the package begins 
only when you get on to the transfer 
bus. 

November: Finland 

Back to Europe, as the winter closes in. 
Finland may have the biggest downhill 
skiing area in the Arctic Circle, at YUas, 


but it’s not very far downhill, because 
the top of the resort is only 718m high. 
The surrounding area, however, is 
magical, and the seriously under- 
populated cross-country tracks 
(stretching a total of 250kni) offer an 
ideal opportunity to get fit for the fol- 
lowing month. Norvista's packages to 
YJIas stan at about £650. 

And December? Just get your edges 
sharpened, and go where you're going. 
The winter brochures are to be pub- 
lished in April, so you will have had 
seven months to choose your destin- 
ation. 

Contacts: Neilson Holidays (0113-239 
4555): Alpine Tours (01227 454777): Sld 
Scandinavia (0776-275 2750): Journey 
Latin America (0181-747 8315): Passage 
to South America (01S1-767 89S9): 
.-lustra lian Tourist Commission brochure 
line (0990 561434): New Zealand Travel 
Information Service (01 SI -748 4455): 
Mount Cook Line (01S1-741 5652): 
Nonista (0171-409 7334). 


Go jump 

on a board 

U ntil snowboarding came along, the glaciers 
of the Alps were lonely places in the 
summer. A few. such as those of Solden 
and Tigncs. provided a ski racers' Lanzarote - a 
place to train nff-season. Bui generally, while ski 
resorts teem with walkers, bikers, climbers and 
sigbi seers from the Far Easi throughout the hoi 
months, you rarely see someone Roboeopping to 
the cable ear in ski boots. 

The mushrooming of boarding- though, has 
transformed certain mountain idylls. Kaunertal. 
for example, a remote valley off the main road 
between Innsbruck and Si Anton, was once so 
neglected h> skiers in summer that iumblcweed 
rolled across the moraine and the ski patroller 
was Lee Van Cleef. Then the Austrian 
Snowboard Association took uver the glacier and 
now it throb* with riders taking advantage of the 
school, rental shop and board-testing programme. 

The reason snow-boarders like the summer is 
that the run restrictions ihat put skiers off do not 
holher them. Clocking up piste miles has never 
been a priority on a board. You can extract far 
more from each trail: fast -carving it on one run; 
meandering down it on another, doing spins, 
riding backwards and performing other ground 
tricks: or "scoping” it for hits to jump off. So the 
fact that you may only have 20km of piste to play 
with really doesn't matter.The short skiing day is 
no problem, either: in the icy morning you can 
take advantage of the carving propensities of the 
new generation of boards, and you ean slay out 
later in the afternoon because one wide surface 
performs better in slush than two narrow ones. 
You'll still come down the mountain at about 
2pm. but that suiis the chilled nature of 
snowhoarding - particularly if you are learning. 
You'll appreciate the chance to rest muscles you 
w-ere previously unaware of. 

If you're already a competent rider, summer ski 
areas are the place to start working on your free- 
style skills, as most resorts with a glacier maintain 
half pipes and fun parks through the summer. Two 
resorts are highly recommended for summer 
boarding. Les Deux Alpes. France has a long, 
gentle glacier served by a breather-providing 
fanicular train - ideal for learning. It is also home 
to a branch of Chalet Snowboard" ( 14 June to 30 
AugusL 01235 7t>71S2). the specialist tour 
operator, where the chief instructor of British 
snowboarding. Martin Drayton, offers expert 
guidance lo the uninitiated. In the afternoons. 
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Trouble spots 

Watertight tickets . 

Life far Greek island-hop- 
pers is about to become 
more complicated - but 
possibly safer - following a 
change fa ticketing rules for 
ships, fa the new edition of 
Greek- Island Hopping 1997, 
author Frewiri Foffiey . ; 
reports: “Until this spring it 
was possible to buy tickets 
from quayside vendors or 
on the ferry itself as well as . 


regular ticket agents. 
Things changed when the 
car ferryOfympia Express 
(licensed capacity 1,200) - 
' had her captain arrested at 
Piraeus fin; trying to sa3 
with 2,725 passengers on 
board. A presidential 
decree was issued requiring 
all ferry operators to bring 
fa a computer ticket system 
by 31 March 1997.” 


True or false: 

The brandy barrel carried by St Bernards 
in the Alps is a myth 



TTie tfome of 
^Sleeping <r Seavety 




, 1000 feet above the tranquil bay of Kyrcnia stands 

tfae enchanting castle of S£ Hflarioit Famed for • 
|gyH inspiring WaK Disney to create the Castle of 

sleeping Beauty, the majesty of its mountainous 
setting is typical of the scenic splendour of Northern Cyprus. 

Visitors can revel m the markets of Nicosia, (be local dishes of. 
sea front cafes, and relax in a culture of alluring simplicity. 

* • ■ ■ North Cyprus is truly the spirit 
and sou] of Cyprus. . 

WORTH Td 0541 555650 ibr.i 

.^YPPUS brcdm.oralimfflm 

r The Spfeit and Sttri or Cyprus fomUJTf lllfontlStion. 

Xccth Cvmt; Tonus: QmcE. 29 Bedford Square. London, WC1B3EG. 


True, according (o (he 
monks who still keep a 900- 
y ear-old hospice running at 
the top of the 8,1 14-ft pass 
of the Col de Grand St- 
Bemard. 

As far as they can tell, 
the idea grew up many 
decades ago after a stuffed 
hero of the passes, Barry, 
was left fa the basement of 
a Swiss museum. Museum 
workers used to eat their 
lunches fa the basement, 
and, it seems, one of them 
left his portable wine bar- 
rel hanging round Barry’s 
neck. The barrel was found 
when the museum rehabili- 
tated the famous dog, and, 
judging it picturesque, the 
curators left it there. The 
rest is history. 


The dogs themselves are 
still very much in evidence 
as they breed and pass the 
summer fa kennels at the 
top of the pass. They are 
no longer used for 
avalanche search and res- 
cue, however, having ceded 
their place to lighter, heli- 
copter-friendly pedigrees. 

Heavy wire also keeps 
any traveller from trying to 
approach the great ani- 
mals: local Swiss still 
remember the day when 
one of the Si Bernards 
chose to gobble up one 
too-curious child for lunch, 
even though it may have 
had no brandy to chase it 
down with. 

Hugh Pope 


Bargain of the week 


Sweden has never been a budget 
traveller's destination, but 
Ryanair (0541-569 569 1 intends to 
make it a bargain break from this 
summer. The low-fare airline is 
beginning services from London 
Stansted to Stockholm's Skavsta 
airport charging £99 return plus 
£5.90 tax. 

In addition, the airline has 
negotiated fares of £7 return for 


the Stansted Skytrain from 
London Liverpool Street to the 
Essex airport, and a £1U round- 
trip fare for the bus ride into the 
Swedish capital. 

At present, the best fare from 
British Airways (0345 222111 ) is a 
World Offer of £129 plus tax, 
which must be booked by- next 
Wednesday. 26 March. It is valid 
for travel until 16 Mav. 


Chalet Snowboard also lays on mountain biking. 

For more of a hard-core, free -style scene. 
Kommunity Camps (f»-2fi July. U14S4 6S0133). run 
by some leading light* of Brit boarding, 
concentrate their acth itics on the fan park. Saas 
Fee. Switzerland has the biggest and best fun park 
in Europe. It comes in two chunks connected by a 
tunnel through the ice. There are three half pipes 
(separating first-timers from experts), a gang of 
differently shaped jumps, a boardercross course 
(lots of banked corners and rollers), a "beach" 
bar and a hooming sound system mounted on a 
snowcat. Who needs Ibiza? 

Chris Madigan 



SKY SHUTTLE APRIL BARGAINS 


^ RIGHTS TO ITALY FOR THE PRICE OF I 

Pisa £194 CD EE 

Rome £194 rnLL 

Venice £194 ■ ■■fcnfc 

OTHER RETtlBK FUGHTS FROM: 

Bangkok £429 Jo'burg £329 

Oriando/Saaford . . £241 Sydney £399 

Toronto £189 Round the Viferitf . . £899 

For all your Right Requirements phis 
• Car Hire % Airport Hotels • Airport Parking • Insurance 

CALL: 

0990 014101 

UHES OREM: MOW HR W Ji 7 JB SATURDAY UR-538 SUNDAY ULOHLDB 
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RETAIL AGENTS FOR XTOL. HOLDStS 
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A LUXURY WEEK ON THE NILE 


Xhe demand for Nile mrises has increased 
Aamaticalfrasadirect restdtof thevery low 
tariffs which were fowl prior to theopsurge 
benKlsriown to vessel operatoraand we setto 
increase aftain. We haw responded to this 
unique situation by oontractinfi a mmiber of 
wiy fine Nile cruise vessels which ply the 
trx&tioivi] itinerary between Aswan and 
Lukot. Since these ossefc are marketed ac- 

conUnfi to specific cabin arid deck types and 

across the different \«scfr there are nor- 
math a limited number of unsold cabnns 
which me no: akoyseasyrw us toidentify 

wtdmmkriinthetradhiwalnreTnCT.Ttoe- 
foreitisimrefevouraHeferus tooflerihem 

on which to cruise vflli be 

the MS Serenade, the MS Sotefl and tteMSOory. 
ApraMay-iwneoftheb«t^t^dto^pt 

froma weather poimof j*w 

SriShortnotKC. thenthisissun#ai> opportu- 
n»6r that should not be missed. 

ITEffiRARYIN BRIEF 

, i Depart from Cahrick tot Uaorf andjmn 
j 9 * . o CmS rifthtwma nrofiramrae 



faefadfag direct flights, 5- star Nile 
' cruiser, full board, excursions 
and knowledgeable local guides 
; 7 nights from £395.00 

around Thebes. Day 3 Depart for Edfu. then sail 
to Kom Ombo. Day 4 Cruise to Aswan with sight- 
seeing programme. Day 5 Optional morning ex- 
cursion by coach to Abu STmbel (£75). Day 6Saii 
towards Luxor sloppingouemight at Esna. Day 7 

Arrive Luxor for further sightseeing programme. 
• fajp 8 FlydirecUo London Catwkk. 


DEPARTURES * PRICES 

1997 Mondays - per person in lower deck twin 
MS Glory and MS Serenade 
April 14.21. 28 £495.00- May5. 12 £495.00 
MS Soled 

April 14£395.O0 - April21£430,0O 
May5. 12&5Q.00 

Single cabin -£225.00. Upper decks suppl. - 
£135.00. Abu Simbeltby road) £75.00 

°For Ihe MS Clory. difihUar e K»\sinn when I hr \-Macl ■> 
afaojotnol.7hr ilrfVTjfyaGfirraliiJlajdftffrent iarurn- 
lidl otderhut ihc Mrnriilt* air vialed. 

Met IncWcr rrtunmi InvcL IrandeK. <«\vn nq&rt ^ un 
bnrdlhr cniucwud. fullPoard. ctcunioni. »rmc«-ni 
heal gijygs. Not to clud wt tra^tl inmrante. ^ pmeurr ■ 
menL mtnm tea iXl S i lipt Note lhe C- mparf i wrrve* ihr 
nghllounpailetoaHinmorveuclirnccesaiy Ourmrrrnl 
CHAIml Booking hanrtMiOMhiktinwW l 

0171-6161000 


w 


VOYAGESJULES VEkf JE 
2 J Ctersei Square, loncbn NW I 6QG 

TnrrlPnrwUmn.LU ABTAVlbnl ATOLSS3B 
In I^m« I h Hpj’Arvrw.vjv^o.nk 
r HniiHiiojn n«iforldcphonc racrnUnnr.knWjr, 
Ssml'iBpm jnd»1 •rcrkniib'twilriSwa.FvrrtTMiruIdarrvoin 
uffKrhnunanlLinisSCTimxkibpcuA'. 



enjoy a great evening out and a good 
night's sleep en route to the Continent with 
P&O North Sea Ferries. 

Your car appreciates the breaks too. After all, it could be 
flogging down the motorway South in the dark, blinded by 
headlights, kicking its tyres in traffic jams. Instead, it saves 
fuel and energy on a luxury overnight cruise from Hull to 
either Rotterdam or Zeebrugge, only 35 miles from France. 

Try the new Cruising Experience, too. A five course 
feast. Fantastic duty and tax free shopping. Fun and games 
for the kids. Live entertainment every night, disco, casino 
and all the latest releases at the cinema. And when youVe 
had your fill, there's a cosy en suite cabin, ready and 
waiting. You can enjoy the New Cruising Experience from 
as little as £40 per person* 

Get the full picture in our new Cruiseferries Brochure — 
from your Travel Agent or direct from us on 

07000 FERRIES or 07000 337743 


... .! • . 


P&Ok^ North Sea Ferries 



’Based on a 5-night return tor 3 car and four people in lo» ycason. 
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Deborah Jackson's second look at fun days out with the school curriculum in 



till seckinsj inspiration for 
family days out, we take 
another journey through 
__ the National Curriculum 
Key Stage Two history topics. 

Last week's selection of ancient 
civilisations forced us to use our 
imagination amongst stone carvings 
and shards of pottery. This week, 
history comes up to date, with 
three lively themes to be found in 
most country parks and museums. 
A trip to a Tudor manor-house or 
a Victorian theatre helps to make 
historv “happen" for sevcn-io-70- 
ycar-olds. But don’t forget to rake 
a primarv school child with you — 
they make excellent tour guides. 


and the ghost of Queen Margaret 
of Anjou from the Wars of the 
Roses. Wall paintings and craft 
displays help to create the scene. 

But for one of the best examples 
of half-timbered architecture, visit 
Little Moreton Hall Scholar Green, 
Cheshire (01260 272018), a stun- 
ning black-and-white house dating 
horn 1580 that looks as though it is 
about to topple into its own moat. 


Study unit 3a: Victorian Britain 
For this and the next unit, pupils 
are “taught about the lives of men, 
women and children at different 
levels of society and the ways in 


Study unit 2: Life in Tudor Times 
Pupils should be taught about the 
major events and personalities of 
the period, including monarchs 
and Shakespeare. 

The centre of all things Eliza- 
bethan is. of course, ye olde Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon. where a combin- 
ation of bad planning and tourism 
has conspired to create some of the 
worst traffic congestion in the 
country. Nevertheless, the Shake- 
speare’ Country Association of 
Tourist Attractions has an enviable 
collection, from Will's birthplace to 
Anne Hathaway's pretty thatched 
cottage. The Shakespearian Her- 
itage Trail includes a self-guiding 
leaflet and admission to five prop- 
erties (01789 204016. )[ 

Hardwick Hall in Stainsbv, 
Derbyshire. (01 246 850430) is cele- 
brating its 400th anniversary - 1597 
being the year that Elizabeth, the 
four-times-married and obscenely 
wealthy Countess of Shrewsbury 
I Bess of Hardwick) moved into her 
new home. The building is opulent, 
with six towers, vast windows, a 
world-class collection of tapestries 
and Bess's own chest of jewels. 
Events for 1997 include dancing, 
music and special tours. 

A romantic atmosphere sur- 
rounds the more modest Owlpen 
Manor near Uley in Gloucester- 
shire (01453 860261). It dates from 
1450 and features a Tudor great hall 


l Be sure to take 
a primary school 
child with you. 
They make 
excellent tour 
guides 7 


which they were affected by 
changes in industry and transport". 

Small-town Britain is awash with 
recreated Victorian classrooms and 
laundries. It must have been a 
devil of a job to get the ink blots off 
their nice white shirts. A good 
place to start Is the Ragged School 
Museum in Bow, London (0181- 
980 6405) where the story of Dr 
Barnardo and the lot of poor East 
End children is chillingly retold. 

From rags to riches: life for the 
privileged child, complete with 
nursery and nanny, can be seen at 
Brodsworth Hall in Doncaster 
(01302 72259S), a Victorian country 
house which has survived largely 
intact, from the faded grandeur of 
the family rooms to the spartan ser- 
vants' quarters. 


There are many Victorian “vil- 
iages* and streets to stroll, such as 
The Shambles of Newent, Glouces- 
tershire (01531 822144), Flambards 
Victorian Village in Cornwall 
(01326 564093) - complete with 
shop smells and time-capsule phar- 
macy - and Blists Hill Museum at 
Ironbridge (01952 433522), a work- 
ing Victorian town spread over 40 
acres. Spend old pennies at the 
butcher’s, baker's or pub. 

Famous Victorian personalities 
to call on include Charles Dickens 
- for instance, the bouse at 48 
Doughty Street, London WCl 
(0171-405 2127), where he wrote 
Oliver Twist and Nicholas Nickleby; 
Queen Victoria, whose private 
apartments, untouched since her 
death, are on view at Osborne 
House. Isle of Wight (01983 
200022); and Florence Nightingale, 
administering to the sick in a 
Crimean ward scene at the Flor- 
ence Nightingale Museum in Lon- 
don SE1 (0171-6200374). 

Other rarities include Queen 
Victoria’s favourite railway saloon 
car at the National Railway Mus- 
eum in York (01904 622261); a tour 
down a Victorian sewer (complete 
with sounds and smells) at the 
Museum of Science and Industry in 
Manchester (0161-832 2244) and a 
stately cruise ou the steam yacht 
Gondola, first launched on Conis- 
ton Water, Cumbria, in 1859 and 
still in service (015394 41288). 


Study unit 3b: Britain since 1930 
The impact of the Second World 
War is the main theme for this 
topic, with lowlights such as evac- 
uation, the Blitz and the Depres- 
sion. Strangely enough for grown- 
ups, radio, cinema and television 
are also now a part of the history' 
curriculum. 

■ Track 60 years of change at a 
motor museum, such as the 
national collection at Beaulieu, 
Hampshire (01590 612345). The 
story of mass motoring is told 
through post-war cars; the Morris 
Minors, Ford Cortinas and De 
Loreans are, of course, genuine. 



!...* 
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Opulent Hardwick Hall: six towers, vast windows arid a worM-dass collection of tapestries: 


Or trace the history of cinema at 
the Museum of the Moving Image, 
London SE1 (0171-815 1331) 
where old cameras, costumes and 
film dips transport you back to the 
days of Fred Astaire, Orson Welles 
and Alfred Hitchcock. 

Wartime stories begin at the 
Imperial Wir Museum (0171-416 


5000), while at Winston Churchill’s 
Britain at War Experience (0171- . 
403 3171), you can crouch Wacom- . 
fortably in an Anderson shelter, 
experiencing the sights* the sounds, 
the smells and even the dust'of the 
Blitz. At the Fleet Air Aim Mus- . 
earn, Yeovflton, Somerset- (01935 
840565), discover what it was like 


.to he a Second World Whr^nloL 
' - Fbr a taste of ordinary post-war 
life, visit Mr Straw's House, 7Bfyth 
Grove, Worksop, Nottinghamshire 
(01909 486411), a. semi-detached 
home carefully preserved fry :WB- 
tiam Straw an&his brother Whiter 
'after the. death of; their parents in 
the Thirties. Admission is . by pre- 


. booked, timed ticket only - to a 
world where nothing has been 
thrown away for 63 years. 

So now you vwm t be short of 
days out with the family. Or you 
could stay at home and preserve the 
living-room for posterity. Who 
knows* it could soon be featured on 
tbehistory curriculum. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas, uk 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 




Africa 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Fjy-tfrtv** to 
Namibia. Zimbabwe & lh« Cape. 
Plus safaris to Skeleton Corns. 
Botswana & Zambia. TboMy flexi- 
ble. Guest (arms, buaheamps A 
character accom. OlSl Z3Z 9777. 
AITOATOLBOfl 


Australia 



be Holidap of a lifetime 

• mm mr «» IDO nEhnxbR 


CakmTmdhner'Iian 
capatCBCC kOBoriiiiA, boW*y« 

yc&Si w afcrcu* Wdnv an 
damn trf (Try;. ton* tod. 

rra Txmuta i*fDtr Osnufesit 

& 'JuratcM pni' rrudr. mid ran 

ygpuiai m «Kk u Hn&pjn. 

K m ftjajE. Old te Paris: 

era irr itrh a PuCpn Ba>d 

a..T.-3'npifaiKi) m3 1 a y brad* 

On gunSBC d-ji toi can w M 

bear viur icyaihav 

^0990171819 
01202 434320 

■ AnMnUaA New Zcabnd KM 
S TraidCtom 


Caribbean 


STUNNING CUBA! INTERCHANGE 
Tel: 0181 681 3612 ATClL 24Z9 


Far East 


SlfNVIL DISCOVERY Thailand. Viet- 
nam. toqhiy Benbte lours and Sy- 
drives lor Individuals. 0181-847 
4748 AITO ATOUW*. 


USA 


NEW BIGLAND - Cape Cod end 

Vermont. Superb family resorts 
end private houses. Bridgewater 

Travel ABTA V7278. Broch 0161 

707 8794 

NEW ENGLAND Eras advisory 8 


booking service on Country Inns 

11489 lor 


10 Limey HHs. 01923 821 

baa sampior. l001Z72706'3 l cam- 

ouwvacotn 

AMERICA tor Independent fra*. 

eUers Unique collodion oi E. 

Coast here**. rewjra. Inns. BUB's 

for year round vocations. 01623 

B21469. 


South America 


WORSHIP THE 
SUN AND MOON 


MLACE 


RESORTS 

Mailt 


FUN-SEEKING • ALL 
INCLUSIVE MEXICO 
AND CARIBBEAN 

01202 765869 


TV Ky rri alM M 

MEXICO 


CENTRAL 

AMERICA 



■TRIPS 


Worldwide 

0117 987 2626 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Costs Rica. 
Goals mala t Cuba odd -ora. 

Highly Bauble individual fours S 
flydrtves. Jungle lodges, nature 
reserves. 0161-847 4746 AITO 

ATOtBOa. 


USA 


NEW 

ENGLAND 


•O-'STHY HOMES 


A superb collection of 
coastal lakeside & inland 
properties throughout 
New England. 

FREE 132 FACE BROCHURE 
CALL. 

(0990) 143686 (34 Hre) 
Quote R*£ N389. 


NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS - DtS- 
Hnafve Inns A tarrtfy homes, non- 
stop flights la Boston, brochure 
Line: 0« 727 BS221 1 . PuBy bonded. 
ABTA VS 164 AITO ATOL »76- 


Activity Holidays 


nun varvre _ dvi^ - « 


DHK3ME3 AND YACHTS - RYS~ 


SsCng rokarswr; topsn urtr. 

J IOM1 o>*o*iaJ Ci MiWr fcute/s 

• Aduft are junor arjrsss 

• Baonrers & asrreai 

' Uobvp floti of dngnns arc yarMs 
‘ Kuiiairanrv, 

ROWLEY P0WT SAILING CENTRE 
ftwteOowst , 

mammEEsmm 


Spring Breaks 


PEMBROKESHIRE cottage Water- 
way view Inn noarby. Brochure 
Tel. (Of 437} S3W 95 any imp. 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST Bell Drive Narrow- 
boa Holidays. WWest choice. 
Beginners vby welcome. Tel 
01505 raaazs. 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLDS Specialists. Choose 
From over ISO wnagrrs.01202 
445726 MJH164) 


Dorset 


ATTRACTIVE FARM HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES in idy*e rural set- 
Ung.Tel MMon Abbaa 01258 


Nr Luhvorfh cow . ITflt c. Thatched 
Cottage, sleeps two. edge ol 
heah. From C1&5 per naefc. D130S 
BS3921 


ACTION STATIONS FOR KIDS' 
The* confidents grows In loops 
on a POL aahrtty hokfay. Over 80 
ecttvliea at 23 centres In Britain 
and Prance for 6->B year DMs. 
SAHA, ABTA (V3G83J. Write: PGi, 
503. Penyard Lane. Ros&on-Wye 
HR9 5NR. For brochure caU Free: 
0500 749147. 


SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS, OuaAty 
hoiKjayewtth tut backup Wiends 
or longer. For Brocft: (01449) 
rei555 

CHILDRENS EXCITING muttLacDv- 
>ty summer holidays. 6-17 year 
Mda. Brochure essamlaL Somer- 
9*101749 812307 


Northumbria 


SUPERB collages. Northumbria, 
Yort Dates. Lakes. Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages 01244 34570 a 


j EastAuglia 


AMAZING VALUE Ejst Angfla cot- 
tages. 1997 colour br ochure. Pets 
welceme. Tbt (01756) 782205. 


The Peak District 


•PEAK COTTAGES* Quality SIC 
accom. tar Derbyshire Dales and 
Peaks. Brochve Oi 142 620777 
BEAUTIFUL CONVERTED BARN . 
Sips 4. wood-burner. OH Fro 
E1 c 0pw. 01290 84515 


UK Travel 




Absolutely 


3rd Night's 


3 


NIGHTS FOR 
THE PRICE OF 


2 


OVER 100 Quality Privately-owned 
Hotels throughout the UK, offering 
excellent value mini breaks. 

For 2 listing ol 3II participating hotels, individual 


hotel brochures. 3 nd further information telephone: 


01823 672100 


or lax: 01823 673100 


Offer nUdntfl 31 rt May 1997 j 

Subject to mlbbUny 
Eartr boattn recoonwnM 



Devon & Cornwall 




COTTAGE 

KOUOAYS 



Expmenxjcd^ 

G bfmtimK flMed 
in buutW rani/ /i 
msti/BtiMr/ “ r ,,; 
lotabcK. / 
Superior nieciini. 


Ewri R^ulcal 


ERCC-U?: 01326 564932 (.’OS-: 
c::qe:»i-50t1326 5738« 


DEVON CONNECTION. Luxury 
Barm, pout tar T« 01546660934 
CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hot off ifte press new 1997 test 
ever colour brochure. Phone 
now 1 ! DI756 702201 


CORNWALL AND DEVON 330 cot- 
tages ttmxjqtwtd. (017521 
260711. 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE » 019 S00 
best value cottages in Devon 
1018711 76322. 

FOwGYiPQLRUAN. Charming 
natorektoGOilasna. Superb vWws. 
Central Heating. Dinghies aval- 
able. Pets welcome. 01379 
344867 


BOSCASTLE/PTJSAAC ClTfrikJyl- 
Ifc cotL CH, tegtenook fire heated 
s/poaL prime gdns. 01940 
213309 


DEVON 9 SOMERSET SpedaSstL 
Choose Iroirrowar 500 cottages. 
01282 445726 (UH 1621 


uUtwnol 


Cornish 'Traditional 
Cottages 

Set f-carenns 
cotiagss 
on boti: coasts 
of CorouaC and on Solly 
5 ®! frt job T7 £E brednat 

or ’’toe 01208 872850 


LOSTWtTHIFL. CCOMk-ALL PtS OUT 
" in hwl tAr tou A- jvi 


LIZARD PENINSULA S C cocages. 

steeping 26. CraquebUadriringh 

i an. Idvmc woodM vafiey dose 

SMwLaflo. OoflD welcome. Dte- 

counts available. ETB 01388 

8W199 

DEVON CYCLING 5 wafting hr*- 

izn Houns, twits, holiday ideas 

-afl few*. Tcfc 01392437581 
STIVES. cvnrlaoUng harbour. Spa- 
dcus 3 bed ox. steeps 2-8. Free 

parking, no smoking . All dates 

vacant 01736795657 
S.W. DEVON DARTMOOR Listed 

coucyard nnage In peocetul 

grounds of metSoval abbey INT]. 

Walled gdn TennlB. No snwkers. 

01832053285 

CORNWALL TRADITIONAL CITtti 
cottages on peaceful farm. 0m 

Port Issac and baadns. Horae rid- 

ing and cycOng aval Tsf 01208 

850500 

BARNSTAPLE- Fannhome accom. 

Sups m wows. B8 S BN. G ood 

home cookmg. C1871 BSB338 



HOOWUMOVOVTs 


m NEW beat ever b nidiui eft 
m bat off die press. Don't • 
( ddqy-pbKrnm! a 

A Scodwjd, PL Jwii Ju i L aid, a 

• Lake*. Dries, North TcekManre— 

• Podi Kwrirt, W*«. NarfiA. 

• SafMk, Doner, West Country: * 

Soulbnii briwid • 


01756 702200 


English Country 
Cottages 



An ltnuvallkd 
choice id EdsLumTi 
lovciim areu. 
Free 444 page 
colour brochure. 
Sing 

(01-455) 852222 
QUOTE LTUO-THkI 


, “ h S fhe 

only Dro C hut e 

V°u '/ need 



Country 

Holidays 


BIG 560 PAGE BROCHURE 


• WkteW chokw ■ Onw 4J0BB 
qoaitrr coospa » dreco* 
hum Omugtwui BriMn & 


• looars of less prices held. 
HotMBy, Inn* CB5 pvwNk 
or GSO per Short Btak pw 
pmpwtV- 


' Mr rerioaoM or flawy 
careen. 

C*fl today for your 


EEa^a I 


Isle of Wight 


APRIL SPECIAL 

3tOGBS7KMtn 

Bc4,tonum*«wwbgpw 


brine fMQLjanai.aai 

•nacuirmr 1 


So&ns. SndB«. Me rdWria 
TcL 01 983 406655 
l Jr*toJfcri>a« > 


Norfolk 


THE BLAKENEY 
HOTEL 

tVfclC *m* 

Bbkeap, Nr. HoH. Norfolk. 
Oiu footing NanuoalTnai 
Harbour, iraduioml priwteh- 
owned fnemRy bofef with 80 
bedrooms, bit. hekted iodoor 
F»wL ipi bath. uinu> red mini 
gym. Ketu. walk, sad, play golf, 
explore Uk SorfUk villages, 
counlryshlc and oaiaL 
Spedal rates ft* Semar Ottam 
Midweek aid Weekend Breaks 

Brodmre: 01263 740797 


Fbmbrokeshire 


St DAVIOS, Famhoun to Nat Pirli 
ctoua to coast path and Baacb. 
9ps ft tel attar 8pm 171437 
720683 


Ireland 


Country Cottages 
in Ireland 

A magical choice of 
ddighifiii holiday 
properties in Kerry, 
Cork, Clare 8c Galway. 

Free full colour brochure. 

RING (0990) 851166 
Quote cm (« nn> 

OrVtmiw 

Ou«nT OimrA r> Inuwi 
Din G2H. P.O. Box IS. 
Ex*i SrmiVM. Luckti*. n4Sn. 



EBUUDBB 


ungag «*» oottaBE nclkun h cm. 
tony. UaiRtt. Msnrr. ore QMsr. 
BpLORKD* 

I HgK (OlyWiMM pMs tw 

£220 ternstyifliAntaM 


01756702241 


l»SH CODW7HT NaUdays • the 
premlar cholca. Over 300 IndMd- 
oal oaoagas, Rsnrtwuua. Hotote. 
R . Shannon crotelng and Gypsy 
Caravans aB to tha tdQbast ston- 
dartte. Many wataxnw psta. 
Phone oi S02 660 688 PM hound 
SHAMROCK Cottagirt. 286 Safod 
tedMcksd eocteowi In reiparb foca- 
ttona. Disc Fares. AITO. Col Bro 
01823681D60 

CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL, Coo- 
nsmare. Co. Gtowav- Rastorattva 
biaal Li. Fra* broch. Tbb 
003SUR31001. Ftoc 31077 
ENJOY IRELAND HOLIDAYS 1997 
100 page brochure now avataMs. 
01 2S4 682899 



LAKE DISTRICT WBAOHE COT- 
TAGES . H« off tha proas m 
1997 treat aver notoor brochure. 
Pimm MMvU 01 796 702206 
RATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES ta a 
secret enmar ol Souiham Laka- 
tantLTttWfia953M7B - 
HHJJHWAITE HOUSE, Wtodar- 
mare, Tha nriwna w Road, onr- 
toQkfng aka. AB rooms anarite 
(soma wWi Jacuzzi badia} Satel- 
OMt TV. taamaktog. Sauna. 7>to 
Steam Room and fiaatad Indoor 
pool aotafy for oar obmV un. 
2rtght5. Scaurea rflrmar B*B 
InctJfAT only E9S, Snitfna o«y 
CT30. firotfaraOfOM 4303ft 
CUMBRIAN COTTAGES, 200 LSka-, 

land Com Era tespocMl Stmt , 
BKa A Eaater nvriL 01228589950 
PRIYATSY OWNED BUNGALOW 

at Htorinashaad nr AwWaa W a ph» 
toa + daMtolW. (0101) 758B14Q 
C flUMM OCK WATBI Warm c om-, 
lonabla wJ Ukfiteriy rbaMlpe 
ftdvopen arp^to patoEIB 3 l%s 
OornmndadrilB awBatte 12rf9 


Aprfl 12-26 JufeSO AU9-40ct.1T- 
25 OcLIUOl 900 88242. - 


Sussex 


8EDLE8COH8E. BrtcfcwaB Hotri nr 


BMte. Tiatot UanotVAnterfSpring 

DppDBA&ard 


breska. 2 riphei £90 pp D8AB. 

nt accom freo, par £25 only for 

dbmw & brao k ta a t. RAC restku- 

rant award 91-96. TW (01434) 

B702S3 


Scoriand 


^ELF GfTERM G J. 

OCOVZANDl 



■CONSULT THE EXPERTS-’ v 
Over 3,000 adf-cncring 
ies in sfl areas 
luxury house* w - 
craftcadagcs. 
'Write or pboue 
for brochure: 


in 

Exceptional bofirky 
■ties in dre most 
I areas of Sobdand. 


RING (0550)551133 

• 0007X5401 04 Bn) - 



am 

(D1556) 5W03flL 

hope comae. 


6 STB 5 

MgMy -comwndad. 01845 


HIGHLAND HIDEAWAYS- WMa 

ariaerfon of tnritefctual seHfctoar- 

-JngootMBw ate. In krraly htah- 

taDdtocaOon.’W; (014WT282W8 

UNSPM1T Antoamaeban. Sp» 


toeftrida posflofL Tst (Q1738) 


-SCOTLAND 

from prer 540 cattagm. 07282 
445728 (LAG 87} ‘ 


HELLS GLEN. How Loch Fynre 
Oomfortabte houaa. Stoops B+. 
Own woods A stream. Good Nb 
wriMng. 0171 249 12B2oftw4pm. 


ISLE OF HULL TbMrmbry. Luabun- 
B. Avafi for 


pstowfflpa i 


£Z75pw. Brochure 071 
3Q2Z78 ' 


ISLE OF BftHRAItoMilsancoBaare 
MsonHoam vtow. Sfsaps 4. El 30 
pwwasfc. (01909) 882503. 


1 Shropshire | 


SUHERB COTTAGES 
Dates, ICoinbrta, Lrftss, i 
Sj*a* CoftopSK (01844) 84fi7Dft 


| Yattefaire & The Ddes| 


DALES BEAUTIFUL RB1NOVATED 
Stona Bsma, Stoap 4 to 17. pais 
waloama. brechwa 0600 B54309. 




HAWES, WEMSLEYDALE. 40 Coun- 
try Coll»o**. Rets welcome. 
Broohm. 01900 887 55* 


YORKSHIRE, DALES, Moore. 
CaasL Farit S Lake DtetitoL Over 
.300 a/c cottages. Uhra. Brochure 
HoOday Cottagoa H a kriiha. Water m 
BE Skipton. BD23 IPS. (01756) tg 


700872. 


SUPERB cottages. Ybrlos Dries. 
. Mstfxrmbrla. latae. PMka. 9y«tes 
ConaQra 01244 346700. 


COTTAGES YbdcaMra IncL York. 
Cotow Brochure oi B4S 597866 


YORK OVER 28% OFF. Haworth 
Cowl Hotri. Brochure 01804 
••425156 


Wales 




character cottages fa. 
PanbroktoWre Gbpiri National 

Park. AH properttea'fiirafahied 

totbe.^Mststwnctenis. . 

Hieaeitow for hre orinwtrodmw 

01239-881397 o, “ 


SMOWDOtHA. COASTLINE. Llsyn 
pennteaida. Coaatri and country 
oattegaa ard firnnhouses. Nsfyn 
Hofttays 01758 720874 


TENS* Sautderefoot & Prirv 
brateMhlr^ 400 todMduri.arif 


bew*ee and ccunftyride. Frank B 

NtetWi, Dept 18. SUuIten .81, 

Tbnby. 01834 845000 CPfsri. : l 


N.WALES 1,000 cottages, eta 
'Manns, Sham, Snowdonia 
TtantaL 01758 701 702 


«WBT COAST -100‘s of cottages, 
BAB'S, Hotels. Broc 0800 521811 


COTTAGE3/EAH MHOU3ES 
. .Wales-, afl Toprtri 
r Graded, wriea Holidays - 
01B88O2S2S7 


HALF-PRICE fisygrin breaks, 
Gowec ldyfflc 17C tarmhouae. 

•write, tanner BAB C19-S0. Lie 


* tog-flres, AA/RAC 3* com- 

ndsd. WW ~ 


mmded, TMitew best BAB. 
brwh 01268595640 


BRECOMEEACON& Over ICO sfc 

cattessa swmr steep upto 30. 

Many law than 1250 per week 

HW i t atW u ft'Tte 01874 676448 

CWMiAimfiBHWE, corr . Ops 

& Log Urn. Superb cwrte, watktog 

'omtry.nridog. 01568 823273 




Independent and Independent on Sundug 
readers book Self Cateriuc holidays. ' 
291)300 of our readers stayed in a rented 
villa, flat or cottage an ^liieir holiday ta&yearl ' 

(Ttaiss© 


For anfy £U 2 a line instate of VAT (qqs’ds. 4 wefttfe per line), you dan 
advertise jour botid£(y heme aaidiffl those vacandes throo^^t^year.Tiiir 
advartiaanwit will appear in The WfedsBoff secttaaf3^7n«J^p8«d»rf , 

an * 


ALL YQD HAVE TO DO... 


Bfiiier call’ The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Moahffrto Rrwfav between UjtOOain -.B.00pm- 
t '"or ■ --- - • 

^1 in and return the ooupcai befew stating the 
ym raqaire and your peorment method. 
Payment- can-.- be. ' made ' by ' cheepie or by 

' . AOCRM/Vt A fl/A n«n»iiiaTi P. fV-J 


PRIVATE ADI Y 

(TCWOPBOPJ 


Ineertlon Dates — 

Classification: 

I eodose a cheque fort. made payable to 

l£U2 3 line per insertion, £L53 if both Saturday ft 
Sunday arc used) Newspaper Publishing 1 Pic 
or debit my 

Arw^VIsa.'Amcx/I7inera account h& 

Card Kk..„...,......,„..... m .... u .„ 

Start Date: Expiry Date. 

Your Detail*: 

Name. 

AcUrese. 


TO No: Day 

Signature: 


.tEimams- 


Pni in and send bn 

- “ ■ " • 
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gardening 


Now for a French nursery 



R emoval vans have never 
played much of a part in 
my life. We’ve only ever 
had two bouses and when 
iwe mjoved into the first, from a 
? renrtxihovel 200 yards away, we 
. j shunted our few possessions down 
in a- wheelbarrow. The 
4 to P. In our lives, 

'f babies, and bouse moves seem 
;»'alwajB.tb have gone together, 
j :. ;Sorii was. with a sense of awe that 
: I listened tQ Carol Strafford and 
i JohnWorrall who, atthe end of this 
1 month, are packing up not only 
-home-furnhure, books, cooking 
-'jpots:and cats, but also an entire 
planfanrsery. They are moving to 
•-•-Erroi^to a smaflvillage just north 
; - of Saoarur in the Loire valley. 

: Wttiyfyiem will come 3,000 stock 
: r plmas^dug up from their present 
site iw^-wimborneln Dorset, and 
■ abo UT5 ,000 pots of plants for sale, 
which win form the nucleus of the 
(neW venture. 

1 Archangel Plants, specialises in 
jinterestiiig perennials; good aqui- 
’ jlegias; old wallflowers such as 
'BJoetly Warrior?, fine monardas, 

; ^hlaJUsaMa, poppies (including the 
. . -jnudjfoous dusTgr ‘Patty’s Phim') 

/ pnd T<?d-hot pokers. For the last 
joufi^ars^ all the propagating and - 
pcsr'of the selling {apart from 
•’ Weekend aims by John) has been 
7- Carol. Now John is giving 

. ;«p 1m job as a prison counsellor 
HancRfeey are going to run thenurs- 
: jery. together. 


Which came first, 1 asked? The 
desire to go to France or giving up 
the counselling? As it turned out, 
neither. The stoiy starts with a for- 
tune teller who read Carol’s palm 
and told her that France was John's 
spiritual home. Carol looks slightly 
sheepish telling me this, as sensible 
people do when admitting to some- 
thing as deliciously irrational as 
having their fortunes told. 

Butit all seemed to fit. The nurs- 
ery needed to expand. There was 
no possibility of buying extra land 
dose to their present ate. They had 
looked in vain for another small- 
holding in this country that they 
could take over. And although 
Carol says she can’t speak a word 
of French, John, indeed, does con- 
fess to a kind of unspoken affinity 
with France and the French. 

How will she cope? “As long as 
I’ve got plants, I don’t care what 
goes on around me," Carol replies. 
“It’s not going to be that different 
from my fife here. And it’s odd, but 
everything seems to have gone our 
way since we made the decision to 
go.” 

Earlier this year, they took a 
week off to look for their future in 
France. To a certain extent, the area 
chose itself. They didn't want to go 
far south, because it would be dif- 
ficult to continue to grow the plants 
they .like. They wanted to remain 
within striking distance of this 
country, so that they could do a few 
shows in the south of England 





Uprooting for France: Carol Strafford and John Worrall of Archangel Plants photo, johs l\ whence 


each summer and keep their name 
alive with their English customers. 
They wanted to be near a good 
local market in France, where they 
could sell plants regularly. 

After only two days of searching, 
they left their hearts on a D road 
at Mouliheme. La Pbmrnasserie (I 
saw the photographs) is a low. 
colour-washed house with three 
acres of land and the possibility of 


renting more. There arc two lakes, 
a stream, plenty of wild euphorbias 
(which was a good guide to what 
they could expect to grow). and soil 
fast draining over tufa rock. Most 
of the nursery ground is presently 
covered in couch and bramble. Bui 
there is a pie attached to the prop- 
erty which could provide an income 
while the nursery is finding its feet. 
“And there are wonderful decidu- 


What does it take to 
transplant a business? 
By Anna Pavord 


ous oaks. A bit of pine ...” says 
John dreamily. 

The area is full of small market 
gardeners. If vegetables grew well 
there, they reasoned, so would 
their plants. Nobody in the area 
seemed to be growing garden 
plants for sale, so they do not feel 
ihey will have much competition. 

Whal will they du differently in 
their new nurserv, l wondered? 


“Watering,” said Carol instantly. At 
the moment they haul a hose 
around from a single standpipe uui- 
side their back door. In France, 
they will put in automatic irrigation. 
“And a mechanised trolley?" said 
John, in a way that was more of n 
question than a statement. Carol 
made a face. The trolley is evidently 
still a matter for negotiation. 

Given the incredibly long hours, 
the sudden deaths caused by harsh 
winters and drought summers, the 
difficulty of earning an income that 
approaches even the minimum 
wage for agricultural labourers, 
you wonder why anyone e\ er wants 
"a nursery of their own. But it has 
hcen one of the marvels of the last 
decade that, alongside the growth 
of the garden centre, there has been 
an equal growth in the number ■ >! 
small, specialist nurseries such as 
Archangel Plants. 

The nursery was a dream that 
Carol and John had 15 years ago. 
when they were both students <•( 
horticulture at Canningtun College 
in Somerset. Carol went on m 


work ai Kevt and then joined a 
wholesale nursery. John went first 
into horticultural therapy, then 
into even more demanding terri- 
tory. rehabilitating drug addicts 
and alcoholics. 

Carol set up her • »wn nursery, she 
said, because she “didn't like being 
told what to do". That makes her 
sound much more bullish than she 
generally appears. But it was also 
the only way she could get to grow 
the plants she liked best. Fortun- 
ately those also happened to he the 
plants that are most in favour at the 
moment: herbaceous perennials. 
Growing plants, she says, is the easy 
hit. The part she hates is the sell- 
ing. That is where John comes in. 

So wish them luck this summer, 
as they unpaek their crates of cam- 
panulas and anemones,, sages and 
sedum>. and settle them into 
French soil. And pay them a visit if 
you are guing to the Loire \ alley. 
They will be at La Pommusserie. 
4 *r>uit \louIihernc. near Saumur. 
Look for them on the left-hand side 
of the D2~9on leaving Mouliheme. 


^ lower of the liour, Pul- 
‘ £ w^nuxnaria “Tewis Palmer”, 
•f-j 1 . All the lungworts are 
■; good, but this is the best of all 
rite ones that are flowering in 
' my garden at the moment, 
with Sowers of a gorgeous true 
blue and leaves splashed and 
spotted with stiver. This month, 
Pulmonarios concentrate on 
producing their flowers, which, 
in most of the cultrvars. drift 
indeterminately from pink to 
blue. “Sissinghurst White” is 
the best of the whites. Later 
they turn their attention to 
their leaves, and these - large, 
hairy and mottled to varying 
degrees with sOver - provide 
excellent ground cover through 
the summer. In this way. the 
variegated Pulmonarios are 
better value than types such as 


“Munstead Blue’’ which have 
coarse green leaves, though 
flowers of 3 piercing azure in 
spring, “liwis Palmer* grows 
about a foot high and spreads 
over about 18 inches. It does 
well in shade, but prefers damp 
soil to dry. 

Remember the Newton- 
Golding family? They were 
the subject of a Workshop 
piece (The Independent , 13 
January 1996) when they 
moved from London to 
Hartwell End Farm in 
Northamptonshire and found 
themselves with a vast sea of 
concrete instead of a garden at 
their front door. We talked 
about various solutions - mak- 
ing raised beds, digging out 
planting holes in the concrete 
bed - but in the long term, 1 


thought the only solution was 
to get rid of the stuff Quotes 
from contractors in Dorset 
suggested that the cost of 
breaking up the area (30yd x 
14yd once space for a new 
drive had been taken out) 
would be around £1,700. 

Eileen Newton-Golding 
recently wrote to say how they 
had been gelling on over the 
past year. It hasn’t been an 
easy one. “What you had Co say 
fitted in with what we had all 
been feeling,” she says, “and I 
would love to be able to tell 
you that we have wonderful 
trees growing in the front now. 
If only! 

“We approached several 
contractors for quotes. The 
cheapest (1 kid you not) was 
£5J00, The cost was higher 


than your esti- 
mate, partly 
because the con- 
tractors were 
unsure how deep 
the reinforcement 
under the con- 
crete would be, 
but mostly pill 
because of the vU i 
cost of dumping 
the waste.” That 
was interesting. The contrac- 
tors I had miked to all knew of 
free landfill sires where hard- 
core was needed. Dumping 
did not represent a cost. 

“So.” continues Mrs New- 
ton-Golding, “we decided to 
go for the cheaper option of 
punching holes through the 
concrete and we had every 
inrention of completing the 


4 




work before last 
autumn, but 
frankly, we ran 
out of time.” 

“That wasn’t 
surprising. Both 
the Newton- 
Gofdings com- 

PIITTIMPC mute ^ Ll,n_ 
vU 1 I IflUO don and as well 
as the two acre 
garden, they 
have a vast complement of ani- 
mals - sheep, horses, dogs, 
cats, chickens and two heifers 
- to look after as well. 

The good news is that they 
have bought the wood at the 
end of their land. But, as Mrs 
Newton-Golding pointed out 
that has absorbed much of the 
cash available for the garden. 
“We wanted to preserve the 


wood, to stop it from being 
felled and leaving us open to 
the ML but also because it is 
such a lovely thing to have. Our 
fears about the felling may not 
have been misplaced... 

"Friends are still offering 
alternative use> for our con- 
crete. Back to swimming pools 
and tennis courts again. One 
suggested fencing i( in. sand- 
ing it over and using it as a 
manege. One idea perhaps 
has some mileage in it. A 
friend of ours has done it in his 
yard. He only needed access to 
his barns a few times a year, so 
he devised a system of large 
sewer-pipe sections, each on a 
pallet on wheels, so when nec- 
essary he can move his trees 
out of the way. A neat idea, but 
we couldn't cope with the nec- 


essary watering. It might he a 
solution though if we find 
something really terrible 
underneath the concrete. 

“But we will gel the work 
done. Wc are having fencing 
done at the moment, to match 
the fence along the drive. We 
have also started to plant a 
beech hedge along the patch 
of grass outside the h»>u>c. 1 
umgoing to train apricot iree> 
against ~the wall and hc a re- 
planning to plant apple trees 
near the barns. The area we 
had hoped to mrn into a small 
orchard is too full of rubble - 
yes. more concrete which 
needs to be dug out - «.» 
that’s on hold a bit longer.” I 
don’t doubt they’ll get there in 
the end. They have the rest of 
their lives to do it. 


Travel from the tropics to 
the tundra in search of botan- 
ical treasures. .And all within 
the confines of the Royal 
Botanic Garden. Edinburgh. 
Experienced garden guides 
arc leading walks on the wild- 
side from today until o April. 
Meet at the West Gate. 
Arboretum Place at either 
II ant or 2pm. Admission is 
12. Tomorrow at 2.30pm at 
the Botanies there is another 
tour based on plants that 
changed the world. Whal 
links aspirin \\ ith Sauchiehall 
St? How did Palmolive soap 
get its name? Which periu in- 
kle cures cancer? Admission 
tor this lour is W. Meet at the 
West Gate, as above. For 
more details phone Heather 
Paul on 0131-552 717 1. 


, _ i t 




Dreaming of daffodils 

Patricia Cleveland-Peck offers a golden 
excuse for a visit to Gloucestershire in spring 


W ordsworth’s famous hosts of golden 
daffodils still dance beside 
Ullswater in the Lake District but 
the true Mecca for wild daffodils in England 
is a little-known corner of north-west 
Gloucestershire, bounded by the villages of 
OxcnhaH. Dymock and Kempley. The area 
has such a spectacular annual display of 
daffodils that at one time the Great Western 
Railway ran special day-excursion trains to 
bring trippers in to enjoy the sight. People 
from as far afield as Bristol and Birmingham 
returned in their charabancs laden with 
armfuls of the flowers, and gypsies converged 
on the woods with hessian sacks which they 
filled with uprooted bulbs to sell in the cities. 
The local poet John Masefield vividly 
captured thisimage: 

And there the pickers come, picking for town 
Those dancing daffodils: all day they pick; 
Hard featured women, weather beaten 
brown 

Or swarthy red, the colour of old brick, 
local people also benefited from the 
abundant seasonal harvest by selling bunches 
from farm gates. Even cycling clubs, 
organised picking jaunts. “You could follow 
the trails of dropped flowers for miles,” 
recalls Robert Biscoe, a 73-vear old local 
resident. “Now the daffodils have declined a 
lot, but w hen I was a boy at Pickleoash 
school, we picked them every year for the 
London hospitals. We would' take bunches to 
school and then all parade down to the 
Comrades’ Club where they were boxed up. 
They were then taken to Newest station and 
put on the London brain ... The London 
hospitals would then reply, thanking us. and 
the letters were pinned tip on the board in 
the Comrades’ Club.” Mr Biscoe’s ancestors 
were Huguenot weavers and linen-workers 
who came to Gloucestershire in the 1770s. 

He thinks it possible that they settled in this 
area because of their trade, as daffodils were 
at one time used as a dyestnff. 

The wild daffodil, or Lent lily. Narcissus 
psemloruutissus. is a particularly lovely native 
doner, a true harbinger of spring with its 
small, two-tone yellow trumpets and fresh- 
green foliage. At one time if grew so 
profusely throughout England that a Belmrni 
botanist visiting Cheapside. London in 15SI 
wrote- ■* the country women offer the 

blossoms in great abundance for sale and aU 
ihe taverns may be seen decked out with this 
flower.” It continued to grow proltficafiy wer 
a large area until the early decades of this 
century, when it went into a rapid decline, 

leaving onh local pockets of growth. 

Thai this area of Gloucestershire has 

reSZ^iled is not M fortuity 
for in a quiet way a lot of effort has been put 
into its preservation. A successfril rcra 
campaS was conducted with ihebadang of 
the Council for the Protection of Rural 


England, which helped to save the daffodil 
woods from being bisected by an extension 
to the A40. The proposed road, which would 
have helped to link the M50 with the M4, 
was considered by local people to be totally 
unnecessary and impracticable, running as it 
would over land which was regularly flooded 
by the Severn. The daffodil area was but a 
fraction of the whole, but the campaign 
succeeded because all interested groups 
along its length linked up and kept the 
protest firmly in public view. In March 1994 
the proposal disappeared from the roads 
programme, ostensibly due to lack of money. 

The last “Daffodil Special” train ran in 
1959 and picking wild flowers is now 
regarded as environmentally unacceptable, 
but local people, who are proud of their 
heritage, still welcome visitors to enjoy the 
spring ritual. A series of “daffodil teas” are 
held in village halls and organised walks take 
place over relevant weekends during the 
daffodil season. If you are feeling really 
energetic, one of the best ways to see the 
display is to follow the “daffodil way”, which 
was set up on the initiative of the Windcross 
public paths project with support from 
national and local authorities and the co- 
operation of local landowners. This 10-mile 
walk traces a roughly circular path along 
rights of way and lanes, passing orchards, 
meadows, woods and brooks. At this time of 
year, daffodils are never far from sight, but 
equipped with a brochure (sec below) which 
contains a. map and clear instructions, you 
will discover many other inreresting things 
along the way. You pass the vestiges of an 
18dvbentury canal, a 1 9ib -century railway, 
and many old buildings including part of an 
Elizabethan farmhouse, the 14th-century 
church of St Maiy's Dymock with its shingled 
steeple, and Kempley old church, referred to 
by John Betjeman as “a miniature cathedral 
of the Arts and Craft movement”, which 
contains interesting medieval frescoes. There 
is a convenient pub. the Beauchamp Arms, 
for a pause for refreshment, and if you don’t 
feel up to the full 10 miles, plenty of short 
cuts can be made following the link paths on 
the map. It is a walk you won’t forget. 

Daffodil weekends: 

22-23 March, OxenhaU. Teas to raise funds for 
St Anne's Church. Also sales of home-made 
cakes, scones, jam etc. 

29-30 March, Dymock. Two-mile guided walk 
on Sunday from Dymock parish hali. returning 
to the parish had for tea. 

5-6 April Kempley. Guided walks from the 
village had, 11am and 2pm each day. See the 
medieval frescoes in the church. Refreshments 
and produce, village hall llam-2pm. 

■ The Daffodil fifty 50p, and other brochures 
from Tourist Information Centre , Church 
Street, Newent (01531 S22461 


gardening 


Woodland Murstiv grew 

WILD FLOWER BOLES 

2 • 3 yi okl bluebell bulbels 
£7 JO per 100; 115 pa 250 
Bluebell seeds. £7.50 per 
1000, £15 far 2500 Mature wild 
Daffodil bulbs 25 lor £7 JO. 50 
fa* £1250. Includes free 
delivery and Informative Wild 
Ftovei analogue with fuB 
cultural instructions. Details. lo- 
ft- Thorne. Branas. LbnderfeL 
Cyvmedd 1X23 7RF 
01678 S 30427 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call the 
Gardening 
Team 

on 0171 293 
2323/2344. 


J A POND IN V 
YOUR GARDEN 

We wHl design, excavate 
and create a pond to Quit 
your garden. Materials, 
fish and plants supplied. 
PONDLIFE 
141 Southgate Road., 
London N1 3LF 

\oi71 354 0691^ 


BLOOMS o/ Bressingham 

BLOOMS CHOICE 

Herbaceous Border Collection 

We have a collection of 15 perennials on offer which will he specially chosen to 
guarantee a stunning display of colour year after year and to compliment each 
other superbly. The collection will include some of the following: Akhemilla 
Molfis - Lady's Mantle with grey-green leaves and loose sprays of tiny, vef low- 
green flowers; Campanula Persicifolia - Bellflower with dark green leaves and 
nodding, cup-shaped flowers varying from white to pale and deep blue; 

Digitalis Grandifloni - Foxglove with spikes of primrose -ycUo» flowers on 
compact plants; Euphorbia Poiychroma - Spurge with sulphur-yellow flowers; 
GaiOanfia Goblin - Blanket flower with dwarf red and yellow flowers; Geum 
Lady Stratbedon - free flowering double yellow; Heucbera Bressingham 
Hybrids - coral bells; Nepeta Mussinu - Catmint with small flowered spikes 
and aromatic leaves; Doronkmm Cauc. Magnificum - yellow daisy-like 
flowers. 

Each variety will be despatched m a 9cm pot ready tor planting straight out 
following our horticultural instructions provided. The collection of 15 plants is 
available for just £14.95 and despatch will be in mid-March. 


• We Lncteifrv? our ccrrmlmen; to service. 
Quotty and voriBly by erffestng fwekre 
months guarantee on & our pfcnts. 

• fttcelnaubesdOiveiv 

• VfaucanfetunvMfriin Mdoysfaoftd 

re^unaof repiocernentd rotccsiTpielefoii, 
satisfied S 


24 hour credit cord order se r vice 
Hetbaceaus Border Oder, Blooms of 
Bressingham. MaB Order, Adma3 965 
(Bressin^iom), Dtes, Norfolk IP22 2BR. 
W& deliver to ol 'addresses in the UK. 
(oduefi^q Northern ir&tand. Offer 
stijject to avaitabBfy. „„„„ 

Own-. 


IBLCXDMS^ Bressingham w bhb 3 

jpteose send me- Hetooceous Border Cc>uecttor*<si <§■ £14.95 each 

■ Name: 

J Address: : 

I , Postcode: . 


1 1 enclose crossed cheque/pestoi order for £ . 


. mace payable to I 


| Blooms of Bressingham or detail my Maslercord/Vtsa card by £ 

) Card No- Y~ ' j - J“ j - r'TT ! | ~l j — j j - Expiry Dcte: • 

I Orders to: HERBACEOUS BORDER OFFER, BLOOMS OF BRESSINGHAM, Mai 
I Order, Adman 965 (Bressinghoml. Oiss. Norfolk. 1P22 2BR. 

" Boom Mtcwflnom Mad O met K n auaton o' Wft Cow Dft Ivw CK> not uan to mt.i.r kjfuK m*-. 

| nom egrponx; tw £»oc- u). >o hew ■ 

. P»o usamx. »»n«tuc.&iiB*Mi'HiBoaa tarn, isusx oui> No :'moh| BHt 


Did you roast on your patio last summer? 
Was your conservatory too hot to sit in? 
Is your furniture fading in the sunlight? 


.J/jinionance I rife 
Aluminium construction 

lTide range oi'anracrive, 
wa te rp roof’ fabric des igns 

.J/anuhictured to rhe 
highest specification with 
all work fullv cuaranteed 


SPRING 


on all 1 9.9^-i a5|xi^L^jgn'sS 


SALE 


Exterior Call now for further information 

Conservatory Blinds : _ ^ _ 

07000 781973 

bv stopping tbs heal true ring fl/t Millennium Slvtde £' Shutter Company 


but not the ficht 


CUBTi HOUSE y THIRD avENL’t h 0V£ EA5 - SUSSi> 








]§l -Lvi f in ^ ^ ISf 




f JS/ 


’ 7 -~\ ; 

i. X FLORAL ARCHES 


PERGOLAS. BOWERS. 
GAZEBOS & WALKWAYS 






OBELISKS 

SCREENS AND 
PANELS 


7- 

P$X 0 


To; Asntranvss Lie.. Brochure 4445. Charlivooas R-»d. 
East Gnnsieaa. Susse> HH19 2HG. 

Name 

ACCrcss — ._ . 


| FREE CATALOGUE g 01342 310000 [24hrs) FAX: 01342 31Q099.| 
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Drained, sprayed, and 



The countryside is under threat. The story of Barbara Sutton and the family smallholding 
which was razed for efficiency is typical of the march of ‘progress'. Jack O'Sullivan reports 


W hen Barbara Sutton was a 
child in the Fifties, her sum- 
mers were spent idyllically on 
her grandparents’ 300-acre 
farm near Sfcecness, beneath the big 
skies of the Lincolnshire fens. Her days 
were spent on the back of Peggy, the fam- 
ily s shire horse, charged with ploughing 
and harrowing the rich, arable soils at the 
back of Incold me! Is near Addlethorpe. 
Each morning she would help milk the 20 
cows so early that, on returning for break- 
fast, she would hear “Good Morning 
Campers”, drifting across the land from 
the Butlins camp on the coasL Then there 
would be haymaking, and in the evening 
milking again, before heading home to a 
farmhouse rhat had no electricity, a single 
cold water tap. a single gas lamp and beds 
specially made up for the children out of 
birds’ feathers. 

“It was a perfect life,” she recalls. “Par- 
adise." But earlier this week, we travelled 
with Mrs Sutton to the site of the old 
farm. Where once there were orchards of 
plums, apples and cherries, there is noth- 
ing. The willow that stood beside the 
bridge over a dike has now gone. Indeed, 
there isn't even a farm gate. Ail the trees 
have been uprooted, save one sycamore 
which looks, after being struck by light- 
ening, like the sole survivor of a massacre. 
The hedges that surrounded the settle- 
ment are gone. Of the farmhouse and out- 
buildings. bulldozed in the Sixties, there 
is not a trace. All that remains are vast, 
featureless fields - a prairie that wouldn't 
look out of place in America's Midwest, 
drained, sprayed, artificially fertilised, 
tidied, a land devoid of insects, birds, wild 
mammals and people. Where there were 
once five small forms leading from a 
sleepy lane, there is just one, consolidated 
agribusiness, where the only thing that 
moves across the monotonous landscape 
is a huge tractor. 

Yet this is supposed to be a model of 
British agricultural success. A land that 
has produced huge profits from decades 
of EU grain subsidies and more recently 
has cashed in on the explosion of prices 
on the world market. 

“I don’t come back very often,” says 
Mrs Sutton, whose family sold up in 1961. 
“I feel so sad when I visit. To me this par- 
ticular spot is like hallowed ground. No 
one can take it away from me, because I 
have my memories. But I’ve always won- 
dered what happened to a tin we buried 
in concrete, when my step-grandfather 
built an extension to the milking parlour. 
We left a few things in that tin, messages 
and so on, which we thought would be 
there for 1,000 years. We didn't realise the 
whole place would be gone in five years." 

Mrs Sutton's tale has been played out 
across Britain since the Second World 
War, when the first of many incentives for 
intensive forming led fanners to forsake 
traditional mixed fanning in favour of 
industrial techniques owing more to ICI’s 
laboratories than to histoids great agri- 
cultural innovators - Turnip Townshend, 
Roben BakewelJ and Jethro Tull. 



The way it was (above): the house and the old hay rick. Right*. Mrs Sutton on the site of her home. Only the sycamore remains to remind her of her childhood 
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A fierce indictment of post-war hus- 
bandry has been published by Graham 
Harvey, better known for nostalgic images 
of the shires, cultivated in The Archers, of 
which Harvey is the agricultural story edi- 
tor. His book, 7he Killing of the Country- 
side, is a call to arras for lovers of Britain's 
coumjyside. a plea to save from the 
"grim reapers” of modem farming the 
riches that inspired Edith Holden to 
write The Country 1 Diary of on Edwardian 
Lady , and to avoid a future more remin- 
iscent of TS Eliot’s The Wasteland. 

Perhaps most worrying about the book 
are its predictions of what may be com- 
ing next. For if you think that, in the era 
of “set-aside” and food surpluses, agri- 
business has done its worst to the country- 
side, Harvey will put you straight He 
warns that Britain faces, with the active 
collusion of government even greater 
intensification of farming. Big landown- 
ers. he says, now seek to drive down costs 
so Britain can compete against the US in 
the great new grain export markets of 
China and Asia where affluence is bring- 
ing huge increases in the demand for meat 
and, with it. demand for grain animal 
feeds. In short you ain’t seen nothing yet 
if you fear for the rural landscape being 
turned into an industrialised desert. 


There is an alternative to this night- 
marish prospecL The images of a differ- 
ent future can be found in isolated spots 
where formers with a devotion to the land 
keep faith with older ideals than profit 
and loss accounts. 

This week, Rosamund Young was 
enjoying just such a vision on the 390-acre 
form she works with her mother Maty and 
her brother Richard. The form, near 
Broadway in Worcestershire, across the 
Vale of Evesham, is a haven for wildlife. 
The tall, undipped hedges and long, 
uncut verges at Kite’s Nest Farm are pro- 
viding shelter for an explosion of spring 
wild flowers: violets, wood anemones, 
primroses, dog’s mercury. In a week or so 
the bluebells will be out, along with the 
first of the orchids, to be followed later 
by wood sorrel and then, in the summer. 
Dyer’s greenweed, a very rare, low. 
broom-lflce plant with yellow flowers. 

As you drive through the farm, dozens 
of ground-nesting yellowhammers rise up 
from the meadows and a charm of 
goldfinches feed on thistleheads. The 
songbirds have found their voices among 
the herd of cattle, with animals of afl ages, 
that graze in the pastures. Kite's Nest 
seems more like a nature reserve than a 
conventional farm. 


This oasis has grown directly out of the 


Youngs' forming methods, which reject 
isive techniques of modem agri- 


the intensive i 
culture. No pesticides, crop sprays, arti- 
ficial fertilisers, special hormones, anti- 
biotic growth promoters or feed from 
ground animal carcasses are used on their 
organic farm. 

“As a family we are desperately worried 
about the damage being done to the land 
by forming today," says Rosamund Young. 
"Even at the expense of profit, we are let- 
ting areas grow wild.” So, fin: example, the 
hedges are spared the annual brutalities 
of the flail mow, a device which has served 
the obsessional tidiness of so many farm- 
ers by cutting hedgerows down to a level 
that offers scant cover for nesting birds 
and inadequate breaks against winter 
winds. 

But perhaps the most unusual scene at 
Kite’s Nest is the cattle. “We allow the 
cattle to live in extended families. They 
look after each other. Grandmothers 
teach their daughters how to bring up 
their children. They choose a nice place. 
The cattle stand together for hours, as if 
in conversation, before a calf is bom. The 
older ones teach the young where the 
water troughs are, where the best grass is, 
how to get shelter from the cold. They 


need much less help from us. Whereas if 
you separate them by age, having a field, 
say, of one-year-olds, yon get the same 
problems.as if you leave children alone - 
a herd of deimquent boys who, instead of 
grazing calmly, roam around looking for 
something to da” 

The Youngs don’t raise cattle for milk 
- except to serve their personal needs 
and they ensure that a calf is suckled for 
a year before a sibling is born. They have 
been surprised to discover - as has the 
local vet - that none of their animals has 


worms, even though no prophylactic 


t P n 

drugs are added to feed (Most British 


farm animals and many domestic ones, 
have worms, providing a huge market for 
pharmaceutical. products-) The form’s 
worm-free status is believed to be linked 
to the wide range of land over which the 
cattle can graze and the immunities 
passed on to calves by a long period of 
suckling (they are about four moaths.old 
before they eat much grass). 

Slaughter is performed as humanely as 
possible. Calves are taken only when 
weaned, and normally when a cow already 
has other calves. An appointment for first 
thing in the morning is made at the near- 
est abattoir, while it is still fresh from its 
overnight cleaning. The cattle are trans- 


ported in pairs and killed within minutes 
of arrival. The meat is then brought back 
to the form for butchering. 

There has never been a case of BSE on 
the form. Indeed, artificial feed - ibe 
source of BSE - has not been used on the 
form since 1967, when Mary Young was 
horrified to discover, only after Poirot- 
style detective work, that cattle cake 
comprised ground-up chicken bones and 
chicken manure, laced with aniseed to 
mask the taste. 

It isn’t an easy life. Rosamund Young 
says that none of the family has had a day 
off In five years. Sixteen-hour days are the 
norm. And the recession was hard on 


organic produce, killing off many small 
shops whic 


shops which had been opened in expect- 
ation of sales taking off. 

But customers now travel hundreds of 
miles to buy produce direct from Kite’s 
Nest Barm. £3.05 a pound for stewing 
steak and £3.98 for topside doesn't seem 
much to pay for the finest food and a 
safer, more bountiful countryside. Bar- 
bara Sutton, in Lincolnshire, would cert- 
ainly not flinch at it if she could have saved 
her childhood dream from obliteration. 

The Killing of die Countryside, by Gra- 
ham Harvey, is published by Jonathan 
Cape, price £17.99. 
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Feathers fly in raptor debate 


L ast autumn a gamekeeper 
confided to me that he had 
recently shot four buzzards in 
tbe space of 30 seconds as they 
emerged from a raid on his pheasant 
pen. “A double right-and-left!” he 
said, not withont satisfaction. Yet his 
memory of the incident was tinged 


with anxiety, for he knew that if he 
det 


had been detected, he would have 
been liable to a heavy fine. 

Dozens of gamekeepers all over 
Britain have no doubt taken the law 
into their own hands in similar fashion 
during the past year. Whether they 
have shot a sparrowhawk, poked out a 
goshawk’s nest or 
trampled a hen harrier's 
eggs into oblivion, they 
are goaded by the belief 
that birds of prey have 
become intolerably 
numerous. 

Many other country 
people share their 
conviction, and none 
more vociferously than 
John Pugh, a 
Breconshire hill farmer 
who recently held an open day at his 
home near Rhayader to encourage 
discussion of conservation issues. The 
fact that more than 60 people turned 
out was in itself a reflection of 
widespread concern; many were 
sympathetic farmers, but the company 
included several representatives of 
national organisations, not least one 
from Mr Pugh’s bite noin , the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds. ■ 

The main purpose of the day was 
to make professional 
conservationists face the realities of 
country life, from which Mr Pugh 
reckons they are far removed, and in 
particular to stir up the debate about 
raptors which is coming to the boil 
countrywide. 

The RSPB has just brought out 
Birds of Prey in the UK - Back from 
the Brink, a report showing that most 
species of raptor have increased 
significantly in recent years. 


Sparrow-hawks, for instance, are 
now thought to number 35,000 pairs,, 
and peregrines have recovered from 
the nadir of the Sixties, to which they 
were reduced by organochlorine 
pesticides, to 1,300 pairs, the highest 
total recorded this century. The 
same document insists that full legal 
protection of raptors mnst be 
maintained. It also records a steep 
fall in the numbers of songbirds: 
skylarks, song thrushes, tree, 
sparrows and bullfinches have all 


gone down by more than 50 jper cent 



Duff Hart-Davis 


in the past 25 years. Yet the RSPB 
attributes their demise to inimical 
forming practices, and 
concludes that 
“sparrowhawks are not 
a significant cause of 
these declines”. Such 
remarks are red rags to - 
the likes of John Pugh; 
who maintains that 

members of the RSPB 
are no better than ' 
“blood sports 
enthusiasts”. He claims 
that, by supporting the' 

- obsessive protection of raptors, they 
are in effect promoting mass 
slaughter every day of the year. 

“Who are they to say that I cannot 
have peewits and curlews on my 
land?" he demands. “Who are they to ■ 
say that I cannot have bullfinches in 
. my hedges? Why should I have all .. 
these hawks killing everything?" 

He points out that the RSPB 
already culls magpies and crows on 
some of its reserves, and now he is ’ 
calling for an immediate ch ange, in 

the law which would enable 

landowners to take out licences for 
cutting peregrines; sparrowhawks and 
goshawks. He maintains that ius 
crusade is gathering support, aid 
predicts that if no positive action is 
taken within the next few months, an ■ 
alternative, more realistic bind society. 
wiU come into being, with 50,000 
domestic pigeon fanciers as instant - 
starter members. 



The killing of buzzards, if detected, 
can incur heavy fines 


Less aggressive lobbyists are 
surprised, to put it mildly, that the 
RSPB has fired off its latest 
broadside without awaiting the report 
of the five-year joint raptor study novt 
coming to an end at Langholm, the 
Duke of Buccleuch’s estate in 
Dumfriess-shire The aim of this 
major investigation, in which the 
RSPB itself has been taking part, 
along with the Game Conservancy 
Trust, the Institute for Terrestrial 
Ecology and other bodies, is to study 
the interaction of grouse and harriers 
Its conclusions are eagerly awaited, 
and will be the talking-point of the 
summer. 

; - Meanwhile, here-on the Cotswold 
■ escaipmeat,.iny neighbour has just . 
lost Ids eighth tumbler pigeon in as 
many weeks to our resident - 
spairowbawk, which flickers up and 
down, the lane like a grey shadow. 

1 Unlike John Pugh, Dave take his 
losses calmly* reckoning that he has 
to live' in. harmony with nature. But 
hot.eveiyoae is that philosophical, 
and fireworks are to be expected. 
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Jake Fiennes, a gamekeeper 
(and brother of the more 
famous Ralph), explains how 
raising birds for shooting 
improves the wild habitat 




inter’s spell is broken. The 
earth stirs. Leaves burst, 
buds erupt. Songbirds herald 
- - dawn and a woodpecker taps 

a steady-rhythm on the bark of an old oak. 

A bam owl slams the edges of the church- 
yard, swooping in. search of a scurrying 
mouse. The rooming mist evaporates. 
Another .working day! No lengthy queues, 
no rush hour, no road rage, no deadlines. 
PCs, faxes and mobile phones are aliens 
to this world. - 

My workplace of' 4,500 acres in Norfolk 
is an oasis of hedges, woods, spinneys and 
dew ponds, cosseted and cocooned from 
the surrounding desert of wheat fields, 
fuxne-fUled roads and antennaed, sodium- 
orange-fit villages. This is an ecosystem 
managed primarily for game birds, with 
huge fringe benefits io others. 

^eing a gamekeeper on a wild bird 
shoot is not solely about controlling pred- 
ators. If is about creating a suitable habi- 
tat for ground-nesting birds, it’s about 
control, not destruction. It's about man- 
agement, not disarray. The months of 
March to July are probably the most mag- 
ical and important to me. I aim to ensure 
a successful breeding season for all the 
birds, although this is not always assured 
due to unpredictable weather patterns. 
Keepers work closely with the fanning 
team on lay-outs of brooder crops, field 
margins, hedge-cutting plans, manage- 
ment of set-aside and the spraying of 
herbicides and insecticides. A brooder, 
crop is a spring (or sometimes winter) 


crop made up of a mixture of annn»i$ to 
produce seeds for food and cover for 
young birds in the summer and autumn. 
These run adjacent to field margins, a 
one-and-a-haif-metre uncut strip run- 
ning up a hedge or ditch that provides 
cover for young birds and also acts as a 
winter habitat for insect life. High hedges 
are used as windbreaks, cut only once 
every two to three years to leave berries 
for winter food and nesting for songbirds. 
Herbicides are kept to a minimum and 
insecticides are seldom sprayed after the 
middle of June. Insects are vital as part 
of the diet to promote the healthy growth 
of young birds. 

Woods are split up into small spinneys 
and belts composed of conifer and decid- 
uous trees. They are thinned every five 
yearn and rides are cut each autumn to 
encourage the growth of wild flowers and 
help ensure strong, tall trees free of 
competition, v 

In addition to managing their habitat, 
we supplement the birds’ diet with hop- 
pers of wheat at which they can feed ad 
lib. All birds visit these hoppers with 
increasing frequency in hard weather 
and rely on them right up until the begin- 
ning of May when wild food becomes suf- 
ficient 

There is a downside to all this man- 
agement The knock-on effect creates an 
explosion in foe population of predators 
and grazers, which have in turn to be con- 
trolled. It’s well known that keepers and 
faxes have little in the way of sympathy 



‘Would 1 swap places with a city dweller? No chance' 


for each other. The gorgeous appearance 
of those red creatures belies the masters 
of canning and opportunity that lie within. 
No keeper would wish to eradicate the 
fox, but numbers need to be kept to the 
minimum in sensitive areas. Yes, they do 
enjoy a tasty bird. Ask anyone who keeps 
chickens. 'When fox numbers decrease the 
rabbit and bare population rise. 

Rabbits are not easily tolerated by most 
formers and country dwellers; they can 
cause destruction of crops almost 
overnight Suppressing their numbers is 
an ongoing task. The expression “breed- 
ing like rabbits" is apt. 

Hares, now. don’t seem to cause the 
same animosity. Have you seen hares 
dancing in the fields at dusk on a spring 
evening? There is nothing more enchant- 
ing. But again, if numbers become unac- 
ceptable and threaten the balance, there 
has to be some culling. It is not an enjoy- 
able task, but hares are prone to disease 


when numbers increase and it’s much bet- 
ter to influence levels than to see slow 
death occur. We are fortunate, here, that 
we have a good population of hares, 
mainly due to sound estate management 
Much of the UK is now devoid of them. 
Stoats, weasels, grey squirrels and rats are 
also controlled, not lo the point of erad- 
ication, but just sufficiently to ensure that 
birds and smaller mammals have a good 
chance of survival. This also results in a 
healthy population of raptors. Last year 
five pairs of bare owls successfully reared 
their young, and we had numerous tawny 
owls. Hobbies, merlins, harriers, red kites 
and buzzards are also frequent visitors to 
the estate. Restricting the numbers of 
corvids such as jays, magpies and crows 
isn't easy, and they can cause major pre- 
dation to nests. The main preventive mea- 
sures are to leave verges and ditches uncut 
to hide nest sites, and to leave hedges to 
thicken to make access difficult. 


Keepers are themselves a rare breed 
not yet ready for culling, and wild keep- 
ers even more so. They arc. without 
doubt, an important part of rural life; dare 
I say. they are custodians with an in-depth 
and hands-on knowledge of British wild 
life. They are part of a system that goes 
back hundreds of years and, if managed 
correctly, with care and attention to all 
animal and plant life, is of utmost bene- 
fit to the continuum of wildlife in the 
countryside. Keepers are at the forefront 
of the drive to reintroduce the wild grey 
partridge, and to maintain stocks of pure 
wild pheasants, which are not as common 
as many people would imagine. Life and 
death walk hand-in-hand in the country- 
side. Predators must be limited, even if 
only on specially selected sites, in order 
to encourage species that would otherwise 
disappear. Grey squirrels, for example, 
have caused the virtual demise of the red 
squirrel, and American mink have caused 
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considerable damage to our waterways. 

We live on u small island that is virtu- 
al ly overrun by the human race. Since the 
Industrial Revolution pollution has spi- 
ralled. Pollution does not discriminate. 
Habiiais have been lost. Species have had 
to adapt to a man-made environment of 
motorways, pylons, and urban and indus- 
trial development. Some manage better 
than others. No longer do we have a vil- 
lage population sustained by agriculture, 
and academic knowledge alone cannot be 
a substitute for living and working with 
nature. 

Occupation for many means exchang- 
ing lime for material gain. Occupation for 
me is time-consuming, loo. but is a priv- 
ilege. It offers hope for a heritage for our 
children, an opportunity to redeem some 
of man's mistakes. It is a chance to give 
our wild kingdom some oxygenated space 
and a hope of survival. Would I swap 
places with a city dweller? No chance. 
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0891 565 575 



THE DINNER CLUB (EftL *86). The 
nations only countrywide dining 
dub for urustachoo protes- 
slonal/buslness people aged 28 + 
Tyt; (01244) 3SOS37. Business 
opportunities ateo available 
(0I244J 549816. 

1ST CLASS SERVICE together w«i 
uvtvefled veto*. For LondonMan 
professionals exclusively. Wnd'S 
Eye Introductions nukes the dH- 
terence. CaB ftae 0BG0 43S9C2. 

THOUGHTFUL SENSITIVE 

WOUAN mid-40'e seeks cuitunlty 
hungry well- adjusted mate *5-55 
tor compsWonshp 5 tun- Honesty 
essential. UkOsnds oroj. Bov No 
1.2020 

KANTS LADV. 48 YRS OLD. snm, 
enjoys waOe In country, carnival 
hi Rio, inarm nights In Bott. WLTM 
slmBtu gentlemen for friendship 
end is nawvec. Bax No toot 8. 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 
please call 
Seema 
Chaudhry 
on 

0171 293 
2347. 


PROFESSIONAL MALE. 35, IRISH, 
sincere, caring. imelWgenL llkos 
toctaUalng, travel 8 cinema. 
WLTM ■ female In London, lor 
friendship and romance. Bo* No 
L2017. 

MALE. 48. GRADUATE, ilea, 
relsrra. thouqtntul. afllueM. seeks 
female for discreet lunches. P.0 
Box 47. Kardfworih. CVS tZL 

SUCCESSFUL VORKSHIREMAN 
BSc Hons. Own business, 
detached house. Rich but uncon- 
ventkmaL 5*10". Bungle. 46 Seeks 
InlelDgenl UBtmcUve looking 
lemeta for meaningful ruteiwn- 
Sflip. Bov No C2DI4. 

MUSICAL. YOUNG 50'S, prof F. I’m- 
gubt, psychology, walks. WLTM 
good enough M W. Yorks. Bo* No 
1:2013. 

PROFESSIONAL FEMALE. 54 yts 
okL abm. dsrk hab, SE*. articulate, 
edo cared, independent H>es 
iraveL Radio *. orana. nwslc. lit- 
eralure. Seeks Wee minded male 
companion- Exe ter. B ox No h201 Z 

PROF. PETITE. ATTRACT, woman 
witn wafting boots, seeks man 
4(Ts with 4 wheels and a sense of 
dfrscwm. io expkve lown 8 coun- 
try avenues. LondotvSE. Bo* No 
12015. 

ACTIVE SEMI-BET PROF. M:«ML 
GtL Xlm. age 68 goktg on 58. lives 
In even nvjfH flnawrrl tarmhouse (n 
central Italy. I merest 6 Include 
doing new things, enjoying Be In 
o rtiwM kind of way. Seeks 
friendship end hopefully much 
more. WLTM caring, intelligent, 
attract)**, mature F.. any naOonaE 
iry. who mlghl enjoy protp&ci ol 
developing partnership, having 
tun. Photo appreciated. Bo* No 
I--2KM 


Personal 



r^W<^> arCl 

» 'F.n'i’S u .nta o-o -• z — i.o •< r 

•J C/hit/itf” 'access rate... j** 

Cointtie* 'Cfang tcnii y< i(ii!f,ii'.hipU cm sIimc.** 

I -.w-W 0)753 8303S0 ' 0:l-T: 0171499 9626 

JV, - J v ll:r,„!r- 111. -,-l - '.W„„W. -'si 3'SI’K "i 


Ichm The 

* ffjrklini: r»'uri , i Dnihvv 

* E« >111- k*r .ill juv ipb’iii'n 

[HERTS-ESSEX 
• SUFFOLK 

| Oil ft-jinr l«.«r j frrfftdh 
chat *Iav rip Shore 

01277 352742 


Bl CtPC PROF. 45, sflm. GSOH. n s 
seeks couple; singles for fun and 
genuine friendship Photo appee- 
CUdea South East Bov No 1-2049. 

41 YR OLD GRADUATE, solvent, 
piolesslonol male, single, no 
dependents, many vaded ml er- 
ects including books 6 films. 
WLTM mtemgent F 3(M0 lor 
friendship 6 romance Susset 
Bo* No LT05! 


Charities 



YOUR WILL... 

can brig to maoj 
cUdiv people who have 

£tvre so oioch 

...and are no* in need of help 
Uwm>clve>i - wWi numnf 
hivne fee- or convak^-enec 
and in many ocher u*« 
Plea-e a-X ihr NBl m sbtn* 

you how you can **• up J 
legacy, a covenanted 
-ub-enpuon. or please send 
a dnuainm n>: 

The Secretary 
The National Beaemlefll 
lmiiatkm 
61 Bnytwaier Road 
Loodwi WS 3PG 
TH. 0t:i-71i08ZI j 


■Cheshire Cats' Social Gump 

.\k your irwndi- oil 

aurncJ hj\ inc hohies. li>r 
pad plain bonne i’ L-v-t^nf: 
ni cipjnd »Mur hOjI opcIc’ 
Then |u:n Cheshire Cals - the 
wv Lhoiin.c lVWiv 
M imhers Out* 

For just S^h. receive cctaifs 
of .ill our Member, plus 
imiMtrems te tun -Scnl 
event., abort brejl.-. and 
htdjr*. 

01625 613256 

U Hours' AHSWrrhotu' 


STUNNING BLONDE EXEC, F35, 
5'9". gonUo but advonwrous. 
enjoys travW. 8 * 1109 . arts, cook- 
ing. and hit! walking. Socks tall. 
goOd-Jpotong. InloHlgenl M35-45, 
n/s. GSOH. No wfrnp* M4 Corn- 
dor. Bo* No 1:2052. 

PROFESSIONAL WOMAN 

. mature. wparawd .seeks careig 
ssriouc-minded our ligfrtheartsd 
man .whose *n*»gy mach» here. 
London. Pholo please. Box No 
12054. 


Public Notices 


NOTICE OF 
APPLICATION FOR 
NEW JUSTICES 
LICENCE 

I*. THE '.'Dl *.T, Ol LONDON 
Tr- Tin C.-mau. a-na H lot ihr 

Mn/.T- «'i> 

r Thr OnL ihr Lummy iuuiov 
I , the Ditiv.v .*i Ean ■LeerjJ 
To TV ilrtk i.- thi- fUiuij aadmri. 

i.-t ihr L.i'iV'ti Ski'-urfi of Irbup.^ 
V TV Fite UilLvin 
TIKE M.TKt ihji Alas Rmhtt-T 
.* Flat a I ' Brenrt St ten. L.<nJ. -a * I 
tomf I'.-r r*r vi moaih, 

.v thr trade ruJlny oi Area Vlinapn 
inirnj. lo Jl-rh >1 ihr L,o;n-mp 
lewri&i lie ihr -.ml Pnwin lo hr held 
o! The Mjp'lratf Conrl. Hifklmn 
Tiflin fl IMhup Sr«l l.-nJ.-n NT 
re MoiuLij ibe "Ui dat .rf Aynl I*' at 
IV Ju o'iol Bi Ihr l.enuee !•» ihr 

p.. , i-v- r.it yr.ru li- him of i Jumper-' 

Lkoict onifa-.teMDy rum lo tell h* irtaJ 

Olf'.terCJttBt IbflBTOf* fl* 

o n- oa or Ml Ihe ptenio 

wlvtic il m.l H hr Ldowp js k .amro 
S^iutv Fir.; jivl Src-.-sd ILvn of ? f 
, d J Divnicr'. CivuivL Fir-I and 
yi-'ttJ fl^n .*T ‘ itkl v hiinji.-n HyA 
Sirrn Uivli'eM 

GIVEN LNPEF. OL-R HANDf. Ibe. 
I.Vh Ai- .4 Mrftb !■“- 

p.MSNry s co. a.**inmc h>im 

IN FVn Sjeet L*Lv EOSA JC<« 
S-folm Ilti Actlkintej ipmt. lor 
aNl i 41 Viaf •■T ihr -at J .APfiuau 


CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing you and all our 
other advertisers every 1 
..success and happiness for 
[ihe future. . 

Lvdependen 1 ' hearts 
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The label is 
the message 


I t’s a well-guarded secret in 
the rag trade that a plain 
white T-shirt bought whole- 
sale for £1 can be sold for £30. 
with a logo across the chest. 

We are a nation of shop- 
wearers. Parading expensive 
designer names such as Cabin 
Klein and Ralph Lauren is 
understandable, if vulgar. But 
the distinctly non-snob Next 
and Sweater Shop? Why? 

The couture houses in- 
vented the visible label, and 
are now worried that they 
have created a monster that 
may destroy them. In the 
Eighties. T-shirts, belts and 
key rings subsidised loss-mak- 
ing catwalk clothes. Now sales 
of such trinkets are falling 
because the next generation of 
buyersgrew up with French 
designer logos on their Baby- 
gros. and will pay just as much 
for clothes endorsed by rap 
stars and sports heroes. 

Enter Tommy Hilfiger. He 
was just another designer of 
casual wear until he stuck his 
red, white and blue flag logo 
on the gear. He is unashamed- 
ly mass-market. “Littlewoods 
catalogues agreed to carry 
him. so Harvey Nichols pulled 
out of their deal to stock him." 
chortled one relieved upmar- 
ket menswear supplier. 

“He’s a hugely successful 
Seventh Avenue clothing man- 
ufacturer - nothing high- 
fashion. jeans and jackets," 
analyses Lou Taylor, professor 
of dress history at Brighton 
Lhiiversity. “It poses an impor- 
tant threat to couturiers if the 
under- 25s grow up as im- 
pressed by a Hilfiger label as 
by a Chanel." 

As soon as a child is out of 
training pants, he or she is 
introduced to the world of 
labels. In this “soft" stage, the 
bait is usually Disney. The lat- 
est choices From Marks and 
Spencer include 101 Dalma- 
tians, the Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, Buzz Lightyear. Taz. 
Batman and Superman. Moth- 
ercare offers Action Man. Spi- 
derman, Rugrats. Lady and 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


... and you 
can’t get away 
from it, says 
Jane Furnival 

the Tramp, Thomas the Tank 
Engine and many others. 

Sport and skateboard cul- 
ture starts at about age eight 
By 10, socially you're nuffink 
without Nike. Label culture 
culminates in the sad, poor 
single mums who spend three 
weeks* child benefit on a pair 
of trainers for a child. 

Perhaps the most hideous 
motif is the Lacosie crocodile, 
the daddy of all labels. Who 
wants a £60 cotton polo shirt 
with a crocodile on it? Loads 
of Loadsamoneys in Liver- 
pool and Manchester, it seems. 

“In four years, we've 
doubled our sales.” says Peter 
Coulstock. Lacoste’s sales 
director. “The crocodile 
doesn't mean 'you’re buying a 
fashionable, expensive prod- 
uct*. but ‘it's the best quality’." 

Really? So if buyers care 
about “quality", why do they 
pay £10 for a fake Lacoste? 

Hawkshead. a mail-order 
company, is one of the few T- 
shirt companies that sell un- 
named clothes. When I asked 
why they were so restrained, 
they confessed to putting their 
logo on some new T-shirts. 
“Putting a logo on it lifts some- 
thing to a new- sphere,” rhap- 
sodises Paul Clarke, mer- 
chandising director. 

The rip-off sphere, presum- 
ably. Ask any clothes compar- 
and they will say that their 
fashion is “customer led". Bui 
I have never heard customers 
begging to pay extra to be 
moving billboards. 

“They wear labels," thinks 
Dr Haifa BelofL an Edinburgh 
social psychologist, “to demon- 
strate to their rivals that they 
can afford to spend more than 
the clothes are worth." Patron 
saints of label-lovers arc Hany 


EnGeld and Kathy Burke’s 
vulgar TV couple: “I couldn't 
help noticing that we have 
more money than you” 

Wayne Hemingway, founder 
of the trend}' British fashion 
house Red or Dead, refuses to 
put a plain logo on a white T- 
shirL “Overpricing plain T- 
shirts with logos is immoral," 
he says. **We play around with 
our logo, put it into rude 
shapes or whatever." 

Will there be an anti-label 
backlash? Tom Chapman, who 
sells branded names at his 
shop Matches in Wimbledon, 
says many customers ask for 
the name to be removed. 

Pierre Cardin was the first to 
devalue himself by over- 
franchising his name. Couture 
companies, haunted by this, 
are actively looking for substi- 
tutes for labels. 

When Karl Lagerfeld took 
over Chanel, he put a stop to 
the famous double-C logo 
which had come to mean 
“dead common". Instead, 
models in his most recent col- 
lection wore diamond camel- 
lias worth £10.U00 each. 

There's lahels and labels. 
“I'm proud of the fact that my 
kids don't want Armani oh 
their arses." says Rita Britton, 
of Pollyanna in Barnsley. “My 
son will wear a sweater from 
me. but scour the second-hand 
shops for a £10 array jacket or 
an original Levi’s jacket." So 
some labels are acceptable, as 
long as the}' re 30 years old. 

Fashion victim labels: 

For men: Adidas Track suit, 
£49.99. Spans Division stores. 
For women: Moschino Cheap & 
Chic T-shirt, from £69: D&G 
jeans. £85: CK jumper. £85. All 
from Han ev tficlioh. London 
SWl. 

For both: Eiisu jeans. £250. 
from Browns of South Mohon 
Street. London Wl. and 
Pollyanna. Barnsley. Yorkshire. 
Trainers: bike Triax in beige 
leather. £49.99: Caterpillar Bold 
in brown leather. £69.99. both 
from Sports Dh ision. 
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The ubiquitous label says more about you than mere personality ever can 


; A ■ single- friend fwfio . 

_ I\: shall remain name-.; 

less), distraught at 
:£■ ' l.fte thought of tam- 
ing 30 v^3st still on the 
shcl^, recent^ advertised 
herself in the personal pages. 
She wouldn’t Jet me see her . 
self-description, which I - 
imagine was wildly inaccu- 
rate. - 

- Agriielling couple of. 
weeks then ensued, during 
which she met a succession 
of shart, : hald,;fat, moosta- 
chfoed, sweaty accountants, . 
who had also been econ- . 
omicai With the truth in their 
personal profiles. ' > . 

After sharing Thai Mon- •. 
golian, Indian, tapas, French, 
and chicken McNuggets with 
the short list of candidates, * 
■she naturally -felt a little con- . 
.fused, and was suffering 
from wicked heartburn. In . 
the end ste plumped for the ’ 
tapas option (youcan have . 
as little or as much as you 
fancy) and chose Jose, a 5ft : _ 
4in salsa instructor from Bal- 
ham., !.- ** ■ 

Josfi was apparently ener- * 
geticin every field, but just a 
tut too^short {even in his 
Cuban heels),50 once she 
had mastered a mdmbb " 
merengue ami knew what 
espinacas con garboraos 
were/she bid him adios, and ' 
reran her ad. 'V . ■ 

. V Curious about whether she 
! tHrioglif she was a slim NTS 
with a GSOH, I purchased a~ 
copy of the paper o n th e day 
her. ad was due to appear, 
and then wasted a whole 
mbrnm g'i pegmftrisedbythe 
Coaten&oLtbe personal. - 

pages tonelies who do this 
often are obvimsfydit fait 
with the jargon, hut, for the, 
novice, pereonaispatois is 
somewhat confusing. Thkfr 
“Turkish businessman^ 34, V 
6ft, bladk/blue” - is this man 
indeousty.bniBed? On "Guf- 
going female. 5ft 4in, ■ 
blonde-green” r a lonely , . 
Martian? . 

Women have three prior- - 
ities-when describing their 
ideal man: they want them . . 
“sdivept**, “professional”,- 
and “tall"; whereas men • : ' •* 


classified • independent traders 


seek women who are 
“attractive”, “intelligent 

.’and into “lotig-lasOng rela- 
tionships. Most women 

describe themselves as w 
“attractive” and “blonde . 
but none describe them- 
’ selves as either “solvent or 
“honest”-. Me* 1 also see 
“attractive” when they look 
in the mirror and twice as 
many men as women 
describe themselves as “car- 
ing" or “adventurous . ■ 

' Where are all these unat- 
inched, caring hunks? In the 
Hebrides? The gorgeous, 
single blondes are, I imag- 
ine, off doing a spot of gold- 
digging in their spare time. 

Snappy titles are supposed 
. to tempt and attract: “End- 
less Possibilities? is a male 
who wants a woman of any 
age and any nationality, with 
a view to ma/riage; “Free 
Tickets!” is all that a “caring 
classical music journalisr” 
has to offer, and “15110. 

*Ello” is a “happy, adventur- 
ous policeman”, who wants 
to feel more than just your 
collar. I don’t think “Enfield 
Man” or “Of Course It W3I 
. Work” will have their diaries 
bulging next week. And Td 
be wary of any man who 
‘ seeks an “open-minded ”, 
“busty” or “uninhibited” 

. woman “for good time”. 

• After a long elimination 
process, I think I found my 
friend’s ad: “Pretty female. 
27, seeks, banister for 
. romance” -pretty is a mat- 
ter of opinion, and 27 is a 
downright lie, but I know 
she’s appearing in court for a 
speeding offence in two 
weeks’ time, so her request 
is, I suppose, reasonably gen- 
uine. 

Get that loving feeling 
(but make sure you get that 
full- length photo first): 

'Prime Eye*. Eye Lave - dic- 
tate vour ad with your credit 
cordon 0171-439 1151. £ 1 . 75 
per word, plus £8 fora box 
number. . .: . 

'‘Evening Standard', Hot Tick- 
ets, Meeting Point ( Thursdays ) 
- placeyourad free on 0800 
200201 • 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Designer carpets are the latest word in interior decoration, writes Amicia De Moubray 







A revolution is taking place under- 
root. Carpets are suddenly 
becoming de rigueur. Not fitted 
carpets, yon understand, but 
designer carpets, with a capital 
u. tn a. nation that is interior-decorating 
mad, it is curious that until recently carpets 
were largely ignored Odd, when you con- 
sider that carpets are often an integral part 
of a room’s overall appearance. I suspect 
it is because expertise in carpets is gener- 
ally regarded as esoteric, and best left to 
the experts. 

Not since the Twenties has there been 
such a wide choice of rugs available by indi- 
vidual contemporary designers. “There 
has been a great deal more interest in the 
past year,” says Christopher Rtrr , who has 
almost single-handedly been responsible 
for die contemporary rug renaissance. He 
began as an artist, became a dealer in Ori- 
ental rugs, then turned to designing con- 
temporary rugs and is now a dealer in con- 
temporary furniture, and has done much 
to encourage individual artists to de sig n 
carpets. 

u l realised that the supply of good ori- 
ental rugs was dwindling and that diere was 

a potential demand for a more modern 
product,* he says. Giflian Ayres,. Kate 
Blee, Maxime de la Falaise, Josef Herman, 
Bill Jacklin and a couple of fashion lumi- 
naries, Romeo Gigli and Rifat Ozbek, are 
just a few of an impressive list of design- 
ers working with Christopher Barr. The rugs 
are made up by village craftswomen in 
Konya, central Turkey, using handspun 
yams, natural dyes, and traditional tech- 
niques of hand-knotted weaving. “They are 
modem rugs in the old traditional style. Jist 
because they are modem it doesn't mean 
the rugs are confined to contemporary inte- 
riors; they can look great with wonderful 
old antiques. The exciting opportunities 
presented by commissioning designs from 
living artists and designers is be ginning to 
catch on* 

The Matt Collection, by the rug designer 
Helen Yardley. a range of five mgs all cost- 
ing less than £1.000 (two of them less than 
£50ftV. was launched at 100% Design in 
October last year. 

“I decided that there was a need for a 
more affordable range of rugs,” says Helen, 
the bulk of whose work is one-off com- 
missions for architects and designers. 
Notable for their sophisticated colour 
palettes, her Matt Collection rugs are 
widely varied in appearance, but they afl 
show an intuitive understanding of form 
and shape. They' would look just as good 
hanging on a walL “Designing rugs is 
really about how things are placed in a rect- 
angle. I do not want tilings to be expected." 
She is a graduate of the Royal College of 
Art. and has been influenced by Henri 
Matisse, Robert Motherwell, Roger Hilton 
and isamu Noguchi. 

British-born Christine Van Der Hurd, 
based in New York, is well known in 
America for her exuberant and often 
vividly coloured designs. She exhibited a 
collection of her rugs for the first time in 
Europe at 100% Design last year. Enor- 
mously diverse in style, many of her designs 
show the influence of her original career 
as a textile designer working in fashion and 
home furnishings for firms such as Mary 
Quant, BrBA. Liberty and Osborne & Lit- 
tle. Amongst the most elegant of her mgs 
is “Tra la la", which depicts a curly, snaking 
line framed by a wiggly border. "Day” is a 
black line.on a cream ground; “Night" is 
the reverse, a cream line on a black ground. 
Other designs include a witty amalgam of 





Artworks 

underfoot 
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One of the most influential forces behind the 
rennaissance of Tug art* Is designer Christopher 
Farr. He has realised that there is a demand for a 
more modem product made with traditional methods. 
He has attracted an impressive list of designers who 
are teen to work with him 
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Wheat joins the gravy train 

Sheila Prophet ruminates on the latest substitutes for meat 

M eat is off the menu in millions of The soya products are the longest Fusarium Gramineurum, dfscovc 
British households because chi)- established, having been used in the east fields around Marlow. BucJtinghai 
dren arc shnplv refusing to eat it. for thousands of years, and widely avail- in the 1960s by scientists seeking 


M eat is off the menu in millions of 
British households because chil- 
dren arc simply refusing to eat it. 
A 'survey released last week by the Veg- 
etarian Society revealed that one in five 
families now has a child aged between 
four and 1 1 who is. in the industry jargon, 
a meat avoider. refusing io eat three or 
more kinds of meat. Beef is the least 
acceptable of alL with 38 per cent of chil- 
dren refusing to cat iL 
It is statistics like these that have per- 
suaded food companies to spsad mBliom 
of pounds dev eloping substitutes, dr meat 
analogues as they are called in the trade. 

The market in meat-free meals is worth 
ilOOm a vear and is growing steadily. 
Household names such as Birds Eye are 
treating it ven seriously, after their 
research showed more than 50 per cent 
of us new have two to three meat-free 
meals per week. The company has pro- 
duced a range of mainstream m eals 
aimed squarch ax families, with meat free 
sausages proving the best-seller, and 
grills and burners also doing well. Ross 
Foods has bad similar success with ihe^ 

- Linda McCanncs range of meals such as 

shepherd’s pies and lasagnas. 

if has taken years of research to pro- 
duce, substitutes that Iwk. taste. ^nd 
perhaps most important, feel jus* W* * he 
Smtag. But Spite the gnwiag Choree 
of foods on offer, the companies ail use 
the same basic material, vegetable pro- 
tein. which is currently 
four plants - soya, peas. 
cuscbselv related to the mushroom. 


The soya products are the longest 
established, having been osed in the east 
for thousands of years, and widely avail- 
able in the west for the last 30. Tofu is pro- 
duced by soaking, crushing and heating 
soya beans, the seeds of the soya plant 
to produce soya milk, which is then coag- 
ulated and pressed into a curd. Cauldron 
Foods, the largest producer of tofu in 
Britain says sales have risen by 25 percent 
year on year and says the BSE scare has 
given it a big boost. 

Textured vegetable protein (TVP) is 
made by grinding soya beans into flour, 
which is processed and dried to produce 
a sponge-like substance which can be 
given a meaty flavour. 

Arrum is a mixture of pea and wheat 
protein, which has made a successful entry 
by being chosen both by Birds Eye and 
Ross Foods as an ingredient in their ready 
meals. Lucas Ingredients, the company 
which has produced and patented it, says 
the key to its success is its chewability. 

“We looked into exactly what happens 
to the human mouth when it chews food, 
and we found in Amun a product that is 
very close to meat, with six chews to a 
bite," explains Lucas Ingredients’ David 
Rowland. “The brain receives similar 
feedback when eating Amun to that 
when eating meat." That gives Amun an 
edge over competitors, which can take up 
to 1 2 chews per bite, he says. 

Amun cannot yet be bought on its own, 
but that is io change over the next year. 

Quorn is already is a household name. 
It is produced from a tiny fungus called 


Fusarium Gramineurum , discovered in 
fields around Marlow. Buckinghamshire, 
in the 1960s by scientists seeking a new 
protein source. The fungus is fermented 
in huge tanks in a mixture of oxygen, glu- 
cose. nitrogen and minerals to produce 
myco-protein, a pale yellow dough-tike 
substance which is then flavoured, tex- 
tured and mixed with egg-white, without 
which it would fall apart when cooked. 

The public certainly likes it, but not 
everyone is completely happy with 
Quorn. The Vegetarian Society says that, 
reluctantly, it is unable to approve it 
because the eggs are not free-range. 
Marlow Foods says that is because it can- 
not find a large enough supply of free- 
range eggs and it hopes to resolve the 
problem. 

Anyway, vegetarians are not the com- 
panies’ primary targets. They are already 
converted. The companies have bigger 
markets in mind. 

Vegetable proteins are the perfect 
products for the Nineties. Not only are 
they “guilt-free", they are also high in pro- 
tein and low in fat, calories and choles- 
terol. And they do not have associations 
with horrors like mad cow disease or 
E Coli . 

The food companies are confident this 
market will grow in years ahead and 
research is continuing into new sources 
of meat-free food. If you thought Quora 
sounded like science fiction, wait till you 
see what they' are cooking up now. The 
latest research is examining the nutri- 
tional benefits of lupins. 


Christine Van der 
Hund has won a 
reputation for her 

exuberant and vivid 
designs, such as 
the Kasmir hand- 
knitted rug, right. 

She uses a variety 
of means of 
manufacture 


influences from two contrasting sources, the 
architect and designer Gio Ponti, and the 
fashion designer Emilio_Pucti, entitled, 
unsurprisingly. “Ponti-Pucci". Apart from 
hand-tufting. Christine Vhn Der Hurd uses 
a variety of mans of manufacture, includ- 
ing hand-knotting, needlepoint and over- 
tufted machine-made broad! oom. 

Another sign of the growing interest in 
rugs is that the Edinburgh Tapestry Com- 
pany, which has an international reputation 
for its superb tapestries, has added rugs to 
its range. A group of leading contemporary 
artists and designers - including Elizabeth 
Blackadder. John Bellany. Sally Greaves- 
Lord. Leonard McComb and Kaffe Fassen 
- have created a studio collection of rugs- 
Prices range from £1,500 to £1300. Rugs 
can also be designed to clients* specific- 
ations. The rugs are made using a hand- 
tufting gun that “shoots” the yarn through 
a strong doth with the design already' drawn 
on to iustretched over a wooden frame. The 
rug is then latexed and covered with a hes- 
sian backing. Finally, a smooth finish is 
achieved with a shearing machine, likened 
by the artists to a lawnmower. 

JAB. a German firm well known in this 
country for its furnishing fabrics, has been 
making modem designer rugs since 1974. 
but has only recently decided to sell them 
in the British Isles. The Design Edition is 
a mixture of hand-tufted and woven rugs, 
some intriguing]}' inlaid with strips of 
leather, or copper and silver discs. 

If you are after something more trad- 
itional. Liberty's rug department always has 
more than 3,000 rugs in stock, at prices 
from £25.000 to £60,000. The department 
is aw'ash with nigs, in piles, hanging from 
the wall and scattered across the floor. “I 
want it to look a bit wrecked, like a true Ori- 
ental bazaar's. People mustn’t be put off,” 
says Ron Stewart, the buyer. “We turn over 
alt the stock at least once a year.” Mr Stew- 
art makes frequent buying trips to Pakistan. 
India. Iran and Russia. “Iran and Afghan- 
istan are our two main areas, because they 
offer the biggest variety and arc the most 
interesting in terms of old and new trad- 
itional designs," he says. “People tend to 
associate us with traditional designs but I 
believe we should be more innovative, and 
we hope to be introducing a new range of 
carpets based on Japanese textile prints 
later this year. We sell to a huge range of 
customers from students to OAPs. We can 
arrange for one-off commissions which can 
take anything between four months io a 
year to execute. When trying to advise cus- 
tomers wc begin by asking a few standard 
preliminary questions to try to narrow down 
their requirements. For instance: is it going 
to take a real pounding? What shape is the 
room? And so on. My advice is always: 
“Buy what you like; never skimp; and buy 
a bigger one, because it seems cheaper/’ 

Christopher Farr, 115 Regent's Park Road. 
London AW7 (0171-916 7690): also at 212 
Westboume Grove, London U'H. 

The Man Collection by Helen Yaniley, A-Z 
Studios, 3-5 Hardnidge Street. London SE1 
(0171-403 71141. 

Christine l tin Der Hurd (01 71-584 3064). 
The Edinburgh Tapestry Company \ Dovecot 
Studios. 2 Dovecot Road, Edinburgh (0131- 
3344118). 

Liberty Regent Street, London W1 (0171-734 
1234), 

Design Edition by JAB is available from John 
Charles Interiors, Birmingham (0121-120 
3977): Castle Curtains, Faxrock, Co Dublin 
(00353 1 295 5100) and J a tries Archibald 
Aberdeen (01221 596181). 
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The 

Trouser 



For details of your nearest stockist 
call our Information Hodine 01375 855388 
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BRITAIN’S FINEST HALLMARKED 

Solid Silver Cutlery 


O N L Y 


1*1 OOC 44 piece set 
A* A ^37 3 for 6 people 

15 ELEGANT DESIGNS \ 

smaller k larger sets available J| 
direct from Qaeoe 


United Cutlers 

Pure Succi, Sheffield S4 XLL Fax: 01 14 243 7128 


PHONE 0114 243 3984 



Or send io: United C inters, FREEPOST, Sheffield SI 772 , 
Please send me your FREE colour brochure. 

Tiilr Naiur 



3* 





£ ©IhBfatnaiflk 

KGINGERR 
I BEER J 

1SSS 


firff FR°m Jamaica 

Also available in 1*5 litre bottles 
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Something about your 


Don’t forget your passport, ticket, guide book ... or your luggage. As 
travel editor Simon Calder discovers, the students of Central St 
Martins have proved you can travel light - and with style 


T he sign at Heathrow was 

uncompromising: Only a 
one piece of band lug- 
cace per passenger” I had ji 
five. I got through, though ti 
not until a curious security a 
cruard had examined each item 
as though he hadn’t seen any- n 
thing like •*- Which he ha . dn 1 3 

- because a set of unique 
designs was getting a first road p 
test. Fortunately, the handful 

of hand baggage had been J 
specially designed by students 
at the Central St Martins i 
School of Art to be d iscreet. c 
Thev had been created at the ( 
behest of STA Travel, which I 
challenged some of Britain s j 
brightest voung designers to 
produce the “ultimate travel 1 
accessory". Janet Lance- * 
Hughes, fashion tutor at Cen- 
tral St Martins, selected the five 
finalists that appear here. And 
my mission was to take them 
on a test run to Amsterdam. 

Over a long weekend, I 
tested them oul among the 
dodgy dives of Amsterdam 
land Heathrow) via planes, 
trains and hikes, finishing up 
at the tea room of the fancy 
Kurhaus Hotel on the seafront 
at Schvenincen. To tty to make 
the selection process scientific, 
each design was evaluated on 
several criteria, as follows: 

Style - who would this most 
suit?. Comfort - for how long 
would you be prepared to walk 
through the jungle with the 
item?. Security - starting at 
Kennedy airport in New York, 
how quickly would your pos- 
sessions disappear? And an 
advertising slogan was devised 
for each. My fellow judges 
were Dick Porter, chief exec- 
utive of STA Travel World- 
wide. and the international 
product designer Ross Love- 
grove. All the” products deserve 
commercial success, but we 
agreed unanimously that 
Rachel Atkinson’s body band 
was the clear winner. Her prize 
is a weekend in New York. 
These are the accessories: 

Pocket Pack 

You can locate it anywhere 
you like, and apply it with the 
sewing kit supplied. But the 
designer, Becky Dudley, had 
kindly provided a T-shirt with 
the pocket already discreetly 
tacked to the lower pan of the 
back. 

Style - best person to use it? 
Sarah Ferguson, who could 
keep her jewellery safe rather 
than checking it in. 

Comfort - how long in the 
jungle? In the swamp of Ams- 
terdam's red light zone, an 
hour was quite enough. 

Security - how easily rucked? 
Only by a dancing partner. 

Slogan - "You can’t pick a 
better pocket.” 


Travel Trousers 

These appear to be an ordi- 
nary pair of Chinos. The trick 
to Gisle Mardae's design is a 
deep but hard-to-reach packet 
inside the thigh. But the 
operation necessary to reach 
for your Guildcrs'in order to 
pay’ the daintily dressed tea 
room waitress is impossible to 
do without everyone tutting ar 
your intense self-exploration. 


Style - best person to use 
them? Michael Palin 

Comfort - how long in the 
jungle? All week (and the 
trousers help keep leeches 
away, too). 

Security - how easily nicked 
in New York? Only in a situ- 
ation of considerable intimacy. 

Slogan - “Is that a hidden 
pocket in your trousers or . . .?" 

Front-loading Apron Bag 
You could spend all weekend 
using Amy Walton's intriguing 
construction simply as a shoul- 
der bag. Made ruggedly of 
low-visibility canvas, it has a 
pocket for almost anything. 
Travelling photographers will 
find its neat selection of pock- 
ets useful - especially when 



Try the travel trousers... 






... or the nifty pocket pack 



... or even the sling bag 


unfolded into “apron" mode. 
You hook a handle over each 
shoulder, and the bag opens 
out in front of you. 

Style - best person to use it? 
Keith Floyd 

Comfort - how long in the 
jungle? All day, though those 
leeches could lurk in pockets. 

Security - how easily nicked 
in New York? The apron could 
stay on for ever, but individual 
items are at risk unless stored 
in the secret pocket. 

Slogan - “From Turkey to 
Table Mountain, the perfect 
travelling companion for a 
Cook's Tour." 


Sling Bag 

Going to a cocktail party in 
Norway? This one's for you. 
Chris Steele has come up with 
a sleek, understated design 
that will cheerfully contain 


passport, ticket, money, map. 
guide book and compact cam- 
era - while retaining its com- 
fortable curves in black 
leather. Ideal, then, for 
attending the embassy event 

in Oslo; this stylish accessory 

marks you out as a sophisti- 
cate. The streets in the Nor- 
wegian capital are not lined 
with prospective bag- 
snatchers. In most other parts 
of the world, though, a baddic 
would have your bag marked 
out as an easy target 
Style - best person to use it? 

His Excellency Mark Elliott 
HM Ambassador to Norway. 

Comfort - how long in the 
jungle? Only in the dry season; 
the monsoon would ruin the 
leather in seconds. 

Security - how easily nicked 
in New York? Don’t blink. 

Slogan - “This one’s just a 
decoy, honest" 

Body Band 

When I hear the word fashion, 

I reach for my anorak- But the 
potential for Rachel Atkin- 
son’s supremely simple design 
to become the fashion acces- 
sory for the summer is clear 
even to a dismal dresser like 
me. For years, some hardy 
travellers have used folds of 
elastic bandage to carry valu- 
ables. The difference with Ms 
Atkinson’s armband is that it 
is custom-built to give easy 
access for you to reach your 
valuables, while keeping them 
safe from wayward hands. . 

Wear this fold of Lycra on 
the upper arm for ostentation 
or the lower leg for discretion. 

Style - best person to use it? 
anyone from Swampy to 
Naomi Campbell. 

Comfort - how long in the 
jungle? All year. The Band is 
durable, lightweight and 
bright, handy for scaring off 
snakes. 

Security - how easily- nicked 
in New York? The biggest risk 
is that you could become a 
fashion victim, robbed for the 
armband itself rather than 
what it contains. 

Slogan - two choices: “For- 
get hand luggage - take arm 
luggage ” Or “Out of arm's 
way." 

Competition: Arm yourself for 
uweL 

Rachel Atkinson's design is 
j. already hot property - but 
h you can be one of the first to 
is own it. The Independent . STA 
Travel and Central St Martin's 
? have commissioned 10 arm- 
bands for the winners of our 
e arm-twisting competition. 
ie To enter, all you need to do 

s. is to come up with an intrigu- 
'd ing or entertaining addition to 
Id the bare minimum required 
nl for foreign travel - passport. 
:d ticket, money. Tell us in 50 
words or less what you take, 
to and why. 

ct The writers of the 10 best 
a entries will receive an arm- 
band. Send your entry to 
Essentials. Travel Desk. The 
Independent. One Canada 
in Square. London E14 5DL; or 
u. Fax it to 0171-293 2451: or e- 
ih mail it to travels indepen- 
gn denLco.uk. The closing date is 
lin Friday. 4 April. 






Luggage a. large: ttung doc, Donald Sinden, with the hind ofovertoadkwed of Rfdea-traveileroand moyietand wanders 

Dyed in the wool elegai 



isnotausuaisigmintneniny. un..yu -.j 

farmland of Perthshire, . -j.l fntirh of 

However, a local farmer was WlLlT 3 UJUOi I, U1 
quick, to recogpiW p them j r 

travelers in search of The Gle- lTldl! UlUCI 

tSSfc&fuSSS tweed, writes 

Fiona MacAulay 

region for atpaamg far-hung- : - 

customers. : • - 

Andrew and. Sally St John 
started The - Glenalmond 
Tweed Company in i 992. They 
sell beautifully made bags in 
brightly coloured and che- 
quered Harris tweed "with bri- 
dle leather straps and bindings, 
and solid brass fittings. The 
large selection includes a~ ruck- 
sack, twosizes of holdall and . 
four of tote bag. ' 

The tweed is bonded with a 
rubberised solution on to cot- 
toncanvastomdkeitwtep- 
proof, though oneof the qual- 
ities of Harris tweed is that it: .... . 

repels water, because, of its how well the beauty ot Hams 
density and the natural oils in tweed complements modern 
the wooL There is also a clothes design shapes. After all, British 
range -mamly waistcoats, jade- designers, in particular Vhn- 
etsand coats. nine Westwood and Paul 

The designs and colours of . Smith, have already shown how 
the materials alone are reason successfully tweed and tartan 
enough to want to swatheyewr- can be married with contem- 
self in Glenalmond products, porary design ideas. 
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Lavender, which actually 
originates from the 
Mediterranean countries, is a 
typical English garden plank 
Its grey-green spiky leaves 
and blue flowers are a 
summer joy, as is the lovely 
fragrance when you brush the 
leaves and flowers. 

Dried Lavender flowers keep 
linen and clothes sweet 

A collection of Dwarf 
Lavender is perfect for edging 
beds and borders. 


RING 0161 431 6431 

Credit Card Hotline 124 hours) 
IMPORTANT: Quote ‘ING 03ft' 
when ordering. 

OR Complete the coupon quoting 
your Mastercard Visa number or 
wind with crossed cheque/ postal 
orders. NO CASH PLEASE. 
TO: The Independent Dwarf Lavender 
Offer, P0 Bex 64, South West District 
Office. Manchester. M16 9HY 
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Glenalmond luggage 1 

combines the traditional * 

with modem design and » 

up-to-the minute colours. M 

Japanese designer a 

MichikoKoshino has m 

created a small ■ 

collection 
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but the styling is alsogood. A 
long waistcoat with a Nehru 
collar and a reversible tweed 
and leather , jerkin were my 
favourites. A finishing touch is 
the stag-bom buttons used on 
all the dothes. 

Though the journey to the 
shop makes for a wonderful 
expedition through stu nnin g 
countryside, Glenalmond does 
a mail-order catalogue for 
those who .cannot stake it to 
north Perthshire. It also has 
outlets at Liberty, Brora and 
The Scotch House. This year rt 
introduces a small collection 
deagned by the Japanese 
designer Michiko Koshmo. 

Com billing such a tradi- 
tional fabric as Harris tweed 
and the designs of a wacky 
Japanese designer (she pro- 
duced the first' own-label con- 
doms and designs the wild, 

leather Motor King rangi) may 

not at first seem obvious but 
the St Johns 
wanted to show 




Michiko’ s range comes in 
the more subtle shades of 
Harris tweed - black, cream, 
greys and browns and her 
designs are simple and well- 
cul They include a reefer 
jacket and a quilted duffel 
coat for men and a double 
breasted mid-length coat for 
women. She has designed her 
own oval-shaped buttons, 
embossed with a sheep's head 
taken from the Glenalmond 
logo. Her bags are made in 
checked Harris tweed from 
the new furnishing type fabric 
that the St Johns are intro- 
ducing to their range. It looks 
less woolly than ther original 
fabric and sawfll be' particu- 
larly good for spring and sum- 


just wasn’t used to modem 
materials!” 

The St Johns have been vis- 
iting Harris for 14 years and 
are obviously in love with the 
place. They look forward enor- 
mously to their twice-yearly 
buying trips. They first went 
there after being shipwrecked 
on a trip to St Kilda and began 
a long relationship with a 
group of the island’s weavers. 
“They are incredibly support- 
ive about our business but all 
they are really interested in is 
the well-being of our flock of 
sheep; that's the real bond 
between us!” 

Although the wool is now 
spun, dyed and finished by 
machine it is still woven by I 
weavers in their own homes 
and so its production is literally 
a cottage industry. It is imme- 
diately recognisable by its 
weightand thick texture and 
for its amazing blending of 
colours which reflect the 
Hebridean landscape. 

In the Glenalmond shop the 
St Johns also stock a selection 
of tweed to be sold by the 
metre. These include doth 
made by Joan Madennan, one 
of the few weavers who still 
uses the old wooden loom 
instead of the more modem 
Hatteisley loom. She is one of 
the small group of weavers 
who use vegetable dyes made 
from indigenous plants. Elder- 
berries for purple, indigo for 
blue, ragwort flowers and 
heather tips for yellow - the 
natural palette is extensive, as 
one can see from a dose look 
her fabrics.The tradition of 
Harris tweed-making is 
steeped in ritual and folklore. 
The final part of the process 
used to be the blessing of the 
[ tweed: “Mayest thou enjoy it, 
i Mayest thou wear it, Mayest 
i thou finish it. Until thou find it 
: in shreds, in strips, in rags, in 
■ tatters!" The Glenalmond 
» Tweed Company brings us this 
1 wonderful fabric in its many 

- designs of handbags, luggage 

- and dothes so that we can do 


mer. “Our bag maker was just what the blessing bids, 
rather taken aback when he 77ic Glenalmond Tweed 
received a. prototype, from Company. Culna- 

Michiko in bright yellow cloich, Glenal- 

plastic to be made up mond, Perth 

in tweed. He/^ /Y/7 3SN. Tele- 
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Road Test: Mazda 323 By John Simister 

H 


elf-close your eyes, and 
you could be looking at an 
Audi A3. Similar size 
• t_ ... s,milar squared-off rail 
wtth big, upright rear lights, simi- 
lar lack of visuaf clutter already 
. Mazda s new 323 hatchback is hav- 
\ uig an unexpectedly positive effect 
1 on your expectations. 

Tbe effect is unexpected because 
Mazda s mainstream cars have not 
hitherto been noted far their ability 
to excite. Not that recent 323s have 
been wilfully bland, far from it the 
five-dooT veca'on Bfrituristjo-ioolong 
device, and the just-axed threercK 
was certainly distinctive. with its 
undersized wheels andcurious dou- 
ble-decker rear window. But dis- 
tinction did not lead to desire, and 
few found buyers. So it had to go. 

In its place conies the car you see 
here, effectively the front half of the 
least interesting 323 (the four-door 
saloon, recently chopped from the 
range but now reinstated) with a new 
aft end. There's a choice of two 
16-valve engines, a 13-litre or a more 
powerful 13 with twin camshafts, 
and two trim levels, LXI and GXi. 
The ‘f signifies feel injection, as ever, 
but as every car bas injection nowa- 
days, it does seem superfluous. 
Thafs marketing for you. 

Talking of which, you wifl prob- 
ably have noticed Mazda's poster 
campaign for these latest 323s. The 
ads use strange typefaces and 
equally strange assertions, likening 
a Volkswagen Golf to a square bat 
but the no more curvaceous 323 to 
a pebble. The effect is other- 


Al most, 
but not 
quite 


-:.V 




All dressed up: Mazda’s competent new 323 hatch does not live up to its fanciful advertising image. The interior only disappoints 


worldly and rather daft, as though 
the rekdr of a long night on the 
magic mushrooms. Still, the 
optional three-spoke alloy wheels 
look quite daring. 

Unfortunately, the visual 
promise of the outside evaporates 
as soon as you sit in the Mazda. 
There is nothing interesting about 
the cabin at all, and no design- 
based clues as to the make of car 
you're about to drive. Grey plastics 
abound, the dials are utilitarian, 
and there’s a pointless panel high 
up in the middle of the dashboard 
containing just a clock and the 
heated rear window switch. Yet the 
radio is banished to a slot much 
lower down, where its fiddly 


controls are hard to see, never 
mind use. Panel and radio should 
be transposed forthwith. 

If your first drive is in stop-sLart 
traffic, you'll straight away 
encounter a trait increasingly com- 
mon in Japanese cars: snatchy 
progress caused by over-flexible 
engine mountings and an anaes- 
thetised clutch. You can't feel the 
drive being taken up as you raise the 
pedal; all you have to go on is the 
fact that the engine speed is drop- 
ping and the car is starting to move. 

With the 13-litre, 90bhp engine, 
the 323 pulls reasonably vigorously 
through the gears and cruises easily, 
if noisily. There’s a lot of road roar 
and body resonance at motorway 


speeds. Should you so desire, you 
can enjoy the Mazda's strong road- 
holding and easy, agile handling: it 
steers crisply (although the power- 
assisted system gives little in the way 
of feedback to the driver) and keeps 
the movements of its both’ under 
tight control so your passengers 
won’t be thrown about. Surpris- 
ingly. ir also rides smoothly over 
bumps even on the low-profile tyres 
that come with the alloy wheels. 

Cabin space is adequate, so is 
boot space, and there's adequate 
equipment in the £12360 model, 
including electric front windows, a 
sunroof and the obligatory pair of 
airbags. The car is also adequately 
well 'made, has a three-veur 


warranty, and it probably won’t go 
wrong. What it is not. however, is the 
glamorous, personality-extending, 
lifestyle-enhancing fashion acces- 
sory the ads would like you to 
believe. Its demeanour and interior 
decor are far too meek and colour- 
less for that. 

There's a school of thought that 
says all cars arc pretty much the 
same nowadays, and it's only the 
branding and the image arising 
therefrom that differentiates (hem. 
T m pleased to say that w bile we may 
be heading in that direction, we're 
not there \ci. This Mazda, entirely 
adequate but eminently forgettable, 
is proof that you can't build j set nf 
"brand values" on thin air. 


*T;MAZD^i32'3|ftATCHBACK- 


Specifications 

Price: 1 12.360 on the road. tngine: 
1.4S9ee, four cylinders, 16 valves. 
90bhp at 5.5i»0rpm: five-speed 
gearbox, front-wheel drive, lop 
speed: I OVmph. tt-6ti in ll.6-«ce. 
Fuel consumption: 33-5Nmpg 
Rivals 

Ford Escort 1.6 LX three-door. 

on the road: Ford ow ns 
most of the Mazda company, but 
its own Escort is better designed, 
and better lo drive. 

Honda Civic 1.5 LS ihree-door. 
£13.585 on the road: Best Japan- 
ese rival. Hus more spirit than the 


Mazda and a much more 
welcoming cabin. 

Fiat Bravo 1.6 SX. 02.065: Cur- 
rent European Car of the Year, 
progressive styling, tun to drive, 
lumpy ride, good value. 

Peugeot 306 1.6 XS. £12.835 on 
the road: Best ride and handling 
blend in the size class, good' 
looking and good value. Facelift 
imminent. 

Volkswagen Golf 1.6 CL five-door. 

£12.425 on the road: No sporty 
three doors at this price, but CL 
has usual Golf substance and class- 
less appeal. 


A class apart: the cream of 






The days are longer, 
the weather warmer 
. and, above all, the 
■ showrooms and 
• forecourts of the 
nation are getting 
busier. It’s that time 
of the year when the 
motor trade gets 
excited as used-car 
buyers emerge from 
winter hibernation. 
Trouble is, the used- 
car market has never 
been bigger, busier or 
more confusing. So 
here is our guide to 
the most affordable 
and sensible cars in 
i; their class -used 
cars that will hold 
their value, be utterly 
reliable and yet still 
be interesting to 
own and exhilarating 
to drive ... 


Fiat Punto. Once upon a time a Fiat only 
made sense as a used buy because it was 
cheap. Unfortunately they were also unre- 
liable. Not so the Funto which, on its 1994 
launch, was acclaimed as a thoroughly 
modem small hatchback. Three years on 
these early cars are stiB solid and fault-free, 
fan to drive and, in SX form, well equipped. 
Prices start at just over £3,000 for a high 
mileage 55 S, but £5,000 buys a 1994 75 SX, 
or a 55 S 5-door. Runners up - Renault 
Cfcc, Nissan Micra. 


Renault 19. The 19 looks uninspiring and 
performance is average, but that is not Lhe 
point. In the highly competitive hatchback 
market, owners want a reliable slogger, and 
the 19 is iL The car’s lack of charisma has 
dented values - making them great bar- 
gains, especially as the revised Phase 1 1 
models were well equipped and better built. 
Prices for the later Phase 11 models is 
£3,000, £4,000 for a 1993 RL and £6,000 for 
a '94 KE Runners up: Citroen ZX, Volk- 
swagen Golf. 


Ford Mondeo. You might hate reps us they 
bog the motorway centre lane, but if it wasn’t 
for them you would not have great gus like 
the Mondeo. It is refined, the engines are 
strong and the interior very comfortable. 
The bottom line is cheap prices because ot 
oversupply to company fleets. Add lo that 
the fact there is u Fbnl dealer on every cor- 
ner and bums can't so wrens. Prices start 
at £4.0110 for the I .h: £5.000 for a ’**4 1.8LX. 
or £6.f*Ki for a 2-0i GLX Runners up: Nis- 
! san Primera. Citroen Xantia. 


Vauxball Omega. This is BMW and Mer- 
cedes big-cjT comlort and build quality at 
Yauxhull prices. Bis car» don't come much 
roomier than this: the hunt is huge and the 
scats wry oomfenaMc. For ibiwt that can 
afford it. the Y<> versions have a useful 
amount nf performance. Because litis is ,i 
company tleci favourite there are lots 
around and the pnees are reasonable: 
£7.(inn Is the start ins point for .i '*'4 Id GLS. 
£8.i K* I lor the CD version 25 Vbdt fM.dfKt. 
Runners up: Ford Granada. Rover 


Volvo 850. G>uld there he any other estate 
but a \ oho? Well yes. every manufacturer has 
caught up. but Yohu has always understood 
that joti need j low. flat cargo deck and huge 
l*ud capacity, lhe NdH Kail that plus pe»m- 
I ality - a Vnh«« first. This is no tank, but acharis- 
j malic and quick estate which is not cheap to 
| hir. used, hut you can be confident it will last 
i h «rev er. All In >ugh o m Jv. the quality ol the ears 
| will be very high. Prices start at t'io.OW for a 
l 1 *'? example. £12.Ul»i for a GLT from '*4. 
Runners up: Vuuxiuff Carlton. Citroen BX. 
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BMW 318. The 3 series has been the exec- 
utive benchmark for the past decade. The 
318 is fun to drive, has a comfortable inte- 
rior, but cramped rear seating, and has con- 
tainable running costs. Early examples suf- 
fered build quality problems, which have 
since been ironed ouL It is now possible to 
haggle for the yuppies' old favourite: 17,000 
buys a 1991 example with a high mileage. 
Ari SE from 1993 will be £10,000 and a ’95 
automatic £15,000. Runners up: Mercedes 
190, Audi 80. 




Mercedes 300 Series. There are cheaper, 
better equipped and faster luxury' cars, hut 
none haw the three -pointed star on the hon- 
neL What is now the E class was once the 
200/300 Series - arguably the best saloon 
they ever built. The body styling is ageless, 
which it has to be because a 300 can last well 
into the next millennium- The arrival of the 
new model has helped in depredate prices 
to affordable levels: 300E& start at just under 
£8,000 for an *87 model to £17/100 for a "92. 
Runners up: BMW 7 Series, Jaguar XJ4.Q. 
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Mazda MX5.This is the car that triggered 
the roadster revival and it’s still going 
strong. Like British sports cars of "Id. it is 
fell of character and fun ... but it won't 
break down. Demand always outstrips sup- 
ply. so prices are very' firm, niafcing it almost 
a blue-chip investment: the beauty js that 
once you have had your fun it wifl he easy 
to re-sell. Prices don't go lower lhan I'S.lKHI 
for a seven-year-old example, up to about 
i 1 2.0C.HJ fur a N4 model. Runners up: Volk- 
swagen Cornido. Porsche 944. 


Chrysler Cherokee. Tlii*- is the tour-wheel 
drive which ha> taken the UK to -torm.md 
it is easy to See w to . The Cher- -f-.ee i> srojIJ 
in ofl-rua J terms and. v\ ilh a -J » lure engine, 
is no slug «m the tarmac. High levels ut 
equipment and ear-like pcrtormar.ec have 
endeared it to ihnusindx. Build quality and 
reliability so tar have proved to be excel- 
lent. Used price- are therefore high. The 
25 lit re-encincdOicfufccc skirt- .u Cllloifft 
4.(1 lime at U 2i*H i. Diesel £ 1 4.rt> t. Runner 4 
up: Mitsubishi bh"gun. lwiw Tftmper. 


Renault Espace. The original people carrier ts 
K-wy Mill the best. .4 v eiy sty lisb package w hich dues 
no! drive or look like a van. With all the seals 
occupied. lugg.ige space i> limited and Renault 
build quality always slightly suspect, but over- 
all a reliable ami desirable vehicle. The revised 
model Iron) 1*4*43 is die best. Because every- 
. -nc '.vant- an Espace there are some bargains 
among the RXE models. .Arrival of the new 
E -pace iv ill make the old one a touch cheaper, 
•l.ining at tS.ttOO fot an RN. Runner-up: Mii- 
-ubwhi Spaccwagon. Toyota Previa. 



M otor racing improves 
road-cars, "or so the 
car companies will tell 
you. Sure. .And cigarette smok- 
ing makes you hunky, wear 
Calvin Kleins and you’ll look 
like Kate Moss, and Michael 
Schumacher wears an Omega 
so they must be great watches. 
In feet, car companies go 
motor racing for the same rea- 
son Lhat they hire Nicole. Nigel 
Havers and swanky advertising 
agencies: to flog cars. As proof, 
i hose ear makers who produce 
formula one racing engines 
(Renault. Peugeot, Mercedes. 


Ford) generally make rhe least 
refilled road-car engines. 
Yamaha, on the other hand, 
can’t seem to make an FT 
engine capable of powering 
Damon Hill around a single 
lap. Yet its motorbike engines 
are fabulous. Go figure iL 
YeL unusually, the recent 
Australian GP in Melbourne 
did come up with a solution to 
arguably the greatest of all 
problems facing the motor car. 
It was nothing to do with car- 
bon fibre brakes or advanced 
aerodynamics; on fact, it had 
nothing to do with the action 


No car park at 
a grand prix? 
Melbourne did 
without it. By 
Gavin Green 

on the track at all. It was the 
way they solved the thomv 
problem of traffic congestion. 

Normally, at a GP meeting, 
you take niore lime trying to 
get into and our of a circuit 
than you do watching the 
action. It's like a microcosm of 
peak-hour traffic in any big 
British city, bur worse. 

The Melbourne organisers 
decided not to have any car 
parking at all near (he circuit. 
The roads around the Albert 
Park track, only a mile or so 
from the city centre, were 
blissfully uncongesied. In- 
stead, if you wanted to go to 
the races - and 290.000 people 
did, over the three-day meet- 
ing - you had to go by train, 
tram (Melbourne has a good 
streetcar network), bus, taxi or 
chauffeur-driven limo. 

Visitors got into and out of 
the circuit quickly and easily. 
The various forms of public 
transport were organised to 
complement each other. Trains 
ferried people from around 
the city (and the country) to 
meeting-points nearer the cir- 
cuit, from where trams and 
buses whisked them to rhe 
track. Melbourne pioneered 
such a system for its GP last 
year, and i! worked a treat. 

This year, unfortunately, it 
wasn’t quite so good. In a 



nasty piece of old-fashioned 
union opportunism the tram 
and train drivers decided to 
cal) a quick strike on the Sat- 
urday and Sunday. Instead, 
extra buses (which in Mel- 
bourne are privatised) were 
drafted in, to fill the void. As 
a boon, they were free - the 
organisers picked up the tah. 
They did a spectacularly good 
job, even if the eventual atten- 
dance for the meeting was 
1 10,000 shy of last year's total. 

In Britain, a “no car park- 
policy would be unthinkable at 
a major sporting event. Yet 
Melbourne showed it can 
work, as long as the public 
transport alternative is good 
enough. (And. to be fair, most 
British cities have public trans- 
port at least as good as Mel- 
bourne’s.) 

Equally, such a policy would 
be unthinkable in British cities, 
although some councils are 
encouraging fewer car parking 
spots at new office buildings, 
we rabbit on about ways to 
reduce traffic congestion in 
our great conurbations - and 
then we let NCP and the like 
build more and more car parks. 
No car parks mean fewer cars, 
just as assuredly as no junk food 
means fewer fatties. 

In the bit of central London 
where 1 work, there arc at least 
six major car parks within a 
one-mile radius of my office, 
and many smaller ones. They 
attract commuters like mag- 
nets. New ones open regularly. 

Of course, cars arc some- 
times the best way of gening 
about. Bui not when commut- 
ing into cities 3t peak hours 
from the suburbs, or - perhaps 
more surprisingly - when get- 
ting lo and from a grand prix. 
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best choice sensible pnees 
used Discoverys 


FREEPHONE 
0800 424 414 


Mazda 



best choice sensiWe prwes 
used MX range elc. 


FREEPHONE 
0800 323 626 
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SAAB Lm BO ar Selection in Easl 
Anglia. Buckingham Stanley Cam- 
bridge 01223 232256.WOOH2 
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ABA 817 1.65D 

AEH63A 435 
AJM 326A 295 
7737 AP 1.700 
20 BEA 2.450 
BIL 7162 700 

BIIYJO 800 
(BILLY jOt 
633 BJH 1.600 
BNG 597 600 

BOB 19 5.250 

BOS BU 1.650 
Aan cal «w 

CT 3113 2.800 

50CLM 2 800 
2B5CPC 1600 
DA 4630 1.700 
479 DEL 1.350 
1838 PK 1.450 
964 ECS 950 
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3.000 
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559 P'.jF, 1 400 
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SE- 93S 
-IS ££5 
'54 FH 
PIE 7S0 
85: BCD 2.000 
SJI 50 2.000 
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152 Tr.1 4 1.000 
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£00 UCL "» 
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111C OR '• I ■ 
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HAVE YOU A REGISIRAUO^liMAR^ 

v YOU WlSHITCgSELKli^^ 


We will punrho/e iiutrighl ur tell on o c»(nnifV.<<iur rare. 
For a written quotation. ovr.pUitc the form and prwt i > 

MARKET RESEARCH CAR NOS. 

33 DAISY Hitt. DRIVE, CHORLET PRd 9NE 




REGISTRATION MARK: - 

Is the mark on a retention document* 

II so, please give the expiry dale: 

}( the mark ts on a vehicle, give: 

HAKE: .MODEL: 

TAX EXPIRES: MOT EXPIRES: 

TO PR NAME: 

ADDRESS; 

POST CODE: . 

HOME PHONE: 

WORK PHONE: 


To advertise in this section 
please call the Motoring Team 
on 0171 293 2338. 



0 D LEATHER CASE 
3 IN-CAR CHARGER 

□ SPARE BATTERY 1 

□ RAPID HOME CHARGER 
J ITEMISED BILLING 

□ ANSWER SERVICE* 

□ DELIVERY 

□ INSURANCE 

□ 3 YEAR WARRANTY 

□ 14 DAY TRIAL 




°^WpffTHS 

RENTAL oh 

TALK 60 


]mNECWP:ANY,TAU( PLAN AND RECEIVE ALL 

^^Mwemoveitems free/ 


^^^rapRH¥NE05006265OO 


^©eiLEexpress 

communication'centre 

IftSuMSKi Cnyt. lix i Bll/ 5W W (HITS fljIJi . f K 01=75 3^037 
•• : i'- 1 * v if ■ -x- :i.vs- 5 a =: rr- :■». ->• 

§J S E 


A 
























& money 


v' 



s home, 
c’est chez 
moi ... 


Penny Jackson gives 
good advice on buying 
in northern France 


Normandy, with Its miring hills, cheese and Calvados evokes an Irresistible way of Ufa 


PHOTO: JMEATT 



J here has been an advertise- 
ment running in The Specta- 
tor rcivniK that goes some- 
thing like this: smelly old 
place, riddled with damp, belonging 
li.i a pig farmer, wonderful views. Part 
eye-catching gimmick certainly, but 
as the advertisers know, potential is 
all when it comes to the English buy- 
ing in France. 

'They arc not seduced by the man- 
ageable and modern but by pic- 
turesque outcasts. Rundown cot- 
tages. derelict bams, neglected 
manor houses all have their British 
white knights. There was a lull dur- 
ing the recession but the appetite for 
French second homes is growing 
again, made all the more tempting 
this time by the Channel Tunnel and 
Le Shuttle' as well as the competitive 
ferry services. A second home in 
northern France has a real chance of 
being just that. 

If attention and money are to be 
lavished on a property, it makes 
sense that it should be within easy 
reach of the coast and a weekend 
away. For that reason the Pas de 
Calais, more open and not as attrac- 
tive as Normandy and Brittany, has 
the singular advantage of bringing a 
second home within about a 45- 
minute drive from Calais. 

Paul Wood house bought his two- 
up. two-down terrace house in Eta- 
ples, a small fishing town outside Le 


Touquet. eight years ago. “1 manage 
to get over for a weekend about 
every fortnight in the summer. 
There's nothing like waking up on a 
Saturday morning to the sound of 
church bells, its like being in a com- 
pletely different world and if Le 
Shuttle is running properly it's just 
three hours from London.” 

A keen golfer he has. he says, fab- 
ulous courses close by . “Le Touquet 
is fun but I'm glad I didn't buy there. 
I prefer the feel of a small town with 
its classic square. The elderly lady 
next door pops in to air the house 
and apart from that it doesn't need 
any looking after." 

Vivian Bridge of North & West 
France Properties says that inland, 
apart from the the walled city of Mon- 
treal. the prettiest areas are the val- 
leys south of Hesdin. the market 
town in the heart of the Pas de 
Calais. Here, a structurally sound, 
whitewashed house, with orange pan- 
tile roof, running water and electric- 
ity. in about half an acre with out- 
buildings can be bought for about 
£17.000. Done up nicely it would be 
closer to £30,000. The strength of the 
pound and the fact that France is still 
in recession can blind some people to 
the hidden expenses of buying a 
property that needs a lot of work. 
During the rush to buy French homes 
in the Eighties, many people bought 
old places cheaply and then found 


they could not afford to do them up. 
Maurice Lazarus of Domus Abroad, 
who sells only British-owned proper- 
ties, finds that their restoration work 
is to a higher standard than is usual 
locally. 

But David King of Hamptons 
International, says that many British 
owners got their fingers buraL They 
tended to gentrify in a way that did 
not appeal to the French, who not 
only were uninterested in restored 
rural cottages but.could not afford 
the prices any way. When the UK 
market collapsed they were left with 
nowhere to turn. The glut of homes 
for sale has seen Hamptons retreat 
from northern France for the time 
being. Normandy, with its rolling 
hills, cheese and Calvados evokes a 
way of Life that we, the British, find 
irresistible. No longer able to find 
the perfect combination of a period 
home in need of restoration, on the 
edge of a village with some land any- 
where this side of the channel, 
France offers what Britain cannot. 

Tony and Junko Fowle. who have 
a house in a small town on the 
Cherbourg Peninsula, describe it as 
stepping back 40 years. “It is so 
peaceful, the world seems to stop. 
There isn’t the hassle there. The 
quality of life, whether the food or 
the way people live, makes it difficult 
to leave." It was not an an auspicious 
start though. They bought in St 


Sauveur le Vicornte on Black 
Wednesday, when the pound plum- 
meted. “We paid £30.000 and lost 
£4,000 on the exchange rate. But we 
have no regrets. We come over on 
the night feriy about every month for 
a few days," says Eric Fowle. As 
antique dealers, they have no diffi- 
culty in furnishing the solid three- 
bedroom house, which once 
belonged to the mayor. “We would 
like to move here permanently when 
we retire.” They are not alone. The 
numbers of British looking to run 
their business from France or to part- 
relire there are increasing. Penny 
Zoldan of Latitudes says the half- 
timbered colombage and brick 
houses particularly in the Seine Mar- 
itime region of Normandy are very 
popular. “The Dieppe area has lovely 
architecture and with the new 
motorway it is no more than an hour 
and a half from the tunnel. A typi- 
cal long colombage in good order 
would be in the region of £40,000 and 
£60,000. If it needs work then down- 
wards from £30,000. They tend to sell 
quickly." 

Some owners choose to bring 
over teams of British workmen to 
.restore houses, which can, says 
Penny Zoldan, cause some resent- 
ment. “Don’t leave your common 
sense behind, but tradesmen are less 
likely to take you for a ride if you go 
very locally.” Trouble is, they prob- 


ably. regard anyone buying some- 
thing tike an old pig-shed as being 
short of more than common sense. 
For further information call North. & 
West France Properties: 0181-891 
1750; Latitudes: 0181-958 5485: 
Ootnus Abroad: 0171-431 4692 . 

Houses shown (right, top to bottom) 

Pas de Calais: North & West 
France Properties 

A country house in gardens of a 
third of an acre near the market town. , 
of Hesdin in the Authie valley. The 
house, with bread oven and a cellar, 
has two bedrooms plus one in the 
attic which has been only partly con- 
verted. Price (F Fr) 480000 
(£53,333). 

Detached cottage in reasonable 
condition with outbuildings and gen- 
erous land in a village between 
Frevent and AuxiLe Chateau, about 
45 km from the coast. Price (F Fr 
240000 (£26.000). 

A three bedroom house in an 
enclosed courtyard with converted 
outbuildings. It has an acre of gar- 
den and fields add Is an hour from 
Calais in the Authie Valley. Price F 
Fr 550000 (£61,000). . 

A country house overlooking the 
Canche Valley in a wooded garden. 
It has three bedrooms, two bath- 
rooms, cellar, attic and garages. 
Price (F Fr) 720000 (£80,000). 
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PENTHOUSE CYCLOPS WHARF 
DOCKLANDS E14 
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Mui ladOfa Inc per* * gynomn 

(340,000 LaatahoM £S£00 Svfvto Chart!* 

0171660 0222 


Close to the City 
SE1 Borders 



r 

iuuiJi K Corfu a Utnee bmm In 
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0171 231 1871 
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ST. TUGOUAL 
— Brittany 



5 i BcJ d.-uchcd h«u' in 
plmbjru tiibgu about jri 
mik* Ninth of Lorieiu 
715.000 FF 
CHALCROS 5 

01753 886335 
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Brittany, Normandy 
and Dordogne 


* Properties from 

i oooooff co i sooaoorF 

* Properties Pbrcoovcrdon 
*■ Resale Properties 

Aha 

* Susan Moldings & Farms 

* Manor House* 

* Campsites 

Cardyke 
Overseas 
Properties 
Teh 01775 630008 
Mobile: 05$9 474374 
Fax: 01775 630080 


Wales 


Webb Co 


Cottage 



Crcai pwmul a* hobdiy 
weekend hwne. Eh.-Jutlhilh 
wuaied With unlmemipied 
panoramic view's Souch-nwr 
facing Dv.-n.-lu3 bui well worth 
reSonnji Acfciocm ro road 
wtth irutrtv unva.es. 

Half nulo Bieoin Beacons 
NjuctuI P.uV. Three mihre 
Cortes Cennan Gisdr. 
Offers £j--o- £ 33.000 
TeL 01932 867191 


Waterside Properties. 


PRIVATE RIVERSIDE SALE 



New architect designed 250 M2 to ary house hi high security 
rural locution with private axes*. 40 M Thames frontage, own 
mooring ami great views. 4 bed, 5 boxltf. 3 recep, utS aad large 
fined kitchen. Fully carpeted, triple glazed and heat recovery 
system. Landscaped -1.400 M2 garden overlooks Crown 
farmland. Shops 3 mins. M4'M25 10 mins. LHR. IS mink. 
WEST END 30 mins. • 

• £375,000 Freehold 
Tel 01753 854682 
Fax 01753 860978 
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Overseas Property 


i lN EXCESS OF 15,000 PROPERTIES AND BUSINESSES 
FOR SALE IN OVER 100 LOCATIONS WITHIN 27 COUNTRIES) 

Bahama*. Bartadoc. Canada, Cayman -Islands. Corfu. Crete, Cyprus. Dominican Republic, 

\ Florida. France. Gran Canaria. Greece. Goa (India), Ireland, [ulv, Lanzaroie. Madeira,* ' 

£ Majorca. Malta. Mauritius, Menorca, New Zealand. Portugal, Snulh Africa, Spain. Tenerife, 

5 Turks and Caicos Islands. United States of America! - 

PRICES FROM £12,000 - £10,000,000 


Old Bank House. 1 High Street, Antndot, West Sussex BN18 sad 
_ 7fefc+ 44£0L19 03 88 4663 _ _ _Fax:_+44iQ)J9 03 "£3 2554 

Ae«* rotiiAsd wor5n«o~. 


OVERSEAS MORTGAGE FINANCE 

*deta flsTif'our complete 

service in Europe & the USA contact: p . 

CONTI FINANCIAL SERVICES 

(Licensed Credit Brokers) 

FREEPHONE: 0800 018 2811 
Fax: 01273 725789 

UP REPAYMENTS ON A. 
wrr * FOPDAC 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF Y OU DO NOT 4 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN 
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<httyJ hrnw.fTessb-prQperty.com> 

...why not advertise your property on the Interact? 
Contact the Lending French Property tt eb .Slit- 

Tel: +44 (0) 1702 390382 
Fax. +44 (01 1702 390415 
E ma i l: 1007! 1.1647/S'oompmerve.com 
l- Terrace. Southend-on-Sea. Esses SSI IDY UK. 


Vivre en France 

easfer tiun yw think to cwi a axoqc In Fra/wT 
Rural France awaits you 

• Cottages to Chateaux 

• Over 10 years experience 
All your questions answered 

Teb 0171 515 8660 
Fax: 0171 538 0895 
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Hautefort 1 
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Cup in t898! 

largo, tour storay. .13 room 
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who rush to ruins 


Rosalind Russell on the irresistible appeal of a derelict property 
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Interest in Stone Rum, Kent (above), has been Intense - despite the house being virtually uninhabitable. Below: Clifton House, Timberland, Lincoln 


LU> 


A s/honse prices spiral, supply 
dries up and demand in- 
creases, why not consider 
somewhere pleasing, pic-: 
ruresqiie ... and falling to pieces. 

You may find the price appealing, 
but beware the words “scope for 
improvement*’. They should sound 
loud warning bells in the ears of buy- 
ers with limited funds. 

A Grade n listed six-bedroom 
Georgian house for £42p00? Sounds 
too good to be true. WeU, it is true. 
But when the estate agent says it's in 
a time warp, he’s not joking. Clifton 
House has barely been touched in 200 
years, apart from having electric 
wiring installed around 1900. 

Standing in latge gardens near Lin- 
coln. it bos classical proportions, four: 
reception roams, the original rooftOes 
and cast-iron guttering -r and dry rot, 
wet rot. mould and Subsidence. The 
kitchen is currently partitioned to . 
include a bathroom, from which a lad- - 
der leads to.a first-floor room. There 
is no beating, and the windows are 
falling out because theputty is Geor- 
gian, too. The brick floors are worn 
into gullies, showing where genera- 
tions haw' walked fraaa room to room. 

Clifton is also the subject of a local 
authority closing order, which means 
a buyer must comply with a schedule 
of works prepared by the council and 
in line with listed building regulations. 

“It will need the whole front taking 
down and rebuilt,” says Christopher 
Dew, who is buying it “It has rotated, 
turning slightly forward, and will need 
undeipinning. Rainwater has been 
running into the footings for a long 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


time, so taking down the front eleva- 
tion is the only cure. All the brides will 
have to be kept and numbered. The 
internal plasterwork has been infected 
with mould and' dry rot.” 

Dew is not a dreamer. He is a build- 


Bay in Kent, is still a historic ruin 
despite the best efforts of its owners, 
who bought it three years ago. It was 
destroyed by fire during the First 
World War, and little more than a tur- 
ret, a tower and a couple of walls are 



mg surveyor, which gives him a head 
start over anyone else who might 
imagine they could nurse Clifton back 
to health. Work on the house is likely 
to cost 2100,000. At the end of the day, 
will It be worth more than £1424)00? 
“I certainly hope so," says Dew. 

. But half-finished projects dotted 
around the country bear witness to 
restorers defeated by houses that 
proved to be a dream too far. 

Oxney Court, near St Margaret’s 


left of the grand country house which 
opened its grounds to the public in 
1851. The owners spent two years 
applying for approval to restore it. 
Tires and shrubs were removed from 
the ruins. The garden was replanted, 
following the original plans. An apiary 
was restored, as was a two-bedroom 
cottage in the grounds. 

“We fell in love with it,” explains 
Australian-born Kim Pegler. “It is in 
a magical situation, in woodland, near 


the sea and commutable to London. 
We love it here, and it will be hideous 
to leave.” 

Planning consent has finally been 
granted for rebuilding the house, but 
Kim is now taking up an offer to work 
in Chile. “I just can’t afford to do 
both," he says, “as reconstructing 
Oxney Court is likely to cost around 
£500,000. But I wouldn’t be frightened 
to take on a project like this again." 

Cluttons are looking for a buyer 
with 250 guineas (£262jt00j. 

Less daunting is a Victorian Grade 
II listed house in the middle of Saf- 
fron Walden, recently offered for sale 
by the East Anglian agents Bruce 
Munro, who were almost knocked 
over in the rush to view. The redbrick 
cottage hasn’t been touched for about 
30 years. It has gaps in the roof tiles, 
is damp, needs rewiring and could do 
with a modern kitchen and bath- 
room. The old fireplaces have been 
boarded up and it stands on a busy 
road, with nowhere to park a car. 

.However, the £75,000 asking price 
drew 17 couples in the space of two 
weeks before it was snapped up. 
“We’re still getting calls about it 
now,” says the agent 

And agent Christopher Blount says 
that Garden Cottage, a three-bed- 
room Cotswold stone property three 
miles from Malmesbury, sold after a 
week, at well above the asking price 
of £120,000. 

“It created more interest than any- 
thing else we’ve sold recently," he says. 
“It went to ‘best and final offers' with 
a dozen offers. The buyer plans to 
extend it and will need £150,000. 


There is a strong demand for cottages 
to restore - it’s everybody’s dream." 

Blount will be offering 17th-centuiy 
Trinity Farm at auction on April 22. 
Originally two cottages in Redbourne, 
a pretty, unspoilt village, it has four 
bedrooms, two reception rooms, a 
Rayburn in the kitchen and six acres. 
It needs renovation. 

“We had an offer in excess of the 
guide price on day one. We are ask- 
ing for offers over £200,000. But at the 
end of the day we're talking about 
£300,000, and it will be a cash buyer." 

Stone Fatm, a Grade II listed 16th- 
centuzy timber-framed country house 
in Ware home, Kent, had been on the 
market through Strutt and Parker for 
a week when someone made an offer 
above the £185,000 asking price. Inter- 
est in the property is so intense that 
the agents are organising block view- 
ings. Yet it is virtually uninhabitable, 
with hot wafer or bathroom; the ceil- 
ings are falling down and the kitchen 
has a cast-iron solid fuel range and a 
hand water-pump. The house is prim- 
itive, to say the least 

"We did feel it would be (ike bees 
round a honeypoti" admits S&P’s 
James Thompson. “When you go in 
there and see all the old beams and 
inglenook fireplace, you can just imag- 
ine how it will look when it is re- 
furbished. And he adds: “It is hard to 
explain. But it seems the worse con- 
dition the house is in, the more people 
want to buy il" 

Contacts: Christopher Blount (01666 
825725): Strutt <£ Parker (01227 
451123); Cluttons ( 01622 7560001 


Three of the best 

Houses for the money 



Old Bank House in Lavenham, Suffolk, was at one time 
the village bank, but its first use. in the 14lh century when 
it was built, was as a dye hall. Some of the undersides of 
the bricks in the rear kitchen show signs of blue dye, which 
is thought to have been used for uniforms worn in the 
Napoleonic Wars. The front of the house was added 250 
years ago, when the property was used as a saddlery. Now 
a four-bedroom house, it has a heavily timbered kitchen/ 
breakfast room. In the main bedroom, a walk-in cupboard 
is concealed behind oak panelling. Since the telegraph poles 
were removed from the town in 1967 and the lines hidden 
underground, houses in the area have become popular. 
£225,000. through Bedfords (01284 769999). 



Old Mint Cottage in Uss Forest. Hampshire, was once the 
home of the Money family, but in fact it takes its name 
from the mint that still grows in the land behind the house. 
It used to be harvested as a commercial crop. Dating from 
1649. the three-bedroom cottage has an inglenook in the 
sitting-room with inset oak seats, and a 30ft. beamed din- 
ing room. It is set in 10 acres of private grounds, which 
include a stream and a pond: deer, foxes, kingfishers and 
ducks are frequent visitors. The cottage is a mile-and-a- 
half from the mainline station (Waterloo 65 minutes), and 
is for sale through Keats for £259.500 (01428 724343). 



property • residential 


Number One Prescot Street just around the comer from 
the Royal Mint in London's Square Mile, is a refurbishment 
of a listed building, designed in 1932 as the Co-op's head 
offices. It has an impressive Expressionist-style entrance. 
Now redeveloped by Rialto Homes, the building has 150 
apartments, the Erst batch of which have just been 
launched. Prices range from £99.500 for a studio flat to 
£425,000 for a three-bedroom penthouse. AD will have 999- 
year leases. The apartments will be provided with secure 
parking and 24-hour security. The budding is to have a land- 
scaped internal courtyard. For sale through Hamptons 
(0171 824 8822). 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Cheshire 


Wanted 


ANTROBUS, CHESHIRE 



Alkie Grade II Bated house In a rural position about 3 mBes from M5S. 
Entrance hafl, 3 reception rooms, kitchen, S bedrooms, study, bathroom. 
Detached angle garage. 

Gardens, grounds, paddock. 

About 1 acre. 

Region £375,000 

(A further 3.1 5 acres of additional land may be available) 

v crraiiTT ft* Phone 01244 320747 
GOLDFINCH fSrKER 1 ® 1 Phone 01606 854224 


DUTTON, CHESHIRE 



An outstanding conversion from the hi stori c Dutton 
Hal! barns, about 3 miles from M56. 

Set around a cobbled courtyard and in an excellent 

position. 

Region £145,000 - £225,000 

^ sESSSafr Phone 01244 320747 


LANTt/STTES - without Planning Permission but wtth 
possible development potential. 
Preferably in vdtegtytown locations, in Cheshire 
and North West 

We are prepared to take afl the costs and risks in 
obtaining permission. Our planning consultants 
are experts. We are interested In buying any land 
- from large gardens to serious acreage. 

Difficult, nuisance, problem, conversion, renovation, 
listed, redundant and Unnelghboufly sites all considered. 
PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS AND ANY 
PLANNING HISTORY DETAILS To: 

GOLDFINOI S f5rke£4t 

GoWflncfi (Projects) Limited, 

Elston, West Rend, Weave rham, Cheshire CW8 3HH 
Tel; 01928 787800 


Devon & Cornwall 


DEVON TIME SHARES j 
FROM £595 

Final sell off save thousands and own in the safety of the 
I U.K. Completed tixneshare for a fraction of the cost of 
purchasing from a resort under const ruction and totally 
safe - The famous 'DEVONCOURT TTmeshaie (est 12 
years) is releasing its few remaining weekly at prices 
that are just loo good to miss. Holiday here in total 
luxury or exchange to every exotic location you could 
imagine from a safe hose just for a modest' exchange 
charge. 

TAKE THE CHILDREN TO DISNEYLAND OR 
TREAT YOURSELF TO A DREAM HOLIDAY 
EVERY YEAR- 

Friendly. honest, courteous service - no 'del boy" 
(talesmen to deal with - decide to buy or not to buy 
when you want - not when we wanL The resort is 
finished and all facilities are in place. The resort is just 
250 yards from dean beaches. On site vou will find:- 
deUghtful restaurant, carvery and snack ban bar and 


250 yards from dean beaches. On site vou will find:- 
deUghtful restaurant, carvery and snack ban bar and 
lounges, live entertainment, outdoor and indoor heated 
pools, fitness centre, steam room, sauna, solarium, 
whirlpool spa, embassy world championship, snooker 
table, tennis court putting green. 4.5 acres of private 
gardens, easy access to bead*. Superb accommodation - 
rooms or apartments with sea views and balconies and 
much more. Also try golfing, searishing and sailing 
nearby. 

PHONE: 01597 835352 
or FAX: 01597825083 

For any information or arrangements to view. 

, iNTERVAL 
INTUINATIONAI. 


Don’t miss our 
‘Loft Living” feature on 
Saturday March 29. 

To advertise in this 
section please call the 
Property Team on 
0171 293 2302/2343. 


Clapham 

NR ULPHA 

By Tender -23/4/97 

A durum, p convened com null 

occupying outstanding heti. ode 
portion, yy Living-btehen. 
dinin£ room, silling iiwa 
S bedrooms, shower and 
bathroom Approx. 8 acres 
wooded ground*. 

£160,000 

OarkScott-Harden 


Ove rseas Property 

WELSH TIMESHARE from £595 

END OF PROJECT SAVE EIOOO* 

OX QUALITY TWESHARE FOR LESS THEN SPANISH PfUCES 
A1 purchases securely earned out on site using ■ ILK. High 
Strew Bank as Trustees. Spying m U.K. ihasim ytaicanunpy 
the Mgheat Exchange value (source R-CJJ and see what your 
Buying. Enjoy tea very hast luxure hoftjeys for a fraction of M 
coat of package tours. Owning n the UJC. means exeftan^ng 
from ■ safe base c aft the dream locatcm you warn. 

• Tennis • Swfcnjntag pool • Sauna • Solarium 
• Fishing (lake or rtvatj • Putting Green • Ctddren's play park 
• Seven acres of private grounds • ComtomMe private her 
Cvmn Cftwefru (pro n ounced Come Quevry? is a uniquely beauMuf 


01768 864541 1 1 1 


resort founded a yeere ego. In the heart of the Welsh veleys. 30 
minutes drive from ths Brescon Beacons. 

RC1 Amort el Mtamatiaaal Distinction - placing our resort In Hie 
top 10% of resort* worldwide 

t g>k *br dmrfs cel mmm Sam - 9pm 4ft 


01597 825352 Fax 860646 

CMn Chwetru Ltenelen Fewr Bu*h Woos. Powys. 


Advertise your property through the Independent and 
Independent on Sunday’s highly successful Property Gallery ; a 
marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the module format shown here, 
with 40 words of copy complemented by a full colour 
photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 


NR LEICESTER 



Immaculate three beeK 
apartme-nt in former HiS^Gr* 
Lodge 14 miles <a^£?jrjsisi 
from dry renujs.'tfgoif/ lions 
liiunfv •vr^fc VfcjjS'easi . e 
cuumryirirfe ltv*. Luxurious 
boih£?^ttcr room, 
fa* £Sfa.-f!l mP£ are*. Small 
*teau!ned garden, parage. 

^£7-L950 o-n.o. 

Day; 0171 293 2343 


Fill In this coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to: The Property Team. 
Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 

Deadline for raxipt of copy/pfaoto is at least 6 warkteg days prim to poMkaiha. Offer open to prime advertisers oaly. commercial adsrrttenig package available oa request. 


NAME TELEPHONE (daytime! 

ADDRESS 

1 require lCI -Cm 3Q flick appropriate box) Advcrtisementlsi Jl a total cost of £ 

Please enclose a cheque for fhi s amount made payable to ‘Newspaper Publishing PJc’ or fill in your Visa/ Acnss/Amex/Dinen Club details: 


CREDIT CARD NO L JJ l l-l 1 ,..LJ-L)_L I I j I.. 1 j J J EXPIRY DATE ...SIGNATURE 

For advice or more information please call 'The Property Team ’ on 0171-293 2343 or 0171 293 2302 




.4-, . • ' • . • r 
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money 


gJTi ,pn,yp?^ 


Looki ng for a 


healthy return 


Is investing in the healthcare sector a 
prescription for profits? By Rachel Fixsen 


F ancy buying an option on a 
dialysis machine? How about 
some shares in an infectious 
diseases unit? 

Hoping to make money out of 
the sick might seem in bad taste. 
Those of us who grew up with the 
good old National Health Service 
are used to keeping our money and 


health quite separate. 

: US. win 


But in the US. where the health* 
care secior is largely privately 
owned, curing illness has long been 
big business. It is becoming big 
business in all developed coun- 
tries where treating the sick costs 
ever greater proportions of GDP. 

More and more of us are now liv- 
ing to old age. and the elderly are 
the heaviest users of healthcare ser- 


vices. Scientists are coining up with 
amazing treatments, but the new 
drugs and technologies cost money. 

This is where investment oppor- 
tunities come in. Governments, 
struggling to manage ballooning 
healthcare costs, are having to look 
to the private sector in the hope 
that increased competition will 
provide better-value services. 

This is good news Cor investors in 
healthcare companies poised to 
take advantage of ibis, and for you 
if you can view senile dementia not 
as a sad goodbye to your grey cells 
but as a growth market. 

For example, in the US, a new 
breed of insurance company called 
healthcare maintenance organisa- 
tions (HMOs) has sprung up. 


Instead of your health insurer sim- 
ply coughing up when you get a bill 
from your doctor, with little control 
over how much it pays out, with an 
HMO you make a fixed monthly 
payment for whatever treatment 
you might need. 

Framlington has a unit trust 
which holds shares in healthcare 
services firms, medical devices com- 
panies and pharmaceutical and 
biotechnology shares. 

One firm it invests in, Cardio- 
thoracic Systems, has developed 
tools making heart bypass surgery 
possible without stopping the heart. 
Another, Neurosearch, addresses 
"major market opportunities such 
as depression, anxiety, Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson's disease" to quote 



jbectord*! don’t think someboty 
should be in this unless they're 
; Thinking about investing & it for 
fiveyear&N Longer lean, perfor- 
mance has indeed .been strong*. 
"Afterfiveyears ftOOO.wOuid have 
grown to: £2*222.93, according to 
_* MoneyFoctz, the specialist financial 
information provider. 


"higher than average -risk, says 

Fiona Price oftondon-tas^lmde- 
pendent financial advisers Fiona 
Price' St, Co. "The vast majority of 

. its Investment, is in .the US, which 
■ . again adds to the.xisk clerpeflt.' j 

‘Thesafestwayisto.gOfototi^ 

on a monthly basis. When the. price ; 
gpes down, it wifi -WOfk. to your 
advantage."’ Then 7 you can buy.- 
• cheaply, cashingiG on the next rise 


off" . 'their .portfolio w the 
■ ftamlingtem fi«iA she 

cautious shouldn t 

£C A^^?avenae is Healthcare 

.Reform Investment Trust, * new 
healthcare investment vehicle set 
up last September. Most ofitscash 
goes to the US, focusing on com- 
panies trying to take advantage of 
Svenunent efforts wcj^il 

healthcare costs, sach as HMOs. 

.. i.t UnFi-rm InveJjliCU 


healthcare costs, such asniwys- 
Healthcare Hefonn Investxnent 
Ttustdiares have fallen fo973p « 
rhim t after befoS offered to 


irustsnares u ayc 'J ^ 

last-count after being offered to 



unit juices* toys Mis Price- ^ 


from the Framlington brochure. 
However good the arguments for 
investing in healthcare sound, this 
is a high-risk trust. If you bad 
Invested £1,000 in it a year ago you 
would have lost 36p by now, not to 


mention the money you could have 
earned with a diversified fund. 

“It is a relatively volatile sector, 
in thatit is dealing with embryonic 
companies in themaio,^ says Craig 
Walton, Framlington’s marketing 


The Framlington trust allows 
. you to invest £50 a month. TfteminT 
-imuia lump sum investment is £500 
and subsequenLirtvesccneaits must 

be at least £100. Thi ess is a 55 per 
cent initial charge and a JL5 percent . 
annu al management charge. These 

charges are reflected m the pric» of 

• theiutits: .•;*.* • . 

- Framlington s itait trust can only 
be "used as > tax-free PEF up to 
£1500 a year, because it invests in 
America, Japan,.. Europe qnd.the . 
UK. But Ftemlingtod doesoffera. 
PEP which links its healtit fund to . 

- its Extra. Income "Bust for which you 
canose the fiill^dyOpOallpwance.- 

A serious investor' - might: be 
advised to invest op to 5 per cent 


Partners .wnior mau^w 

mostof its stocks are overdue 
for significant recovery. 

Pharmaceuticals stoats offer 
■ another route few investors. 

. ^Glaxo Wfellcome, Zertoca and. 
SmithKline Beech am are the UK/s 
team drug stocks. BZW Securities 
has a V recommendation on 
Zeneca and Glaxo, which means it 
"expects them to outperform the 
stock market by more than 10p^ r 
cent over the next 12 months. It 
recommends holding SmithKune 
Beecham, expecting it to perform 
in line with the market • 

... .Drugs stocks tend to -suffer, 
rather than benefit, from efforts to 
curb healthcare spending. But you 
do get the excitement of hoping the 
company's .research wizards will 
come up With a blockbuster cure for 
cancer or Aids. Who knows? 


Even Wall Street’s bull run can be bettered by Buffett 


D on't let anyone fool you into think- 
ing that stock market investment is 
as easy as it is often made out to be 
when bull markets are raging. Virtually 
every successful investor in history has had 
a bad patch at one time or another. 

There is almost no exception to this rule, 
the nearest - inevitably - being the leg- 
endary Warren Buffett. America's most 
successful stock market investor. This 
week, from his redoubt in Omaha, 
Nebraska, he unveiled the latest results of 
Berkshire Hathaway, the company through 
which he channels all his investments* 
Having achieved a return of 43.1 per 
cent in 1995, last year his gain was a more 
modest, but still remarkable, 31.8 per 
cent. Granted, there has been the mother 
and father of a bull market on Wall Street 
in the past two years, but Mr Buffett has 
once again managed to outpace even the 
US market's heady performance by 14 per 
cent over the two-year period. 

This is something that he has managed 
to do in all but three of the past 30 years, 
a record that defies all logic and experi- 
ence. More remarkable still, be has never 
once had a down year in those 30 years. 



Jonathan Davis 


So big has Berkshire Hathaway become 
on the strength of his investment prowess 
that last year's gain translatea into a 
$6.2bn increase in net worth. The man 
himself, the nearest thing to a genius that 
the financial markets have ever seen, con- 
tinues to play it all down with customary 
panache. In 1995, he coolly observed that 
“any fool” could have made money on 
Wall Street, and quoted tbe aphorism: “a 
rising tide raises all yachts”. 

This year, he has added his voice to that 
of others who have warned that tbe US 
market looks overvalued at current levels. 


But his policy of sitting tight an his 
investments, which include large holdings 
in Coca-Cola, Walt Disney and Gillette, 
continued to pay rich dividends last year. 

His comment: “We continue to make 
more money while snoring than when 
active.” For the moment, he contones to 
make the art of stock market investment 
look ridiculously effortless. 

Back in the real world inhabited by 
almost everyone else, many professional 
investors are finding the going much 
tougher, at least in the sense of trying to 
outperform the market Last year was 
notable for the number of well-known UK 
fond managers who found their traditional 
approach unsuited to the peculiar market 
conditions that prevailed None struggled 
more than Foreign & Colonial, the largest 
general investment trust in the UK which 
has around 100,000 investors, nearly half 
of them in its low-cost savings schemes. 

The trust (fid not have a disastrous year, 
but its performance was pedestrian - an 
increase of just 4. 8 per cent, in a year when 
the UK market was up 11.7 per cent. Its 
holdings in higb-yielding stocks, a group 
that many wrongly expected to do well last 


year, dragged down its UK performance, 
but the real damage was done by the 
volatility of currencies. Failing to hedge its 
overseas holdings against the strength of 
the pound in the second half of the year, 
undid nearly all the successes it had in 
picking markets and individual stocks. • 

Just as importantly. Foreign & Colonial 
suffered from the general widening of dis- 
counts in the sector. Tbe effect was that, 
despite the modest gain in asset value, the : 
shares actually fell over the year. Foreign 
& Colonial has been trading at a discount 
for much of the past year of 10-15 per. 
cent, a level that it has not experienced . 
for something like five years. . 

A lousy sector and a relatively poor per- . 
formance within the sector has not made . 
for the best of leaving presents for For- 
eign & Colonial's long-serving manager, - 
Michael Hart It is now 28 years since he 
took over the reins of the trust and it is 
no exaggeration to say that there Is no 
more widely admired investment manager ; 
in the City/ Mr Hart hands over the man- ‘ 
agement of the trust to his colleague 
Jeremy TIgue, in July, before retiring from . 
the company at the end of the year. 


Despite the. disappointing repent per- - 
formance, Mr Hgne has a hard act to - 
follow. Since Foreign «& Colonial’s whole - 
purpose is to provide" a well -diversified, j 
international portfolio with ah income 
stream aswefl as capital growth, the scope ' 
for pyrotechnic performance is always 
going to be. limited. Sure and steady, ’ 
rather than fast and furious, has been its . 
style for more than a century, and. there 
is no logical reason for changing it now/. 

• Mrlfert’speisonal approach has been 
tpseekto addan edgein performance by 
having the courage to buymtofadfing mar- 
kets, taking positions on currencies' and J 
joggling at the margin with the amount of . 
gearing in the trust The formula 1 has 7 
worked well for most of the yeazs.he has- 
been in charge, and his successor intends 
to adopt a. broadly sunflar; appfoach. 1 
Chopping and changing an investment ' 
style just because ofoneryear’s indiffer- 
tmt perfoimaiKe. would ariack of panic. : 

.. that said 7 the outlook' for /the invest- 
ment trust sector remaim mixed. There 
are stfil too many trusts around, and the 
competitive pressures are intensifying. 
The Fbretgn & CotomalthatMr.Hart: 


joirted over 40 years ago is barely recog- 
nisable in today's very different operation. 

- At the same time, there is no question 
that active, fund management is getting 
. harder every year, as the relentless rise of 
.indexed funds suggests. Anyone whose 
' job is to. invest across all the main mar- 
kets of the world, as Foreign & Colonial 
doesj&ces a tough job. There are simply 
so mapy variables to begot right. In a year 
when currencies are volatile, like last year, 
the scope for.enor rises. The odds are that 
the shares will come back in due course 

- and the discount certainly makes them 
look attractive on a medium-tenn’view. 

- - One reason why Mr Buffett has done so 

well for so many years is that he keeps what 

he does as simple as possible - just a few 

Targe holdings ofshares, which he watches 

like a hawk. In over 40 years of investing, 
he has only once taken a big position out- 
side the United States - that was in Guin- 
ness, the drinks company, which he has 
subsequently sold- So currency move- 
ments have never been something he has 
had to worry about There must be times 
that Foreign & Colonial would wish to 
hare made their life as simple. 
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PERSONAL PENSIONS 


Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you van 
contributions without 
paying a penalty? 


You may be quire happy with your pension. Until you try 
to change it 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties For varying 
contributions, even penalties fen: dying. You begin to wonder , 
just whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokets and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on 
their personal pension plans, should you wish to make 


Happily, The Equitable Life has never paid commission 
to third parties for the introduction of hew business. You 
don’t have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions every year. And, should you. decide to retire 
eady, your benefits would be exactly the same -.as if you had 
chosen that date initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fond is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the U -K, 

If you'd like to know mote, call (0990) 38 48 58 or send 
off the coupon below for further information by post and by 


www.equitaWexo.uk 


InfbnnaDon/ackicr will ody be gpen on Equitable group products ' 
Regulated by the Penanal Investment Authority 
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You profit from our principles \ 



MILLION INVESTORS ? BUST FIDELITY 


APRIL 5TH PEP DEADLINE. 
BUT WHEN TO INVEST? 
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GET 
NOT FAZED. 


i n \ f - s r m h x r . t.k. u s r p i- p 


. . Here’s your chance to drip-feed this year's PEP allowance in 
the 5tockm£rket over the next six months, invest international 
and pay ik> annual PEP charges. Phone us nemt or -speak to your E 
-about die latest phase in PEPs. 


-auuui me latest pnase m PEPS. 
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I tfci-cspecra long lead-in io the 
general election, but not the 
record hustings hurdles the 
rane Minister has lined up At 
the end of the first week 1 am 
already bored with politician- 
speak By the end of April I will 
t* gibbering. 

. market's immediate reac-- 
tton was interesting. Everyone 
expects share prices to fall on a 
Labour victory, so why did it take 
the announcement of the date to 
send a shiver around the dealing 
community? Perhaps it is just the 
underlining of the time scale to 
which we are working. Maybe 
Cherie Blair wiB indeed be mea- 
suring the curtains for No 10. 

. ^hat are the real worries for 
investors? The windfall tax stands 
oul Most people equate this with 
utilities. But look 3 t the way 
water and electricity companies 



Brian Tora 


No company can 
easily escape 
Labour’s windfall 
tax - not even 
the world’s 
favourite airline 


have been gobbled up over the ■ 
past year. It would be a tax on 
the new American owners as 
much as bn anyone. 

Then there are the bus and rail 
companies. I can think of one or 
two commuters who would wel- 
come some punishment meted 
out to train operators, bur the 
scope seems pretty limited if a 


meaningful bit of bunce is to flow 
the way of the Exchequer. 

Do noi forget BT though. If is 
still the largest “utility”. Of 
course, BT* s focus is increasingly 
offshore, but this is as much a 
reflection of the way in which the 
telecoms market is becoming a 
global business than fears of a 
high-spend socialist government 


targeting one of Britain's largest 
companies in an effort to claw 
back cash from any even half-way 
justifiable target. 

Even British Airways mav not 
be immune from the attentions of 
a new Scottish chancellor. The 
world's favourite airline could 
turn into Gordon Brown’s 
favourite target. Many of the 
fears of investors are in the prices 
already, but no one is going to 
stick their head above the para- 
pet until we ieam the real cost, so 
expect a dull period for vulnera- 
ble stocks until after the first 
Labour budget. 

Talking of the possible new 
in cum bent of No 11, the rumours 
are that he will aim for a full 
Budget early in June. This is 
ambitious for somebody who has 
never held a Cabinet post before. 
Getting to grips with the Treasuiy 


and coaxing the right information 
out of the Mandarins will not be 
easy in the first weeks of the new 
government Even if the most 
likely scenario is a budget with 
measures based on the first half 
of the two-envelope story. I find 
it difficult to see how much real 
judgement can be exercised after 
so short a period in the office. 

Which is why 1 worry that Mr 
Brown might go for an easy 
option and reduce, or even abol- 
ish, the tax credit that accompa- 
nies share dividends. This has the 
merit that it will hit few voters in 
the pocket immediately, will be 
virtually impossible to "understand 
for the majority of the popula- 
tion, and yet could contribute 
£5bn plus to the Exchequer. 

Why is it such an important 
move? Well, ao tax credit, no 
ability ro reclaim tax if you are a 


pension fund, a personal equity 
plan or a charity. Imagine ibe 
effect this will have on cash flows 
for our pension fund industry, 
given that 85 per cent of their 
investments are in ordinary 
shares. When previous Conserva- 
tive chancellors chipped away at 
this benefit, the market reacted 
severely. Abolition could see a 
bid downward rerating of shares. 
Time to mind your eye. 

All this assumes that the social- 
ists will win. The British elec- 
torate is quite perverse, often 
favouring the underdog. Bui it is 
a brave commentator who will 
predict a Tory win with the perils 
standing in their present state. 

Perhaps even now Mr Major is 
preparing the two envelopes to 
which I referred earlier. The 
story relates to an outgoing head 
of state who handed to his suc- 


cessor two envelopes, marked No 
1 and No 2. The advice he gave 
was to open No l when the first 
crisis hit the incoming govern- 
ment and No 2 when the second 
one arose. Sure enough, after less 
than a year the government’s 
popularity had fallen and (be 
economy was in a mess. The new 
head of slate opened No I. It 
comained just two words - 
“blame me”. He did. and the 
problem was solved. 

The second crisis arose and the 
country’s leader was keen to seek 
the advice of his predecessor. 

This time the envelope contained 
more detailed instructions. “Pre- 
pare two envelopes." it said. 

Brian Tom is chairman of the 
investment stmtegy committee at 
Grcig Middleton, stockbrokers 
1 0171-3924000 ). 


Ways to protect your income I NVEST AS LITTLE AS 

£50 AND GET OUR 
NEW HIGHER 
RATE OF INTEREST. 


Case study: 

two salaries, 
no children 

NAMES: Tim O’Hara. 34, and 
Riki TheriveL 36. 
BACKGROUND: Tim is a 
chartered surveyor with the 
Valuations Office, earning 
£26,800. Riki is an environ- 
mental consultant and a part- 
time university lecturer. Her 
income is around £20.000 plus 
£5.000 from lecturing. 
Although married for five 
years, they prefer to keep their 
finances separate. They have 
no plans to have- children and 
have a mortgage of £10,000. 

Tim has £5,000 in a building 
society and Riki has £2300 
plus £5,000 in a. Tessa, £2300 
in a PEP and £2,000 in a unit 
trust. 

Tim is a member of the 
Civil Service pension scheme, 
while Riki belongs to the Uni- 
versities Superannuation 
Scheme (USS). She also has a 
Prudential personal pension 
for £150 per month. Tim is not 
sure if he will be working full 
time in the future and is con- 
sidering a separate scheme. 
ADVICE REQUIRED: They 
require advice on regular sav- 
ings and retirement fanning, 
targeting a pension ( in today's 
terms) of £11X000 for Tim at 
age 55 and £7.000 for Riki ai 
age 60. Riki is -also keen on 
having green/ethical invest- 
: mngs~. T. ’ 

THE ADVISER: Bhupinder 
Anand is financial planning 
director of Caroline Banks 
Associates in London (0173- 
4S6 2119). He was named 
Independent Financial Ad-, 
visor of the Year in 1995. 

THE ADVICE: The roost 
important aspect of financial 
planning is to protect what the 
couple already have. That is. 
protect life, health and 
income. In Tim's and Riki's 
case, given their lade of depen- 
dents' and financial indepen- 
dence of each other, life assur- 
ance is not necessaiy. Their 
most important asset is their 
income for the next 20 years 
and beyond. 

What is beyond their con- 
trol is if they lose their incom e 
due to a serious illness or acci- 
dent. Income can be protected 
either by an income rejalare- 
tneru insurance (often called 
Permanent Health Insurance 
or PHI) and/ora critical illness 
insurance, which pays out a 
tax-free lump sum on diagno- 
sis of a serious Diness or a total 
permanent disability (TPD). 



THE WOOLWICH PREMIER 30 ACCOUNT 


AMOUNT 

£50 -£499 
£500 -£9,999 


GROSS ANNUALLY PAID* 

2.85% 

3.10% 



Looking for cover RHd Therivel and Tim O'Hara found the makeover sobering 


As an example, PHI cover 
of £3,000 per month would 
cost £2135forlun (to age 55) 
and £36.71 for Riki (to age 60). 
with Royal & Sun Alliance. 
The company is not the cheap- 
est. but is one of a handful with 
fixed premiums. The policy is 
also based on a definition of 
being unable to follow one’s 
“own" occupation rather than 
“any" occupation. Critical ill- 
ness cover of £100,000 for 20 
years costs £40.04 a month for 
Tim and £41.75 for Rfld. This 
is with Scottish Provideni 
which, again, is not the cheap- 
est. but it has similar condi- 
tions as above. 

Now to savings and pen- 
sions. Both Tim and Riki take 
a balanced view to investment 
risk. There are broadly two 
ways of savings, either using a 
unit trust (or similar), ideally 
within a PEP, or using an 
endowment. 

The PEP route is flexible 
but also requires discipline to 
ensure that premiums are not 
stopped or reduced for too 
long, or excessive withdrawals 
are made. A good with-profits 
endowment will smooth out 
any market fluctuations. It 
also makes a discipline of sav- 
ing, in that an endowment 


cannot be easily temporarily 
suspended. Tim and Riki 
should split their monthly sav- 
ings between the two in what- 
ever proportion they prefer. 
They can also allocate some of 
their building society deposits 
similarly. 

Some providers 1 recom- 
mend are Perpetual. Schraders 
and Mercuiy for the PEP and 
Commercial Union, Standard 
Life and Scottish Widows for 
the endowment. Friends Prov- 
ident has a good ethical fond, 
which is Pepable. 

With regard to pension 
planning, Tun should not leave 
the Civil Service scheme as it 
is one of the best available. 
Tim is concerned that if he 
becomes part-time in his later 
career, be will receive a 
reduced pension. In practice, 
however, if he works for 30 
years, 3 O of them on half pay. 
his pension will based on 25 
years' service. 

Assuming this length of 
part-time employment, I esti- 
mate that Tim's pension will 
be around £9 ,000 io today’s 
terms. However. I do not see 
the need to fund any further 
for a pension, but to use other 
more accessible savings. 

By contrast, Riki has to 


mainly fond her own pension. 
I estimate that Rild needs to 
contribute around £500 per 
month gross. However, the 
maximum she can contribute 
is 20 per cent of her salary, 
about £333 per month. She 
therefore needs to also look at 
other forms of savings. 

Prudential does not offer 
any ethical funds. A better 
choice would be NPI whose 
Global Care fund has per- 
formed well. 

Riki may also take advan- 
tage of a pension planning 
technique known as “salary 
sacrifice". This works by reduc- 
ing her salary by the gross 
amount of the pension contri- 
bution that she wishes to 
make, say £3300 per annum. 
Her employer then pays that 
contribution to her personal 
pensi on instead. 

THE VERDICT: Tim says: “1 
don't like to imagine scenarios 
where I’m seriously ill or 
injured. Til have to think about 
that This makeover has been 
very helpful." 

Riki says: “It was sobering 
to see how much I’ll have to 
start setting aside for a pen- 
sion. The idea of salary sacri- 
fice is a good one and 111 take 
it up with ray company." 


HIGHER RATES PAID ABOVE £10,000 

Have you had trouble in finding an investment account where 
you can invest as little as £50 without locking your money away 
long term and still get a new higher rate of interest? Well, look no 
further than our Premier 30 Account which not only caters for 
larger investments but smaller ones too. 

Interest can be paid monthly or annually, you will be able to 
withdraw funds with 30 days' notice and you can access your 
money instantly if you don't mind losing 30 days' interest. 

Send in the coupon with your cheque to Woolwich Building 
Society. FREEPOST (DT98), Kingswood House, Sidcup, Kent 
DA14 4BR. Alternatively, call in to your local Woolwich branch 
or call us free anytime on 0800 22 22 00 quoting ref: IK223. 
For your security, telephone conversations may be recorded. 

http: //www .wool wic h .co.uk/woolwich 
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Woolwich Building Society. fREEPQSI (DT98|. Kmgs^od House. Sidcup, (ten DAM 4BR 


i/We enclose t_ 


-to invest m a Wo o lwich Premie* 30 Account Iran 150). 


Please send me further details at the vvoohuch Premier 30 Account ■_ 
Name iwwiwnw 


Cheques made payable io Woolwich Building Society. Interest to be pa>a 
annuaily/mqntnftr fdeJew as appropriate). 


Telephone 0800 22 22 00 


-Interest will be payable net of me lower rate of income la* (currently 30Vl. or subject to the required cernnc anon, gross. Where the ra. acductec exceeds on 
investor's rat liability (»f any), a claim may bo made to the inland Revenue tor repayment of to,. For individuals whose income falls within ;ne lower or basic tax 
bands, the tax deducted wilt match itieu liability to ia> on the intorest and they will have no more tax to pay on it. individuals wno are "able at the higher rate 
ol income ta» of 40^ will have to pay additional tax on the interest to cover me difterence between the tax deducted and the higher rate tax due. Interest will 
be calculated daily. Iron the day ol receipt In tne case of a deposit of cash and irom the fourth Dank working day Biter receipt in the case ol a deposit o> cheque. 
Prool ol identity may be required. Withdrawals may be made wutioui penalty by giving 30 clear days' written nonce or immediately subject to me loss ol 30 days' 
interest. AH withdrawals subject to normal branch daily limns ot £250 in cash and £100.000 by cheque. Rates ot .merest mav vary from time to time. Full terms 
and conditions available on request Irom any Woolwich branch. Woolwicn Building Society, Corporate HQ. Wading Street. Bexleyheath. Kent DAB 7RR. psm 




PENSIONS 
MADE SIMPLE 

24 hours a day 7 days a week Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss 


0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


■ ii'wdoxvs mav be recorded Informaiinn or advice will onlv be provided on Scottish Widows products. Issued fav Scottish Widows' Fund and Lilc Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated hx the Personal Investment Authority. 
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John Windsor 
on the rise of 
classic works by 
black authors 

W hat shocks passers-by most 
about Britain’s first black 
second-hand bookshop are 
the prices. As black people grow, in 
appreciation of their literary heritage, 
the value of fine-condition first edi- 
tions by key 20th century black nov- 
elists, poets and politicians has risen 
beyond £100 and is still rising. 

I sat with Robert Beckford in his 
shop. Souls of Black Folk, in Brixton, 
watching the faces of black and white 
shoppers who had spotted the price 
tags on the volumes balanced pre- 
cariously against his window. 

Paul Robson’s autobiography. Here 
r Siand , £65. The first American edi- 
tion of James Baldwin’s No Name in 
the Street, published as recently as 
1972. also £65. The first UK edition 
of Chester Himes’s first navel If He 
Hollers Let Him Go, written in prison 
in 1947, £100. 

Onlookers’ jaws dropped. Mr 
Beckford smiled. “They’ve never 
seen books like these." he said. 

In the ascendant are books by 
black authors who made their names 
during the Harlem Renaissance in 
Manhattan in the Twenties and Thir- 
ties, such as Baldwin, the novelist 
' Ralph Ellison, poet Langston Hughes 
and Richard Wright this novej Native 
Sun is worth £500~£600 with dust- 
jacket intact). 

Also popular are books by post- 
war Pan-African political campaign- 
ers Marcus Garvey. .George Pad- 
more and contemporary women 
writers such as Terri MacMfllao, Toni 
Morrison and Maya Angeiou. 

The ebullient Beckford has a string 
of academic qualifications, including 
an MA and an Oxford BSc in hotel 



Black gold-dust 


management When he is not book- 
selling or scouring bookshops and 
fairs for black titles, he is lecturing in 
tourism and business studies. 

His customers are mainly black. 
Hitherto, the almost exclusively white 
British book trade has sold its black 
books almost exclusively to white col- 
lectors, many of them American. 

In bookshops offTbnenham Court 
Road, Mr Beckford says, he has seen 
sky-high prices for black books, such 
as a first edition of Booker prize win- 
ner Ben Ofcri’s poems, Flowers and 
Shadows, at £275. 

He has rocked the trade's boat by 
complaining in print that some white 
dealers are “stockpiling" black books 
- by which he means that some of 


those with black book sections are 
reluctant to sell him titles requested 
by his customers or send Him their 
m ail -order catalogues. 

Second-hand black books, says Mr 
Beckford. are a new bandwagon set 
rolling by the increase in academic 
black studies courses and the emer- 
gence of black publishers such as The 
X Press, which is reprinting black 
American classics following the suc- 
cess in 1992 of its attention-grabbing 
black gangster thriller Yardie. 

In the United States, the market 
for African -Americana is booming. 
At Swann’s second annual auction in 
New York last month, a fine 1891 first 
edition of Magda, the first verifiable 
novel by an African-American 


woman, Emma Dunham Kelly, 
fetched £4,400 (£2,665). . 

An 1867 second American edition 
aiOoteUe, Or The Coloured Heroine, 
a first novel by an African-American 
man, sold for S2JXX) (£1,210). It is the 
story of the daughter of a US sena- 
tor and his black mistress. 

If you prefer to read the mere sala- 
cious original version of 1853, in 
which Gotelle is the illegitimate 
daughter of no less than President 
Thomas Jefferson, buy The X Press’s 
reprint. The President's Daughter. 

In London, blade film memorabilia 
attracts enthusiastic bidding. In 
Christie's South Kensington’s next 
film poster sale on Monday (2pm), an 
llin by 14in lobby card advertising 


the first talkie, The Jcaz Singer, of 
1927, inwhkiiAIJoIsoasangthe leg- 
endary "“Mammy”, is estimatedat 
£1,000 to £1,500 (pictured left). ; 

Alkollectois of blade memorabSm 
have encountered die accusation of 
racism, to which their retort is “black 
history 1 !. Collectors, auctioneers and 
dealers use the term “blaxpioita- 
tion” to describe collectables that 
reinforce black stereotypes. There 
are two lots of blaxploitaifob. _ r 

One is one-sbeet film posters in the 
South Kensington sale. One lot, con- 
taming 32 posters for American films, 
including Shift’s Big Score, Superdude 
and The Khmsman, is estimated at 
£300 to £500, : 

A big collection of “black 
ephemera” r advertising and pack- 
aging featuring "black characters — . 
fetched strong prices at Bonhams 
Chelsea in December. One of the 24 
lots - three (ten advertising leaflets 
including well-worn images juxta- 
posing soap and black skin - made 
£360, more than double the £100- 
£200 estimate. Still modestly priced 
in this country are what are dtscozt- 
certingly flaggeias “coon cards" at ; 
postcard fairs. Published before the 
war, there postcards are today un-PG 

There is no doubt about the racism 
of American cards depicting blade 
people as apes. These cards cost £7- 
£8 from postcard dcalers_;John Bar- 
doe, managing director of a London 
financial services company, has col- 
lected about-1,000 of them. 

He regards them as social history, 
a natural addition to the rest of has 
collection - women’s rights and ani- 
mal rights postcards* “But,” he says, 
“whereas you find Jews collecting 
even anti-Semitic Judaica, ! know of; 
no blade people who collect these ; 
cards. They are very sensitive about 
the whole thing." •*•’ 

Souls of Blade Folk (Robert Bedford), 
Unit 2, The Electric Market Halt, 
inside Market Bow, Bruton, London 
SW9 8JP (0171-738 4141). ... 
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T wo contrasting images summed up the 
debate over mutually owned building 
societies and insurers this week. 

First, Alliance & Leicester Building - 
Society confirmed 21 April as its flotation 
date. A&L members will each receive 250 
shares, worth up to £1,200. 

The next day, Norwich Union, the 
insurer, gave details of its own flotation, 
planned for May. Almost 3 million mem- 
bers will receive free shares, albeit on a less 
munificent scale than building society 
demutualisations. 

The plan is that some 1.8 million NU . 
members with a traditional with-profits 
endowment - such as those linked to mort- 
gages - will get a minimum of 300 shares, 
worth about £720. 

More than 1 million among this number 
will actually receive more than the minimum, 
depending on the value of their existing 
policy. While the exact calculation has not 



Nic Cicutti 


Bradford & 
Bingley’s 
loyalty 
bonus is 
of mutual 
benefit to 
everyone 


yet been worked out, no maximum will 
apply. So those with particularly large 
policies will be made very happy. 

In addition, a further 1.1 million NU 
policyholders will receive a fixed allocation 
of 150 shares, worth £360. They include peo- 
ple with life assurance cover, investors with 
Norwich Union unit trusts and pensioners 


with a NU personal pension. However, home 
and motor insurance policyholders will get 
nothing. 

With all these free shares “floating" 
around it is hard to see how the mutuals 
might compete. Which is where Bradford &. 
Bing/ey comes in. The B&B is determined to 
remain in the hands of its policyholders. 

This week, it too announced that it would 
reward its members' loyalty with a package 
worth £100m in 1997. The society is pledging 
to push its savings rates at least 0.25 per ednt : 
above those of its floating rivals: Halifax, 
Woolwich, Alliance & Leicester and North- 
ern Rock. Variable mortgage rates w3J also 
stay 0.25 cheaper. 

Bradford & Bingley argues its move, in 
which it gives profits back to members, is like 
a flotation but with a slow fuse. A borrower 
with a £50,000 mortgage, for instance, could 
save about £900 over seven years, compared 
to stock market rivals. In future, the society 


adds, the benefits to savers and borrowers - 
will be even greater. ;* .■/ . 

Of course, one nnist wcmdCT wfiyit has 
taken rolcaig for building-societies to'; 
respond to the threat from those converting ; 
to banks in this way And there is more than 

a tiny dose of “poison pjfl" to the Bradford : 
& Bingley’s dedrion: potential raiders might 
have to admit that a hostile bid for. the 
society could jeopardise these benefits to 
policyholders. - - : 

Even so, this is good news for savers and - 
borrowers. It opens up the prospect of a minor 
rates war and an extreme reluctance to push . 
up home toan costs for fear Of taangmarfcet 
share: How long it lasts is another matter. 

But as long as it does, those extra few V 
pounds in interest from Bradford & Bingley - 
will pay for a nice night out Or that extra -• 
bottle of ouzo at the duty frbe~ to go with 
the holiday bought with the proceeds of the 
Alliance & Leicester flotation perhaps. 
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Act before 
4th April 


The M&G Corporate Bond PEP is 
one of the largest and most 
successful corporate bond funds 
available. Since its launch in 
April 1994 it has been the top 
performing fund in its sector. 

If you had invested £6,000 at 
launch you would have received 
income of £1,182 and your capital 
would have grown to £6,506. A 
similar investment in a building 
society would have produced a 
gross income of only £895 and 
your capital would have remained 
at £6,000. 


The M&G Corporate Bond PEP 
gives you a sensible way of 
achieving 6.6%* tax-free income 
and there is no initial charge t 
and no withdrawal fee after 
5 years. 

The capital value of units and 
the income from them are not 
guaranteed. 

f The difference between the 
buying and selling prices on 
28th Feb. 1997 was 0.37%. 

For details of the full range of 
M&G PEP Funds return the coupon 
or telephone 0990 600 627. 


NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 
You shoukJ contact your independent financial adviser (if you Have one) before investing. 
The price of units and the income from them can go down as well as up. The value to you of 
file tax benefits wiB depend on your own dreumstancea. The tax regime of PEPs could change 
in the future. 


^cTb 


■ To: The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me details of The M&G^I 

■ PEP, including The M&G Corporate Bond PEP. ■ 

I NO SALESMAN WILL CALL I 

I ' 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Mr/Mrs/ 

Misa/Ma 

INmALS 

SURNAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

KE-GEAL 


M&G does not offer investment advice or offer any recommendations regarding investments. 
We only market the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. 
teuva bv M&G Financial Serwras b/fhiea. 

fiv The Person# trv&jrrrm Autfvriy. / 

MSG Wnr T-us/s ire managed by MSG Secuntes 
Lirntee ffieq-jianx 1 or IMK) and The Personal 
Inresirmnt Aulhccity.t 

■Jfe ne.»f rnys ycur naro 3rd adfrss Mflade to 
A'* Mil occanat/ lei voj 
CVHT Ctvxtt V rfiWSQ 3y fXTXrArs 

»••<*»!« M8G Cijmwna 

roi mo mi it yw hom [wgtry na to now )fas 



Managing your money for the longer term 
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“M&G says that it will 
accept bonus shares 
from building 
societies converting 
to banks into its 
General PEP... 
ifs possible that not 
all PEP managers wifi 
accept shares 
into plans.” 

Investors Chronicle 
24th January 1997 

It* estimated flrtw redemption yMd 
on TIjb AUG Corporate Bond PEP » 
at 28th February 1997 ns 6-C% and 
th* oobmated gross distribution yteW 
msTOV 

Notaa. laeonra figura* rater to groaa 
Incoma MiG Corporate Bond PEP 
capita! Agues are offer to bid. Tha 
Buflcfing Society nootnafiguraaara 
bwad on tea awaia pa Share Account 
rate faourcK CSO - financial 
S ta t i at im) . Sector pertormanca 
source: IBerepaL 


The M&G Corporate Bond PEP 
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fonifft & CokQffiU iaraned 
the Imestnieot trust in 1868 
gf»e the hnester of modens 
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£1,000 Invested In January 1977,. 

Foreign & Colonial ' Higher Rate 
Bui wing Society 


Investment 
ThiStPLC 

1977 £ 1.000 

1387 - £ 8,795 

1992 £14,927 

1997 £28354 


Account 

£1,000 

£2,353 

£3.681 

£ 4,682 


Whrchever way the market is heading; our 
investors have a history of enjoying' strong,- 
long-termperformance. 

The Foreign & Colonial Private Investor- 
PlauV; aljovys you : fb ' Trivest .in -the 
stodemarkets of the world at low cost. 
Over the last decade, while the rehi. value 
; of your money has fallen by over ethlrd, 
£1,000 invested ' in Foreign & Colonial 
Investment Trust would have tripled.- 
Why not find out more and enjoy the benefits of 
Foreign & Colonial Whatever the dimate ■ ' ' 

: Phone 01734. 020 802 or Fane. 01734 344 €22 

any time quoting the coupon code; or return the 
coupon. .. : • • y-:_ Vl - 



To:Foreign & Colon^ManagemertiLtd,Bp Box 2, 
Twyfoni, BerkshireRGIt) 9NW. ; ; ’ ' J - ^ 

: Name y • i ; . : . > . : 

; Address’ ‘ .‘T. :, v 


Town 


County 


. Postcode 


Code P22397IS 


Tha vafua of your shares and Incan* from them ran f*D H x •' ’>■ ■ ■ "• ... . 

pafonnmb no guide to the futuTn. AH 6gura» i Jmuary HKoneat. 'W 

rebwMBd. tncLMstoricai 33S nobonal expenses. (Acmal Plan ch*r«st prfteftiiet bigome 

highest natrate avaRabie from Mkropal CC2R00Q4- A m mrrf) Stamp Dtrtyj, SuMdina Sod my fbn^»c Lh.- 
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Reader offer 

20 copies of the Uoytis Bank 
2*6“* 1997/98, priced 
£7.99, to be won. 

R^d the tax tip column on 
the nght and answer the fol- 
lowing question: what is the 
maximum capital gains tax ■ 
limit for 1990/97 rSend the 
answer, your name and 
address on a postcard to: 
Independent Reader Offer, 

62 Queen Anne Street, Lon- 
don, W1M9LA. The first 20 
correct entries will win. 


Best savings rates 


*Bmk 0345 257000 c—n~> hs** Bm ^ 


*?*?***, 0500505000 Stotto*. WM 
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An Equitable way 
to top up your, 
company pension. 


Did you know that to receive the maximum pension 
available, jxw would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing your job, even once, could 
dramatically reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have more time to enjoy life, you have less money. 

Topping up your company pension, with an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge the gap. 

You make contributions from your gross income, with 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 
legislation on change in the future. 

What’s more, we don’t believe in paying commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call I 0990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 


www.equiiable.co.uk 


Iafonn»iofrtd«* oc-V be pvm on Eqonable p^rap products 

RrtfMiauxf by ibe Personal Investment Autfacrirf 
THI uz'z/sx 1JL rcnogT. si” 3 ^ Mssmaef. buctm^hamshiie hto m 

rZ^~Z^TZ TsEXPOST, Vj&m Street. AYLESBUKY. Buck* HR27 7BR I 
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The Equitable Life j 

You profit from our pr incip les j 
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U nless you’ve been on a desert island for the 
last year or so, you’ll know that a windfall 
tax is in the offing - and that if s nothing 
to do with taking some of the apples that blow 
off your trees in the autumn. 

Windfall taxes, essentially one-off levies on cer- 
tain areas of the economy, arguably have a long 
and ancient histoiy, though not necessarily a glo- 
rious one. So why are they so much in the news 
now - and will they affect you? 

Back in early medieval times such levies were 
the main way that the sovereign raised money, 
usually through such devices as “fifteenths” 
which meant everyone had to contribute a fif- 
teenth of their property to help fund the latest 
overseas investment drive (then known as a war). 

With the development of more sophisticated 
forms of revenue raising such as customs duties, 
excise, stamp dudes and that comparative new- 
comer- income taxes- one-off levies faded away. 

In recent times there have been occasional 
returns to windfall taxes, the best known being 
a one-off tax on banking deposits in 1981 which 
raised about £400m. Less noticed or acknowl- 
edged was a Supplementary Petroleum Duty 
which came in at the same time, hit the oil pro- 
ducers in the North Sea and raised about £lbn 
— but perhaps that could be argued as simply an 
increase in the existing Petroleum Revenue Tax. 

Now we have another of windfall tax on the 
horizon with a pledge from Labour that, if 
elected, they would introduce a windfall levy on 
privatised utilities alleged to We made windfall 
profits. The money raised would go towards new 
training schemes. 

Full details of how the levy would operate are 
unclear, though more details are emerging from 
shadow chancellor Gordon Brown’s recent 



John Whiting 


There are 
some old 
precedents 
to Labour’s 
windfall tax 
proposals 


speeches. The yield has been talked of as £5bn, 
though this one-off levy may bring in less. But 
what remains opaque is exactly who is caught by 
the levy and how it will be computed. 

In terms of who will be caught, the water and 
electricity industries are the generally accepted 
targets. But does that mean just the distribution 
companies? Does it extend to electricity gener- 
ators? What about other parts of the ex-public 
sector - BT, BR, British Steel. British Coal etc? 
Pronouncements this week suggest that British 
Gas and BT are in the target area. 

The method of calculation is very difficulL The 
banking levy in 1981 looked at the average 
amount of deposits held over a past period. That 
had the merit of being fixed, easily measured and 
not manipulate (in that the period was already 
past when the tax was announced). 

But if the target of the impending windfall levy 
is excess profits how are these to be measured? 
Set a norm and look who made more - but that 
arguably penalises the more efficient companies. 
Attack excess distributions? But that means 


going back to see who got the money — no doubt 
not the current shareholders. Look at the profit 
levels now? But that doesn't really get at the 
alleged excess profits of the past. 

All one can say is that there is something of a 
Damocletian sword hanging over a part of the 
economy. If the levy only raises £lbn, many com- 
mentators have argued that could easily be 
absorbed by the likely recipients of the bills. But 
the amounts involved seem certain to be higher 
and may start to hurt- Then again, a Treasury 
report this week seemed to suggest that utilities 
had made good profits since privatisation - while 
at the same time pointing to the regulatory regime 
as arguably the control mechanism. 

Overall, there is a climate of uncertainty. 
There is talk of challenges at European level but 
Labour are certain that the EU would not inter- 
fere. So it looks as if a Labour victory would be 
followed by extra tax bills to many companies, but 
it seems highly unlikely there would be actual bills 
to shareholders. 

Clearly your investments in Privatised Co 
may go down in value (or up if it turns out that 
the levy will not hit it as the market had antici- 
pated).” And in due course, I suppose, prices may 
go up, but that is another issue which the regu- 
lators will no doubt get involved in. 

Then again, some are arguing that the Conser- 
vatives got there first with the recent introduction 
of a reduced rate of tax allowances (6 per cent as 
opposed to the normal 25 per cent) for long-term 
plant and machinery. This affects investors in big 
plant installations- which indudes water and elec- 
tricity companies. And the yield is going to be up 
to £750m annually on Inland Revenue figures. 


John Whiting is a tax partner at Price Waterhouse. 


Tax-saving tips 


As the clock ticks inexorably on 
towards the 5 April deadline, here arc 
a few tax-saving rips to consider 
0 You are allowed to contribute up 
to 15 per cent of your annual earnings 
into a company pension scheme. This 
attracts juicy tax incentives at the 
higher rate of tax. For personal pen- 
sions. the maximum is age-related, 
beginning at 17.5 per cent at 35, rising 
to 40 per cent at 61. The Revenue 
hands over up to £40 towards every 
£100 paid in, depending on your mar- 
ginal rate of tax. 

0 You can save up to £6.000 in a gen- 
eral PEP and £3,000 in a single-com- 
pany scheme each year. You can also 
set up a Tessa with a maximum 
deposit of £3,000 in the first year. 

0 If you have a spare £100.000 lying 
around, try Venture Capital Thists. 
For each £10 you pay in. the taxman 
gives you £2 back. The money 
invested rolls up free of capital gains 
and income tax. 

0 Your first £6, 300 of capital gains in 
1996/97 are free of tax. You can sell 
the shares and buy them the next day 
in order to lock in the gains until the 
following year. This is known as “bed 
and breakfasting”. 

0 If you are considering inheritance 
tax planning, now is the time to con- 
sider making use of your £3,000 
annual gift allowed each tax year. 
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The Index-Tracking PEP 


f 


WHAT MAKES LEGAL & GENERAL’S 
FTSE ALL-SHARE INDEX-TRACKING 
PEP THE BEST VALUE PEP 
OF ITS KIND ON THE MARKET? 


A glance at the table will show that 
- since its launch just over one year 
ago - the Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it offers 
PEP investors unbeatable value for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 
This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire stockmarket, so it removes 
the risk of being over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen vour 
return. In fact. £6.000 invested in the 
Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 
at launch would now be worth £7,696* 
compared to just £7,1 1 1* in the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. And there's 
still time to invest this financial year. 


INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE 
SINCE LAUNCH * 

NOV 95 TO FEB 97 


NO 


initial charges 


JUST 

0.5% annual charge 


NO 

ivithdraival fee 



UNBEATABLE COSTS— 


At just 0.5% p.a., you won’t find a better 
value FTSE All-Share Index-Tracking PEP 
anywhere else. And there are still no 
initial charges or withdrawal fees to pay. 

To find out more about the UK's best 
value FTSE All-Share Index-Tracking PEP, 
call now, or return the coupon opposite. 

Alternatively, you can contact us at 
http://wwwJegal-and-general.co.uk 


"Sourer: Micwpal/IGUI. on an offer in hit! basis based ,.n all PEP 
charge* wiih provt income re-uivotcd from 01.ll.9S t since launch » 
(o I --02.97. Pan performance Is noi necessarily a guide l» future 
pcrfnrroance. Both capital ami income values may j»i down as »cll as 
up and you may nn gn bach ihe amount Invested. Tax loumpiimi' 
are those currently applicable and are subieet to statutory change 
The value of lax relief win depend nn ynur mills ldual circumstances. 
All ciJtnpartaons of cu»i apply In PEHs investing wholly in I 'nil Trusts. 
Full written details are available rm request. All staicmruia are correct 
as at r niT-. legal & r^r octal (Direct j Limited Xcelsiered in England 
No. 2-020S 0. Registered Office Temple Owl. II Oucco Victoria 
Street, London EC4N 4TT* Representative only of the Lcpal & t.crtcraJ 
mart dine Rruup. members of which are regulated hr the Personal 
Investment Authority and IMBO for the purposes of rccommrndlnp. 
advising un and selling life assurance and anestmenl products 
hearing Legal X frencra/'s name. 


The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP 
that performs the best 


(also costs the least) 


■a 


■ a 
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Find out more now - Phone free 0500 11 66 22 


FREEPHONE 8am TO 8pm WEEKDAYS 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS PLEASE QUOTE REF:A4DJ31 

For your protection calls will usually be recorded and randomly monitored. 


Post to: Legal & General (Direct) Limited, FREEPOST SWC046” Cardiff CFI IYW. 
Please send me full written details of the Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP 


Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 


Forenames 


Address 


Postcode 


Date of' birth 


Tel. No: Home 


Tel. No: Work 


Legaf&^ 

General 


If you already have any PEP investment, please tick here 0. 
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direct finance 


SATURDAY 22 MARCH 1997. . 


i THE independent long weekend 


How the telephone took over from 



U sing the telephone to buy 
insurance, banking, mort- 
gages and investment ser- 
vices seems to have been around 
for ever. Yet it was just 12 years 
ago. in 1985, that going direct 
- began when Peter Woods and 
some colleagues decided that 
thev could sell cheaper, value- 
for-raoney motor insurance over 
the telephone. 

Direct Line, the company he 
founded, now owned by Royal 
Bank of Scotland, stripped away 
the jargon, asking simple ques- 
tions in everyday English. 

More important, from small 
beginnings and a highly success- 


Tony Lyons 
reports on the 
rise of products 
sold by phone 


Ail marketing campaign with the 
ubiquitous red telephone. Direct 
Line began a revolution in how 
financial services were sold. 

It starred slowly, however, tak- 
ing more than five years for poli- . 
ties sold to reach 500,000. Today, 
Direct Line has well over 22 
million motor policy-holders. 


By 1990, Midland Bank had 
begun the first telephone banking 
service through its Fust Direct 
subsidiary, a bank which opened 
for business at one minute past 
midnight on a Sunday morning 
and has remained open 24 hours 
a day. seven days a week ever 
since, with no high street branches. 

Over the years, the range of 
services on offer over the tele- 
phone has multiplied. Life assur- 
ance, personal equity plans 
(PEPs), pensions, stocks and 
shares, mortgages and loans are 
now just a call away. 

Much of the impetus to the 
growth of direct services has 


come from new entrants to the ' 
financial sector. Names such as 
- Virgin and Marks & Spencer, 
previously known for their retail- 
ing strength, now feature among, 
the leading pension and PEP 
suppliers, carving out a large - - 
share of the market - 
Traditional insurance compa- 
nies and investment management 
groups had to respond. In the 
early days, they often set up a 
new subsidiary with a different 
name so as to not annoy their fin- 
ancial adviser market- A typical 

example was the Insurance Ser- 
vice, which was actually owned by 
Royal Insurance. Nowadays, they 


are happy to drop the disguise, 

.. Investors and saversfiave disr 
covered that the cost .of buying . 
by telephone Is usually cheaper 
than using a bank, building 
society or financial adviser, . .. 

Nowhere is this better fllus- • ‘ ; 
tinted than with personal pen- : i‘. 
rions.Orcofthefii&fooffer 
direct pensions two years ago Was 
MerdiamInvestore.Alreadya 
low-cost provider, investors wbb . 
boy its pension plan over the tele- 
phone save tbemsefvcs up to 5 ; 
per cent of the premium - the ; ; 
commission paid to financial ■ - • 
advisers. Together wittiother . 
direct piwiders.such as Virgin, • 


Eagle Star, SocktishV^dows and ; 
PensionStore,tbey hav&showu. 
just flow much more expensive - 
aie the policies sold by traditional 
means with their higher charges. 

: ' Mortgages provid e anothe r - 
good example of . the savings. By 
getting a home loan over the 
telephone, house buyers canusu- 
afly save at least half a per cent 
on the mortgageTate. Among 


usually because . ttoey bavenot 
■bee® trainedto 4 o.so orit B n 

. - • j .investment 


sot 


•been crameoio w ~ : 

alleged under &*££** 
-rules. But a Uttle bit of 
. work to decade what is needed 
; and a“ri»g round” ^ 00 “^ 
prices, is often enough. If 


prices, is often enougu. u — 
provider thinks a customerneeds 
^amiadvic^ t^ will refer 
♦hem to an independent adv^er. 

What of the future? Already 

_ £ a, Af^onrnil IfitvlCCS 


muse upctan ug j «u.; " ■ • 

are FlrstMorigt^e, Bradford A! 


aow ayafiabte ty -telephone can 
be pimrftased"by compiler 


services in tbiswayljj to know in 
advauce what you want The . 
providers wll not offer advice,- 




vices have over the past decade. 


This 


area is 


secure 


Ken Welsby and John Hancock 
on investment over the Internet 


I t's become almost a ritual: 
“Thank you for calling Go- 
Slow Insurance: my name's 
Debbie, how can I help you?” 
But once you have got beyond 
the greeting, and confirmed 
that, yes, you are calling an 
insurance company because 
you want some insurance, 
what will you be asked to 
provide? 

Your postcode. And that's 
the key to the direction in 
which telephone-based finan- 
cial services are heading. 

In their early days, direct 
sellers were regarded as 
“cheap and cheerful" alterna- 
tives to the mainstream, estab- 
lished financial institutions. 
Not any more. Increasingly 


direct sellers are using the 
latest technology to become 
more customer-focused. All 
the operator needs is your 
postcode in order to see on- 
screen details of your previous 
dealings with the business. 

Robert Wint of Co-Cam, a 



Wired and waiting: 
secure bank 
transfers should 
be able to be 

conducted via 
the Internet later 

this year 


“when, on-line banking gets 
. under way later this year, atti- 
tudes to payment over the 


Web wilt change rapidly and 
- - - - r Web sit 


company specialising in the 
idofs 


kind of system which delivers 
this information, says lajge 
companies have traditionally 
been poor at customer rela- 
tions. You could contact them 
several times and not be 
recognised. 

This problem has become 
more acute as many bank 
branches have dosed down 
and more customers have 
been allocated to faceless 


regional centres. Increasingly 
though. Mr Wint says, tech- 
nology will “re-introduce the 
quality of one-to-one client 
relationships". 

When making an invest- 
ment, people like to feel 
important Call centres and 
diem-focused systems put 
client data on to any screen at 
the touch of a key. If you walk 
into your local bank and the 


person with whom you are 
dealing is able to ask if you are 
happy with the PEP you 
bought by telephone last week, 
you feel that you are a “real 
person" rather than an 
account number. 

Developments of a different 
kind are taking place on the 
Internet. If you are looking for 
an investment, you can spend 
hours viewing investment data 



What the taxman 

giveth, 

the taxman taketh 


away. 


(Invest in a Direct Line Tracker PEP 
before 5th April, or you could lose this 
year’s tax free allowance.) 


Take advantage of the taxman's generosity’ with a Direct Line Tracker PEP. 

* Make lump sum and/or monthly investments. 

* No initial charges. No bid /offer spread. 

* Only 1% annual fee. Exit fee of only 0.2% 

(to cover stamp duty). 

* Top up your investment to your annual 
,£6,000 limit at any time in the tax year. 

* To find out more call us now. 



(DIRECT LINE) 


personal eo urrr plans 


0181 253 7737 


0161 832 7737 


0141 889 7737 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. 31 NT" 

Revised Easter opening hours; Friday 28th and Monday 31st Bam to 6pm. Saturday 29th 9am to 5pm and Sunday 30th Iflam to 5pm. 
httpdfoww.£recti!ne.co.iik A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 



on the Web sites of most big 
UK investment providers. 

Many of them indude plan- 
ning tools and on-line calcu- 
lators to help you make a deci- 
saon. Some will even handle 
questions, although the 
answers may be stock rather 
than true responses. 

Today, most investment Web 
sites provide information and 
take enquiries, but do not han- 
dle payments. Although the 
technology for secure credit 
card transactions on the Net is 
becoming available, for most 
finantial services transactions 
it’s still a matter of completing 
a direct debit form or putting 
a cheque in the post. That 
should change later this year as 
secure payment technology 
such as IBM’s Commerce- 
POJNT comes on stream, 
which will enable secure bank, 
transfers to take place on-line. 

It is worth remembering 


that most- erf these Web sites 
and the tools that they provide 
are part of asales process and 
the information may bebiased. 

• Ifyou want to refer to some- 
thing you readrecentlyEO The 
Independent, but didn't keep 
the cutting,you could be.m 
hick if you subscribe to AOL 
Europe - the local version of 
Ameiica On-Line. With a few. 
mouse clicks yon can access 
onr on-line edition and search 
the personal finance and busi- 
ness pages of recent issues to 
track down the information 
and save it for reference. '. 

For anyone investing in 

managed funds s uchas unit or 

investment trust PEPs, com- 
panies such as Micropal and ■ 
HSW maintain Web pages 
with up-to-date performance 
data from main providers. : . 

For example, if you connect 
to Interactive Investor 
(http-y/wwwinxauk) or Find, 


the financial services set direc- 


tory ^rtt^/%wwLfirid.co:uk) 
youcan^find.notonty; perfor- 
mar^efigLHsa.^om Micropal 
prYSW^but^efformaiice his- 
tories, prrifiies arid analysis. 

The basrcS&yfoe&are free 
but for. more {fcfrrilsyxi have 
to register, to comply with the 
Financial' Seawes Act, con- 
.finningyp^fewe.as&d for the 
information and that you 
understand the ferkis on which 
itis offered-) __ 

Iione| I Welch, operations 
manager ' at \! interactive 
Investovse^S the next devel- 
opment aS being “push " tech- 
. nology, downloading an intel- 
rtigfcnt screensaver carrying 
investment prices, and data 
• winch automatically updates 
itself at regular intervals. 

John Perceval, managing 
director of Omnium Commu- 
nications, which created and 
developed. Find, says that 


make it possible for Web sites 
.- to accept payment and com- 
. pie re transactions for value". 

Another new techno logy 
which is looming over the hon- 

■ zon is interactive television. 
With the advent of digital TV 

. the medium will provide a 
richer information environ- 
ment - and television has the 

capacity to influence events in 

ways that the Internet cannot 
You can see how television 
and investment are already 
starting to connect if you have 
satellite or cable services and 

- tune in to the two business' 
channels, EBN and CNBC. 

. EBN, European Business 

■ News -part of the DOw Jones 

- .empire 'which publishes the 
Wall Street Journal - carries a 
mix of business mid finantial 
programmes, with regular 
market updates.. _ 

CNBC is much more mar- 
ket focused, and from early 
afternoon provides live cover- 
age of the action on Wall 
Street, including the on-screen 
ticker showing virtually real- 
time prices. 

In the world of digital tele- 

■ virion expect to see tighter 
links between the Net and 
broadcast services. In just a 
couple of yeiars from now, 
eaqpect torit at home watching 

.. live . news conferences and 
market commentary in a tele- 
vision window on your Inter- 
net screen. 

•• One final statistic to con- 
sider from Charles Schwab, 
the giant US broking firm and 
parent of ShareLink, Britain’s „ ^ 
leading execution-only bro- 
ker. This time last year, only 5 
per; cent of its dealing came 
from the Internet Now the fig- 
' ore has passed 50 per cent. 

Will Britain be far behind? 
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fcp 1*0*1 wtaBMInuBk 


PEP 


PICKER'S 


TOP TEN 


Top performing Ppfthave a hobit of cdtrading large 
oommrssior? chargss. Ask arty of ihe lop ten PEP • 
companies and you could payas much as £360 - 
on an investment of £6000. But not if you call us. 

We dxvge just one flaf fee of £25, 
and return any buying commission to you, the 
investor. Why not save yourself some money? For a 
free brochure. Freephone 8 tiD 8,any day of the week. 


0800 413180 

PEPDIRECT 


TM 


Tfw UK's LARGEST Rat-fee PEP Provider* 


KJ0RECT is dw raotarad PER dodSng i 
faqj dmfc Aeiodaf Ut afa i 

Rwwtt A^ l inagu la hd iyfallaigM f 


kwMMM AdAeriy Fee ratwrwJ if no 
ihancanUaivMlaHH. *Pfa»Ouart«r TW6 




n»rePDwecT 


ovjKK.1 T«m, Tbrqua Qwk Attcwln lid. FRSOST WV316 
Mne'a Hww. Sr. S»w, WV2. IBR ’ 


Renewing your home insurance 
in March or April ? 


If you are 
50 or over, 
you could 
save with 
Saga - call 
us NOW 


Yon will know how expensive 
home insunmce.can be. 
Thankfully, if yoh areaged50 
or over you can benefit from 
SAGA Home Insurance - a 
superior household insurance 
feat is only available to 
mature, responsible people' 
like you. 



SAGA Home Insurance could 
offer you genume savings 
over other policies, , while : ./ 
giving you cover that fully ‘ 
protects your home and 


The Saga Price Promise ■ 
If yoofindaiiofeer tisiiparablc 
policy at a lower priice^ within 
2 months of taking out 
SAGA Home Insurance, we 
wffl refund you the: difference.: 



Services Ltd - .:; 


^Service, Ltd, FSEEPOST73* 

- MfcMf^rn-gijuM era e 


S^H Soviet* ui woshi lftenj j 


* Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
tow cost: 


1 Discounts Tor 
honw security 


► Free pen with yonr 
quotatitm ' 


Callustoday 

Fciryanrfoj&no ' 

quote amply 
call us on. the number 
befow.' We will be 
pleased io answer any 
questio^ you have on 
SAGA Hqme Inriirance, 


414525 


quoting reference 

ID3709 
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Pensions end PEPs are just a 
call away, writes Ken Welsby 



-end scramble 


W ith only two weeks to 
the end of the lax 
year,-fafld managers 
providing persona! equity 
plans (PEPs) are -gearing up 
for a last-minute rusft. About- 
one-third of ain PEPs are' now 
sold directly; either by tele- 
phone or post, reflecting the 
way these prodoctsiiave been 
simplified and rer>a" , ’“ — 1 

rv i lJI 


two of the most popular, 
providers, are open for busi- 
ness all day on Saturday S 
April, so customers can hand'' 
in completed appLfcafioq foxtns 
and cheques nght uppiufl thW 
last minute. ' _ 

Direct line is setting ud 
-PEP desks’" at its regional 
offices to take application 
forms and cheques, while Vir- 
gin is likely to da the some, at;- 
least. in London,... y I . 

But to be safe it ;atakes 
sense to make the caii foday or. 
tomorrow, theirfilf indteforin 
as soon as it arrives and send 
it off with ychtr cheq&e rio.&tef 
than next weekend^' r J 
The other lonpteniT 
saving where the 
year ma tiers ■ptr^ruiai pert- 
sion. If you are not in a cofo- 
pany schema, thmkhai^about 
putting spare cadi jfotti' a pen- 
sion plan of your own =- the 
Inland Revenue' -r^es allow 


yon to make contributions for 
up to six previous j years. 

Buying a pension; ift more 

complicated^' than . putting 
money into a PER; but com- 
panies such as Scottish Wid- 
ows and Merchant Investors 
will eiqrtain the details on the 
telephone. But; as with all 
<xnapany representatives, they 
.will only tell you about their 
- own products. - ■- '• 

AJthougk you -can only put 
£6,000 in a general PEP for 
: . tax year, , maiqr people. 
; ,-are inyesftngfetRth^^carretrt ■ 
year's, allowance add- next 
year's, says Robert Allen, PEP 
manager at Direct Line. 

This was echoed by Tbny 
Wood, marketing director at 
. Virgin, which is t aking in pf.p 
investments of about £10m a 
day: “Some people are invest- 
.ridg. a lump-^um fur thi s year 
.and an initial payment for 
" P^/98-, but the vast majority 

•are sendingri^oll fL^iiSo? 8 
T Most rif 'the big^seflers, 
including those 'from Virgin,, 

. Direalije^aotiiir^I & <3eq- 
erat, are TTadter foods, which 
-sefek ;to match vpferfoT 
mance of a stock mariet index 
by investing shares pr 

in a representative sample- 

It’s , a simple Idpa which 
sayes the' huge amounts of 



No needlto make a song and dance: pensions' can be arranged over the phone 


money spent on active man- 
agement. The downside, of 
course, is if the stock market 
does not. do well, neither will 
your PEP. "But it is important 
to remember that PEPs are 
long-term .investments, so you 
Should try to keirp them for at 
least five years. 

; Most trackers fofkw the FT- 
SE 1 00 or t he FTSE All Share. 
The FTSE 100 covers the 100 
fop companies (those with the 


Tbe All Share covers about 900 
-.and its supporters point out 
that it includes smaller com- 
panies which often produce 
better profits growth. 


Raids which track the FTSE 
100 are offered by General 
Accident, HSBC, Fidelity, 
Midland, Sovereign and Virgin 
Direct, while Equitable life. 
Direct Line, Kleinwort Ben- 
son, Gartmorc, Old Mutual. 
Morgan Grenfell, Legal & 
General, HSBC and Norwich 
UnioQ track the All Share. 

An alternative. to the direct 
sellers is the telephone-based 
brokers, such as PEP Direct 
and the PEP Shop, which offer 
plans from many big providers 
-often more cheaply than you 
could buy them directly. But 
it’s even more essential to act 
early to meet the deadline. 


If you are planning to invest 
in a PEP through a broker or 
an independent financial ad- 
viser, don't leave it too late. 
Make sure the intermediary 
has both the completed appli- 
cation forms and your cheque 
by Friday next - allowing a 
clear week for onward delivery. 

The Independent has produced 
a free 32-page Guide to PEPs. 
sponsored by General Accident, 
a leading life insurance com- 
pany. CaO 0500 125888, or send 
your name, address and post- 
code (no stamp required i to 
IndependentlGA Life, FREE- 
POST. Y0550. York, Y01 1BR. 



Abigail Montrose and Keri 
Welsby on getting a loan:; 

C hoosing a new borne -'income and length of service 

can be exciting, Kiif • , " with an e!nplcyet: \. ' 
marching down tire - % ■* - Tdephonemoitgages can 
high street in seatf&oflhe ^ - 't&erihe t&eapmvsmce the 
best raortgagetfealis nat- If ,, lender ’does not have the 
you can’t tape tite dKttsght jaf •; ebscs «f £ branch network. . 
spending your So whfle moa leaders have a 

weekends nippag rafelocaJ 1 >'s£aixJardvariabterate (SVR) 
banks and ho^^iiOaep^,' 'V qf aroimd 7!25per cent, 
wbv not pick upfoe c 'Directive has an SVR of 

More than 20w^-feacrwn- - 6-3-per Gent 
lenders operate Telephone; . In some cases; where a 

mortgage services* inelgtfing .. fonder has a telephone arm 
Abbey Natibnak^WltealHaW and a branch networt the ' 
& Gloucester. WoolWich and -; BVRIs lower through its ■ 
Nationwide. Some.leoders, . telephone arm. Forexam- 
such as FimTJirqc^ First- pie. Bradfotd& Bmgley . 

Mortgage and Dfrefci lire, .Building Socfety ^iarges an > 

offer mortgage^e«^over ■ ' ;; -S VR on fismoiiga^s of 
the phone.. . •. . f ■ - .' 6.99 per cent. But itsiete- 

Monday’s election -V; . 1 phode' mortgtfgd'arnvRra d- 
announcementty^ered a; '; ford& Bing% ,; Mortga^s 
dramatic increasefo the-vpl-' - ,D]rect,has as SVR of 634 ^ 
ume of calls to indnypltik! per CenL 
direct sellers ^mosffipih .-Probably tirefoosi flexible 
borrowers IqokKfg fbrlorog- offering (?pmesffo«n ; 
term fixed iates.. ' Citibank- High eafoers- . 

“People don’t know; v , JE4(MX)0 a yfel t arid upwards 

the eleoioo irieaafe'fbr iter- can open a Citibwik per- 

est rates, but theater fright- J sdnril reserve aqcoum, which 

cned of uncertaintyr’’ said- - offers both secut&d and _ 

Nick DeuiMfo cHtef casecu- .". . rfosednrW tre^tloes based 
live of FimMortgage. “They "/.'■on -earnings and tntetnl] net 
want to nail dowjfc the- rate - . uyoiH. Orwe the erdiit line 
now for three*4kriir’or five. hasheeaAgreed, you can call 
years as a precaptioD. , ' on ji at aity time with jusi . 

“Borrowers wh<? wool-.— ..one phone call. Rates are 
through the pain of rates al - varifol^-t^culated^ Ijsn-i 
12 and 13 per com. and 


found themselves struggling 
to meet -their coounitments 
every month donft.wan! to 
go through that again. They ' 
want certainty." , ; ' 

Mr Deutsch jbefieyts the 
move to fixed rates 
one reflecticnrt of continuing 

uncertainty ih Rehousing * 


don -rater-bank ram (three- 
- raooth Libor^ phjsl JZS per 
: cenL which cnjTently means 
... paying about 75gppr cent. 

-Natftriwide efeiqgeetfee 
same“ rates, jaffriterest and 
MqiE&rs the same range of 
' mortgiisss throu^fi both its 
relepbd^ seryfotaodire 
branAest A^pokesman for 


market. ft'irifc'Oly analysts - Nauocwide^says tbe^wTdnig 
and "big kmddb &k o£ prices -society raate» no disttaction 
rising Yk berivoen 7-percent ‘ -i— ' 

and 12 per cenCftayeaT . he 
says custoriters‘tsMi?.a.tira~ 
maticaHy different view: an 
increase of 2 td 3 per cent . 
irrespccriva of Which party 
wins the election. r ' - 
Calls tn direct lenders are 
often free and tiwif 


between the'two serviries, as 
- iheaim is ro.tet customers 
choose whi^ sendee is mqsr ' 
suitable anrfcvjnvement for. 

them. ■ 

Several banksand binlding 
societies which offer mbrt- 
-, gages both direct £Dd . . - . 
through their branches can 


lines are usuallv t^ehJn tba ;. arrange for a rmanaal 
evenings and ai weekends. ; TV. adviser to vfedtyou at home. 
Once^i gei thfoisb-fo the.. - Son* direct lenders offer 
lender, you ghfe ihC i^eriaor ^.opfy repayment mortgigw; 


0 


some basic details about 
yourself, such asyour age", 
and income. In many 
the lender wifi be able to . 
make you a provisional ■* 
ftKtrtgage offer withnwiim- 
utes, and if you know how- 
mucb vou want to borrow, 
the lender will be able to 
work out what the monthly 
repayments would be. 

Some lenders edn-fin in 
most of fhc application form 
over the phone. This- can 

take from 10 rt»30™utefL 

A.copj.- of ihcjapphcanon is 
smt to the potential bor- 
rower. to check- sign and - 
return. 

Others prefer the poten- ■ 
•iai borrowers tocompifife 

the form ihcmsrtvw, 

enabling borrowers to lake 
ihcra 1 rime over the font! and 
to enter exact details sw* 35 


' over ihe phone. 0tlw?rs will 

Vfcrfoteresi-ontymortga^ 
provided that you arraffge 
for there payment vehicle. 

. The amount you can bor- 
row may be limited. Some 
direct lenders require as 
much as a 25 percent 
deposit. Biit many offer 95 
per cent mortgages and 
some, such as Bank of Scot- 
land Mortgages Direct, offer 
J00 percent mortgages,; . 
aUbough thc rate of interear 
may be hi^ict • ._ ' 

Buying a home can be. a . . 
daunting experience and; 
direct leaders find that few 
of their customers are first- 
time buyers. But for ffiose 
Who are confident enough to 
deal over the phone, arrang- 
ing a mortgage in this way 
can offer good value ami 
convenience. ' • 



£ 4,000 

CASH BONUS 


PLUS 2.5% DISCOUNT 


You're never too busy to get 
a better mortgage. With the 
Cashback Plus Mortgage from 
(4=9%) Woolwich Direct, borrow up to 75% 

***** 1 of our valuation and we’ll reduce 

our rate by 2.5% for 12 months. We'll also send you a 
cheque for 2.5% of the loan (up to £4,000) after 
completion. Cali us now for a personal quotation in 
minutes, quoting reference: I Y223. 

Get much more unth 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0645 75 75 75 

Hr foul uruntv Mtephcnc omvRUIJora raw or &J0jm ■ 9 Doom MON - FN. 

9 Otum - 3 00 wn S*T. tapSam . iOOprr SUM. InMmrf rdtPan ethmautam 

•i»e dinuLi r»b,*,rntt s 'j-K ol -Be JOvancr ic a manrroro o, 14.000 lr.r Catnaac^ p| U ._ UD.r t «r n a.anabi* 'a all n»- no«|«r.r 

cve-awr* mull, — or~z WaMCi uamn «u — t iwmh name ln« >arc ^ .jiudw nunpnui n» m, m) u* W 14 wnunlc m nnu< «■ 

cai-'uiaica on !n« uwniti.or mai mr ai^CMniaa mnneacc >nc win inof, it>i ma 'an c» in »«» ariar ina orar ,.a>. Socai, >. 

M WIM .Mica. mmrM, n. rii n lad «WS Tn* oaaoac* orta ana J W ra» irnnn non Mr w* a wrnrMi ««*, o> aonanec -m 'W*fl onaif.' 

u J <« MW nmn mu« dv *09 JT T««i rvmm- MIOI op an nwmw onn aun. ar. <«* w pi 4 i»i jja af-a ntur. >«nmi a onuum w 1 9». on in» 
Sooan '■ aandani yrnw nnsmr <*r ~ nr, «Wi ana a ownaw nsn ol rrocop a COM** Lamne mi a nwotat* a 15J 000 M » nan iww ra. 

anna, or nw aanwca r. « 'iw Stem * fna omw'ii on aaaacw or LX?S? per momn ems >300 aw~«si '.*«•> ’** Acoteaon >m 

uaiCij tewpw Imm in IS SoKarare naiM* enofra UWM Oosaa uannaiiaNon Fa* unw op reeempinK isooo anq a aa«* tacm* or 

i. ■■ nr.-. 70^ amoum [Aoon L1J4.T09.0C 1 4 :gw * SN. «PH. a nra cnaw *o *•» mow <wi aa nroueep or ucunt, ta anamu onr. naa. m 4R an-reno io orranec a 
biCacar •twymart mrnew lo icw* M annn'i 1 ' nwrtc««r wrm n me montaca -n "n* iMmao cp full a m pant <a nararnM to auiw km, aero-c ir- 
rm, niwiui4wiiBr«w eireotr r> «r»i aurora m nifro pi ina mentesr. ”m mur ot tnc envun t * « «wma«»0Mai M wpae aMWr icnravapn in- 
couiva«mi i* in* umc nw, m a lean* r' inr tuuvunf an* a* rna^eo. Tnc ««qaai w«iw mown >o « ma-nrorr, cruv Niawai io 6 mamiu itrw 
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wicn a nr , jjMteetim nwwnai »n«ma(» aurnono' n« wn »um» and u“ Bin? tnnaw-s-, 

YOUR HCiME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


SBEJJ 


Quite simply, an outstanding pension 
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Plug your PC into the money markets 


There’s a wealth of data to be 
downloaded. By Ken Welsby 



Why pay unnecessary tax on your savings 
when your money can grow 
entirely tax-free in a Virgin Growth PEP? 
Call ns now to secure your 
PEP and your tax savings before the 
tax year ends on April 5th. 




; direct 

g n'zrzor.s't financial sorvin* 

0345 95 95 95 

C_-:~ sc-i!E --a***; a from Bam to ';Cpr= 

Minimum investment £50 a month or £1000 lump sum. 


Virctr: Direct Perso-ai rinoncisJ Servks Ltd is rtgule'ed by the Ferscnsl 
InvesVntrit Authorjty. Tha p-nsc- c-f ur>i-.s ans arv into^s- frorn then 
— ’- 1 90 d.Tvvr ai well f*S up and you may .not -get back ai; the money 
you invest. 7r,e b-ssis or? tax may chang* arid tho value Cm the tax 
benefit ct-po-od; or. how rricch tox you poy. For your security, »ii calls 
to Virgin Direct writ be rassrrieti and randomly monrtorsri. 


W indfalls from building 
societies and insurers 
that abandon mutual 
status to become public com- 
panies will create about 11 mil- 
lion new shareholders in the 
course of this year. 

For most, it will be their first 
experience of direct share 
ownership although many, of 
course, will promptly sell their 
shares to invest or spend the 
cash elsewhere. But for those 
prepared to take the long-term 
view, windfall shares could 
provide the first stepping stone 
towards building a stock mar- 
ket portfolio. If you fall into 
this category, you need to give 
the subject a few minutes 
thought now, rather than wait- 
ing until the envelope lands on 
the mat 

As Charles Vintcent. a Lon- 
don stockbroker and invest- 
ment adviser explains: “Most 
people come into the stock 
market by accident. Something 
happens that either gives them 
some capital, or puts them in 
the position where they need to 
make their existing capital 
work harder, and they come to 
realise that they should look at 
investing in shares.” 

In recent years, he says, many 
of his new clients have been 
managers and executives who 
were made redundant 
“They have often collected 
some sort of pay-off, and 
because they have a certain 
level of expertise can find part- 
time or consultancy work which 
gives them a reasonable stan- 
dard of living.” he says. “But 
they need to make their capital 
grow to secure a comfortable 
retirement - and tbat leads 
them to the stock market.” 



Screening profits: some services such as Infofrade even eriaMe Investoreto trade tftrougfrtb^ hohre computers 


Like all private client bro- 
kers. Mr Vintcent found him- 
self spending large amounts of 
time explaining to clients how 
the market works, what moves 
it. and how to construct a 
portfolio. AH of which prom- 
pted him to write the best-sell- 
ing guide to investment and 
share trading: How to be your 
own Stockbroker. 

The book has been fol- 
lowed up by a software pack- 
age. Cybertrader, which 
allows investors to analyse 
share prices, select and man- 
age their own portfolios, track 
performance and set buy/sell 
limits, using Stock Exchange 
closing prices and other infor- 
mation downloaded from the 


Internet each night One key 
feature is the ability to run 
separate trading and invest- 
ment accounts, so that you 
can look for short-term 
opportunities as well as long- 
term growth. 

Cybertraders focus con- 
trasts sharply with Infotrade, 
which offers a broad range of 
financial services, including 
will writing, insurance and 
mortgage quotations as well as 
stock market investment. 

Both programs usea dial-up 
link to a central database 
which then updates informa- 
tion on your PC's hard disk. 

For those with a speculative 
bent, the Infotrade service 
even covers the Ofex trading 


facility for smaller companies.' 

- And there : are links, to lots 
of useful mfiMThationi-intdud- 
ing sector averages so yon can 
contrast selected stocks with 
others in. the same way of. 
business, and 1 background 
material' from a. variety of - 
sources. , ' • ' . ’ 

But the big bonus from 
Infotrade is the direct links to ; 
three execuHon-ooly brokers — 
Sharelink, Cater AJten’sGity- 
Deal arid : Brewin Dolpbm’s 1 
Stocktrade service! 

Once you have an. account - 
with a broker you can place buy 
and' sell orders on-line. The 
system aiifn maffoaTY^1 rail nfes ' 
dividends received : and 
expected, downloading the 


informalion.by modem, and the 
new Version, fo be delivered 
nest week , calculates your cap- 
ital gains tax position* if any. . 

The.btheibig enhancement 
' to the system (available from 
May), Will be . daily, reports of 
.directors' dealings. - often a 
■rel^lemdicatorofcompaiiy 
piospectsi ..' -. • \ : T-.. ' 

' It’s one thing to have the 
tools.: but "knowing Tk>w to 
use them-: and make money 
“ynthibemVis. quite another 
story. .And thatfs where the 
“private investor^ often comes 
unstuck;-: •• : - 

' One solution is to join forces 
with a fi^ .friends to form an 
investmentdub- essentially a 
-group of people who con- 


tribute an agreed sum each 

month and dedde together 
. how it should be invested. 

. ' ' There are hundreds of such 
clubs around the country- 
- .many of them launched and 

: encouraged by Pro ^^ are ' , r , .| 
Among the most successful 
• Is theMaydown Mergers club 
based in Londonderry, which 

. has 19 members, all working in 

the local textile industiy- 
• “It started more or less acci- 
dentally,” said Mike Carroll, 
■.the founder-. “Ijcead arvurnclc 
’ about- it and we got tatong at., 
work. The next thing, word got 
round, and people were queue- 
ing up to join.T 

At launch, each of the 19 

' members contributed £200 as 

a lump sum, plus £25 a month, 
which has just gone up to £30. 
In the first year, says Mr Car- 
roll, the return was Id per 
cent - but in the last three 
months this has topped 25 per 
cent. , . , 

/ --We use Infotrade to decide 
on investments,” says Mike 
Carroll.. "At first wc did it 
. manually, but there's so much 
more information you can get 
-on-line." 

Cybertrader 0181-904 2010 
. (software free, monthly sub- 
scription for on-line senice. typ- 
ically £10-20 depending on 
usage and services), 

■ Infotrade 0800 226600 (soft- 
■ ware free, basic subscriptum 
£2.95 a month includes 2 hours 
on-line. Extra time at £1.55lhr. 
With additional charges for spe- 
cific sendees such as real-time 
prices and mortgage quota- 
tions. 

ProShare 0171-600 0984. for 
information on investment dubs. 


First National, the Republic 
of Ireland's largest bunding 
society, is offering UK savers 
a range of accounts through 
its telephone and postal ser- 
vice. These include a 30-day 
postal account paying 6 per 
cent gross, paid monthly, on 
deposits above £2,500. Call 
OSOO 558S44. 

Towry Law. the independent 
financial adviser, is offering 
free copies of its With-Profit 



loose 

change 


Bond Survey. Call 0345 
889933 or write to the com- 
pany at Baylis House, Stoke 
Foges Lane, Slough, Berks, 
SL1 3PB. 

TSB is offering free copies of 
its Money Savings Guide . 
which includes ups on paying 


less tax on your savings. Call 
0500 758400. 

Woolwich Property Services, 
the estate agency arm of- - 
Woolwich Building Society, 
is offering to scrap its fees 
for anyone who takes ouLa 
new mortgage with the soci- 
ety. The company is also 
offering access to a five-year 
fixed-rate home loan, pegged 
at 8.19 per cent. Details from 
estate agency branches. 


Norwich and Peterborough is 
launching a Canaiy Account _ 
for people who support Nor- 
wich City FCjThe account 
pays up to 4.5 per cent gross : 
on deposits above £100,000. 
The society pledges to con- - 
tribute 1 per cent gross of 
money in ail accounts to the 
football cinb. Can 01733 : 
372222. - . . 

John Charool is launching 
“cap and collar” mortgages. 


. one of which pronaises not to 
rise.abpye 7-75 per cent until 
February 2002; They will also 
not fail below 5.99 per. cent. 
( Caii;08(j0.7r8m. • 

Midland Bank is launching a 
Capital ftOltcted PEP, which 
offers At Ieait 20 pcr pent 
averfiyey^rtOrstock raar- 
ketgrowth Khkedto the 
"FTSE iOp. share index; . 
whicheverisgreater. Call • 
0800 i001«CI fordetaite; v . 


find 


every PEP 

on^the Internet 
; :C: at?the click 
of a mouse 



littp^/www.find.oo.uk 
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Prudential cuts 
the cost of cover 

Lower bills are only a call away. By Dave Firebrook 


F inding the best - and cheapest - home 
and contents insurance is one of those 
time-consuming rituals many of us go 
through each year. 

But now. thanks to Prudential, one of the UK's 
largest insurance companies, it is possible to 
obtain borne and contents cover in a fraction of 
the time. And at a fraction of the cost. 

For example. Paul and Amanda Nicholson, 
who live near Lands End. in Cornwell, were able 
to cut an astonishing £260 off their bill by switch- 
ing to Prudential. 

The couple's savings come courtesy of a rev- 
olution in the insurance world. Gone are the days 
when finding the best price meant going through 
an intermediary, such as your local broker. Or 
when you felt obliged to stick with your mort- 
gage lender's insurance policy. 

These days, one call to a national telephone 
centre such as Prudential's is all you need to get 
cheap cover right away. 

Simplicity and low costs come easy to 
Prudential . The company has some nine million cus- 
tomers worldwide, with £82bn under management. 

The company's size and the efficient way it 
is run allows it to deliver some of the best deals 
on the market. More than 1.75 million people 
in Britian have chosen Prudential to insure their 
homes. Over 90 per cent of Prudential customers 
decided to renew their policies last year - an 


outstanding satisfaction rate. Insuring your 
home with Prudential is easy. All it takes is a 
simple free phone call - 0800 300 300 - to one 
of the insurer s friendly telephone consultants. 
Getting a quote will only rake a few minutes. 

Moreover, when you decide to take out cover 
through Prudential, you have the option to pay 
the premium in one lump sum or by means of 
12 interest-free monthly direct debit payments. 

The company's Plain Speaking Home Insur- 
ance covers both buildings and contents policies. 
These can be bought singly, or together, which 
is cheaper. 

Prudential's buildings insurance offers: 

G Unlimited cover for the cost of rebuilding and 
repairing your home. This includes permanent fit- 
tings and built-in features, such as garages, walls 
and fences, drives, pools and patios. 

G Accidental damage to pipes and cables, glass 
in doors and window's are ail included, as is loss 
of rent or the cost of alternative accommodation, 
up to £151)00. 

Contents cover is equally straightforward. 

G You are automatically insured up to £30jD00 
for “New for Old” cover. 

One free call - 0800 300 300 - is all it takes 
to cut pounds off your annual home insurance 
bill. Pick up the phone - in years to come you 
will wonder how you could have found cheaper 
cover am other wav. 


LOOK HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE 



Birmingham 

.861 

Tunbridge . 
wens tni 

Dartford 

DAI 

PRUDENTIAL 

Plain Speaking Home 
Insurance 

£167.54 

£2t4.74 

£287.97 

EAGLE STAR 
ideal 

£234.93 

£234.93 

£385.61 

GUARDIAN 

Dimensions 

£245.39 

£357.83 

£430.71 

ROYAL & SUN 

ALLIANCE 

Select 

£239.46 

. £280.66 

£331-33. 

COMMERCIAL UNION 

Key plan 

£210.65 

£233.12 

£361.26 


The quotations are based on a customer aged 50. ow ning a three-bedroom semi-detached house built 
in 1955. Sum insured of £SO/J00 fnr buildings cover for illustratinns except Tor Prudential Plain Speak- 
ing Home Insurance when: the .sum insured is unlimited. Bedroom-rated contents cover of up to £30I>00 
(£35,000 Eagle Star and Guardian) for illustrations. New for Old cover. Prudential Plain Speaking Home 
Insurance quotes include a 1 5 per cent discount off contents premium for combined buildings and con- 
tents insurance, plus £15 off the first sear's building-* premium when switching from another insurer. 
Premium tax of 2-5 per cent is included. Quotations correct at 20/Q3'97. 



Call now 


- PHONING Prudential is the easi- 
est way to cut a small fortune off 
the cost of your home insurance. 
Not only is the company oDe of * 
. the cheapest on the market, there 
are also other hefty discounts. 

G You can get 15 per cent off 
your contents premium for taking 
out combined buildings and con- 
tents insurance. 

G Age-related discounts of up to 
20 per cent are available on both 
contents and buildings insurance 
if you are aged 45 or over. 

O Prudential will also cut £25 off 
' your first year’s buildings’ pre- 
mium if you switch from your 
.'mortgage lender. Or £15 off your 
first year's buildings premhnn.if 

■ you have never insured with Pru- 
dential before. • . • *• 

. G Security discounts of up to 
1 7.5 per cent are available off 
your contents premium if you . 

■ meet Prudential’s household 
requirements. 

All discounts-are . applied cm a 


Riding high: Amanda and Paul Nicholson slashed hnndreds from their home Insurance premiums 

A couple break the batik 


C hoosing Prudential for its 

home and contents insurance 
paid big dividends for Paul 
and Amanda Nicholson. The couple 
were able to save £260 compared 
with their old policy by choosing 
Prudential. 

The quote for £160 they received 
last year was also half die cost of the 
next cheapest estimate Paul had been 
able to find, despite calling more 
than a dozen other insurers . 

He is delighted with his choice: 
“We spent the money we saved on a 
new saddle and bridle for Tro), one 
of the two Arabian horses my wife 
enters at shows." 

When rhe Nicholson's moved into 
their new home near Si Just, close to 
Lands End, three years ago. it seemed 
natural to opt for their mongage 
lender's home and contents policy. 

Paul Nicholson was busy 
launching a new business, called 


Two people, one 
phone call ... and 
£260 off their home 
insurance bill 

Roots West, a mountain bike tour 
company which caters for tourists 
who want to view the beautiful 
Cornish coastline from a saddle 
rather than tbe confines of a car. 
Amanda was settling into a new job 
caring for people with learning 
difficulties. 

But then the couple found that ' 
despite never claiming on their policy, 
premiums just kept on rising. The last 
bill they received was for £420. 

Paul derided to act “I like to get 
value for money and so i spoke to the 
bank, saying that I thought the 
premiums were too high. They 


lowered them.; but not by much. ’. 
So I decided to took elsewhere for 
a cheaper quote.” 

His cabs soon led to keener 
■ price? bring- quoted by other. • 
companies. However, it was bis last 
call - to Prudential - (fiat finall y 
paid off. “I had seen an advert and 
decided to give them a call. 

*T. was very surprised to.be - . 
quoted £1 60 for both home 'and .. 
contents insurance , so I went back 
to my bank and asked if they 
COUW match that price. They said 
they couldn’t, so I went to ' 
Prudential .” "-.t' •. - 

Cover was granted instantly 
over the phone and a form was 1 ‘ 
then sent to the couple fo r them to 
sign. Within a week or two,-: ; 
everything had beea sorted. Paul 
was impressed: "Prudential was . 
very efficient. All it took was one 
free call.’' 



Jn.oeiiaQnti 


Phone 
Prudential for a 
no-obligation 
[quotation FREE 


0800 300 300 



Pnadentwl is a trading name of The Prudeotial Assurance Company Limited (which is also used by other connxmies . ' v ~ _ ; r 

denual Assurance Company Lid is registered in England and Wales. Registered Office 142 Holton BarsKdon EON ^ P™- 

ancc Company is regubuod in the conduct of investment business by SIB and also provides other insurarai^odtos 1 5454 The pnidentiar Assur- 
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Serena Mackesy 

In my week 


Thanks 
Saddam, 
we'd have 
been lost 
without you. 
I know Sly, 
Arnold and 
Wesley feel 
the same 
way 


M emo from Lany Trcndi- 
foot, Writer-Director, 
Tte Cloaked Imposter. 
’J^BObrnm, Head, 
Studios, Larry Patzigar, 
^^ucer, Larry Tfempasent, 

Enclosed my acceptance 
speech for Monday night. Any 
comments? 

“Ladles and gentlemen, 
mends. Members of the Acad- 
emy. [Modest, overwhelmed 
pause.] Thank you. This is a 
great honour, and one I will 
never forget. [Fond glance at 
statuette.] I can’t, of 
exjurse, accept this award 
on my own behalf because 
as everybody here knows, 
a movie is not the work of 
apy one individual, but of 
a whole team of people. 

This industry is full of 
warm, talented, creative 
individuals who have 
worked souDessty toward 
one common goal: the 
enrichment frfafl our bves. 

I wouldn’t be standing 
here today if it weren’t for 
the contribution of these 
people, and, though obviously 
time won’t permit me to name 
allot them individually, 1 would 
like to thank at least some of 
them. [Look directly to camera.] 
Those of you who don’t get a 
mention tonight, please don’t 
think I'm going to forget you 
in a hurry. 

So, where to begin? "Wen, 
Imposter would have been 
nothing without our wonderful 
cast. TTiat they achieved such 
quality in their acting was tittle 
short of miraculous. Wfe were 
very lucky to have the talents of 
Manila Starbuck, who coura- 
geously sniffed at nervous 
exhaustion to be with us. Vffe all 
cherish fond memories of 
Manila’s punctuality, good 
humour and boundless energy, 
and were touched by the 
devotion of Donna, her personal 
pharmacist, who was perma- 
nently on tend in her trailer to 
ensure that these qualities newer 
flagged. The personality prob- 
lems between Manila and 
Harley Burke were greatly 
exaggerated by the National 
Enquirer. Harley is above 
everything a dedicated thespian. 


and no red-blooded sex symbol 
such as he is could have failed 
to strike up a cordial relation- 
ship with an actress of Miss 
Starbuck’s obvious standing. 

Thanks, too. should go to 
Harley’s lovely wife and former 
publicist, Mindy Mansfield, 
whose timely marriage to him 
laid to rest the rumour mih and 
rescued the mid-west audience 
figures. Mindy has proved to be 
talented in her own right, as the 
five-film deal she landed with the 
same studio as her husband 
shortly after their wedding 
proves. Thleni runs in the family: 



Mindy’s brother. Jonas, acted as 
personal assistant to Harley on 
our set and rapidly scored a 
promotion to Best Boy. 

Bur the cast is on fy part of 
what goes to make a great 
movie like Imposter. There are 
so many people to thank for so 
many different forms of input 
First among them is Larry 
Fmkelbaum of LCD Studios, 
who sat on my project for more 
than 20 years before finally 
allowing me a third of the orig- 
inal budget on condition that 1 
cutout the Commie tendencies. 
Thanks, Larry; I owe you one. 

I would also like to thank the 
people of Tfailerpark. Indiana, 
who reacted so unfavourably at 
test screenings to die original 
ending, in which the villain 
bought himself a seat in the 
Senate, that the studio ordered 
a complete rewrite. After 
consultation with my lawyers, I 
fully accept that the cameo role 
involving Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger and a band-held nuclear 
missile gun was both more 
realistic and more morally 
justifiable. This just goes to 
prove bow vitally important the 


opinionsofyou little people are 
to us in Hollywood. 

Thanks, also, to the Tfeamsters 
Union for their provision of 
Italian-American labour. Their 
professional driving skills are 
second-to-none. and well worth 
the extra few hundred thousand 
bucks. Also, a word to Mr 
Burke’s personal driver, Tito, 
who unfortunately had to be 
replaced just prior to the start 
of shooting. Get well soon, 
buddy. We’re rooting for ya. 

I would also Hke to extend toy 
heartfelt ihanks to the Islamic 
peoples of the world for pro- 
viding us with a source 
of villains now that we 
can no longer rely on 
the United States of 
Russia to threaten 
American democracy. 
We’re living off the for- 
wa of the land thanks to 
you guys! No, but 
seriously, Saddam, 
thanks: we’d have been 
lost without you. I know 
Sty, Arnold and Wesley 
feel d be same way. 

I must also mention 
my latest discovery. Miss 
Honey Darting, who was a com- 
plete unknown when I cast her 
in the role of Laura Farm girl. 
Honey has proved to be a real 
pro. She is such a pro, in fact, that 
far from discovering her working 
in Sunset Boulevard, as the pub- 
licity material suggested, I in fact 
found her working on Sunset 
Boulevard. Her performance 
convinced me to give her the petit. 
My philanthropy has been am- 
ply rewarded. Thanks, Honey. 

I see that time is running out, 
but I have one more thank-you 
to make. And that’s to the most 
important people in my life, my 
parents, whose discouragement 
and lack of belief in me have 
dogged my every step. Thanks, 
for nothing, Mom and Dad. If 
you expect me to visit you in your 
state old people’s home in New 
Jersey, think again. I'm too busy 
sitting by my otympksszed pool 
Members of the Academy, 
thank you. This statuette wUI 
have pride of place in my home. 

I will use it as a doorstop in the 
guest powder room, so that 
everyone will be impressed by 
my sense of humour and modest 
desire nor to show oft 
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Dark visions of Utopia 


C onsidering that it’s 
meant to be an ideal 
state, Utopia has a terri- 
ble image. When you label 
something or somebody 
Utopian, you don’t usually 
mean it as a compliment - as 
a rule, what you're getting at 
is that it's either hopelessly 
optimistic or unavoidably 
authoritarian. So the challenge 
Michael O'Donnell sets his 
guests on Utopia and Other 
Destinations ( Radio 4, Satur- 
day). in which they are asked 
to expound their personal 
vision of the ideal state, is to 
find a place that sits some- 
where between those two 
poles - to design a version of 
Nowhere that might be Some- 
where we would want to live. 

Whether a Utopia designed 
by Jan McEwan, this week's 
guest, could be such a place 
seems doubtful, and the doubts 
weren’t quelled by his decla- 
ration that in this particular 
brave new world. “I hope to 
carry on being a novelist, and 
Td Kke people to be as darkly 
interesting as they are.” A brief 
glaoce at pretty well any of 
McEwan’s novels will tell you 
that the sort of society that 
could provide fuel for his imag- 
ination would probably not be 



Robert Hanks 

the week on radio 


a pretty one (do you know 
what the black dogs in Black 
Dogs actually get up to?). 

As the interview progressed, 
though, it became dear th3t 
McEwans vision was. even by 
Utopian standards, a particu- 
larly optimistic one: because 
his ideal world, one where 
people would have all the con- 
flicts and the suffering they 
have now. bore a striking 
resemblance to the one we 
already inhabit. True, he did 
suggest some improvements - 
in his version, people would 
live in dues surrounded by 
farmland and wilderness, with 
no room for suburban sprawl; 
recorded music would be 


replaced by live concerts, stuff 
like that. Like most Utopias, 
too. it would be physically iso- 
lated from the rest of the 
world ( McEwan 's laager, so to 
speak) - though when asked 
who would be excluded, he 
didn’t have any suggestions: “If 
you leave anyone out. you 
never know, you might need 
them for a book.” 

So his ideal world was in 
essence the here and now. 
This may seem strange, and 
not merely because it comes 
from somebody you wouldn't 
normally mistake for Dr Pan- 
gloss. But as McEwan said, 
“The best Utopias arc rooted 
in the feasible”. In the end. 
Nowhere isn't where we want 
to go: it makes more sense if 
our ideal world is Somewhere 
wc might actually get to. 

We don't always expect to 
get there in this life, though. 
This is one of the differences 
between Paradise and Utopia. 
The other important one is 
that Utopia is somewhere you 
can take your friends, while 
gening to Paradise is a matter 
of individual effort. The com- 
parative selfishness is reflected 
in the etymology: “paradise” 
derives from a Persian word 
meaning an “enclosed gar- 


den". The Islamic ideal of the 
walled garden was explored in 
the first part of La Paradise 
(Radio 4. Thursday ). in which 
Noah Richler sets our to test 
the premise that, in any given 
culture, visions of paradise 
and visions of gardens are 
more or less the same. 

This seems an unlikely sub- 
ject for a four-pan series, but 
the first programme exploited 
the improbability nicely: in 
Tehran to see some Persian 
enclosed gardens. Richler was 
forced to attend a presidential 
press conference as the only 
available BBC man. so he h >ok 
the opportunity to interrogate 
President Rafsanjani about his 
personal vision of Paradise. To 
be honest he didn’t get much 
of an answer, but it was worth 
asking the question. More 
impressive was the way Richler 
leapt from the Koranic ideal of 
Paradise, with its emphasis on 
running water and the avail- 
ability of bashful dark-eyed vir- 
gins (as chaste, apparently, as 
the sheltered eggs of ostriches), 
to some wider conclusions 
about sexual politics and the 
importance of irrigation in Iran. 
All in alL a seductive series. Not 
Heaven, perhaps, but a big 
advance on purgatory. 


Making a drama out of male crisis 


A Night in with the Girls 
(BBC2, Sat and Sun) told 
of the long fight for sex- 
ual equality in the television 
industry. In the early day's a 
woman's place was in front of 
the camera, providing she was 
young and beautiful. Thanks to 
hard graft, a willingness to be 
ballsier than male colleagues, 
and by suppressing the biolog- 
ical urge to breed, they have 
arrived at a kind of executive 
parity. All to no avail, though, 
if they allow dramas like Have 
Your Cake and Eat It (BBC1, 
Sat and Sun). 

Have Your Cake and Eat It is 
about a weak, spiritless, craven 
man (played by Miles Ander- 
son) who can’t choose between 
wife and misrress. Its first two 
episodes were concurrently 
scheduled against A Night in 
with the Girts, which can ortty be 
some sort of private joke 
between the two BBC con- 
trollers, both of whom are male. 
If anyone spent the weekend 
scoffing the eponymous gateau, 
it was them. “Hey. ladies, here's 
a boring two-part documen- 
tary about your struggle, and 
here's a gripping four-part 
drama about ours.” 

More coinridemalty. Haw 
Ybur Cake. And Eat It arrived on 
the tail of riY’s Reckless , which 
offered a rather less nean- 
derthal take on the eternal tri- 
angle: for once the middle- 



Jasper Rees 

the week on television 


aged woman got to choose 
between two men. Perhaps the 
bakers of Haw Your Cake - it 
was cooked up by Rob Heyland. 
one of whose previous dishes is 
Between the Lines - will plead 
that, far from a reversion to the 
old gender stereotypes, they've 
redressed the balance of sexism. 
So that now there are more eye- 
fuls of nudity for female viewers 
than males. Emancipation 
equals five primetime sightings 
of Miles Anderson’s buttocks 
(which, in case you're annoyed 
you missed them - but don’t be 
- are as quirkily indented as his 
other cheeks). And only’ one of 
Holly AirtTs. 

In A Night in with the Guis. 
the screenwriter Paula Milne 
said she couldn't have written 
dramas like The Politician's 
Wife, in which the politician's 
son deeply resents his father's 


adultery, without the 
knowledge she gained from 
having five children. Sum and 
Charlotte, the married couple 
in Have Your Cake, have Iwe 
children too, and they're all 
screwed up - thieving and spiff- 
ing. etc - but their grabbug of 
designer dysfunctions arises less 
out of their - at best sketchy - 
domestic environment than out 
of the requirements of the 
drama. Though Sam hypocrit- 
ically tells his wife to think of 
the children before arguing in 
front of them, his creator has 
not heeded the advice of his 
own dialogue. 

Thai scene did yield one 
shaft of searing truth, when 
their teenage daughter walked 
in on a row between her par- 
ents. To shoo her away, Sinead 
Cusack, as Charlotte, screwed 
her mouth into a false and 
hideously effortful smile of reas- 
surance. Nothing io do with the 
script, of course: just an actor 
digging for character between 
Heyland's lines. Of the other 
central performances. Ander- 
son did his usual long-lost 
younger brother of Richard 
Harris, all Celtic braggadocio 
and uncorked charm. And it 
would undermine this column's 
feminist stance if it said what it 
thinks about Aird's uiher 
woman. Suffice to say she'd 
have held down a job present- 
ing in the old BBC. 


True equality in television will 
come when they start making 
drama after self-indulgeni 
drama about the female 
menopause. For the moment, 
the male version seems to he 
the only strain of the mid-life 
crisis officially endorsed by the 
small screen. You'd think they’d 
have cottoned on by now. what 
with so many women having 
kepi their jobs presenting 
beyond the menopause. Some 
programmes owe their entire 
vitality to the seniority of iheir 
frontwomen. The thrill of The 
Gofdring Audit (C4. Sail 
derives from a battleaxe in 
advanced middle-age poking 
her nose into essentially mas- 
culine sanctums and idling 
them they’re all washed up. 
This week it was ihe racing 
industry, whose own demise 
now looks a racing certainty. 

li would be thrilling to see 
Goldring sniff around The BBC 
and help cure its chronic, 
internecine troubles. .An 
employee at Bin House told me 
this week of whole departments 
being employed to thwart the 
efficiency of other departments, 
and that Working days are most 
productively spent with nose in 
newspaper. The reason. 4 A 'igfn 
in with the Girls was less than 
intriguing was because it was 
largely about prehistoric office 
politics, commotion* recol- 
lected in tranquillity. 


Whatever 
happened to. . . 


Star 

Wars 



The George Lucas blockbuster? 

No, the Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI) launched by Ronald Reagan in 
1983, dubbed ‘Star Wars’ to fire the 
American public’s imagination. The 
plan was to build an anti-ballistic space- 
based defence network to provide a pro- 
tective shield over the American 
continent 

Science-fiction 

As The Times put it the general reac- 
tion was “disbelief, disinterest cynicism, 
laughter”. The idea of filling the sky 


with giant minors reflecting back laser 
beams and cloud burning heat rays 
seemed a tittle... well, different. Only 
five out of the 18 NATO countries 
responded positively to the idea. 

Mission Impossible 

In April 1984, the American Union of 
Scientists declared it “technically unat- 
tainable”. And a second problem 
emerged: it completely violated the 
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty of 1972 for- 
bidding space-based systems. For some 
reason, the Soviet Union seemed 
unable to overlook this factor at the 


Reykjavik summit of 1986 when a near- 
agreement to massive weapons reduc- 
tion was halted by the US President’s 
adherence to the policy. 

The sequel 

George Bush was elected in 1988 and 
proved equally keen on the project. Con- 
gress had other ideas. By the autumn of 
1989, it had agreed to the cut in the 
programme's funding. 

Zapped 

By May 1993. Bill Clinton had scrapped 


the project scrapped. Evidence had 
come to light that the test-run Star 
Wfarr-style mid-air collisions had been 
orchestrated using radio receivers. A 
staggering S32 billion had been spent 
on strategic defence research since 
1983. 


The comeback 

"Slur Wars" may be about to strike buck. 
In February, the Republican senator Jesse 
Helms said he wanted the programme 
reviv ed. Mav the farce be with vou. again. 

James Aufenast 


WEATHER 


Europe and The World 









General .Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

Scotland and its islands will be cloudy with 
outbreaks of ram, some of it heavy to the 
north and west, while the wind picks up. 
Northern Ireland is going to stay cloudy all 
day with rain at times and a brisk south-west 
wind. Northern parts of England and "Wales 
will be cloudy with a freshening south-west 
wind while rain spreads from the west Cen- 
tral and eastern England will get some hazy 
sunshine and patches of cloud, but with cool- 
ing breezes on coasts. 

Sunday promises some sunshine once tight 
rain and Mowers have moved away, but 
more rain wfl / spread from the west That 
r ain is going to clear to the east on Monday, 
with some sunshine for a time, but more rain 
will follow from the west 

Mild westerly winds are expected through 
Tuesday and 'Wednesday, with a lot of cloud, 
rain and drizzle to the north and west It 
should, though, be dry and bright to the 
south and east 
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A A Road-watch 


The Sky at Night 


I nm-lren AVW HaTTMWr miiihRridff* 

Closed hcrh» - avs[o genera/ rraflv for 
structural wxfcv Expos coqa=£oa op 
bodi sides of the river. 

MI J2 Hendon area. Major roadwodcs 
ai Rvr Ways Corner, »7ih no axes io 
or tram ibe At Great North Wby. 
Bristol. M5 J 18-19. Comrafkw in 
operation across the Awnmouth 
Brkfee with aXkqtfi speed tarn. Reg- 
ular rush-hour debys. 

Wtea MkSancte. AM. Major road- 
works oo Stratford Road. SparfchQL 
No entry into Highgatc Road. Rcgu- 
ktr debys expected. 

Ml West Yorkshire. J->“ Leeds 
l*M62l>Afi63 Hotbedc). long-ierm 
roadwosb with spied tanks dewn u> 
3ftnph. Delays oo the Ml. MS21 and 
Dewsbury Road 

Cfcy ctf Edktargh. MS J2. Major tcad- 
worfcs. with fane closures on ihc 
mmdahoui at J2 fNewbricfer Spur). 
Greater Mancbcaer. AtiHaai Grow. 
Roodanfcs nortbbeund Also MP3 
JIG. Southbound easy &p dosed. 
Hants . A 31 Ringswod. CaonufVw.’ 
for hridjs: sucugibejrin^ Langdcbyv. 


Out and about with AA Road- 
watch cal 0338 401 tor a* latest 
local and national traffic news. Source: 
The Auiotnooie Assocraaon Calls 
charged at per n»n (cheap rale' 
49p per mri laE other tiniesi me VAT 


Sun and Moon 



Sun rises 5:59am 
Sun tats 6:17pm 

Moon rises 4:42pm 
Moon sets 5:16am 

FuH moon: Maith 24 



The Moon at 4.40 a.m - mid-eclipse - on 24th March. 
View towards West Southwest 


T wo weeks after eclipsing 
the Sun in Mongolia and 
Siberia, the Moon plunges 
into Earth's shadow and is itself 
eclipsed in the early morning 
hours of Monday 2-ilh March. 
This noi-quire-total lunar eclipse 
is observable from the UK. But 
before it is completely over, 
dawn will have broken and the 
Moon will have seL Earth’s 
umbral shadow begins to creep 
over the Moon at 2JSS am. Max- 
imum eclipse is at 4.40 am when 
92 per cent of the Moon's diam- 


eter will be engulfed. Observers 
can expect to see the Moon take 
on a deep coppery tone, apart 
from a thin unaffected crescent. 
The Moon is in Virgo at the time 
of the eclipse, not far from a red 
rival in the shape of planei 
Mars, which is currently at its 
most brilliant. Take advantage uf 
the temporary respite front a 
bright moonlit sky to look at 
Comet Hale-Bopp over in the 
north-east. 

Jacqueline Mitten 


i 
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Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 


Travels with Pevsner Sat 6 . 15 pm BBC 2 . . > 

The Goldring Audit Sat BpmC 4 ; ; - L .> 

Performance; . Richard II Sat lO.iSpm BBC 2 .j- 
Midsomer Murders Sun 8 pm ITV' 

The Knowledge Sun 9 . 20 pm BBC 2 


The big picture 

The Two Jakes 

Sun 10 . 05 pm BBC 2 


The long-awaited sequel to Roman 
Polanski's 1974 classic, Chinatown, 
finally arrived in 1990 with a muffled 
thud of disappointment. Again 
scripted by Robert Towne, but this 
time directed by its star, Jack 
Nicholson (above), who doesn't seem 
to know what he wants to do with 
the piece, ft starts brightly enough, 
however, and a good cast - Harvey 
Keitel, Meg Tilly, Madeleine Stowe, 

Eli Wallach. Frederic Forrest - make 
the most of Nicholson's sluggish and 
surprisingly spiritless direction. 


M ichel Thomas reckons he can teach even 
the most academically modest pupil a new 
language in just five days. It may sound like 
one of those dodgy adverts in which astounded look- 
ing punters learn Serbo-Croat in their sleep (or their 
money back), but Thomas taught French to both 
Woody Allen and the Monaco-bound Grace Kelly 
in days - and now charges £10,000 for intensive one- 
to-one language busting. No wonder he's not too keen 
to share his methodology. Until now, that is. 

In The Knowiege (Sun BBC2), Thomas, a softly- 
spoken octogenarian of Rolish descent, is recorded 
in action for the first time, teaching a class of 
disinterested-looking Islington sixth-formers, one of 
whom of had been advised to give up French because 
she “had absolutely no aptitude for languages”. 
Thomas starts by exchanging the blackboard and desks 
for some comfy armchairs and soft lighting (“No one 
can learn when they are physically uncomfortable," 
he purrs). By the fifth day, all the pupils are bandy- 
ing relatively complex French, and speaking in 
awed terms of Thomas’s ability to concentrate and 


communicate, seemingly by telepathy. Thomas honed 
his mental powers during the war whilst being tortured 
by the Gestapo (learning to mentally blank out-the 
pain) and then subsequently working for American 
counter-intelligence, where he became famous for 
eliciting, without torture, detailed confessions from 
droves of top Nazis. 

The other must-see of the weekend is Fiona Shaw 
as Richard Q (Sat BBG2), the latest in the current 
season of Performance. This is Deborah Winer's 
justly acclaimed Royal National Theatre production 
of Shakespeare’s tragedy. The casting of a woman 
is no mere gimmick, and Shaw's sympathetic embod- 
iment of “the divine right of kings’" gives a real 
counterweight to Bolingbroke (Richard Bremmer; 
very impressive) and the plotters. And it neatly 
circumvents the lazy portrayal of Richard as homo- 
sexual - and, therefore, as weak. 

Maiy Goldring, who apparently can’t understand 
why she intimidates people, takes on the forming 
industry this week. If there were anything that needed 
the full chilly force of Hie Goldring Audit (Sat C4) 


It is. the EUY Common Agriailtmal Tolky^apJ- 
the even-handed way it substdtse& smaUhoid (dive: 
growers in- Greece and massive agri-businesses in 
Wiltshire. The level cf hand-outs to your average gmin 
former in southern England isa scandaL ... 

Theforiherf^ “pay arthe 

wimtQ^de-gOK.set-arid^^whfob brings infilby the. .; 



The big match 

. .p_UmwI Di 


in whk£ Janet Sfreet^itoiffer siiryi^soirfe^tBearcIu-- 
tectural jewels of 

Riding as Nikolaus Pevsner Would have hadit in his 

. § _ _i‘_ rj_« I ru.‘ iiv 'il'i L L'- -JL. urll' J Jl- 


I 

St Helens v Salford Reds 

Sat 2.30pm BBC1 


This could well be the last year tor 
lzz.rrL.MAe PHfltieius Cup - 


Lamb ton as aXY double act Gbckri^ andp&nimy, 
lanky and little^ dead-panindoh^fo'eiilhiBks^ 

And finally a cosy English whodiniriit, jyfid«)mfir. - 
Murders (SuuTTV)brin^ track tQi^scapeeusJphn 
Nettles, he of the! ersey copper serie^ ^ogwuc. Who - 
failed the.elderfyortiid collector ^tbe tdackmailing 
spinster, the gold^iiggii^'cwpteg;^ jbe -cudeokfed- 


Mustard and a denouement in the dr^vfog roacn. . 


: latter of whom willbeintije . . 
commentary bmc atC«itral ^ ■ 
Wigan: Saints, the highly farmed 
holders, will be hoping fa 'some- 
thing special from Paul Newlove 
(above); the most expensive sgnins 
- yet in the newly inflationary game. 


Saturday television and radio 


BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


ITV/Regions 


7.00 Harry and the Hendersons (RHSXJ) (1251716). 

7.25 News, Wfeather (3893483). 

7 JO Children's BBC: Felix the Cat 7.45 Phantom 

2040. 8. 1 0 The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest 
8.35 The Flintstones. 

9.00 Live and Kicking. Sean Maguire and 3T plug their 
singles (5) (7841 9087). 

12.12 Weather 170489381. 

12.15 Grandstand. 12.20 Football Focus (2764445). 

1 .00 News (81 386629). 1 .05 Raring from 
Newbury: 1.15 Brown Chamberlain Handicap 
Steeplechase (47274648). 125 Motor Sport: look 
ahead to the RAC British Touring Car Championship 
atDonington Park 159002 71 6). 1.40 Racing from 
Newbury: 1.45 Lamboum Handicap Hurdle Race 
183156174). 1.55 Rugby League. 2.10 Raring 
from Newbury: 2.15 Hoechst Roussel Vet Panacur 
EBF Mares' NH Novices Hurdle Race (36707938). 

2.25 Rugby League: St Helens v Salford Reds, the 
first Challenge Cup semi-final (kick off 2.30pm). 
See The big match, above (228006). 4.05 Football 
Latest (9600667). 4.10 Figure Skating: Coverage 
of the ladies' free skating at the World 
Championships in Lausanne (4757667). 4.45 
Final Score (5980261). 

5.20 News, Weather (J) (9466396). 

5 JO Regional News ami Weather (418629). 

5.35 Cartoon (226209). 

5.45 Dad's Army (Riff) (190754). 

6. 15 The New Adventures of Superman. Lois struggles 
to prove her Innocence (SJ (344087). 

7.00 Noel's House Party (S) (3801 74). 

7.50 The National Lottery live. “Unde" Bob 

Monkhouse presides over today's draw. The 
musical guest is Seal (S)(T) (210629). 

8.05 Crime Traveller. Holly learns from a television 
report that Slade has been shot and travels 
back in time to save his life (SJfT) (520700J. 

8.55 News and Sport Weather ( D (1 76006). 

9.Z5 Have four Cake and Eat It 3/4. Continuing the 
pedestrian adultery drama. Charlotte and Sam 
(Sinead Cusack and Miles Anderson) struggle to 
save their marriage (S)(T) (646648). 

10.10 They Think It's All Over (R)(S )( 73 (868261). 

10.40 Match of the Day. The relegation battle between 
Coventry City and West Ham United is the main 
evenL Ftuud Gullit and Alan Hansen are in tor 
analysis (S)(T) (5635822). 

11.45 Chalk. Second-sitting sitcom (R)(S)(T) (451377). 

12.15 Top of the Pops (SJfl) (92304.1. 

12.45 BBS Jericho Fever (Sandor Stem 1993 US). New 
Mexico is held to ransom by terrorists with a 
deadly virus. Stephanie Zimbalist and Perry King 
to the rescue (S) (7053323). 

2.10 Weather (8931 1 49). To2.15am. 

REGIONS: Scot: 4.10pm Figure Skating. 4.40 Afternoon 
Sportscene. 9.1 5 Mind the Gap. 9.45 Have Your 
Cake and Eat IL 10.40 Sportscene - Match of the 
Day. 11.45 They Think Itis All Over. 12.1 5 Chalk. 

12.45 Top of the Pops. 1.15 Weather. 


6 JO Open University: The Palazzo Pubblico, Siena 
(7965754). 6.45 Vblcanic Iceland (9694613). 
7.10 The Vernacular Tradition (1273938). 735 
Going to School in Japan (8629358). 8.00 Open 
Saturday (712803). 

10 JO A Week to Remember (7741396). 

10.40 BBS Aisene Lupin Returns (George Frtzmaurice 
1938 US). Monsieur Lupin being a gentleman 


jewel thief, originally (in 1932) portrayed by Lionel 
Barrymore. In this belated sequel, Meivyn Douglas 
steps into Barrymore's size tens and takes to Paris 
in the company of a young heiress (4001071). 

1135 B 33 A Woman's Secret (Nicholas Ray 1949 US). 
Not a vintage Nicholas Ray movie (the first in a 
double-bill today), but interesting all the same. 
Maureen O’Hara is the ageing radio singer 
suspected of murdering her ungrateful protegg 
(Gloria Grahame). Using a flashback structure, 


Herman J Mankiewicz's script investigates her 
innocence -or not (5054629). 

120 Film 9 7 with Bany Norman (SKD (87332367). 

1J50 BOO Flyirqj Leathernecks (Nicholas Ray 1951 
US). Another Nicholas Ray movie, not that you 
would know it Made on assignment to RKDand 
Howard Hughes, rtfs a pretty routine tribute to the 


Marine Corps squadron fighter pilots, with John 
Wayne and Robert Ryan at each other's throats 
apin st Technicolor back-projection (89740938). 
3 JO EWBl The Horse Sokfiers (John Ford 1959 US). 
Union soldiers John Wayne and William Holden 
lead sabotage raids behind Confederate lines, 


while Wayne is beguiled by Southern belle 
Constance Towers (408700). 


Constance Towers (408700). 

5 25 The Saint Simon Tempter joins the hunt fix a Nazi 
now living in South America. A young Francesca 


Annis is a mong those receiving the benefit of Roger 
Moore's cocked eyebrow (50181 93). 


Moore's cocked eyebrow (50181 93). 

6.15 Travels with Pevsner. Janet Street-Porter in North 
Yorkshire. See Preview, above (S)(T) (743209). 

735 News and Sport Weather (1) (1 70377). 

7 JO Correspondent Reports on a separatist movement 
in Assam in India and on biker gangs in 
Scandinavia (S)(T) (492483). 

8.05 Call of the Sea. Lifeboatmen, a lighthouse keeper 
and survivors from stricken ships tell of their 
rescues in the second part of this oral history of the 
British and their choppy relationship with the sea 
(SW (985193). 

8.45191 Death Us Do Part An episode from the last 
(1974) series has Patricia Hayes and Alfie Bass in 
guest roles (R) (360071). 

9.15 Ice Skating Worid Figure Skating Championships. 
Sue Barker introduces coverage of the ladies' free 
programme, the final event of the competition from 
Lausanne (S) (637990). 

10.15 Performance: Richard II. See Preview, above 
(S)(T) (54440280). 

12.20 Windows on the World. Film about director David 
Farehawe's "musical circumnavigatkxr, taking in 
the sounds of Laos, Thailand, India, Zanzibar, 
Senegal, Cuba and Bolivia ($) (8154033). 

120 Global VkJeoByte. Top of the pops in Senegal, 


Hong Kong, Japan and the Philippines (Foil 
by Weatherview) (71 75643). 7o 1.45am. 


6.00 GMTO News. 6 . 10 ftofessor Bubble. 6 JO 
Bananas in fyjarnas. 6.50 BugAJerti 7.15 
Dragonflyz. 7.45 Disney's Wake Up rn the WHd 
Room. 8.55 Power Rangers Zeo (6321006). 

925 Scratchy and Co. This week’s guests are comedian 
Jimmy Cricket and the Spice Girts (24806006). ■= 

11 JO The Chart Show IS) (25321). 

1230 Love Bites. Do boys realty think about sec every 
11 minutes, and can you find true love on the 
Internet? With guest Jayne Middlem tss (88087). ‘ 

1.00 News, Weather (77 (81 304025). 

1.05 London Weekend Today CD (81303396). 

1.10 Rugjy World Cup Sevens. HighUgits of today's 
pool matches from Hong Korn, introduced by Jim 
Rosenthal. Analysis by Gavin Hastings and John 

. Taytor (S) (67652667). 

3.45 Cartoon Time (9495) 93). 

3.50 SeaQuest DSV (T) (8353667). 

4.45 News, Sports Results, Weather (1) (3098087). 

5.05 London Weekend Tonight (T) (1261209). 

5 .20 Star Ware Trilogy -the Magic and the Mystery. 
Documentary hype for the re-release of Star Wars 
(5013648). 

6.10 Early Edition. US series about the dilemmas of a 
man whose daily paper carries the next day's news. 
Gary is forced to choose between saving a young 
girl or 190 airline passengers (SJfTJ (3/6071 ). 

7.05 fou Bed Davina McCall and Ant and Dec help out 
(S)(T) (753795). 

8.05 Stars in Their Eyes. A bingo caller impersonates 
Julian Clary, while others dress up as Louts 
Armstrong and Alariis Morissette (S)(T) (604716). 

8.50Doomsday Virus. Co ndusion erf the two-part mini- 
series about the plight of passengers trapped 
aboard a 747 who are feared to be earners of a 
deadly virus. After the CIA decides to have the 
plane shot down, the captain tries to take evasive 
action, while a lone scientist frantically tries to 
convince the President that the lives of the 250 
innocent civilians must be spared. With Richard 
Dean Anderson (51(71 (98775025). 

1035 News, Whether; Lottery Result (T) (337984). 

10.50 Film Awaris. From the Park Lane Hotel, London. A 
bevy of celebrities and international stars (Matt 
Dillon, Cameron Diaz, Richard E Grant, Elton John) 
present the second annual Empire Magazine Film 
Awards. Nominated films include Trarnspottfog; 
Sense and Sensibility and Secrets and Lies 

(5 17483). 

11.50 In Bed with Med inner. Beefy comedian Bob Mills, 
trawts through another collection of ridiculous TV 
progra mming fSJ (838803). 

12 JO BBS Night of the Big Heat (Terence Fisher 1967 

UK). Energystarved protoplasmic aliens cause a 
winter heat-wave on a Scottish island (hey, they're 
welcome down my way any day). Christopher Lee 
and Peter Cushing investigate (137965). 

2.00 Tropical Heat (RHS) (4604323). 

2J55 E! News Review (7811859). 

345 Club Nation (R)(S) (8485878). 

4.40 nv Sport Classics. Archive action from Oslo's 
Bislett Games (R) (36850507). 

5X15 Coach ($) (7656491). 

5 JO News (98946). 7b 6.00am. 


6.00 Sesame Street (R) (283771.' ‘ 

7.00 Dumb and Dumber (5) (10261). :. 

7 JO Dennis (R) (3382716).' 

7A5 First Ecfitioo, JonSnowpresartsthlsChannei 4- •: '.- 
Schools programme'Whtch seeks to analyse world v 
. events tor younger viewers in -an unpabpnisJng way 
fRJfS) (3207D7X). - . - ^ . . 

8.00 Transworid Sport (81551). • - • - *-.,V 

9J00 Morning Line (51 (50464). • 

10.00 Gazzetia Footbaffttafia (28280):- ’ 

H .00 NBA 24/7.0omesfram Chfa«Dr home.of the. . 
Chicago Bulls, arktindudes an interview with 
Scoop Jackson^ (15716). ■ •••;. 

12.00 Rawhide (98464).-' 

1 .00 BBD South of Aipecs (Jack Lee 1952.UK). , •: . 

Beautmrllyphoto^aphtedanduiiusualiyfnteiSgent' 
desert adventureabout a band of explorers • 
searching faratosttoinb said tocontain the 
priceless gpWerwrfflsk of Moloch..Vao>1effIn .leads 
the archaeologists, Wanda Hendrix is the female 
lead and EffeBortman Is the rival treasurweekir 
outtothwaitthariCn 132067358). 

Z40 Racing. Jim McGrath Introduces radng from 
Doncaster, the 3.00 Gainsbororigh Spring: Stehes, 

- 3'-40WafthingtonUncdn Haridi^ . 
Midland Copyff^Doncaste-Shteld and 4.45 ... 

Cammldge Tjophy (5) (35169822). 

5.05 Bmok^Onimbus(S)0) (2628716). 


uiaii - - 

i2J0pm Movtes. Games and 
5ktoSo8^L05AnBfia N ^(81303^6). 345 
Stochsn Wbdd BBiaoS Champirohfoi 5£5 


Wo News, Sport Q 261209).. 11-50 RkruRe Post- 
ihnu. Rinm Tuvim (733234641. 2.05 Camai 


rmnAtwajs Knes Twice (233234641. 2.05 Cam* 
Kiiowlodge (4691859). 3.05 FHm: I)« WW 
• (8781545). 430- 5 JOam Funky Bunker (58)97). 


flriliiSwurT* 1230pm Fhjmten?l8S0B7J. 1-OS 

JSSKSTS) 3 « SyQuest KV 

(3502091 5JJS Central News (94569191 5J0C«> 
WMateh - Goals Extra (3 2200061 3^ Jobflnd- 
«r (439472k 5JO - 530am Asian Eye (8650490. 


HIYWHfS ^ 

As Loodon except: 12J Opm Movtes, Games and 
Videos (88087). 1.05 HTV Wales News and Waattv 
cr(81303396k 3j* 5 Sturtmasteis (997891 9) &20 
Vfcrid of Wbnder (191 571 6). 5.05 HTV WaL« News 
Sports ReaHts (1261209k 11-50 Ptm : foe ftst- 
. man Always Rings TWica (23328464). 2-05Carnal 
Knowledge 1469)859). 3.05 Fim: The Seffom* 
(8781548). 4J0 - 5JOam Funky Bunker (58197). 


7.00 A Week to PtStics. Vincent Hanna and Andrew • 
Rawnsiey review the week's pdftl cal news and 

subsequent election fever (S)fl9I9>. 

8.00 The GoldrtogAurB. Mary Goldring meets the *. 
famtsTgindusliy. See Preview, above (S)(I) (3957). 

9.00 Last Chance intierytS) (3713). - , 

W:00 Eurotrash. Jean-F^uJ Gaultier and Antoine De .v v 

Caunes present more rerun filiation from across 
the Channel (R)(S) (50716): 

10J0 The Show. Bob MTtisfronteanother.ofttx^dTat : 
shows with a difference - ttte difference that 1 
here you get all thebackst^e business of boating 
0 jKb,g&ing than to the studio oh time, arid so^ 
forth (Sj?6J29303). '/ ... 

1 1J5FSU Street Blues. More police work from the 

seminal 1980s Stnen BochCo cop show Captain- ' 
Fiiriflo tries to contain a vigRante movement, while, ' 
one of his uniformed afficas makes a’Setous 
mistake with an armed prostitute (R)(U (4523 77). 
12J5 The COent. Soso legal eMde safes set in the 
.. Arrarican law courts, and based on John . 

Grisham's best-seWngthriller. A friend of Reggie's 
could save Fbltrigg's r^>utaSon;(S) (5696SSJ. 

1 JO The Girfie Show (S) (78743): .*.■ ' 

2.00 Rkki Lake. Three sin^e mothers who cannot get a 
date(RXT) (8825859). 

Z45 Beavis and Buft-Head (R)(S) (74679). 

■3.15 Flava (94762). - 

3A5 Bless This House (R) (1 3702168). t 

4.10 Fikir Night. The work erf documentary fitrrHnaker 
Errol Morris and a behintHheiscenes look at the ' 


Star Wfers films (W (7669679). 

4.45 The Seat Specials- Music from McAImont and 
Mfety Okfland (R) (387946). To 5.50am. 


A* HTV Wtees mcept J2J0pm SporBw^ f88M7. 

L05 HTV West Headlines arxl Waatner (8)303^961. 

3A5 Movies, Games and Videos (9978919). 4 JO 
The List (1915716). 5^5 - 5^0pm HTV VWst News. 
Sports Results and Weather (126)209). 

AsLomfon except: 12J0pm Pter Pressure (88087). 
X05 Merrtan News and Weather (8)303396). 1.10 
Rugby World Cup Sevens (67643919). 3.50 Bay- 
wateh (8353667). 5 J>5 Meridian News and Weath- 
er 026)209). lLSORtu The (fostman Always Rfojp 
Twice (23328464 ). 2.05 Carnal Knowledge 
(46918S9). 3JD5 Ffot* The SeBouT (8781 548). 4JO 
• 530am ftinky Bunker (58197). 

wEsicootmtr 

- As London except: 1230pm Movtes, Games and 
Videos (88087k LOS VMstoountry News (81303396). 
3.45 Cartoon (9495193). 5.05 Westcountry News 
'(1261209). 1130 Fibre The Postman Always Ring. 
Twice (23328464). 2.05 Camel Knowledge 
(4691859). 3J0S fflm TheSeflout* (8781548). 430 
-.630tHn Funky Bunker (58197). 

7DBBHHE . 

Ac tendon aonpb 1230pm Movies, Games and Videos 
038087k U05 Calendar News (81303396k 345 Car- 
toori (9486445). 3.55 Baywatch (9553025). 5.05 

- erfendar News (945691 SH 5.10Scoe8ne (3220006k 
. . 1130 FBire Cop (3)59381 L45 In Bed with Medin- 

ner (S6651 49). 230 Ffcfc hfirxSe wyes' (7289410k 
3j40 Funny Business (13795878). 430 Coffins and 
: Macontes Movie Club (325 99694). 4.40 - 530am 
. Mistier, -Sha Wrote f75 77168). 

CHjUlHBL 3 NORTH EAST 

As Tbricsfiire except: 1.05pm North East News 
(81303396). 5.05 North East News and Weather 
(94569)9)1 5.10 - 530pm FU11 Time (3 220006). 
S4C 

As C4 except: 10.00am Rangin' with Mr Cooper 
(52993). 1030 The Cosby Shaw (68735). 12.00 
Through the Glass Celling (9858990). 1230 FBnt 
The UnstakableMoBy Brown (62560025k 630 Love 
Life (261). 7.00 News (166174). 7.15 Noson I'w 
CtKrfkh James Galway (2414396). 830 Hel Straeon 
(764025k a50- PWteeUl (3/9396J. 935 Last 
Chance Lottery (4674938). 1030 The Show 
(56396). 1130 Forte®: TV (405629). 12J05 Coun- 
tryside undercover (6740859). 4-45 - 530am The 
Baat Specials (62J013S). 


Radio 


Satellite 



Radiol 

(97A-99 8Wtr FM> 

6.00am Oave Pearce 930 Mark 
Goodier 12.30 Usten Without 
Prejudice 330 Trevor Nelson 
6 JO Danny Rampling - Love- 
groove Dance Rarty 9.00 Radio 1 
Rap Show 12.00 The Radio 1 
Reggae Dancehall Nile 2.00 Es- 
sential MP: Murk 4.00-6.00am 
Annie Nightingale 


Radio 2 

ift-sonot™ 

6.00am Mo Dutta B.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wntfit 1.00 
The Monkhouse Archive 1.30 To 
the Manor Bam 2.00 Judi Spiers 

4.00 Nick Barraciough 5.00 Still 
Got the Blues: the Enc Clapton 
Storv 6.00 Eddi Reader In Concert 

7.00 Gigi 10.00 Wales in the West 
End 12.05 Jon Briggs 4.00- 
7.00am Mo Dutta 



Choice 


In case you had any doubts that 
radio is the superior medium, an 
edition of Kaleidoscope called 
“Stripping, Nicheing and Topless 
Darts on Ice* (7.20pm R4) looks 
at the future of television and sees 
horrors ahead. Is “stripped and 
stranded* merely Channel 5‘s 
scheduling philosophy, or how the 
viewer is going to feel? 


Radio 3 

lau-wanta# 

6.55am Weather; News Headlines. 

7.00 Record Review. 

9.00 Building a Utxary. 

10.15 Record Release. 

12.00 Prrvale Passions. Michael 
Berkeley's guest this week is ac- 
tress Juliet Stevenson, iri 

1.00 I Was There. 

1 JO News; Vintage Years. The 
second of three programmes in 
which Annette Morreau explores 
the short life of William Kapeii, 
the first virtuoso pianist to be 
bom and trained in America. 
Rachmaninov: Rhapsody an a 
Theme of Paganini. Brahms: VJ- 
ote Sonata in F minor, Op !£G 
No 1. Schubert: impromptu In A 
flat, D935 No 2; Im Frohling; 

Du bist die Ruh; Nur wer die 
Sehnsuchr i-ennt; Die Fcrelfe. 
Rachmaninov: Piano Concerto 
No 2 In C minor. 

3 JO Youth Orchestras at the 
World. Christopher Seaman con- 
duct the National Youth Or- 
chestra of Great Britain. 

4.45 Strings from a Lute. Maty as 
Saber's arrangement tar strings 
of a senes of lute pieces by 
Jean-Bapb'ste Besard, played by 
the Guildhall String Ensemble, 
director Robert Sarter. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

5.45 Music Matters. Ivan Hewett 
looks at the Berlin cabaret of the 
Thirties through the eyes of 
artist George Grosz. 

fi JO live from the Met: Carmen. 
Harter this season. Beefs opera 
was staged at the Met in a 
spectacular new production by 
Franco Zeffirelli. With Waihaud 


Meier as the tragjc gypsy 
temptre s s, and Pladdo Domingo 
as Den Jose. Chorus and Or- 
chestra of the Metropolitan 
Opera. New York/ James Levine. 
Act 1. 

730 Life bet ore Carmen. 

7.55 Carmen, Act 2. 

8.45 The Met Opera Quiz. 

9.05 Carmen, Acts 3 and 4. 

1030 Best Words. Featuring an 
interview with Jamie McK- 
end nek, whose collection The 
Marble Fly is published this 
month. 

11.00 Membra Jesu nostri. The 
first of seven programmes far 
Holy Week in which Harry 
Christophers conducts soloists 
from the Sixteen and principals 
from the Symphony of Harmony 
and Invention in seven cantat a s, 
entitled Membra Jesu nostri, by 
Dietrich Buxtehude. 

11.10 Cork Jaz 2 Festival. Richard 
Niles introduces tee BBC Big 
Band, conducted by Barry 
Forgie. in concert at Cork Opera 
House. 

1.00-7.Q0am Through the NighL 


Radio 4 

0Z4-S4.CWIZ Rfc 1S8HIZ IHfl 
6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6.50 Prayer tar the Day. 

635 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

3.58 Weather: 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

9 JO Breakaway. 

10.00 News-. Loose Ends. 

11.00 News; The Week m West- 
minster. 

11 JO The Americas File. 

12.00 Money Bra. 

12.25 The News Quiz. 

12.55 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? Jonathan 
Dimbteby chairs a topical dis- 
cussion in BurghfieM Common, 
near Reading, with Viscount 
Cranbome. Laid Privy Seal and 


Leader ot the Lords: Robin 
Cook, shadow Foreign Secretary: 
Emma Nicholson, Liberal Demo- 
crat spokesperson on overseas 
developmstf and human rights; 
and Andrew Marr. Editor of the 
Independent. 

135 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 

230 Saturday Playhouse: Telling 

the Sea. By Pauline Fisk. When 
1 3 -year -old Nona and her family 
run away to wales, they're look- 
ing for a fresh start somewhere 
safe. But things just ga worse 
and Nona has to turn to the sea 
tor a fnend. With Amanda Gor- 
don and Rhys Thomas. 

4.00 News; That’s History. 

430 Science Now. 

5.00 Ribbons and Revelations. Ju- 
lia McKenzie travels to Smith 
CoOegS. America's largest 
women's college, as 2.000 
alumnae of afl ages return for 
their class reunions. (R) 

5.40 New York Diaries. 

5.50 Shipping Forecast. 

535 Weathes 

6.00 Sin O'clock News. 

635 Wfeek Ending. 

630 Utopia and Other Destina- 
tions. Biographer and novebst 
Victoria Glendinning reveals to 
Michael CTDcnneli her notions of 
Utopia. 

730 Kaleidoscope Feature. As 
Britain’s fifth television channel 
prepares for its launch next 
week, satellite and cable broad- 
castes are malting their own 
preparations for the future. John 
Wilson constoers the likely im- 
plications of the approaching 
revolution. See Choice, above. 

730 On These Days. 

830 Saturday Night Theatre: Wal- 
ton'S Pike. A play by Tony Ram- 
say about Sir Izaak Walton, tire 
author of The Compieet Angler. 
as he goes on one last fishing 
trip. With Richard Johnson and 
David Ttmson CRT 

935 Classics with Kay. 

930 Ten to Tare 

9.59 weather. 


10.00 News. 

10.15 Dark Tales: The Shroud. 
Robert Forrest's play is set m a 
murky underworld of crime and 
religious extremism. Detective 
Inspector Quinlan follows a trail 
of corpses that have one strange 
thing in common - they are all 
linked to the Shroud of Turin; 
With Ketn Falconer, Russell 
Hunter and Sandy Neitson. 

11^5 Memoirs ot a Maladjusted 
Teacher. (R) 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story: Citizen's Ar- 
rest By Chafes Willeford. 

UL48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As World Service. 

530 Inshore Forecast 

531 Belts on Sunday. 

535-&OOam Shipping Forecast 


Radio 4 LW 

B2.M4 HftzfUlSMr Ml 
No Variations 


Radio 5 

1693. 

6 . 00 am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.00 Weekend 

11.00 Top Gear 1130 Sick as a 
Parrot 12.00 Richard Littlejohn 

1.00 Sport on Five 6.06 Sa-Q-Six 
8.05 The Treatment 9.00 Daltyn 
UK 10.00 Brief Lives 1030 Asian 
fterspective 1130 News Extra 
1230 After Hours 2,00 Up All 
Night 5.00 Morning Reports 535- 
630am World Sevens 


snri 

7.00am Orson and Ofivta (72025k 
730 Free Witty (51532). 830 The 
Young Indiana Jones Cfaortdes 
(748030. 930 Quantum Leap 
(98648). 10.00 Kung Rj - The 
Legend Continues ( 57716 k 1130 
Legends of the Hidden City (57667). 
1130 Sea Rescue (5 8396). 1230 
Wtestllng (47700). 1.00 Wresffing 
(36648). 2.00 Star Trek (33648). 

3.00 Star Trek: The Next Generation 
(56984). 430 Star Trek; Deep Space 
Nine (489I9JL 530 Star Trek: Vby- 
ager (7071k 630 Fung Fu - The 
Legend Continues (43984). 730 
Hercules: The Legendary Journeys 
(7555J). 8.00 Coppers (7648). 830 
Cops I (9483). 930 Cops H (37803). 
930 The Serial Kilters (28629). 

10.00 Law and Order (74822k 

11.00 The Red Shoe Diaries 
(49648). 2130 The Movie Show 

(2J803L 12.00 wild Oats (26743). 

1230 LAPD (10694). 1.00 Dream 
On (76410). 130 Smouldering Lust 
(99859L 2. 00-6. OOam Hit Mix Long 
Play (19&4897). 


SKY MOVIES GOLD 

6.00pm Mutiny on the Buses ■ • 
(3429445k 830 No Way Out 
(342499Q). 10. 0Q- Rocky IV 
19559) 74k 1135 The KlHer Elite . 
(70857209k L40 Streets ol Fire 
(2474859). 3 J5 Rahim tf the Bad 
Men' (3931946). 4.45-5-50am 
The Dancing Masters* (24398743 ). 


SBSMKK1 ■■ r 
7.00am Sports Special (14071k .. 
7 JO Aerobics (20826k 830 Rugby 
(48290). 8JO Radng C9873UL 930 
Super League (84342). 1130 Hold 
the Back Pegs. (15754). 1230 
Sports Saturday (67629k- 230 
Rugby (36162377k ‘4*15 5poitS$at- 
urday Results (2274006 ).. 530 
Supatikes (93938). 630 Rugby 
02754). 830 Ringside (264716). 
1030 Rugby Learie (22358). 1230 
Snowboard (71217). 1230 Survival 
of the Fittest: (65)60). 130 Sports 
Special (98656). 130 Superbites 
(52675k 3.00 Ringside (76)68). 
530430am Superbites (56287). 


SKY 2 

7.00pm Beverly Hills. 90210 
(6634629). 830 Melrose Place 
(6643377k 9.00 Pacific Drive 
(65506)3). 1030 Tales from the 
Crypt (7249648). 10 JO Tales from 
tee Crypt (7258396). 11.00 Stand 
arid Deliver (2711667). 11 JO 
Stand and Denver (72838031. 

12. 00-6. OOam Hit Mix (9057743 ). 


Classic FM 

nOM-ULMtalW 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Gardening Forum 

1.00 Alan Mann 4.00 Jane 
Markham 7.00 Travel Guide 8.00 
Everting Concert 10.00 The Classic 
Quiz 1230 Andre Leon 430 Trav- 
el Guide 5.0G-6.00am Michael 
Fanstone 


Virgin Radio 

(1)15. l]9M2a»bmf 105 AflzfU 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ W Jam's Greatest Hits 10.00 
Jeremy Clark 2.00 The Album 
Chart with Mark Forrest 6.00 Lynn 
Parsons 1030 Robin Banks 230- 
fi.OOem Howard Pbarce 


630am Treasure island 09236). 

8.00 The Oregon Trail (42342). 

10.00 Flute (33551k 12.00 Bandit 
Goes Country (38)93). 2.00 Sec- 
ond Chance (637)6). 4.00 Camilla 
(3445). 6.00 Flute (76280). 8.00 
A Mother’s Prayer (75209J. 9 JO 
Behind the Scenes (44667). 10.00 
Village of the Damned 1250377). 
11.40 Stuart Saves His Family 
(3839S4J. 1.20 Not of This Earth 
1258743). 235 Made for Each 
Other (938323). 4 JSti.lOam Sec- 
ond Chance (33711236k 


SO SPORTS 2 

7.00am Soccer AM (859599QJ. 
1130 Golf (9553358). 1.00 tnstta 
the PGA tour (6084)74). 130 k£ 
Hockey (65646)3). 430 Snowboard 
(6212280). 4J0 Survival of the 
Fittest (6218464). 530 World Sports 
(3997342k 530 NHL Powerweek 
(6)66216). 630 Ice Hoctey: Super- 
feagie (2853071). 930 Spanish 
football (4323648k 1130 World 
Cup Classic (8110358). 1230- 
. 130am Futbot Mundlat (9420746). 


SET SPORTS 3 ...-. 

I230noan Cricket - South Africa v 
Australia: Third Test (68239261). 

3 JO Motosport (88063377). 630 
Golfc Turaspana Masters (9206461 3k ' 

9.00 Golf: Bay Hill Invitational 
( 92734087 X 1130 PGA Seniors Golf . 
(3293935SJ. 11 30-1230inidnWtt 
WJrtd Sports (30640483L 


World Service 

nsMtzun 

1.00am NewsdesklJO Just a 
Minute 230 Newsday 230 People 
and Mitics 330 Mforid News 

3.15 Sports Roundup 3 JO Music 
Review 430 Newsdesk 4J0 Shot 
Story 4.45 On the Move 5.00 
Newsflay 530-6.0Cam 
Wbetend/fo Praise of God (SW 
7150kHz only) 


sxruoncs 

6.00am Grayeagja (19254). 8.00 
Bigger Than Life (44700). 10.00 
Missing Children: A Mother's Story 
(42209). 1230 The Nutcracker 
(30551). 2.00 foung Sherlock 
Holmes (65)74), 4.00 uttle Giants 
(5S03J. 6.00 The Great Outdoors 
(85938). 8.00 D2; The Mighty 
Ducks (80483). 10.00 Jason's Lyric 
(4655)). 1230 Virtual Desire 
(920762). 1 35 Deceived by TVust 
(7338526!). 335 The Nutcracker 
(S9SS897). 4 J 5-6. 10 am Missing 
Children.- A Mother’s Story 
(33713694). 


If vou’re still 

WORKING 


you're not too old 

to start a PENSION. 



UttTO 

6.00am Pin Money 6 JO Fashion 
7.00 Sport 7 JO Sport Quiz 830 Pbp 1 
Quiz 830 Looking for Low 8 c 45 F^t ■■ 

Squad 930 FtevaattonsSJO fashion 
1030 Agony 1030 Bingo 1045 ftt 
Squad 1130 Trial TV 1130 Fate and 
fortune 1230 Why 19JQ Agony 
1 JO Trial TV 230 Fashion 230 
Agony 330 fote and Fortune 3 JO Pin 

Money 430 LooMhfi for Love 430 iz mswww — — .. 

Rop Quiz 5.00 AgHty 530 Bing) O-V I.. ... < 

5^5 PA Squad 630 Fashion 630 : » " .■.*)«. LJwiw»-'Qsel 

rt^a 7 ^?rf^i S ^' 7-30Sport '• ^ • : ' H ^ l ^wywtoWnnipawDeiBteB 

Onz 8.00 Bushido 930 Handy ‘ ■ pern* 

Hunks; Bingo 9.15 Bottom Line 9JO • ■* 

I Merchant m&m 

Darts; fote and fortune 1U0 Sex I' '• ' - '• ••• -^ SiWU 1 ' 

1135 Erotica Erotica 1230 Kiss TV 'Assnrarw-^ 

lJO-OOOam NlgitTVne Pragrammes — A85a ^ We 
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international 


•Russia cuts its losses 
and agrees Nato link 


PM Reeves 

Moscow 


Bans Yeltsin yesterday emw y^ 
from the two-day He lsinki s um - 
mil baying extracted few gains 
from Bill Clinton in his long 
campaign against Nato’s move 
.to expand into Central and 
Eastern Europe. 

. g^fier a day of tough negoti- 
ations, the United Slates and 
Russia issued a joint declaration 
which indicated that Moscow 
had won few concessions over 
.Nato expansion although it is 
now' ready to sign an agreement 
defining a special relationship 
with the alliance. 

However, the summit did 
produce limited progress on 
arms control and - in what was 
dearly intended to reinforce it's 
daim to be a world player - Rus- 
sia moved closer to fulfilling its 
long-held ambition to become 
a member of the G7 nations. 

The statement said that. 


while continuing to disagree 
orcr Nato enlargement, the 
US and Russia would “work, 
together and with others, on a 
document to establish a co- 
operative relationship between 
Nato and Russia- as an impor- 
tant part of a new European 
security system.” 

But, crucially, the statement 
said that the agreement would 
be “at the highest political” lev- 
el, omitting the term “legally 
binding”. This means that h will 
hot, as the Russians previously 
demanded, have to be. ratified 
by the parliaments of the 16 . 
member states of Nato. 

The presidents agreed that 
Javier Solana, the secretary-gen- 
eral of Nato, and Yevgeny Pri- 
makov, Russia's Foreign 
Minister, should finish drawing 
up the Nato-Russia document 
in coming weeks; in order for it 
to be completed before July, 
when the alliance plans to 
unveil its new members- almost 


certainly, the Chech Republic, 
Himgary and Poland — at a sum- 
mit in Madrid. 

Yesterday, Mr Yeltsin said 
that be understood that tbe doc- 
ument would be signed by all 16 
Nato heads of state before 
Madrid - which suggests that 
both sides are now committed 
to reaching a final deal by then, 
bringing an end to a depute that 
has been a source of political 
bitterness and tension for 
months. 

Asked whether little progress 
had been made, the Russian 
president replied robustly: “Not 
at alLT 

Earlier in the day, while the 
two presidents were still at tbe 
negotiating table in Mantynie- 
mi, Finlan d's seaside presiden- 
tial mansion, top Russian 
officials delivered a warning 
against any further advances by 
the alliance. 

“A discussion about further 
expansion would have tragic 


consequences, not only in Rus- 
sia but in all Europe,” said 
Sergei Karaganov, of the pres- 
idential council. 

“The Baltics would find 
themselves between two strik- 
ing fists. Russia would Jose 
trust, and tbe West would lose 
trust, and the Balts would lose 
a Iol” 

The Russian blast of rhetoric, 
which was dearly part of chore- 
ographed publicity plan, was less 
significant in its content, which 
were familiar , than in its timing 

It was intended to ensure that 
Mr Yeltsin was seen by Russians 
to be taking at a tough line. The 
loss of world status is a partic- 
ularly sensitive wound domes- 
tically— and one into which the 
president’s old adversary. Gen- 
nady Zyuganov, the Communist 
leader, was yesterday eagerly 
rubbing salt. 

“Boris Nikolayevich [Yeltsin] 
has not had any victories for a 
long time, except over his own 



.wleomes BB Cftitan and hb entourage on the second day irfthe Helsinid summit Photograph: AP 


people and country." he said. “1 
don't believe in his* international 
successes. Everything he does is 
linked to destruction." 

But the Kremlin's message 
was also a signal that - while the 


Boris and Bill show was warm- 
spirited enough - the Nato is- 
sue is far from closed. 

The president’s spokesman, 
Sergei Yastrzherobsky. also 
weighed in, pointing out mid- 
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JN: DON’T MAKE 
jYOUR SMOKE 

jrers’ Warning 
II Nicotine 


talks that Mr Eltsin’s position 
on Nato had not changed, "not 
even in nuances Such re- 
marks were echoed by other 
Russia officials - including Boris 
Berezovskv. the powerful 
deputy head of the Security 
Council - who were invited to 
Helsinki by the Kremlin as pan 
of a successful attempt to steal 
the limelight from their Amer- 
ican counterparts. 

In this, ihcy have been 
helped by Mr 'Clinton, who 
seemed content to allow Mr 
Yeltsin 10 play the starring role, 
completing his comeback after 
months of illness. 

The debacle over the US 
president's undignified arrival at 
Helsinki on Thursday - being 
offloaded from his aircraft by a 
hvdraulic FinnAir catering lor- 


ry - was an outright gaffe. And 
he could do nothing about the 
wheelchair to which he has 
been consigned after his fall at 
the golfer Greg Norman's 
house. 

However. Mr Clinton and Mr 
Yeltsin - meeting for the J2th 
time in four years - made slight- 
ly better headway on arms con- 
trol. by agreeing guidelines for 
a Start 111 agreement which 
would reducelong-range mis- 
siles 10 2.00<l 2^00 warheads 
each b\ 2.007 - marking an SO 
per cent reduction compared 
with the height of the Cold War. 

And Russia extracted a 
promise that the June summit 
in Denver. Colorado, of the G7, 
which the Russians have long 
aspired to join, will be called 
“the summit of the eight". 






Summit was 
triumph of 
substance 
over style 


As US- Russian summits go. 
this was more important than 
any since 1*390, vet without the 
tension and drama which char- 
acterised the most memorable 
encounters of Cold War times. 
One US official described Bill 
Clinton's talks with Boris 
Yeltsin as “the most substantive 
and intense they've ever had", 
and indeed profound matters 
were at stake - Nato’s rela- 
tionship with Russia, the future 
of European security and 
nuclear arms control. 

Yet for all their differences. 
i the emphasis was ultimately on 
co-operation as much as con- 
frontation. In contrast to 
Richard Nixon’s summits with 
Leonid Brezhnev, or Ronald 
Reagan's meetings with Mikhail 
Gorbachev, the Helsinki summit 
lacked three vital ingredients to 
he a truly gripping spectacle. 

First, the Soviet Uniun's col- 
lapse in 1991 and Russia's turn 
to tree-market democracy have 
transformed the context. No 
summit these days can be a 
piece of chilling real-life 
theatre, pitting against each 
other two great ideological ad- 
versaries with the power to 
blow up the world several 
thousand times over. 

Secondly, the impression ot 
superpower equality projected 
by Cold War summits has pal- 
pably laded. Russia, for all its 
size and strength, is not in the 
same military or economic 
league as the United Slates, and 
Mr Yeltsin's approach in 
Helsinki was dictated partly by 
resentment that the US and its 
allies arc exploiting Russia's rel- 
ative weakness to reconstruct 
Europe on their terms. 

Lastly, despite their dis- 
agreements. familiarity has to 
some extent bred reassurance 
and lessened the scope for 
anger. 

This was Mr Clinton's 12th 
meeting with Mr Yeltsin since 
J993: and besides, they ex- 
change correspondence and 
talk on the telephone more of- 
ten than probably any previous 
leaders in Washington and 
Moscow. 

The Helsinki summit was 
therefore quite different from, 
say, the meeting which John 
Kennedy held with Nikita 
Khrushchev in Vienna soon af- 
ter the young president’s inau- 
guration in 1961. Before that 
summiL Kennedy was con- 
sumed with worry that 
Khrushchev would write him off 
as a shallow, soft-touch presi- 
dent incapable of defending 
ihe free world against the on- 
ward march of communism. 

Khrushchev did indeed 
launch major challenges to the 
US. including the erection of the 
Berlin Wall and the attempt to 
deploy missiles in Cuba. But 
Kennedy's skillful and deter- 
mined handling of the latter cri- 


Helsinki may have 
lacked drama, but 
Issues of real 
importance were 
discussed, writes 
Tony Barber 

sis. coupled with his decision to 
greatly increase US involve- 
ment' in Vietnam, left 
Khrushchev' in little doubt 
about Kennedy’s commitment 
to containing communism. 

The Helsinki summiL staged 
in one of the world's most 
placid capitals, offered Mr 
Yeltsin little opportunity to en- 
gage in the kind of intimidating 
showmanship that Brezhnev 
pul on for Nixon in Moscow. A 
lover of fast. luxurious Western 
cars. Brezhnev once drove his 
rival at hair-raising speed 
through the Russian woods, in 
a manic celebration of the de- 
tente era that was to jerk to a halt 
in the late Seventies. 

The most extraordinary sum- 
mit was perhaps that of Octo- 
ber l*JSt> in Reykjavik, where Mr 
Reagan, meeting Mr Gor- 
bachev for only the second 
time, came close to agreeing to 
the abolition of all the world’s 
nuclear weapons. Margaret 
Thatcher and other European 
leaders were horrified by what 
they saw as Mr Reagan's naive 
idealism. 

Tin al nuclear disarmament 
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Boris Yeltsin: Wants to stay 
in tbe superpower league 

has never been on a summit 
agenda since. But at Helsinki 
Mr Clinton and Mr Yeltsin dis- 
cussed a US proposal to reduce 
each country's nuclear arsenal 
to 2.000-2.500 warheads from 
more than 10,000 in the late 
Eighties. 

While recent US-Russian 
summits in Moscow' and Wash- 
ington may have lacked passion 
and urgency. Helsinki was the 
scene of a crucial encounter in 
1990 between Mr Gorbachev 
and George Bush. This was 
when the US President sought 
Moscow's support for a US-Icti 
military campaign to drive Sad- 
dam Hussein's forces out of 
Kuwait. 


• -w. • 


.. '• 7 ' ' v '. ;■* 'isp /-V 










Nextrdoor 


folk who 


man the 


Front line 


We are in Les Pavillons-sous- 
Bois, a leafy fragment in the tan- 
gle of motorways, tower-blocks, 
shopping-malls and factories 
in the north-eastern suburbs of 
Paris. The headquarters of 
Front National Departemem93 
- Seine St Denis - branch is a 
suburban house which has been 
allowed to fall into disrepair. 

Inside, the walls are plastered 
with posters, including several 
examples of the FN popular 
classic ‘'immigration equals un- 
employment". But the first 
poster'one sees sums up the re- 
vised, fin-de-siecle dogma of 
the FN. It shows a large, crude 
dinosaur, a savage version of 
Barney in US colours, gob- 
bling up French working peo- 
ple. The slogan is: 
“Globalisation - eater of work." 

Michel Paulin, deputy head 
of the local party, is a retired 
chief salesman, aged 58. “We 
have nothing to hide." be says. 
“You see - no swastikas. No 
guns." He has just taken deliv- 
ery of a new scries of posters, 
which say: “Death penalty for 
child-killers". At my request Mr 
Paulin has assembled a cross- 
section of his “militants" to 
discuss why they belong to the 


PARIS 


FN. One does not necessarily 
expect a true cross-section. No 
doubt these men - they are all 
men - have been chosen to give 
a foreign visitor the “right" 
idea. But that is what 1 wanted: 
to meet a cross-section of re- 
spectable members of the Front 
in one of its most successful 
breeding-grounds before the 
party's annual conference in 
Strasbourg next weekend 
The ’militants" range in age 
from 26 to 58, in occupation 
from municipal workers to an 
engineer and a self-employed 
accountant. They are all white 
- save one. The FN likes to pa- 
rade its tiny minority of brown 
and black members. Jean-Marc 
Edrom. 33. is an engineer. His 
father was from Guadeloupe, in 
the West Indies. He is not an 
immigrant nor the son of an im- 
migrant. because Guadeloupe 
is part of France. He says his 
presence proves the FN is not 
racist: he belongs to it because 



Mario Cbnde. theflamboya 


mo of one of the country wri 
est and grandest banks in 
over a “Wade hole” of £3bn.h 
finally been sent to jail, thouj 
oh a relatively minor cteiafl 
a swindle of mind-boggling pr 
portions. ’ 

Charged with fraud and ei 

bezzlement that-unleashed tl 
. most spectacular bankingcrit 

ihe country has ever known,] 
could eventually go dowtifcrt 
years. But, in die first judka 
setback for the man who in tl 
early 1 990s was one of the mo 
^glamorous and powerful figun 
in Spain, a court has now set 
tenced him to six years’ in 
prisonment for pocketing £3i 




Right on: A march by the Front National, which at local level has a membership characterised fay fts very ordinariness 
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he has “a high idea of my coun- 
try. as one of the major con- 
tributors to advanced 
civilisation in the world". 

Mr Edrom apart, it would be 
easy to caricature these men. 
Unhandsome; badly dressed: an 
atmosphere of personal de- 
pression. I have met them be- 
fore: supporters of the Ku Klux 
KJan leader turned politician 
Alan Duke, in Louisiana: sup- 
porters of Ross Perot. They, of 
course, were convinced the 
world was a conspiracy against 


the US: not that the US was a 
conspiracy against the world. 

But the Frontistes are open 
and friendly enough: they are 
not overtly racist; a man’s skin 
does not matter, they say, his 
culture and behaviour do. To 
understand the success of the 
Front, and its dangers, it is im- 
portant to bear this in mind: its 
leaders may be cynical and ill- 
intentioned but. at local level, 
the Front’s supporters look like 
- are - the people next door. 

Michel Sellier, 56, a shabby. 
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self-employed accountant, says 
be is typical of the kind of pecC 
pic coming to the FN. He 
joined four years ago afterhav- 
ing voted for every other party 
except the Communists. After - 
the collapse of the. Soviet 
Union, be saw there was a new 
threat to French identity in the 
world. “I saw the new world or- 
der being erected by the US, 
which was intolerant of other 
cultures. I looked around and 
saw nothing but American films 
on television: McDonald’s; . 
young people wearing Jeans, 
baseball hats, playing rap mu- 
sic. 1 saw our jobs going abroad. 

1 saw immigrants who tod no re- 
spect for our culture. I looked 
for a party which could express 
and defend these ideas and 
saw only the Front National." . 

I tease them about an. FN 
publication on the origins of the : 
French nation which has a 
drawing of Clovis (the Ftankish 


be looked Eke". Yes, but tins re- gmeeav says: “The Americans 
sembles the worst kind of ’’ Vida never let the eim> happen." 
Aiyan-naiion propaganda fay Why not? “They will manipu- 
neo-Nazi parties in Britain, late- the markets to prevent iti 
Germany arthe US. '■ . ^because they wfll not tolerate 


neo-Nazi parties in Britain, 

Germany or the US. 

Mr Ratlin brings meapic£ure_ anything which challenges the 
of his daughter when she was dormnanon of ihe dollar.” So he 
about seven. She is blonde; but is hr favour of the emp? (The 
he is not “That caused me a lot FN officially is certainly not), 
of problems ..J" be said, guf- "Non , " he is "iolu a fait contre, ” 
•' " ■ ’ ' becanse he is against the Eu- 

ropean government of bureau- 
crats facing plotted in Brussels. 
V.' - But how would he defend 
France against the dollar? Can 
•■ the franc stand alone against 
- US-manipulated markets? No, 
they agree, probably noLThere 
. should be an arrangement to fix 
SH European exchange rates 
permanently against one an- 
other. Yes, l said, if wfll be called 
Itheeura No, they are against 
. that. because. France must pre- 
. : serve its monetary indepen- 

fawing, “People jumped to the donee and the franc roust 
wrong conclusions." I try ah- ' survive asa national symbol ... 
other tack. The job-eating JUS It ygyyjjikr arguing with a 

dinosaur poster. Is thatflibtte-.frie^whe has trad a nervous 
agge rated? Globalism is aleap .bidak&nvir.' ’the anxieties are 
into the unknown for aH cotda^ roojjed^EUr^dity- but magnified 
tries, including the US.Andtf , anddi^orietfefay some psychor 


t - 


king who reigned 481-511 and 
who founded the Merovingian 
monarchy) on the front resem- 
bling Bjorn Borg at his roosthir-' : 
sute. How many people in the * 
roam, how many people in • 
France, look like that? “hfayoci'.y 
misunderstand. GovisWas'the 
ori^nofthe French nation but : 
he was a German: that was what >' 


(Banesto). 

Conde, a former lawyer wh 
conducted his own defend 
said he had paid the money mi 
a trust in the Antilles to pe. 
suade the government to grat 
favourable tax concessions. Bi 
the three judges who cor 
demned him said Conde’s “t 
nancial engineering" was 
smokescreen of “puerile trie! 
ery", and ordered him to pay Ih 
money back. The Banesto font! 
diverted into the shadowy Ai 
gen tia Trust simply disappears; 
presumably into Conde's £35 r 
personal fortune. 

The judgment is a heavy bk* 
to Conde, who had hoped for 
smaH victory from which t> 
fight hack in the much bigge 
Banesto trial due this the sum 
mer. The verdict was grcetci 
yesterday with almost incredu 
lous relief that the man widef 
regarded as a brilliant and rutfc 
less manipulator was finally h 
start paying for his misdeeds. 

Conde’s magnetic personal 
rty filled the Spanish stage dur 
ing the country's brief specu 
Jative boom in the mid-1980s 


and won the respect of every 
one that mattered, includin' 


the-inight ofthe dollar s such log^ cause^u cannot quite 
:ar.jfirea$£tfkat do they have , ,toucfuj?Kft a^: meeting con- 
. M^m SbbopF”* Unktn^acfased, defeat ed;- depressed. 

e currency?'- •: l S lT ' . * v \ ; 

John Lichfield 


est family, he always denied re- 
sponsibility for Banestd's stag 
getmg debt," and claimed thai 
political' opponents, had made 
mm the ^black sheep^of Span- 
tsfi banking - 
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T hedeosion of The Guardian to pub- 

^‘ obtailied ew*nce on the 

WhethS-th^r ° f ^ is a contempt, 
mettrer the Commons judges it to be a con- 

remains to be seen; that 
may well be affected by the likely Laboiir 

SoS U ^-°r° f 2? C ? mmon * ***** ** elec- 
J Guardian s actions have helped 

Labour, and the party is unlikely to punish 
the P a P e t for that timely assistance. But 
whatever Parliament decides^it was certainly 
an act of contempt in the rion-fegal sense- 
contemptuous of the Prime MmiaerVdeci- 
sion not to help speed up publication ofthe 
report and contemptuous of the actions of. 
some of the MFs involved. ■-. 

This newspaper shares that contempt, 
and therefore applauds The Guardian's 
decision to publish the documents. They do 
not add greatly to the .general state of 
knowledge or public belief about the indi- 
viduals concerned, but they fill in fascinat- 
ing detail. The MPs have complained that, 
because the paper has selected from a much 
larger mass of documents, the full story has 
not been cold and they have been denied nat- 
ural justice. This is not an argument to dis- 
miss out of hand; we need to beware Salem 
always, wit there are competing interests 
here. On the one hand, the d igni ties of Par- 
liament and the rights .of individual mem- 
bers, who are shortly to be candidates.- But 


in time, some facts come out of the dark 


on the other isthe right of the-public to know 
specific and important things about people 
putting themselves forward for election to 
the House of Commons - which is still, in 
spite of everything, our single most impor- 
tant institution. ' 

By refusing to let the relevant committee 
sit on, John Major had deliberately and with 
calculation sought to deprive voters of this 
information. Accused MPs .had protested, 
apparently sincerely, that they too wanted 
the report published before the election to 
dear the doud of suspicion over them: so the 
leader of the Conservative Party was deny- 
ing his party’s prospective candidates the jus- 
tice they claimed they needed. A very 
strange business indeed. We would have 
hoped that Parliament itself would have 
revolted at it but we did not expect it to. Nor 
.did it. 

So in these circumstances. The Guardian 
broke the rules, and it was right to do so, 
because it was acting in the wideT public 
interest, exposing things which those in 
authority had wrongly tried to keep hidden. 
That attack yesterday provoked a counter- 
offensive of denials and injured protests 
from some MPs and indeed from Mr Major 
himself. Bat we can all now see what the 
Prime Minister wanted to be hidden during 
th& campaign, and his moral authority on the 
subject is low, particularly after his eruption 



of anger about “smears" in the House on 
Thursday. 

What now? The first lesson is straight- 
forward. Britain has ceased to be a country 
where things can be bushed up easily. Once 
upon a time, British businesses might have 
done favours for MPs, and had favours done 
in return, and no whistles would be blown, 
and no documents would have been leaked. 
Today, public servants are less deferential, 
many of the key business figures are non- 
Establishment outsiders - from the a! Fayeds 
in one way, to Richard Branson in another 
- and the old SW1 omerta is impossible to 
guarantee. It may be that this passing gen- 
eration of MPs has been more tainted than 
any other. It is equally possible that enve- 
lope-stuffing for MPs lias been going on, in 
quiet comers, for years: we simply never 
knew. 

The second lesson is a subtler one, and 
partly answers the first. In this more open 
democracy, we have to stop thinking of MPs 
as a class. They are more varied than almost 
any other profession and it is important, as 
this sleaze story slithers on, to remember that 
some are dishonourable, and veiy many are 
not. A badly behaved backbencher or three 
should no more taint our view of politics gen- 
erally than a bribe-taking official makes us 
give up on public life - or, dare we say it, an 
incompetent journalist should lead one to 


assume that everything in the papers is non- 
sense. MPs generally have become butts of 
public ridicule and hostility. But if things 
have recently got out of hand, then we 
shouldn't blame only the miscreant mem- 
bers: the rest of us should be careful of our 
own reactions. As voters and democrats, we 
need to discriminate: discrimination, indeed, 
is our duty and our power. 

Finally, there is a simple moral lesson, 
which has not changed much since the first 
humans sat in the back of a cave and traded 
arrow-heads. If you make a secret deal with 
anyone, you put yourself at their mercy for- 
ever. Only politicians with very little under- 
standing of human nature would be happy 
to do this. After all. we all know that peo- 
ple fall out. Friendships sour. Business 
alliances shift. 

Neil Hamilton. Tim Smith and the others 
who took money from Mohamed al Fayed 
seem not have understood that basic point. 
They gave away not just their independence, 
but also their political fates. For that almost 
unbelievable, bone-headed stupidity, if for 
nothing worse, they proved themselves failed 
politicians. Now that their electorates have 
the facts that Mr Major would rather have 
kept hidden this spring, we hope that the 
democratic machine will kick in, by kicking 
them out. We deserve better politicians 
than these. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Forced into cynicism by our 
undemocratic way of voting 


Sin A response from one cynic to 
your front-page article “An historic 
choice for Britain - the case against 
cynicism" ( 18 March). - 

1 am not cynical by nature. I don't 
want to be cynical about British 
politics. But I’ve had cynicism thrust 
upon me by our uniquely 
undemocratic first-past-the-post 
electoral system. 

When Douglas Hurd decided last 
year to retire as MP for Witney at : 
the forthcoming election, a handful 
of leading local Tories met in secret 
session to choose his successor. •> 
They then announced to the press 
who the next MP for this safe Ibiy 
seat was to be. 

And the electorate? They will 
merely rubber-stamp the decision on 
I May. It is undrinkable that any ' ■ 
other candidate could win. 

There is no effective political 
representation under our Byzantine 
system forlhe minority who prill 
decUne to vote Tbiy, no choice of 
Tory candidates so we can opt forthe 
soft-ieftic, nothing to discourage 
abject cynictsm about the whole . 


are all for a stitch-up, provided they 
share in the stitching. 

An alarming number of people are 
findingnothing for them in any of the 
three “mam" parties, and the young 
especially are not voting at alL lb 
remvigdrate democracy and political 
thought, small, and nascent, political 


■ hearing. The public will sort out 
the genuinely good ideas from the 
cranky. If the old parties are to be 


there is no hope tor democracy. 
CHRISTOPHER PADLEY 
Market Rosen, Lincolnshire 


charade. 
MARK DORAN 
0)xford , • 





Sin There are manytfrings that I 
hope ttffl happen on poflingday. One 
is dial my vote, for" once, w3l count. 
However I Bye in one ofihe many 
areas of the country where the * 
constituency boundaries have - 
changed beyond recognition. In 
order to apply niy vote tactually I ; 
need information specific to the new 
, constituency aica^siuce there is no 
- form Am I likely to get it? . 

- If -Hail to receive data about how 
mycandidates are faring vis-a-vis one 
another, I amconsidering adding to 
my cross on the. voting paper the 
phrase “in fact, anyone but Mr 
ABC*'. I shall at least have the 

satisfaction of knowing that my ■ ■ 

message is going ib be shown to the 
candidates in order to decide • 

whether it will count as a vote or a 
spoiled paper. 

RICHARD WELCH . 

Norton, 

C&wrf... - 


Sin Candidates from all parties must 
not forget that there are on average 
10,000 disabled people In each 
constituency - which in marginal 
seats amid be enough to influence 
the ouicome of the election. But wQI 
disabled voters be able to get in to 
their local pollmg booth to cast their 
vote? 

- Scope’s research at the last 
election, found that only 12 per cent 
of polling stations were fully 
accessible for disabled people. This is 
an oufrage. Scope calls on all parties 
' . to ensure that improvements are 
made this year to polling stations, 
access to public meetings and 
election materials. 

If alt <L5 million disabled people m 
this country were able to exercise 
their democratic rights, we might see 
areal change in the country’s 
political agenda: 

RICHARD BREWSTER 
Chief Executive 

Scope (formerly The Spastics Society ) 
JLondoh.Wl.- 


Sin Wfafen Derek Young. 3 liberal 
Democrat candidate, stales (letter, 
ISMaroh) that the format of a TV 
debate between the pare,' leaders 
wouJd “re3Cb daft proportions'’ if the 
<3i«fc&-parw etc were allowed to 
participate.' is he accepting the logic 
brftfedJohn Major’s wish taexdude 
the liberal Democrats? That is, large 
political parties sho ttid' te ^owe d to 

appeals that the Liberal Democrats 


Sin IBs Bsscal Smart (TB hot vote 
- it won't change a thing", 18 March) 
2 have no intention of wring for any 
political party: Unlike him 1 am not 
young (47) and have no interest one 
way or tbe other in the legalisation of 
■ drugs, or in the EU, single European 
currencies and so on. I am very 
. interested fit the planet that I live on 
and its future. . 

..^^Theraity reason latoGkely to vote 
vnff-be for a party who wilt tackle 
global warming, environment and 
-habkat destruction and address the 
caripuHSctran^JOrtlssue to the 
benefitof^LJrealise that global . 
warmmg4s atfor Idwide problem but 
a start frasto be made somewhere, 
and soGn, and here is as good a: place 
as any- When these problems are ' 

interest in which 

feature proorihentty in election 
campaigns. , 

NOEL CORRALL 
Castle Acre, Norfolk ' ; * . • 



Intimidation 
on the train 


Sin If I was dismayed by Mis 
Johnson’s story (letter. 19 March). I 
was horrified by Ivor VVStrburton’s 
response (20 March ) on behalf of 
Virgin West Coast Trains. 

Just bow does he propose that a 
mother should check that those 
around her are comfortable with her 
feeding a baby? Shouldlhe inquiry be 
addressed to those in adjoining seats, 
those across the aisle or should all 
those passing through the carriage 
also be given the opportunity to 
object? 

Breast-feeding is a perfectly 
natural biological function and 
attitudes such as those expressed by 
Mr Whrtmrlon only serve to 
intimidate women who wish to offer 
the best possible source of 
nourishment to their babies. 

I hope that Virgin will rethink this 
policy. Does it also apply to 
occupants of Virgins airline scats? 

Dr SUE GORDON 
Morpeth, Northumberland 


Sir It must be nearly 50 years since 1 
breast-fed ray baby on the train from 
Manchester to London. Covered by a 
large shawl I had no trouble at ail: in 
fact I think the other passengers in a 
full carriage were both sympathetic 
and interested. How silly can some 
men gel? 

ALISON LEAKEY 

Welwyn Garden City. Hertfordshire 


The Prime Minister In action on his “soapbox’ - but does it say “Port 
SunBghf on the side? Photograph: Adam Butler 


Sir. What a perverted society we live 
in when a young woman is castigated 
for breast-feeding her baby on a train, 
yet other young women are paid large 
sums of money for displaying their 
over-developed mammary glands on 
the third page of a popular daily 
paper! 

ANNE MARTIN 
Haywards Heath 
West Sussex 


Major’s clean political platform 


Dapping in Ireland 


Sin Anyone bom before the Second 
World War should be able to answer 
Jean Ma Meson's inquiry about the 
origins or Mr Major’s portable 
podium (letter, 21 March). In the 
1930s wooden boxes in ray parents' 
house were invaluable containers for 
bricks and other toys for the 
children, and useful for keeping 
oddments together in cellar or 
tool-shed. 

The ones 1 remember had “Port 
Sunlight" stamped on the sides, with 
the rays of the rising sun and a 
lifebelt or Lifebuoy emblem , in red 
and black 1 think, identifying the 
brand of soap and its maker. The 
bottoms were made of two broad 


slats, but the sides were strongly 
jointed at the comers, creating a 
solid container, rectangular in 
shape. 

I don’t know when these boxes 
went out of use but 1 believe all the 
packaging was cardboard when I 
worked briefly in Pears’ soap factory 
after the war. At all events, prewar 
soapboxes were very serviceable and 
quite strong enough to stand on if 
you turned them upside down. They 
would raise you some 22 centimetres 
off the ground, or 9 inches as some 
members of the Conservative Party 
migh t prefer to say. 

NIGEL GLEND INNING 
London E3 


Sir. The main reason for the 
familiarity of the cheap black 
plimsolls known as “daps" in South 
Whies (Letters. 18-21 March) was 
that they were worn all the time (not 
just for games} by kids whose families 
could not afford boots, as in my own 
primary school in the Thirties. 

Certainly “dap" meant “bounce", 
both noun and verb. The only other 
usage I know is in trout-fishing, where 
“dapping" is a method used on Irish 
loughs in which a large mayfly is 
bobbed or bounced across the surface 
using an ultra-Jong rod and gossamer 
line. 

R PERROTT 
London N5 


Lads’ of the TOC win fair deals for women at work 

r ‘ « i. Klrolu tn have naid holidays. between the 


Sirr Diane Ccwle. in an otherwise 
interesting discussion ofthe labour 
market (“Lisle n lads— women’s work 
counts too", 20 March), - ' . 

misrepresents a new TUC report to 

suggest that the TUC is interested 
only in FuH-time male workers. 

Nothing could be farther from the- 
truth.The TUC has been campaigning 
in the courts, in Parliament, in Brussels 
. and in the media to improve the lot of 
part-time workers- Thanks to umoo 
campaigning part-timers can no long er 
be excluded from company pension 
schemes and the Gcvemment was 
forced to reduce tbe quahtyfogperiod 
for part-timers to gain protection 

agarost unfair dismissal to the same 

two-year period as for fiilMuners. 
TUCreseareh then showed that Uus 
hadno advene effect on pait-nme 
jobs, contrary wthc warnings of 
mtmaeis. 

Our campaigning for a minimum 
waff, the Working Time Direc tive 
and the Social Chapfe r J H ' nnisc *° 
brirgreal benefits to women part- 
timers, who are the lowest paid and 


■least likely to have paid holidays. 

■ ‘ Our report was spurred tydaims 
that the uK is a rip-roaring success 

because It has more people in work 
than -other countries. What we found 
was that this was due to there being 
fewer young people in fuD-time 
education man elsewhere, more people 
working when they are paa retirement 

ajff and, yes, there being more part- 
time workers here than in mast other 
EU countries. The UK is no better than 
others at creating the qualiryjobs that 
men and women needto give them the 

land ofmeome required to bring up 
families and iave for retirement. 

JOHN MONKS 
General Secretary 
Trades Union Congress 

London WC1 


between them. Five million women 
aren’t “taking advantage of the 
flexible labour market”. Diane Coyle 
and her middle-class mates might be, 
but the overwhelming majority of 
women working part-time are 
topping up the inadequate wages of 
the men ui their lives. 


The Labour Party is right: real jobs 
sriobs. 


are breadwinner jol 
JUDITH BURNS 
London SE4 


Sir A “real job" is one that maintains 
the worker < 


J job" is 

r doing the job, his partner 
and all the kids they’ve produced 


Sir. Diane Coyle omits to mention 
the Conservatives' double standard. 
New part-time jobs are included in 
the total for job creation, whereas 
those without a job who are actively 
seeking part-time work are 
conveniently left out of the published 
unemployment figure. 

MIKE DEAN 

Department of Health Sciences 
Alann College, UntverdtypfYbrk 


BBC gets a good price for programmes 


Sir 1 was interested to read your 
comment (18 March) following the 
signing of the BBC 
Worldwide/Flextech joint venture. 

You suggested that the Flextech 
investment, which, incidentally, 
could be as much as £ 150m. “might 
seem like a rather small price to pay 
for all those billions of pounds wort h 
of licence-fee investment". You 
farther suggested that this could be 
seen as “giving away a highly 
valuable commodity for next to 
nothing". 

This implies both a 
misunderstanding of the structure of 
the joint venture and of the fair 
trading arrangements which 
underpin the separation of BBC 
Worldwide finances from our licence 
fee-funded activities. 

The joint venture will, from day 
one, pay BBC Worldwide the full 
market value for programmes 


supplied under the programme 
licence agreement that has been 
negotiated. This will provide an 
immediate return on the licence 
payers’ investment in programmes 
and generates further funds for our 
programme-makers serving both 
B8C1 and BBC2. 

In addition, when the joint 
venture moves into profitability, 
there will be a further income stream 
back to the BBC from any 


distributable profits agreed by the 
)f course the BBC wi 
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board, and of course the BBC will 
also be participating in the creation 
of valuable assets in the channels we 
create, as has been amply 
demonstrated by the valuation 
placed upon UK Gold. 

This seems to me to suggest that 
the BBC has done a very good deal 
for the licence fee-payer, the BBC’s 
programme-makers and BBC 
Worldwide. 

RW PHILLIS 
Deputy Director-General 

Chief Executive, BBC Worldwide 
London Wl 


LETTER from 


THE EDITOR 


W 


e have secret polls 
which we shall be 
revealing next week 


showing the gap between 
Tone 


Labour and the Tories down to 
just five points. Also, as every- 
one who is anyone now knows, 
there is a serious sex scandal 
about to break which involves 
senior members of the shadow 
cabinet, a Russian access and 
some furry animals. There are 
reports that Neil Hamilton is 
defecting to New Labour and 


will be publicly welcomed by 
Hair. Oh 


Tony Blair. Oh yes. And a 
shooting war may be about to 
break out in the British-man- 
dated Gcorginu Islands. 

Only joking. But it would 
take all of the above to con- 
vince people that this election 
was going to be a down-io-ihe- 
wire. close contest And what 
alarms the news business gen- 
erally is that voters won’t want 
to read or watch the six-week 
game, if they think they know 
the resulL If $ a lazy and unde- 
mocratic reaction! since the 
parties will be laying out 
detailed plans which uill uffecl 
our lives, and these are the 
weeks when they are roost open 
to challenge. 

All we can do is promise you 
plenty of election-free cover- 
age to refresh you. and ensure 
that the real issues are teased 
out and fully argued over. 1 
notice that it tends to be older 
readers who are most inter- 
ested. The ignorance of 
younger voters about the 
democratic system is worry- 
ing: though no fan of loading 
ever more on to the national 
curriculum, a proper course in 
civics and political education 
seems essential. Democracy is 
not bred in the bone. It has 10 
be learned, and defended. If 
we don’t test our would-be 
rulers now, we can hardly com- 
plain about the government 
we’ll gel later. 


therefore he may be obliged to 
change sides. (So long as 
Rupert leishim.) What, mean- 
while. of The Guardian, one 
paper which because of its long- 
term leftism, could least plau- 
sibly get involved in such mim- 
icry? Well, this week, 
advertising its election cover- 
age. it too decided it was “truly 
independent". 

While welcoming sinners 
repenting, and noting that we 
must be doing something right. 
I can’t help feeling there is a 
small difference between gen- 
uine independence of spirit. 


Thf Sms excited 
conversion to the 
cause of New Labour 
has left not a dry eye 
in the house. It has 
been one ofthe 
funniest things in 
journalism for years 


and pre-election sales gim- 
mickry. Judging by our recent 
sales, quite a few others think 
so too. 


We are popular, it seems. The 
Daily Telegraph is shamelessly 


mimicking 77jc Independent's 


masthead and slogans in an 
attempt to bribe readers away: 
the house newspaper of right- 
wing Tory Catholics chirpilv 
proclaims itself 1 “independent”* 
At Wapping, meanwhile, the 
editor of The Times is belatedly 
trying the independence game, 
arguing that though he agrees 
with Tory policies, the Tory 
party seems likely to lose, and 


At the tabloid end of the mar- 
ket. The Sun's excited conver- 
sion to the cause of New 
Labour has left not a dry eye in 
the house. It has been one of 
the funniest things in journal- 
ism for years. 

But given that The Sun was 
lured into Blair's camp by his 
Union Jack-waving article 
about the iniquities of Euro- 
federalism. this is surely bound 
to end in real tears. U'ithin 
weeks of taking office, a 
Labour cabinet would have to 
take key decisions about the 
intergovernmental conference 
and give equally clear signals 
about monetary union. Nothing 
I have heard makes me think 
those decisions and signals will 
please the anti-Europeun Sun 
in the least. 

And if it is forced to make 
another 180-degree turn, the 
fact that it has been made to 
look a fool this spring will 
stoke its anger to purple-faced 
hysteria. 


Andre a? Marr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


( doubt now whether anything can stop machines taking over our 
world - Kevin Warwick, professor of cybernetics, Reading University 
1 don't love the country. 1 want to go back because I love the peo- 
ple - Han Dongfang. Chinese dissident who imprisoned and 
tortured after Tiananmen Square 

1 am happy to get out of the House of Commons - John Prescott. 
Labour's deputy leader, as he embarks luj his nationwide election tour 

The French arc nostalgic for their royalty, you know. It’s partly 
guilt. They killed their parents and they will never gee over it - 
Prince Henri d'Orieans. heir to the non-existent French throne 


We keyed in the Prince’s name and the only thing that came up 
was a pub in Seattle. I think Charles was a little distressed -Mar- 
!yn Lewis, BBC newsreader, describing an incident when he showed 
the Prince of Hales around an Internet facility for youngsters 
They are very popular, lots of people like them. They are very hairy 
and take up lots of leg room - they’ve got 32 legs - spokeswoman 
at Dudley Zoo. where four tarantulas have heart named, in honour 
of the election, John Tony, Paddy and Alex, after the party leaders 

I must have been the unJikdiesr sex symbol ever. You couldn’t 
see my face, but I was bombarded with letters from lovely ladies 
eveiywhere - Dave Prowse. who played Darth 1 bder behind a mask 
in ‘Star Rare' 


Si. 
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the Saturday story 



Tasteless 
and irony- 
free it may 
be, but far 
Reggie 
Nadelson 


Oscar night is about 
winning about hope - 
and about one helluva 
party at her place 


hat America has always had the wit, 
talent and money to make good and 
sometimes great" movies is seif-evi- 
dent. Thai ii expresses this at Oscar 
time - happening again on Monday 
night - is maybe less plain. 1 don't care. 1 love 
Oscar night. Oscar is the biggest night of the year 
at my house, everyone laying bets, yelling at the 



TV' seL guzzling beer and wine, easing popcorn 

tnei 


and Reese's Peanut Butler Cups. Out there arc 
parlies where people actually know the stars. At 
my house someone always has a friend who is 
the third cousin of the ail director on the ani- 
mated short subject. I don’t care. I love Oscar 
more Lhan 1 love the 4th of July, more than Hal- 
loween or Valentine's Day because Oscar is our 
honours list, our knighthoods. What's more, even 
here in Manhattan. Oscar night has almost no 
irony, which means you can indulge in high emo- 
tion and low taste. 

The thing about Oscar is that it's about win- 
ning and we are talking archetypes here, we are 
talking a Pindaresque ode to the guy who wins 
ihe big race. It’s no surprise that so many Oscars 
go to actors and movies who win the race, some- 
times literally. 

Take Jerry Maguire. This is a comedy about a 
sports agent played bv lorn Cruise. In it, Cruise 
loses all, then wins it all back and he's good, 
really guod. Cruise has become a real movie star 
because he does what he does brilliantly, no 
more, no less. He works a very small territory 
with the determination of a prospector who has 
a small but fabulous allotment. But the real joy 
of the picture is Cuba Gooding, Jr. nominated 
(or Best Supporting Actor. In Jerry Maguire, 
Gooding really Is the guy who wins the race. or. 
in this case, the $1 1.4m"fcolbaU deal. 

This is Gooding's first big part and he is hilar- 
ious and surprising in iL an actor who, at fiv e foot 



And the 
winner is- 
Sharon 
Stone and 
Quincy 
Jones fiat 
Into the 
spirit of 
America's 
honours fist 
Cuba 

Goocfingjnr 
(below left), 
favourite for 
the long, 
moving ' 
speech 
award 


the most tasteless. Actually, in recent years the 
clothes have been worryingly tasteful. Most of 
the women get themselves Armani'd to the eye- 
balls or cloaked in the Stalinist simplicity of 
Calvin Klein. In the bad old days, you could 
count on at least one starlet for some T&A. you 
could count on Streisand for sec-through and 
Cher for flesh. 


tie movies, independent movies, good movies. 
British movies. So many of the actors and 
directors arc British, although I think it’s a 
shame. Evita was overlooked probably out of 


spite. There's always spite on Oscar night, 
; hie star 


movies are pretentious. Pm talking Rain Man or 
Afy Left Foot or The Piano. But Rush makes his 
character charming, sexy even, a guy you want 
to know even when he's busy cracking up. : 


daily where great big stars are concerned, 
year Evita and Madonna got the spite vote. 


Not only do I love Oscar, i like pre-Oscar, the 
period befp. 


Anyhow, you can split a lot of hairs over the 
British husine 


10. went up for the part of a monster football 
id v 


player and won iL Anothcr Oscar archetype. 


Give us a speech. Cuba, and make it long. 
Oscar speech worth its statuette should be less 
lhan five minutes or contain fewer than 22 rep- 
etitions of the word “love" and/or "wunnerful." 
Unless it is political. Political is OK if you make 
the night one to remember. Remember when 
Brando sent a Native American maiden to col- 
lect his Oscar? When George C Sootl turned his 
down? I love it. 

You want odds? We give odds at ray Oscar 
party along with the roast chicken and the moz- 
zarella sandwiches. Odds on which star shows 
the most bosom. Odds on which outfit will be 


fore the awards proper when the stars 
parade into the ball in their evening clothes in 
the hot California sun. I can't remember which 
year it was. but once, during the television pre- 
Oscars, Oprah Winfrey was on hand, as I recall. 
‘What would you call that colour." she gushed 


staring into the cleavage of some starlet who 
olo 


replied: “1 call it the colour purple." 

Nobody’s immune to Oscar. Last year. Randy 
Newman." the most ironic songwriter in Amer- 
ica, got up on stage and played his nominated 
song He wants to win. Everyone wants to win. 
even the British and this year there are a lot of 
them. And do the self-effacing, self-deprecating, 
ironic Brits back modestly into the limelight? 
They do not. thank God. They are out there 
whooping it up. 

Secrets and Lies, Fargo, Sling Blade, Shine, it’s 
a weird year, really. So many of the films are lit- 
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less. The English Ardent, for instance, 
a hot Oscar favourite - is ic British? Is it Amer- 
ican? Canadian? Is The English Patient Hun- 
garian? Who put up the money, where’s the 
beef? Who cares? Myself, I don’t care if the flick 
comes from Burkina Faso or the money’s 
Andorran, so long as it makes me laugh, makes 
me cry, keeps me entertained for a couple hours. 

The tasty thing about so much British talent 
on tap at Oscar time, however, 
is it proves how classy the 
American movie biz really is. 
it flies right in the face of all 
those critics who, at Oscar 
time, claim the American busi- 
ness is spoiled and philistine. 

It gives no comfort to London 
iuwies. anti-American divi- 
sion. who generally break out 
inio a pustulant little outburst 
around Oscar time. 

Can we talk? I want Geof- 
frey Rush for best actor. I 
want him because Shine is a 
wonderful movie and Rush an 
unlikely star. I also want him 
because it's a breakthrough 
role in the Oscar Goes Dis- 
abled Category. For the most 
part, actors in these roles 
depend on spectacular physical 
tics: for the most part the 



W hile Fm on the subject of self-congrat- 
ulation, Oscar often favours not just the 
disabled but the dead. Also the nearly 
dead. The TRIBUTE to those who have died the 
previous year is one of my favourite features oh 
Oscar night. Then there are the special awards, 
the lifetime awards, the stare barely standing who 
are wheeled on to standing ovations. I love it 
The physically impaired, the. near-dead-HoL 
lywood loves them at Oscar time. But there’s 
nothing it loves more than' a tale with a social, 
message. Thisyear ft’s The People ws Larry FTynt. 

Larry Ffynt is a movie that’s not 
only sinfully dishonest in the 
alleged cause of free speech, 
it’s also very dull. Drab. 
Lifeless. V 

. Itconcmnsi^riyFfynL the 
founder and editor of Hustler 
magazine who, paralysed from 
the waist down in a shooting, 
went on fighting for his' right to 
publish hard porn. Flynt 
against the censors. Flynt who 
took a stand. - - • 

There’s a problem. . Milos 
Forman’s picture, which stars 
Woody Harrelson, celebrates 
the Fust Amendment, but it 
tells acrappylie in order to do 
it. The film portrays Larry 
Flynt as ■' a cuddly pornogra- 
pber, a kind of free-kjve hippie 
who merely added some soft- 
focus spread shots to the world 


, ' of male magazines. In feet, the real world of 
Larry Flynt, and Hustler would have meant pho- 
tographs of women gangrraped, of women 
lashed to : cars, women jput through meat 
' grinders, women, if I remember right, in con- 
centration camp scenes. All for the sake of 
pornogr&pby. Call it free speech. But a real por- 
trayal of Flynfs world would have meant an X- 
. rating for tbe.film and you don’t win an Oscar 
with. an 

OK. Enough about Flynt: It s late. By 10 on 
Monday evening, the action at my house win be . 
heating up. People on the edge of their chairs. 
Rzople falling asleep on the table, as after a large 
Christmas darner. Will The English Railent win? 
Secrets and Lies ? Lauren Bacall? The smart 
. money in New York is on Bacall, of course. 

- But what does it all mean, the outfits, the tear- 
stained speeches, the golden statuettes? It’s 
about wnning. The Oscars, the Olympics, the 
gold rolling in. This year, it’s also about the lit- 
tle guy, the underdog, the foreign actor, the per- 
son nobody ever heard of or bet on who comes 
up a winner. A star is born. It’s another great 
story. I love it. 

So much part of the yearly cycle of life is Oscar 
night that the phrases have entered the vernac- 
ular. 1 was talking to someone recently and he 
said: "Well, of course, she’s unhappy she wasn’t 
nominated,” and I never had to ask, “nominated 
for what?” 

It could just be that Oscar has replaced the 
Presidency as the ultimate goal. That out there 
at Oscar parties all over the country people are 
sitting around staring at the guy in the tux, the 
babe in the beautiful dress, and thinking, who 


f 


knows? Maybe one of these days Tm going to 

: will be 


get an Oscar. One day maybe my book • 
made into a movie, the movie nominated and, 
come Oscar night,, the winner is 


What a shock to see The Sun 
supporting Labour. It’s enough 
to make you want to vole Tory. 
It describes the Tories as 
"tarnished with sleaze, riddled 
with scandal and beset by 
fools". That sounds quite like 
The Sun to me. 

Despite the trumpeting, an 
the from page, inside (he 
paper the adoration was 
decidedly lukewarm. The 
Labour part)' are warned 
about the dangers of going 
against what The Sun wants 
them to do. It's tragic that this, 
rag sees itself as important 
enough to dictate its simplistic 
spurious terms in a pseudo- 
serious fashion. As lor Tiny 
Blair saying he’s absolutely 
delighted with their support - 
I couldn't physically have got 
the words out of my mouth. 


second came across as all in 
good fun and a bit of a laugh. 
So, women, if you’re going to 
sue for sexnal harassment, try 
and make sore the bloke's not 
modi cop to look at and skint 


While Tm on the subject of 
The Sun. it was interesting to 
see how it treated two similar 
stories of sexual harassment 
this week. One involved a 
driving instructor old, balding 
and unattractive, touching a 
woman's breasts. Tbe other, a 
horse trainer; no doubt rich, 
with hair and not unattractive, 
pinching a female jockey’s 
bum on live (derision. The 
first incident was described in 
terms of lechery and 
perversion, whereas the 


I did a show in London on 

Wednesday night and just as a 
matter of interest asked the 
audience which of them 
would vote Labour. A muted 
response, perhaps five voices 
out of a hundred, greeted my 
cars. “Blimey," I thought, 
’Tvc got myself a Tory 
audience here.” Wrong. An 
even less enthusiastic 
response greeted that 
question. “Right,” I said, 
"who’s not going to bother to 
vote at all?" The place 
erupted. Looks like the 
comedy-going population arc 
.swamped with political apathy. 



! associated with selling your soul 
' to. the highest bidder. I suppose 
God would have been none too 
pleased if they’d all nipped out 
and actually purchased a BMW 
on the proceeds. 


Unfortunately, any 

ed fcy the ad. 


Gera Lee Nolan, one of 
those adored and stobbered- 
over women, “a Baywntch 
Babe”, is to make the 
ultimate sacrifice for her fens 
and give birth to her baby live 
on the Internet There will be 
computers in the delivery 
room, supplying sound of 
Gena in labour. She wanted 
pictures of the birth to be 
available to her fans as welL 
hut thankfully her husband 
has talked her out of this. 


How delightful that such a 
private and intimate moment 
will be captured for all the 
Net nerds to hear and savour. 

Given that there is so much 
porn on the Internet, it seems 
likely that, many uninformed 
teenage boys may well stumble 
across this and assume that 
the grunts are due to an 
altogether more salacious 
practice. Don’t do H, Gena. 


fliey’re about it perhaps thfiy 
amld-tedde the ability of 
males to discuss , emotional 
issues, respect for women and 

numerous issues of peer group 
pressure wlricfe wah>' few ago . 

boys behave like cavemen. 


teenagers, attracted „ _ 
once they actually get to 
church will find it's the same 
old dull and ancient set-up ft 
- was at harvest festival, the 
time lots of us last set foot in 
the old place. 


The poor old Church of 
England has been forced into 
advertising itself to try to stern 


Listen to your old man (and l 
«)■ 


don’t say that veiy often) 


Tbe Sex Education Forum mM 
this week that boys’ sex 
education should be taken 
more seriously by schools, 
because boys may be scared Co 
show their ignorance and drip 
could be dangerous, as the 
traditional method of team ing 
about sex, Tor boys, tends to be 
in groups behind the bike 
sheds. Fair point, and while • 


spiritual succour elsewhere. 
They also want to attract 
young people ‘to the church, so 

have used the same old 

acqtnationa] images that are 

used to sell anytfimg firam 

beer to aftershave Therefore, 

. you haw a BMW thrown in- 
and some people dancing at a 
chib in London called the 
Ministry of Sound. 

Foronce. though, those 
starring m the advert have not 
taken the huge fees normally 


It seems, that Arthur Conan 
Doyle, creator of Sherlock 
Holmes, may have 

perpetrated the Piltdown 
Man hoax; as revenge on the 
sdentificegtabUshment, men 
he resented because they had 
attacked a psychic he 
adrairaLConan Doyle was a 
well-known practical joker. 
My favourite story about him 
is tbe one hi which he sent a 
postcard to several of his 
friends which said, “We arc 
discovered. Flee.” Even 
though he had- just made this 
up, a friend of his did make 
off to the Continent, leavings 
question-mark over what he 
was actually involved in. 

Anyone who hoaxes the 
scientific establishment is all 
by me. These geezers in 
white coats are Ear too smug 
most of the time. 
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It is Mtoo obviom 
to me how one 
mmwordcan 
lead a 'man to 
assaultMs-- 
Tigighbour’b car 





Y ou wanna hear naive? .. 
This £s naive: fit was so 
minor. One cross word. 
In the con ted of one’s didiy 
hassles it was something that 
you would consider to be 
completely irrelevant" ' 

The astonished snea 


i astonished speaker, 
was 34-year-old Mark Girling, 

The irrelevant woPdwas had 
with his neighbour the Hon 
^Jugh Donovan, and. it 
^concerned parking; in the ' 
haul-bourgeois enclave of 
Felden Sheet,- Fulham. - 

As a consequence of this 
brief encounter Mr Girling's 
Porsche and Mr Girling's - 
Range Rover-were scratched 
or dented on many occasions 
over 13 months. Mystified as 
to who could be behind these 
attacks, Mr Girimg eventually 
prevailed upon the local plod 
to mount a-smveiHance ■ - ; 
operation. 

One night a video-camera 
caught tbe63-year-dkJ Hon 
barrister sneaking out under 
cover of darkness and 
vandalising his neighbour’s 
expensive vehicles. ... - ..' _ 

I call Mr Girling’s surprise-., 
“naive”, because it is all too 
obvious to me why one cross 
1 word might lead to someone 
assaulting his motois. In fact, 
many of us underachievers 
would need no cross words at 
all to want to espress our 
dismay that a 34-year-okl 
should be able to afford both 
a Porsche and a Range Rover. 

Furthermore, a photograph 
of the Range Rover shows - 
that Mr Girling has retained 
the infamous IniD bars, . ‘ 
increasing the likelihood that 
any accident invo hrin&a child 
(God forbid?) might be fatal- . 
Frankty,most of us have - 
some motive forsumung tmr- • > 
Yales down Mr Girling’s 
bodywork 

Mr Girting - doubtiess a 
good and innocent man - may 
not have understood how his 
vehicular statements affect . 
rfcere. Surely, though, he 
must comprehend mat to ; 
have a dSspiite with one’s 
neighbours about parking - 
be it ne’er so minor- spells ; ■■ 
big, bigtrouble. 

In my little London street - 
we have historically been 
blessed with great parlong. 
Many fellow residents are 
Liberal Democrats, and have 1 
tended to travel everywhere, 
by bicycle. Others are young, 
and have had tittle need for a . 
car. But just recently this has 
begun to change. Babies have, 
been born in extraordinary 
numbers, and behind the 
stork comes the car. Those 
with none, get one. Those 
with one, get another for the 
nanny. A street in which each 


of -us has grown accustomed 
to parking outride our very. . 
own doors has become one in 
which such an outcome is . 

. Statistically most unlikely. \ 
None of this has broken 
outintofeud- yet. True, we 
recently reported an old, 
feimped Honda with an out-; 
of-date licence disc to the 
council, and made the- 
mistake of boasting about our 
Straw-style • • ; 
conuniLpitariarusm to our • .* 
next-door neighbours, i*It was 
ours”, they confessed • ■ 
rioomily, “and we got a!£40 
fine? 7 Cm, bowwe laughed! ; 

‘ . Haring discussed tms with 
friends, 1 fed sure that tbis is 
the coming issue - in towns, 
at any rate. We all have the - 
same symptoms: feelings of 
anger that people without \ •' 
cbBdien should park outride; - 
the bouses of those with 
theni; a tendency to. repark ' 


one s car m a more 


: favourable spot whenever the 
opportunity presents itself (1 
wait by the -window for the 
sound ofan.engmekfiuy at . 
being frozen out or the V 
resiaems’ parking areas of ' 1 
■ Chelsea, white so similar ' 
interdict appBes to those few' 

- Chelsea motorists seeking to 
park inKentish Town;the 
occasional foray to leave a 

- tart, ano n ymo us note on thfe 
windscreen of anycarlefi 

• parked across one’s house for 
. a whole weekend. Etcetera. 

But where does this lead? 

. Returning to &lden Street 
' for a moment, one £ldeity 
v resident was Rioted as saying 
' that the car-scrateher had .. 
“broughtm the tactics of the ’ 
comcfi eoate M :Tmle did this 

■ woman knowthaLa dilute 
.. afaoqt parking in a housing 

estate m Kemdey, Kent, 
recently efimaxed in a pitched 
.- battle involving a shotgun and 
. a baseball bat. . 

■ There is, ofcohrse, no legal 
entitlement to park outride - 
or in any proximity to - one’s 
own home. The regulation of 
such social relations depends 
entirety.on /voluntary ' 

'agreement between private — 
atizens. fax otberwords, there . 
are no rules. .What I may . 
consider to be antisocial ; ■ 

• behaviour - forcing me to " 
drag £150-worlh of Safewtty 
shbppingphisferee 
screaming kidsucrossa dog- . 
mnd -decorated street - may 
seem uttet^r reasonable to my 
hardworking neighbour. 

; Itjsmpredsety these 
circumriances that 

respectable lawyers (or 
journalists for that matter) 
haunt the streets at night, 
screwdriver or paint-stripper 
in hand. " 



Downright bad boys or just men in need of some guidance? Danny Baker, Chris Evans mid Paul Gascoigne take some relaxation 


How to be a real man 


without the spewing 



ccordingto the Gen- 
eral Household Sur- 
vey two of the Spice 
Girls are not getting 
And poor old 
Mel C was driven to admitting 
on television that though she felt 
broody, she hadn’t found a suit- 
able father. She answers to the 
name Scaiy, but she is attractive 
andweahhy.lfshe can’t find the 
man of her dreams, then who 
can? . . 

On average, two out of five 
single British women say that 
they are not in relationships. 
Let's assume that as in past 
generations the majority of them 
wiO seek out a Mr Right. But the 
feminist joke now goes that men 
are like public lavatories - either 
desirable but occupied or vacant 
butuseiess. Of course we could 
solve the problem by the more 
efficient use of the "occupied” - 
what captains of industry call 
“sweating the assets”. However, 

1 can’t quite see polygamy catch- 
ing on, especially not among, 
young women. Whowants to be 
on the romantic equivalent of 
the substitutes’ bench? 

. So let us turn tothe vacant but 
useless. As if by magic, the pic- 
ture of three young men dag- 
gering from a London club 
swims before our eyes. Lads’ 
kxmsDahity Baker, Qiris Evans, . 
and Paul Gascoigne were 
slashed across the tabloids tins 
week, bleaxy-eyed and blowsy 
after a nights drinking. I can see 
Scary Spice’s dilemma if this 
realty is the face of Britain’s 
young men. 

We know that girls are out- 


performing boys at school, right 

S t to university level, and that 
e gap is getting wider. 
Forecasters predict that women 
wall start to catch up in status and 
pay, even at higher levels in 
industry. With the decline of 
manufacturing, men are heading 
in the opposite direction. 
Inevitably, women will expect 
more from their partners. The 
men just aren’t up to it. 

WsD, maybe not. Let us return 
to the now notorious photo- 
graph. I will for the moment 
leave Gascoigne out of consid- 
eration; until he is deared of the 
allegations that he uses his fists 
against women as readily as he 
uses his feet on a ball. - 
he need not occupy 
our attention. Imag- 
ine instead that the 
third figure were 
Arsenal's Ian Wight, 
and you have a trio of 
bad boys - arrogant, 
mouthy, boorish and 
overpaid, the worst 
possible role models. 

Baker’s moment of 
madness gave BBC 



Trevor Phillips 


unfortunately no evidence that 
this holds true for many young 
men. These young men' may be 
bad examples. Bui they are also 
good examples. Baker is a bril- 
liant scriptwriter and gifted radio 


Inevitably, women 
will expect more 
from their partners. 
Are the men up to it? 


bosses no option bed to sack him. 
Evans’ megalomania made him 
impossible to work with. 
Wright's volatile temperament, 
which has now left him sus- 
pended for several games, 
deprived him of a regular Eng- 
land shirt- Whatever little boys 
are made of, these three and 
thousands of others like them 
have it in bucket-loads. The 
conventional wisdom is that they 
grow out of it, and that family life 
will mellow them. There is 


performer. Wright is the striker 
that England should have had 
through the past decade. Both 
are affable, intelligent, and not 
in the least bit loutish in person. 
I don't know Evans personally, 
but he is an authentic broad- 
castinggenius. All three are tal- 
ents in the arena that will help 
to drive our economy in the next 
fifty years - entertainment and 
leisure. 

The nation’s biggest earner, 
finance and business services. 


has been built by exactly the 
same sort of awkward talent. 
Snobbish talk of barrow-boys in 
the City and financial scandals 
have obscured the fact that 
deregulation blew away the dead 
hand of the upper classes and 
allowed in people without man- 
ners, but with huge rigour and 
inventiveness. 

I am not arguing tli3t we 
should ignore boorish behav- 
iour. stupidity or wrongdoing. 
Not every lout is a potential lan 
Wight. Not every yob in a BMW 
will be a George Soros. But by 
dismissing the bad hoys we may 
well be dismissing much of the 
talent we will rely on in the 
_____ future. 

It s time to pay 
some urgent atten- 
tion to our hoys. 
We can no longer 
knock off the 
rough edges by 
war or a mm in the 
colonies. But we 
need to know why 
so many of them 
3re being excluded 
from school. We 


need to find ways of being real 
men that don't involve regukir 
spewing and head-butting. And 
most of all we need to prepare 
boys to be decent husbands and 
fathers. 

As much as I resist the auto- 
matic importation of American 
solutions to British problems, 
the drive in North America for 
a serious and committed pro- 
gramme of mentoring of 
teenagers by older men is pay- 
ing dividends. It works through 


churches, the armed forces, 
through schools and voluntary 
organisations, and it is backed by 
both state and federal govern- 
ments. Perhaps it's a task for our 
next Prime Minister to lead on. 
And it is cheaper than building 
new prisons. 

Two posters are doing the 
rouuds of the billboards. One. 
for a new TV channel, features 
a presenter on the left with the 
words on the right: “You'll soon 
be going to bed with this man”. 
The other carries a picture of 
Tony Blair on the left and the 
word “Bill" on the right tit s the 
Tories' attack on Labour's 
spending plans). The gremlins 
have got into one of the poster 
sites which changes messages 
every few seconds. It is stuck and 
now informs me that HI soon be 
going to bed with the Labour 
leader. Is this what Labours 
spokeswoman for women meant 
when she said that we'd be more 
promiscuous under Mr Blair’s 
government? Maybe Scary Spice 
should think again about voting 
Ton - Tony could be tire answer 
to her prayers. 


Back to 


grammar 
school 
for the 
Tories 


W hai is the govern- 
ment's policy on 
adverbs? To judge 
from the recently unveiled cam- 
paign slogan of the Conserva- 
tive party, the smack of firm 
grammar is not a high priority. 
“You can only be sure with ihe 
Conservatives,” is their battle 
cry. but surely that “only” is in 
the wrong place. 

The correct plaiting of “only” 
has been a matter of debate for 
more than 200 years. In 1762. 
Robert Lowih wrote: “The 
Adverb, as its name imports, is 
generally placed close or near to 
the word, which it modifies or 
affects, and its propriety and 
force depend on its position." 
He then contrasts the two sen- 
tences: T only spake three 
words" and “I spake only three 
words'*. Fowler, writing in 1926, 
is particularly impatient when 
quoting one pedant who insisted 
on putting “only” next to the 
word it qualifies: “There speaks 
one of those friends from whom 
tlte English language may well 
pray to be saved, "one of the 
modem precisians who have 
more zeal than discretion, and 
wish to restrain liberty as such. 
regardless of whether it is harm- 
fully or harmlessly exercised 
Fowler generally advises us to 
pul “only" wherever we like, as 
long as we avoid confusion. 

In the Longman Guide to 
English Usage. however 
( Penguin. J 996). Sidney Grcen- 
haum and Janet WhitcuL who 
are generally on the liberal side 
of grammatiral pedantry, advise: 
“In formal writing, ‘only* should 
come next to the word it quali- 
fies.” Consider, therefore, the 
different meanings of “Only 
John unveiled the slogan" 
(nobody else did): “John only 
unveiled the slogan” (he can’t be 
held responsible for writing it); 
and “John unveiled only the slo- 
gan" (not the entire manifesto). 

The question about only 
being safe with the Conserva- 
tives. therefore, comes down to 
two points: is it a formal, or 
informal statement: and is it 
sufficiently ambiguous to cause 
contusion? 

When they say: “You're only 
safe with the Conservatives" do 
they mean you're not safe with 
anyone else? If this is what they 
mean, is there any chance that 
anmne encountering the phrase 
might take it lit crafty to mean 
that you're only safe with the 
Conservatives? You're not well- 
off. you're not healthy, you're 
not educated with the Conser- 
vatives. but you are safe. If there 
is even a small chance that any 
voter could believe that then 
they really ought to have put 
“only" in ihe right place. 


William Hartston 


A battle for control of women’s bodies 
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L ast week a judge threw om the 
case of Ms S, The woman who 
was compulsorily “sectioned” 
under the Mental HeaftnAa and then 
had a court-enforced Caraarcan. He 
dismisse d it on a teciuncality. She 
should have started the action within 
three months of the hhtiL In fact, she 
failed to do feis.because^ after reject- 
. lag her baby at first, she bad had id- 
fight social services for eostocty. 

Women often do. not know that 
feqy must act quickly if they want to 

sac a hospital trusty and bave.to eohr 
sider the pros and cons wh3e in the 
hazy, exhausting and emoti onally 
topsy-turvy first I 2 weeksofmother- 
bood,-whem those who have been 
traumatised by- labour may have con- 
flicting feelings about their babies, 
replay afeat was done to them over 
aim oyer again in their minds, and-find 
it impbra£ic to make decisions, V. ■ 

£ Incredibly, the judge did not seem 
• to see to detain in a psycnrattic. 
hospital a/woman who wants a home 
birth, and then perform a congubooty 

. Caerarem section on her, 

matter erf pubBc interest If he bad, ne 
might have decided that the import- 
ant issues raised when a woman is 
operated on against her wdl s&oaid 
• outweigh, fate application- Ms 5 wni 
appeal, ofeoutse, and’thfifc are. st 
otbcrxases in ihe pipeline- - 

‘ The Caesarean section taie. was w 
percent m the early Eight^mEng- 
land,; aod 15 percent in No 

.. one yetknews what it was US ye^r-. 

I' Fw obsteiricrans ^ 

because they want to b® . 0*0 to get to 

the golf course. There ane 
however, whoare act prepaiwHpwwt 



Sheila Kitzinger 

Hi-tech 

procedures 


have led to a 


rise in 
Caesareans. 

Sheila 

Kitzinger 


and more 
sense 


-for a baby to-be bom and who lay 
down strict time limits. They turn birth 
into a race to the finishing-post, with 
operative delivery the penalty when 
labour does not meet their norm. 
Women are grateful tbauheir babies 
have been “saved” by a Caesarean, 
not realising that the way labour was 
“managed*’, starting with induction, 
followed by interventions that screwed 
up the normal physiology of labour, 
resulted in a need for Caesarean sec- 
tion when the cervix did not dilate. 

Epidurals, especially if given before 
5cm dilatation, double the Caesarean 
rate. But the main culprit is electronic 
foetal monitoring. That can increase 
the chance of Caesarean section by an 
astonishing 160 per cent. A cosity 
technology that has become routine in 
most hospitals, without any evidence 
that it makes birth safer, leads to 
cosily surgery. 

■r Obstetricians often say that the rise 
in Caesareans is due to the threat of 
litigation. If something bad happens 
to a baby, it is safer to show that you 
did something rather than nothing, 
and getting the knife out is an obvi- 
ous way to demonstrate concern. 

But a major reason why the Cae- 
sarean rate is shooting up is that 
obstetricians have become deskill ed. 
OJder ones know how to deliver a 
breech baby vagtoalty- Midwives in 
traditional cultures massage and coax 
babies into more favourable peti- 
tions through the mother's abdominal 
wall. Younger obstetricians are not 
experienced enough to do this, and 
dunk it is not worth fee bother. Yet 
tix randomised, controlled trials have 
shown that-two out of three babies can 


be turned, and will stay head down. 
This halves the rate of Caesareans. 

Even if a baby stays in the breech 
position there is no evidence that a 
Caesarean is safer, and around half of 
aft mothers of breecb babies can give 
birth vaginal ly if they have the chance. 
Two randomised trials have shown 
that breech babies do not benefit from 
Caesarean section, and their mothers 
are much more likely to suffer pelvic 
infection. 

Some Caesareans are life-saving. 
Others aren’t, but ihe decision is 
often imposed on the mother. She 
feels relief, and only later questions 
whether it was necessary. Many 
women become distressed a couple of 
months after an emergency Caesar- 
ean, feel cheated, lose self-esteem and 
suffer flashbacks and panic attacks. 

Not a week passes but 1 listen to 
women's accounts of horrendous 
experiences of obstetric management. 
They describe being made to lie on 
their backs for hours harpooned to 
electronic machines, intravenous drips 
and catheters, often being subjected 
to failed forceps and ending up with 
an emergency Caesarean section. It is 
reasonable for women who have been 


through an experience like that to pre- 


fer an operation under controlled 
conditions with guaranteed pain relief 
Modern obstetric management has 
made the birth room a torture cham- 
ber, and offers release from it with 
elective Caesarean section. 

But it is not only deeply traumatised 
women who opt for Caesareans. Mast 


i opt! 

women, if told an obstetrician that 
a Caesarean is best 


for the baby, go 
along wife professional advice. Obs- 


tetricians see operative delivery as a 
quick-/lv solution to ever-widening 
problems. 

An obstetrician once snapped ai me 
that he couldn't stand buck seal 
drivers. He meant women who bad 
ideas about what they wanted in 
childbirth. He had to be in control of 
that wayward womb, that feckless 
woman who puts the foetus at risk. 
He. and only he. must manage the 
potentially pathological process of 
labour and delivery. Many obstetri- 
cians think like this, though they may 
be willing to make concessions, and. 
like Nick Fisk, an obstetrician at 
Queen Charlotte's, where one woman 
in four has a Caesarean, spend time 
talking to women - though they find 
it more difficult to listen to them. Pro- 
fessor Fisk claims that there is 
“increasing maternal input into child- 
birth". It is not clear what he means 
by this. Women have always had a lot 
of “maternal input". Doctors could 
not produce babies without them. The 
debate about Caesarean section is 
about control over territory. And the 
disputed territory is a woman's body 
in pregnancy and childbirth. 

Women seek Caesareans not just 
because they can't face pain, or want 
to keep their vaginas “honeymoon 
fresh" (one way Caesareans have 
been promoted in the US) but 
because they hope they can maintain 
some control over what is done to 
them. When they describe horrific 
birth experiences we should listen to 
them, give accurate information, and. 
1 believe, support them in getting an 
elective Caesarean with the next birth 
if that is what they want. 
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V. S. Pritchett: i am a writer who takes short breaths’ 


For surprisingly many years 
V S. Pritchett (Sir Victor Pritch- 
ett) was the best short-story 
writer and, equally, the best im- 
pressionistic literary critic in 
Britain. He was also the author 
of a very distinguished travel- 
book, The Spanish Temper 
(1954), five estimable novels, and 
a memorable two-wlume auto- 
biography (/t Cab ai the Door, 
1968; and Midnight Oil, 1971). 
But the fact that his reputation 
was always high and suffered no 
great fluctuations tended to 
obscure the real distinction and 
importance of his achievement 

As a short-story writer Pritch- 
ett attached a very hi g h value to 
the “ordinary”. He was occa- 
sionally said to cherish ec- 
centrics, but this was a mistake, 
as he himself remarked. He was 
not interested in prodigies and 
monsters and was not driven by 
obsession, or at least on the 
scale of a Balzac or Dickens. 
What interested him was ordi- 
nary people, that is to say 
unique people, and the tempo- 
rary or momentary relation- 
ships and bizarre conjunctures 
into which life has a way of 
thrusting them. 

His characters tend to be peo- 
ple who have been knocked 
about by life and bear the 
record of it in their body and 
features - people who, more- 
over, dutch at some favourite 
and pathetic life-myth, just to 
hold themselves together. His 
tone is rueful, and m A Cab at 
the Door he throws out the re- 
mark: “I think most of my sto- 
ries have been laments.*’ This is 
not quite how they strike the 
reader, however. For, we find, 
the strange relationships and 
conjunctures in his stories, 
come complete with “rules”; 
they are very far from mean- 
ingless and, as likely as not, gen- 


erate a curious, unprepared- for 
glory and beauty of feeling. 

A story of bis was often 
sparked by some casual or ba- 
nal everyday phrase, as in “You 
Make Your Own Life'*, or a 
queer and unguarded one, as in 
“Many Are Disappointed" - 
accidents of ordinary speech 
seized on in much the same spir- 
it as the aeddents and collisions 
of providence. It is a trait which 
Pritchett shares with Heming- 
way, and he acknowledged a 
debt to the early Hemingway. 

His literary journalism was, 
in a way, a product of the Sec- 
ond Wodd War. There was a 
shortage of new books, and 
thus week by week, in the New 
Statesman, Pritchett would pro- 
duce a “middle” on some dead 
or classic writer. The choice of 
topic, very likely, would come 
from the literary editor, Ray- 
mond Mortimer; and at all 
events the whole inspiration 
and challenge lay in coining to 
an author fresh, perhaps in 
almost complete ignorance. 

A neat biographical tie-up 
suggests itself here. For the 
continual refrain of the young 
culture-hungry and culture- 
fearing Pritchett, as depicted in 
A Cab at the Door . was the 
groan: “Oh, not another 
writer!" and “I shall never catch 
and these weekly New 


Z 


talesman essays represented a 
most cheerful and triumphant 
“catching-up", and indeed 
going-beyond. Pritchett was al- 
ways proud to regard himself as 
a man of letters and as one who 
came “at the tail-end of a long 
and once esteemed tradition in 
English and American writ- 
ing", that of the metropolitan 
and non-academic writer for the 
“common reader". It seemed to 
him a blessing that he escaped 
university, and this was no de- 


fensive posture: he genuinely, 
distrustedwhat went on in uni- 
versity literature departments 
and remarked iaA Man of Let- 
ters (1986): “Even now, J am 
shocked to. hear that.literattne : 
is •taught’.” ■ P . 

There is a loose pattern to 
Pritchett’s literaiy essays. Tfao 
thousand words just give dine 
to make a quick tour round a- 
classic author, but by no means 
too much time: hence there will 
be much dependence on epK 
thets-“ the gorgeous, garrulous 
Huck", or “Her [Edith Whar- 
ton’s] prose has a presentable, 
cold pomp”. Much use, too, will 
be made of the suggestive para- 
dox, which floats unasked into ' 
Pritchett’s mind in the act of 
writing: for instance, “Kipling is 
. our first American writer.” 

Usually there is a sober and 
informative fee ling-of- the- way , 
and then at certain happy point - 
the prose Lakes wing: it mounts 
in a flurry of opportunistic ver- 
bal conceits, a kmd be made pe- 
culiarly his own. For instance, 
speaking of Ford Madox Ford: 

except in his two best books, be had 
so. many ideas that he was exhaust-. 

ed by the time he got to the page. He 
had not the breach. He creates the. 
spell of someone always on' the 
move; the pen Itself was expatriate. 

In an un effortful way, again, 
he could he memorably witty. 
One remembers his engaging 
comment on George Eliot:. 
Here is a mind that has grown by . 
making judgements as Mr Glad- 
stone’s bead was said to have grown 
by making speeches. 

He laboured over his stories, 
burning much midnight oil, and 
threw off his literaiy essays 
with ease; nevertheless these 
two sides to his writing have 
many affinities - among them, 
of course, his own belief that “I 
am a writer who takes short 


= births 7 . The- literaiy .’essays 
represent a kind of innocent 
‘ promiscuity,. a senes of .casual 
relationships entered info’wifo.’ 
zest and terminated with . too 
much regret or backward look. 
As a critic, and equally as a tale- 
teller, be is .absolute^ not; a 
geueralser and shows .utile <3e- 
1 sire fora phtiosophy.crf life or 
tfieory of literature. _ ' 

The important thing , for him,, 
was not to get sfale, and he nev- 
- er.did get stale, being kept-go-’ 

mg .by. a certain toughness and - 

euphoria and by sheer delight- 
ed curios ty.Hia life, though, not 
in the least an ivoryipwer Affeir, 
was, unlike Hemingway’s, lived 
in perfect harmonywith books. 

On’ this his . Own comment 
may taken as just. “I have always 
thought of myself - and there- 
fore Of mysubjeds - as being ‘in . 

' life’, indeed, books have always 
seemed to me a formoflife^and 
not a distraction from it.” . 

EN.Fnrbank 

lb have been horn over' a 
toyshop in Ipswichseemsan apr 
propria te entry for Victor 
Pritchett, who rminedfarnear- 
ly a century a cfukTsfr^h veocm 
and capacity , for enjoyment, , 
writes Lettke Cooper; 

A young man wprkmgin the 
leather trade towinefa hjSrfether 
had consigned - him at 15, he 
wanted to go arid -earn His liv- 
ing in Paris “because it would 
be different” “How different?” 
“Well, in France a street would 
be called a rue.” There ply was 
typical of someone who from 
the age of 10 had been preoc- 
cupied with' words,; a nappy 
preoccupation which was to 
last him all his 1 life. 

Victor Pritchett .waS a very 
distinguished author who re- 
mained modest,andwho, per- 
haps because of this, fully 


ed and much-loved wife, Dor- 

othy, tells ,* : *iocy otyhi s 
knightho od. The letter offering 
it to him arrived When he was 
awav from home, and she was 
. j.. ... < -«■ — --rthat 



j « v: , — on 

tns renimwOTldbetoget focfofoj 
shirt outofhfe cupbofodjShehkl- 

the official-. letter : among his. 
shirts Writing below she heard- 
bis shout of joy asheran down- . 
stairs to share his newswitii her. 

As a. chM /Pritchett a»ent. 
many holidays with 

especLlfym Spain, ;^^ch he 
.always had. a strong feeling. “It 
was a country dial made a per- 
sonofyou.* r Lateiu fife he loved 
the Cornish- cliffs; he relishjed 
any place from which lie could 
watch die indvemrafs of the sea,' 
as foam the window of his study 

oa the fourth floor intheii: tall. 
late-Nash house in Regent's 
Park -Teriace be -watched the 
movements of the douda' ■ 

•' -Even infos late" eighties "he 
used to climb the stairs every 
.morning at 9am to- this eyrie,- 
wis hing that he did not heed at 
his age to go-oh- writing for his. : 
living. But once hebad reached - 
'his deski and- filled the small 
pipe he always Caoried , in his 
pocket, aU regrets yanished. 
and hewas surprised when - 
Dorothy called him down to;, 
lunch at one o’dock. ;. ‘ 

■She had spent tbe-mdniing; 
answering the telephone for - 
him, typing his manuscripts, 
on which, to his regret -and T 
here, bis handwriting grew 
smaller, and more difficult. to. 
read with every Week of his life, 
but tbey enjoyed laughing over 
the mistakes together- He al- 
ways enjoyed laughter. He 
wrote once that it seemed to - 


him like “the sexual act whfch 
« perhaps the laughter of two 

ba&s-.taoghtor.hethoi^ht, 

wakes upthe mind, and! nave, 
seen him in a few .minutes’ 
g m uring speed* shake -a dull 

meeting into active life. ; 

He belonged to no organised 
refigion. He was not acutetyin- 
wrested in politics; he did not 
want to write atom theqLjie 
Had a private myth, about fron- • 
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Trai/et. Romance was to cross a 
border but u frontfeE became 
for Pritchett something more . 
unconscious, and though If . 
talked to toe about it I was not 
sure that I understood aU that 
-it meant to him. He was glad 
thal he lived in a kind of fron- 
tier, the beautiful, houses in 
Regent's Park Teitace, and the 
peoplewho lived in them befog, 
ofoy just round the. corner 
from the crowded, bustling 
streets " of . : Camden where 
Pritchett often went in the af- 
ternoons 'to do- some of the 
household shopping. : • 

_ Here he sometimes- saw a 
face or heard a scrap of con- 
versation Which turned caitto.be .. 
the- germ of a short story. Whs 
the frontier the passage from 
. the surface to the equally tree 
but. far richer world, of hjf 
creative imagination? 

Victor Sdwdon Pritchett, writer 
mid attic: bom (orwic/r J6-De- 
cember 1900: FRSL1959; CBE 
1968; President, International 
PEN 1974-76: Kt 1975: President, 
Society cf Authors 1977-97; CUt 
. 1988: CH 1993; married 1936 
Dorothy Roberts ( one son, one 
daughter); died London 21 
March 1997. 

* Letdce Cooper died 24. July 
-1994 : -, 


The Rev W. Awdry 


The name of the Rev W. Awdry 
will go down in history as that 
of ‘the Thomas the Tank Engine 
Man". It cannot be otherwise, 
since he is the crealorof the pan- 
theon of steam-driven child- 
hood gods which run the rails of 
that enchanting railway system 
on the fictional Island of Sodor. 

The testament is clear in the 
form of a literary, publishing, 
merchandising and financial 
phenomenon: 26 small books of 
stories which have sold some 5U 
million copies, in varying shapes 
and sizes and in a dozen diP 
ferem languages, spawning 
videos, toys, games, clothes and 
a hugely "successful film series 
made for television. 

When this Church of Eng- 
land clergyman began to achieve 
fame as a children's writer, the 
press dubbed him “the Puff Puff 
Parson". Although far too re- 
served to complain, he disliked 
the nickname because it seemed 
lo denigrate both his vncaiion 
as a priest and his passion for 
railways. These were the two 
lines of life that ran. straighter 
than most railway tracks, 
through his $5 years and which 
were laid down in his childhood 
as the son of a vicar with a 
passion for steam engines. 

The Rev Vere Awdry had 
built a model railway layout in 
his Hampshire vicarage gar- 
den. in Ampfield. and the young 
Wilbert Awdry (whose unusu- 
al first name combined those of 
his father’s favourite brothers, 
William and Herbert) soon be- 
came "Superintendent of the 
Line". On walks around the 
parish with his father he met and 
talked with local railwaymen. 
Long before he could read. 
Wilbert would sit paring over the 
pictures in his father’s bound 
copies of the Railway Magazine. 

Following the birth of his 
brother. George (who was to 
play a significant role in the "dis- 
covery" of Sndor). the Awdry 
family moved to Box. in Wilt- 
shire. As Wilbert lay in bed. as 
a child, listening to the trains 
running on the nearby Great 
Western Railway line from 
Paddington m Bristol, die seeds 
of the Railway Series were sown. 
"There was no doubL” he told 
me i >nce. "that steam engines all 
had definite personalities. Lit- 
tle imagination was needed to 
hear, in the puffings and pant- 
ing*. the conversation they were 
having with one another." 

Wilbert and George were the 
children of their father's lure 
vean* (he had already been twice 
married and bereaved and had 
another son who had fallen in 


the retreat from Mons); and 
Vere Awdtv’s death, ai the age 
of 74, left his wife - some 25 
years his junior - in financially 
straitened circumstances. How- 
ever. the sons maintained their 
devotion to all things connect- 
ed with railways and. in Wilbert's 
case, his love and respect for his 
father undoubtedly led him 
towards a career in the Church. 

After being educated at 
Dauntsey s School in Wiltshire, 
Wilbert went to .St Peter's Hall 
(now St Peter's College), Ox- 
ford, then recently founded as 
an educational establishment - 
based on the beliefs of the 
Evangelical wing of the Church 
of England - for the education 
of sons of low-income families. 

Wilbert's academic achieve- 
ments were modest: when he 
gained bis BA it was, he said, 
“only a Third Class - but a bril- 
liant Third Cass, a ‘Gamma 
double plus’ ", After studying 
Theology at Wycliffe HaiL Ox- 
ford. but before proceeding to 
ordination, he spent three years 
as a teacher at St George's 
School in Jerusalem. It brought 
the lands of the Bible vividly 
alive for him: he also met Mar- 
garet Wale, a teacher at the 
English High School in Haifa, 
lo whom he became engaged 
and. later, married. 

Ordained deacon at Win- 
chester Cathedral in 1936, Wil- 
bert Awdry became a curate 
first at Odiham in Hampshire, 
then at West Lavington in Wilt- 
shire. as assistant to an auto- 
cratic clergyman who had once 
been his school chaplain. Dif- 
ficulties arose in 1939, when - 
with war in Europe an in- 
evitability - Awdry declared 
himself a pacifist. His stand was 
typical of a determination 
(some might say stubbornness) 
and quiet courage that marked 
his character. Asked to leave the 
parish, he was on the point of 
giving up his work as a priest 
when the pacifist Bishop of 
Birmingham appointed him lo 
a curacy at King's Norton. 

It was in Birmingham, in 
1942. that an event took place 
with a significance no one could 
have foreseen. The Awdrys' 
first child, Christopher. w : as 
confined to bed with measles. 
Awdry amused his son with a 
story about a little old engine 
who was sad because he had not 
been out for a long lime. When 
Christopher asked what the en- 
gine's name was, his father 
replied - seizing on die first name 
that came to mind - that it was 
Edward. In this way. by question 
and answer, he invented a 


Cinderella-type story which he 
entitled “Edward’s Day Out". 

The story was told over and 
over again and eventually writ- 
ten down and illustrated with 
simple line-drawings of railway 
engines with faces drawn on the 
front of their smoke-boxes. How- 
ever, the adventures of Edward 
migh t have remained nothing 
more than a family entertain- 
ment had Margaret Awdry not 
chivvied her husband into 
offering them for publication. 

In 1945. after being turned 
down by several notable pub- 
lishers, the book was accepted 
by Edmund Ward and appeared 
as The Three Railway Engines. 
The format, which was to re- 
main the same for aQ the books 
in the series, was crucial to its 
success: a small, oblong, essen- 
tially child-sized volume con- 
taining an engaging story, 
simply told, with colourful (but 
not very sophisticated) pictures 
by an unacknowledged artist 
named William Middleton. 

A second volume was quick- 
ly commissioned and Wilbert 
Awdry ’s most famous engine 
character made a cheeky debut 
in Thomas the Tank Engine. This 
time the illustrations, also un- 
credited, were by Reginald 
Payne, who established the pal- 
ette of vivid blues, reds, greens 
and yellows that were to play 
such a vital pan in the visual 



Thomas the Tank Engine: Awdry’s 
first book was published in 1945 

appeal of the Railway Series. 

In 1946. Awdry was given his 
first parish at Elsworth and 
Knapweli. near Cambridge, 
where he stayed for seven years 
before moving to Emneth, near 
Wisbech. In 1965. he retired (or, 
as he put it. “went into private 
practice") and moved to a sen- 
sible red-bride house in Stroud. 
Gloucestershire, where his study 
- an agreeable jumble of railway 
books, maps and timetables - 
was denoted by a “STATION 
MASTER" sign on the door. 


During these years, Awdry 
continued writing books for 
children and, from James the 
Red Engine in 1948, published 
a new Railway Series title each 
year until his last, in 1972, 
Tramway Engines. With the 
success of these books, it has 
now become fashionable to 
sneer at Awdiy’s literary style 
but, at its best, it was - like the 
prose of Beatrix Potter - tight- 
ly structured and economically 
written while, at the same time, 
employing satisfyingly repetit- 
ive rhythms and an of fen 
challenging vocabulary. 

The stories featured the al- 
ready established engines- imp- 
ish Thomas, industrious Edward, 
argumentative Henry and proud 
and pompous Gordon - as well 
as introducing new characters in 
such volumes as Toby the Tram 
Engine (1952), ffrey the Small 
Engine (1956) and Duck A the 
Diesel Engine (1958). 

The books harnessed Awdry s 
knowledge and love of railway 
engineering and history and 
had to be “true-to-Iife": al- 
though the fictional engines 
had human personalities and 
voices, their activities always 
followed the rules of the railroad 
and virtually all the exploits de- 
scribed were based on something 
that had happened, somewhere 
at some time, to a real railway 
engine. Those adventures - 
mostly mishaps - included com- 
mon derailments as well as 
more surprising disasters such as 
an engine running off the end of 
a jetty into a harbour or an un- 
expected disappearance down a 
disused mine. As often as not. 
however, these crises were 
brought about by the arrogance, 
stubbornness, jealousy or 
ambition of the engine involved. 

The morality of the stories 
was clear and Christian; mis- 
behaviour led to suffering and 
retribution; however, provided 
the culprit showed repentance, 
restoration always followed. 
“The important thing," Awdry 
said, “is that the engines are 
punished and forgiven - but 
never scrapped." 

The analogies between the 
Christian faith and the ways of 
the railway are obvious: the en- 
gines are meant to follow the 
straight and narrow wav and pay 
the price if they go offihe rails. 
No wonder Awdry enjoyed 
drawing the parallels between 
railways and the Church: “Both 
had Ihetr heyday in the mid-19th 
century: both own a great deal 
of Gothic-style architecture 
which is expensive to main- 
tain; both are regularly assailed 


by critics; and both are firmly 
convinced that they are the 
best means of ge tting man to his 
ultimate destination.” 

. Despite the morality which 
prevails in their universe, 
Thomas and his cronies have 
nevertheless fallen foul of var- 
ious establishment figures: 
banned from some public li- 
braries either for being poor lit- 
erature or, worse, for being 
. politically mcocrect with mind- 
fessfeibaJe cforfoges chattering 
along in the wake of their en- 
gine lords .andiqqster?. -Such 
■ prejudices fan’ deep -and last 
long, despite the fact that Awdry 
later introduced two female en- 
gines named Daisy and Mavis. 

It was with James the Red 
Engine that he began a tem- 
pestuous, but highly creative, 
collaboration with the illustra- 
tor G Reginald Dalby who - de- 
spite a wilful disregard for . 
railway accuracy and authen- 
ticity- helped set the style of the. 
Railway Series with his an- 
thropomorphic engines looking 
so believably impish, guilty, 
happy, sad, smug or stuck-up as 
they chuffed through idealised 
rural settings captured with a 
gem-like brilliance. 

Dalby also re-illustrated the 
unsatisfactory fust volume and 
went on to produce several 
more bools before handing 
over to John Kenney who, in 
turn, was succeeded by Peter 
and Gunvor Edwards. Each 
artist bad a different approach, 
but each complimented the 
strong authorial voice found in 
the books and helped maintain 
the popularity of the series. 

With his brother, George, 
Wilbert invented the setting for 
the stories, the Island of Sodor, 
situated between the British 
mainland and the Isle of Man. 
They made maps and wrote a de- 
tailed history of the island, its 
people and railway engines, 
which helped shape many of the 
events described in later volumes. 

Wilbert also pursued his oth- 
er railway interests: building am- 
bitious model railway layouts in 
each of his homes, taking rail- 
way excursions at home and 
abroad with his brother or his 
friend “Teddy" Boston (the Fat 
Oengyman of the Railway Se- 
ries) and becoming involved 
with the work of various railway 
preservation societies, such as 
the Talyliyn Railway in Wales, 
which was to inspire the Skar- 
loey Railway on the Island of 
Sodor, featured in such books 

The Little OldE (19^9). 

Another preserved railway 



Awdry: the ‘Puff Puff Parson’ 

was to honour Awdry when, in 
1987, the Dean Forest Railway 
named one of its engines Wil- 
bert. On an icy winter’s morn- 
ing on which it was announced 
that WObert Awdry had been 
honoured in the. 1996 New 
Year's Honours List,! travelled 
on the footplate of Wilbert and 
was able to report to its name- 
sake that the Pbrest railwaymen 
had proudly added “OBE” in 
chalk to the nameplate. 

In addition to the Railway-. 
Series, Awdry wrote two chil- 
dren's novels about the adven- 
tures of Belinda the Beetle, a 1 
little red, three-wheeled - car, 
which failed to achieve the pop- 
ularity of his railway-engine sto- 
ries. He also co-edited and 
contributed to .several adult 
books about railways. - 
In J 983, 11 years after Awdry 
wrote his last Jtailway Series ti- 
tle, his son Christopher (once 
foe little boy for whom the orig- 
inal stories were told) wrote Re- 
ally Useful Engines, the "feral of, • 
to date. 13 further books about 
the engines of Sodor. The fol- 
lowing year saw the premiere of 
the popular television series 
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Thomas die Tank Engine and 
Friends, narrated by Rmgo Starr. 

This revival of interest in 
Thomas catapulted the shy 
Wilbert Awdry reluctantly into 
foe limelight: journalists sought 
him out andpesteredliimwith, 
questions about the writing of 
the books; and how much mon- - 
ey they had earned" him. Spec- 
ulation about the reasons for.fais 
modest life were not satisfied ' 


that lie had received oniy^rid^T 
trve'Iy-small royalties. TTraf hev 

which the yrotJd rater, suafess'. 
was smmngfy beyondthecom-/ 
prehen sifot);Of most ; people ’ 
outside his family aadiriends. 
:Margareti Awdiy died, in 

. 1989 ?. the .y*far„ata she and . 

WUbe rt .ee 1 ebraied their gold- 
en wedding anpiyersaiy, Hfe 
own heaforb^gaito decline and 
osteoporosis gave him increas-' 
mg. discomfort. In consequence ' 
hewas unable to enjoy many of 
the celebrations in 1,995,' the 
year whiefemaritod tbe50than- . 
mversary .of the publication of 
The TTutefiaSwqy Engines. An 


exhibition was staged at tfaeNa- 
tional Railway Museum in York 
and a mamline. engjn&- ironi- 
cally ah InterCity. 125 -running 
on the. East Coast line between 
London fold Glasgow* was 
named ThcJteyerendW. A wdry. 

; I asket} Awdiy once how he ' 
hogeffio be remembered. He, 
jpuzxedqn one of his beloved ol©L» 
pipes and reph'edr 'T should like ? 
my epitaph to say, ’He helped 
rpeopfe $tee God in the ordinary 
■thfogs of life,'. and, he made 
■children laugh.’”;- • .. 


Brikir Sibley 


.Wilbert fire Awdry. priest and. 
wrilerz bem Ampfield. Hamp- 
shire ISJurut. 191 1; ordained dtu- 
con 1936, ‘priest 1937; curate, 
Odiham ' r Hampshire 1936-38 
. ifetLfflJfogw* WHishae 1938*10, 
Ktr^sNanm,Birminghaml940- 
4^Jk^,^Elsw^wiaiKnap- 
wlL. Cambridgeshire 1946-53; 


-sftiK--2&5Q$3;- Vkari-Emrieth, 
Wisbech, Cambridgeshire 1953 ■. 
65; OBE,1996: married 1938 
Mai^xret Wale (died 1 989; one 
son, tMHtou&iters);died Stroud. 
Gloucestershire!! March 1997. 



BIRTHS 

THOROIGJIGOOD: On 15 NLwch. Al 
illL- Honl.ind Huspiul. to Avjlvn 
tn«.- WfirfccM and John, a son. 
i'inathjn AuMin William. 

DEATHS 

U.I.EN:On 15 .March in his Umh >car. 
Jrisenh Sunluv. ol‘ Ovin“hain. 
NoruiurnKTUmd! Ajchiwa anJ town 
;uid u iuntr> pLr-ncr. Professor Eincr- 
iiu> of the University of N’cwuisllc 
ur».in Tyne. Widcm-vr of Man Aubrey 
Push and Bvuhn Meryl Units, dear 
father ol Elizabeth Jane and Aubrey 
Haul and a loved Grandfather lo tus 
nine grandchildren. Funeral service 
.it St Mary’s Church. Ovin^ham on 
Wednesday 2n March j! 11 3(1 fol- 
fcnse'd by eremottnn at Newcastle 
Crematorium at I2,.’l>pm. Family 
flowers only. Donations in lieu if 
de-Mrvd In Amnevr. International. 


FI GO ESS; Sir John. KBE CMC. peace ■ 
fully on 20 March at the John Rad- 
diffc Hospital. Oxford, aged $7. 
Dearly hived, husband of Alette, fa- 
ther of Sandra and Mickey , grand fa- 
(her of Alex, Nina and Charlie. 
Private funeral. No memorial service 
as wished. Family flowers only. Any 
donations to The" Children's Society. 
Edward Rudolph House, Margery 
Street. London WC1X OJL. 

BTLL: Robert on IS March 1997. ased 
f*a. peacefully at home after a long 
fight with cancer and heart disease. 
Much loved husband to Margaret and 
dear lather to Jane. Macnic and 
Douelas. Funeral ICW5am rnursdav 
T7 March IW7 Warfield Church', 
Bracknell. Berkshire. No flowers 
please. Donation'; ro Imperial Can- 
cer Research Fund/British Heart 
Foundation. 

MILLER; Gore, much-loved wife and 
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friend to Douglas, dearlv loved moth- 
er of Keith, Iain and Karen, and lo 
Then ue and Emily, and grandmoth- 
er lo Lauren, died suddenly but 
peacefully in her sleep on 18 March. 
Funeral service at Randalls Park 
Crematorium. Leathcrhead at 2pcj 27 
March. Enmiines and flowers to 
Walter G. WortL telephone 01952 
8431*3. 

For Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 
2012 or tax 0171-293 2010. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr L.F. Earle 
and Miss M. G Arnold 
Uk engagement is announced be- 
tween Laurence, son of Mr and Mrs 
Robert Earle, of London, and Maria, 
daughter of Mrs Liza Arnold, of Lon- 
don, and Mr Robert Arnold, of Ly- 
ford Cay. Bahamas. 

Mr T. M. Sutton 
and MissJ-fLOklde 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Martin, younger son of the late 
Dr LE. Stjrion FRS and Mrs fLA. 
Sutton, of Headington, Oxford, and 
Jo, daughter of Mr and Mrs WS. 
Dickie, of Swindon, Wiltshire. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Lord Alport, Deputy Speak- 
er, House of Lords, 35: Mr George 
Benson, singer and jazz guitarist. 54; 
Miss Sheila Cameron QC VJear- 
General of the Province of Canter- 
bury, 63; Mr Brian Hanraban, 
broadcaster, 48; The Mery Rev Law- 
rence Jackson. Provost Emeritus of 
Blackburn. 7] ; Dr Hony Kay, former 

Vice-Chancellor. Exeter University, 
78; Lord Lloyd-Webber, composer, 
49; M Marcel Murccau, mime artist, 
74; Mr Charles Pick, former manag- 
ing director. Heincmann, 80; Sir 
Lvnden PindJing, farmer prime min, 
isrer of Ihe Bahamas. 67; Mr Paul 
Rogers, aeior. SO; Mr Paul Schncke- 
mohie. show-jumper. 52; Mr WflUaiq 
Shatnw, actor. 66; Mr Stephen Sond- 


heim. composer and lyricist, 67; Pro- 
fessor Sir Colin Speddrng, rharnn nw 

UK Register or Organic Food Stan- 
dards Board. 72; Lord Stok^Tarmer * 
president. British Leykmd, 83; Mr 
Leslie Thomas, author, 66; Admiral 
Sir Richard Thomas, former Black 
Rod and Sajeani-at^nn* House of 
Lords, 65; ProfessreSfr Arnold Tlira- ' 
berg, President. Royal Cbiiw Q f 
Physicians. 63; Pfofcssor David Wit-' 
wm, director, University of Brighton, 
4S. 

TOMORROW: Professor Hairy 
Allen, Emeritus Professor of Amer-- . 
wan Studies. University of East Arh 
■‘■ a, SO; Mr Mike Atherton, cricketer, 
29. Sir Roger Bannister, fonner Mas- 
ter of Pem broke College. Oxford, 68; 
Mr Alan Bfeosdale, pfcwfo0H,5I; Mr 


■ C^EEtwBdfojComposec, 77;MrG6-’ 
oSrey Uifton-Brown JWP, 44 ; Mr 


Professor Patncfc Dowling,. Vice- 
Cfonceflor, Surrey Unworrity, 5 S; Mr 
Professor Kninethr- Gregory, 9fer-: 

'Sir tfcwid' McKee, fotmer Cn mmk! ' 
aoner, theMajtsxslhan.PoBcei^l;'. 
Mr Michael Manser, aidritew. Mr 
Andrew 

WniKx Alfred Morris 
ME 69; Mr Michael Nyman, com- 

nrtft-r St- Gr jr'. j - , ... 
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SFO triumphs as Mi 



Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


The Serious Fraud Office gained 
an unprecedented victory yes- 
terday. securing custodial sen- 
tences in the court of appcaJ for 
a pair of convicted fraudsters who 
two years ago had escaped with 
"Loo lenient" Ones and commu- 
nity service for their part in an 
illegal share support conspiracy. 

It will be the second spell in 
jail in under two years for 
Michael Ward, former chief 


executive of Dublin-quoted 
European Leisure, the compa- 
ny whose shares he conspired to 
ramp during a successful bid for 
rival Midsummer Leisure in 
1991. He was jailed in Septem- 
ber 1995 for one year on a re- 
lated charge of mating false and 
misleading statements during 
the SFO's investigation of the 
share support operation. 

Michael Whrd, 49. the former 
Morgan Grenfell and Warburgs 
banker who lives in Mayfair's 
plush Chester Square, was sen- 


tenced yesterday to two years in 
jail while his 'former deputy 
chairman, Jeremy Howarth, 
received a 20-month sentence. 

Two years ago the two es- 
caped with fines of £63,000 
and £151,000 respectively and 
220 horns of co mmunit y service. 
A third co-defendant, George 
Hendry, who received a condi- 
tional discharge in 1995, was 
given a 12-month sentence, 
suspended for two years, on the 
grounds of ill-healLh. 

The original fraud revolved 


around Mr Wud's attempts 
artificially to inflate the value of 
European Leisure's shares to 
ensure the success of a bid for 
Midsummer Leisure. In its case, 
the SFO painted a picture of an 
elaborate share-support scheme 
which involved a Jersey taxi- 
driver, a Scottish contracting 
firm and a company controlled 
by an Egyptian business asso- 
ciate of Whirl 
After the fraud came to light, 
and knowing that he would be 
interviewed by the SFO, Whrd 


recruited an associate, Brook. 
Anderson, to give him a bogus 
receipt concerning the sale of 
furniture for £89,000 to explain 
movements of cash through his 


tenoes, Vferd amfflowarth were 
^ ch banned from becoming . 


accounts. The forgery of that 
anted the: 


document prompted the second 
case in late 1995 that led to his 
previous jail sentence. 

Yesterday, Lord Justice Mc- 
Gowan, sitting with Mr Justice 
Jowirt and Mr Justice Hooper, 
ruled the original fraud sen- 
tences were “unduly lenient”. 

. In addition to the jail sen- 


five years respectively. 

Giving the decision* Lord. 
Justice McGowan said, '“We , 
grant leave as we coasider tbe 
sentences imposed were undu- 
ly lenient 

“The scheme was master- 
. minded by Wird. Hie compa- 
nies involved were international 
companies trading on the Lon- 
don StockEichange. The frand 
involved careful planning and 


substantial dishonesty. An nn-- 
■portant element in sentencing 
must be the deterrent element. 

“It is important that people 
carrying out something -like 
this, should kno^ they see a 

real chance of goi^ to prisom 

The two Were given 48 hours 
to put their affairs in order be- 
fore s f * ,r *t n g then - sentences. • 

Charismatic and eloquent, 
Vford enjoyed a brief period as 
the darling of the Irish Stock Ex- 


as a shell for his ambitions m the 

leisure sector. He burn .up a 
chain of nightclubs in Spain and 
Paris and he owned the fa- 
mous Hippodrome in London. 

. raid’s nemesis, however , ms 
the takeover in 1991 of Mid- 


the Edenderiy Shoe Company 


valued at £87m. Tb secure contra 
of Midsummer, Ward bad w 
maintain the value of European® 
Leisure’s shares and to do that 
he masterminded iBegaJ share 
purchases with a combined to!» 
ne of £400*000* the SFQbefiewd. 


Tesco in record £ 640 m 


Irish supermarket deal 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Tesco made its largest ever ac- 
quisition yesterday when it paid 
£640ni for the Irish supermar- 
ket businesses of Associated 
British Foods. It is one of the 
largest deals in Irish corporate 
history and makes Tesco [he 
number one supermarket re- 
tailer in both Northern and 
Southern Ireland. 

The move immediately 
sparked talk on whether Tesco 
had paid too much. It also 
fuelled speculation over how 
Associated British Foods might 
spend its burgeoning cash pile 
which will reach £1.5bn follow- 
ing the deal's completion. 

Garry Weston, ABF s chair- 
man dismissed suggestions that 
he might be interested in ac- 
quiring Hiilsdown Holdings, 
the Typhoo Tea and Hartley's 

i 'am group. He said: “We have 
leen trying to get out of those 
kind of businesses for 15 years.” 

However, he did not rule 
out interest in National Starch, 
part of the speciality chemical 
business recently put up for sale 
by Unilever, or an acquisition 
in the Polish sugar industry, cur- 
rently in the process of being 
privatised. 

He declared himself satisfied 
with the sale: “We felt the busi- 
ness had a better future with 


them [Tescol. than with us. 
These sort of businesses some- 
times get to a certain size then 
they need more clout. They will 
have that.” He added that the 
gradual invasion of the Irish 
market by Tesco and Sainsbury 
would have made it harder to 
increase profits. 

The deal, which includes a 
£10m dividend to ABF, eclipses 
Tesco’ previous record deal, the 
£25 0m paid for the Scottish 
chain William Low in 1994. It 
mans Tesco will leapfrog Salis- 
bury's in Northern Ireland where 
it has been opening new stores. 


Tesco already has one Tesco 
Metro in Belfast and planning 
applications in for two super- 
stores. This deal gives Tfesco a 
further 109 supermarkets under 
the Quinnsworth, Stewarts and 
Crazy Prices names. It also in- 
cludes 79 Wine Barrel off li- 
cences and 47 sports shops 
trading as Lifestyle Sports and 
Leisure as well as a pork 
processing and a packaging 
business. 

Tesco "s chairman. Lord 
MacLaurin, said: “We believe 
Northern Ireland and the Re- 
public of Ireland are attractive 



’ . Republic of Ireland . . 

"■r ^- ; ""'{7B .stores)'; J 

Northern Ireland 
(34 stores) 

Quifinsiworth ' • v 57'-. ■. 

Crazy Prices -18 •> '. 

Sales:- £850m 
’ Market share: 19,4% • . - . - . 

Stewarts • . 19 • >! ' • 

Crazy Prices ' 9 • i-... 
Supertieal • ;; f '* 2- . 1 
Wdstside 3 

Bloomfieids •' 1 

3 .. ’ 

Sales: £38dm ' 

Market share: 17.9% . ? . 

Ateatnduded: 79‘WTne Bartel ofWicenoes, 47 tifestyle , 
spo^ & leisure shops, Kingsway Fresh foods (pwk 
• processing) and Dailywrap Produce (packaging). 


Total sales: £L24bn . 
Profits: £58m ’ 


madeets where Tbsco can bring its 
extensive retail expertise to bear.” 

Tesco will hope this deal 
proves more successful than its 
last in Ireland. It acquired a 
chain of supermarkets in south- 
ern Ireland in the late 1970s 
and changed the name to Tesco. 
The move caused antagonism lo- 
cally and Tesco later sold them. 
Tesco said that it would be 
more sensitive this time and 
would trade the businesses un- 
der their existing formats. 

It also sent executives that in- 
cluded Michael Wemms, retail 
director, and Terry Leahy, chief 
executive, to Belfast and Dublin 
to break the news. It said there 
were no plans for redundancies 
and that the group's head office 
in Eire would be retained. 

“We won’t be steamrolling in 
with the Tesco name,” Lord 
MacLaurin said. Tesco hopes to 
improve the Irish operations' 
margins from their current 4.7 
per cent to 6 per cent within 
three years by increasing sales, 
particularly of own label lines, 
better buying power and the in- 
troduction of Tesco’s loyalty 
card later this year. 

Analysts said the deal was a full 
price. “I think it wiD be very chal- 
lenging and if Safeway takes 
over WeUworth [the Northern 
Irish chain] then Stewarts could 
come under pressure,” said Mike 
Dennis of Nat West Securities. 



Breaking news: Michael Wemms, Tesco natafl director, In Belfast y es te rda y Photograph: Pacemaker 


Howden agrees 
£385m bid 
from Charter 


Magnus Grimond 


Howden. one of the oldest 
names in the Scottish engi- 
neering industry, yesterday end- 
ed a week of speculation by 
agreeing a 1385m bid from 
Charter, the welding rods to rail 
ties group. The bid sent the 
Renfrew-based group's shares 
soaring yesterday, leaving them 
36 5p higher at 128p. around 3p 
lower than the offer terms of 
£124.78 in cash and three Char- 
ter shares for every 115 in 
Howden. Charter's shares were 
also strong, rising tiOp to 8475p. 

The deal comes just five days 
after a jump in the share price 
prompted Howden to issue a 
statement that it had not re- 
ceived any approaches. Charier 
made its first contact on Mon- 
day afternoon, but did not tie 
up the deal until Thursday 
nighL Both the company and 
the Takeover Panel, which was 
kepi informed, said yesterday 
they were satisfied that all the 
rules hud been followed. 

John Jackson, the chairman, 
did not rule out the possibility 
of a higher offer, but Charter, 
which has been stalking How- 
den for six months, was confi- 
dent yesterday that its offer 
would prove a knock-out. Jeff 
Herbert, the chairman and chief 


executive, said this was an at- 
tractive offer for Howden’s 
shareholders, while the deal 
would be earnings chancing 
for Charter in its first full year. 

The group has been looking 
to add a third leg to the busi- 
ness for at least a year in the 
wake of the successful £286m 
purchase in 1994 of Esab, the 
Swedish company which leads 
the world in welding consum- 
ables. Last June's sale of a 
majority stake in Cape, the 
building materials company, 
left Charter with net cash of 
£36 5m at the end of December. 

Mr Herbert said Howden's 
core business of building fans 
for uses ranging from mine 
ventilation to air conditioning 
in battle tanks “fitted like a 
glove" their acquisition criteria. 
There were “exciting opportu- 
nities’' for growth. It was rare 
to find a case like this where a 
market leader earned lower 
margins than its rivals, he 
claimed. 

He said they would review the 
other Howden businesses, 
which range from equipment 
used in digging the Channel 
Tunnel to pasta-making extru- 
sion machinery. 

On Tuesday. Charter an- 
nounced profits had slumped 
from £97.5ra to £46m last vear. 


Union may urge strike over Steel cuts 


CJhts Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


British Steel employees may be 
urged to take industrial action 
over plans by the company to 
transform working practices 
and accelerate the programme 
of job cuts, the steel workers' 
union, the Iron and Steel 
Trades Confederation (ISTC) 
warned yesterday. 

Keith Brockman, ISTC gen- 
eral secretary, met British 
Steel's personnel director, Alan 
Johnston, in London to hear de- 
tails of the group's five-year plan 
to introduce team working and 
reduce layers of management 


He also disclosed it would cost 
£30m a year to implement 
costing British Steel £I50m for 
the five-year programme. 

No figures for job losses 
were mentioned though Mr 
Brockman said British Steel 
would “have to recoup that 
money from somewhere”. 

He 'added: “If an employer 
takes advantage of the work- 
force there's always the possi- 
bility of industrial action ... it's 
essential that there must not be 
any compulsory redundancies.” 

Mr Johnston said reports of 
10,000 job losses over five 
years, double the current 
envisaged rate by the group. 


were “pure speculation”. How- ' 
ever, he said about 10 per cent 
of the workforce was of “pen- 
sionable age” and repeated 
that the 20 per cent surge in the 
value of the pomtd last-year had 
damaged British Steel's com- 
petitiveness, though this was 
only one factor in the changes. 
He again refused to rule out 
compulsory job cuts and denied 
the move was a knee-jerk 
reaction to the rise in sterling. 

“We didn't speak about jobs 
in the meeting. We were talk- 
ing about a new plats for a jobs 
package ... There's no new 
five-year plan we’ve discussed 
with the troops. It’s a budget 


S ian for one year," Mr 
ohnston said. 

Last year British Steel was 
squeezed by the rise in the 
pound against the German 


maA and a dro^in steel prices 


of as much as 30 per cent on 
world markets. The company's 
profits are forecast to more than 
halve from £1.1 bn in the year to 
March 1996 to below £500m this 
year and could drop further to 
£350m in 1997-98. Every 10 per 
cent increase in the value of the 
pound knocks £lD0m off British 
Steel’s-profits. 1 
: It emergedyesterday that Sir 
Brian Moffat, British Steel 
chairman, briefed unions on the 


problem last month, shortly 
before officials received a pri- 
vate letter from him wanting of 
the likelihood of job losses! He 
told them: “Our profits in Jan- 
uary this yearwere significant- 
ly lower titan January a year ago 
and yet : this year we made 
more steel.” The group is 


The ISTC said no decisions 
on industrial action would be 
taken before a long period of 
consultatfon with the work- 
force. Mr Brookmah insisted 
■ relations with . management 
. remained good, despite the 
jobs warning. 


Limelight 
to axe 
jobs after 
shares fall 


Tom .Stevenson 


t 


Limeligh t, the Moben kitchens 
to Dolphm bathrooms group 
whose shares have fallen to hi- 
de more than half the price at 
which they floated in November, 
is to cut more than 100 jobs in 
response to a slump in sales 
since the start of the year. 

The redundancies are pan of 
a. bid to placate shareholders, 
who have seen tbeir invest- 
ment collapse just months after 
founder Stephen Boler netted 
£60m from the flotation. Lime- 
fight also spelt out a list or man- 
agement actions to pm the 
company back on track. 

Speaking after the company 
announced increased profits for 
the year to December, Ashley 
Lewis, finance director, said . 
therewas no question of either ^ 
Cazenove, Limelight's broker, or 
its sponsor, NM Rothschild, re- 
signing over the affair. The col- 
lapse of the share price, from a 
peakof 200p shortly after a plac- 
ing at 175p to yesterday’s 94J5p, 
comes as a serious embarrass- 
ment to the two blue-chip firms. 

..• Mr- Lewis said sales had 
dropped dramatically in Janu- 
ary after buoyant sales in the 
run-up to Christmas. He could 
think of no substantive reason 
for the fall-off in demand, 
except that potential windfalls 
from a raft of building society 
flotations had locked up the 
money .that might otherwise 
have been spent on big ticket 
items such as fitted kitchens, 
bathrooms and conservatories. 

In the year to December 


of £L84m compared with a 
£1m loss in 1995. The pro fit was 
stru<*fromsa]esof£171J5m,up - 
from £133. 9m the previous year. 

As projected at the time of flota- 
tion, there was no dividend. 

- Mr Lewissaid Limelight was 
investigating outsourcing vari- 
ous internal functions such as 
warehousing and dfctifoution in 
order to cut costs. He said the 
coihpany was also planning to 
sell other' newhut related prod- 
ucts through its showrooms in- 
cluding kitchen stools, towels 
and rattan furniture, and to con- 
tract manufacture for an un- 
named national distributor. 


Siemens steps in for Parsons rescue 


Chris Godsmark 


The long-term future of Parsons 
steam turbines, one of the most 
famous names in British engi- 
neering, has been secured after 
Siemens, the German industri- 
al giant, won Lhe bidding to buy 
the historic Tyneside company 
from its owner. Rolls-Royce. 

Siemens, which beat off com- 
petition from General Electric 
of the US. is understood to have 
agreed to pay between £25m 
and £3 0m for Parsons, which 
makes large turbine used lo gen- 
erate electricity in power sta- 
tions. Negotiations with 
Rolls-Royce's advisers, Mor- 
gan Stanley, were due to have 


been concluded before the 
group's annual profits an- 
nouncement on 6 March, but 
became bogged down over con- 
tractual terms. However these 
stumbling blocks have been 
overcome and Siemens is ex- 
pected to announce the pur- 
chase within the next fortnight 
The axe has been hanging 
over Parsons since last July, 
when Rolls-Royce revealed 
plans to sell the works and 
make provisions of£248m, parly 
to cover a possible 1,700 re- 
dundancies. In 1989 Rolls- 
Royce had paid £304m for 
Parsons’ parent group. North- 
ern Engineering Industries, but 
was hit by intense competition 


from larger rivals. A further 800 
jobs were also threatened at an- 
other industrial power sub- 
sidiary in Derby. 

Closure of Parsons would 
have ended a manufacturing 
tradition stretching back to to 
1889 when Sir Charles Par- 
sons, inventor of the steam tur- 
bine, created the company. 
Parsons made the turbines used 
to power the ill-fated Titanic, a 
succession of warships and. at 
its height in the 1960s em- 
ployed 12,000 people. 

Lest night Siemens declined 
to comment. However, in a fur- 
ther boost Siemens is thought 
to be planning to continue tur- 
bine production at Parsons, 


which is a short distance from 
the German company’s new 
£lbn micro-chip plant' at 
Wallsend. Analysts had specu- 
lated a buyer would use Par- 
sons’ expertise in international 
contracting and consultancy, 
but would end turbine- malting 
itself. 

_ Unions will be pressing 
Siemens to give a commitment 
to preserve job numbers at Par- 
sons, which have dropped by al- 
most 400 since the sale 
announcement. The local man. 
agement are considering 
whether to make another 80 
staff redundant, though no de- 
cisions have been taken on an- 
other 400 potential job cuts. ! 
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Newcastle United . yesterday, 
defied its criticsby priang a can.-:- 
traversal £47.7m share issue at . 
the top end of toe rangey-valur f 
mg the Premier LedgnecTub.at 
£1 93m. when dealings begin bn 
2 April. vTv ^ , 

- ..Tie. news came as shares in 
Charlton Athletic of the First 
.DmaoncoDapsed on their first 
day of trading, heightening 
fears that the market for foot- 
ball stocks had overheated. 

. “There are stilLafot of insti- 
tutions out there who are ner- 
vous about football,” said Paul 
Deakin of NatWest Markets, 
Newcastle’s sponsoring broker 
and financial adviser.' . 

But strong demand., from 
Newcastle fens for shares at- 
135p ensured its retail offer was 
^.ersiibscribed seven timet Ta 
satisfy demand from 8^G0Tsea- 
'Sob ticket holders tire number 1 
of shares available to private in- 
yestore-wjH beitra-eased frioim 
lGper centof the GfifervortmO-' 
lion shares, to'15 per cent. 

. N^West indfcated ihattfac ttt’ 

rtilllfifm * t • 1 - ■ 


. overvalued- These fearswere re- 
alised yesterday when shares in 
>Chadton Athletic dosed at I7p 
belowtheir istoeprice at 63p af- 
ter touching 56p in early dealings. 

ExistingshatfeholdensseasMi. 
ticket hoSderi and supporters 
snapped tip around. L3 million 
shares {nkedat 76p. Charlton's 
institutional placing .was .also 
ftiliy sMljSaiDed.at Kip per. 
share, valuing ifaerctub at £17 jd.’ 
- . - “It istfisappointing,” said Ken 
FocdofTfeather-& Greenwood. 
tbeddb^hdv^er& “Bat there are. 
tiuyer&-oh£ there and we are 

: other - C £ecently 

floated dub& includin g Birm- 
*+1 j Sunderland, 






terday, Was also suhaan tiaHy 
ov ^toscril>ed-' t £ Ohrlistoftop 
lfl investon reads likeaWho’s 
Who of finanqaT institutions in ' 
the UK,?- said Mr-De alrin. • 
However, he .admitted som*' 
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We’re still guessing who’ll pay the windfall tax 


MICHAEL HARRISON 


■We can agree on 
what constitutes a " 
privatised company. 
But what is a utility? 
Water; gas and 
electricity yes. But 
what about 
telephones, airports 
and railway tracks?' 


G ordon Brown has been.at it again this 
week, talking about his windfall-tax aT, d 
vvlio wfl) pay it Alas, the more he explains, 
theless clear it becomes. He injects clarity 


only to make things more opaque. Where 
inty, he * ’ 


there is certainty. He sows confusion. 
Perhaps that is 


j Perhaps that is part of the strategy. Keep 
. exn guessing until the ink is dry on Labours 
first Finance BilL Perhaps it is because the 
Shadow Chancellor does not want to give 
any hostages to fortune. Perhaps it is because 
even now, three years after it first mooted 
the idea. Labour is s£Q] tied up in knots draft- 
ing a watertight, legal' definition of hew the 
tax will be applied ■ 

Whatever the answer, Mr Brown was on 
his best and most elusive form as the elec- 
tion campaign proper kicked off. On Tues- 
day, he finally appeared to nail his colours 
to the mast at Labour’s first election press 
briefing He announced that the tax would 
affect privatised companies that are licensed 
and regulated by statute. That would seem 
to-cast the net pretty wide. 

Unfortunately, the Shadow Chancellor 
then went on to qualify his remarks. The tax, 
he added helpfully, would apply “only to 
those privatised utilities that were sold off 
at, an trader-valuation and have had lax 
regulatory regimes"/ . 

The problem, as the privatised companies 
themselves haVe discovered, is that every 
attempt to define more precisely who is in 


and who is out merely adds to the confusion. 
As the current Chancellor, Ken Clarke, 
observed, Mr Brown was playing “an absurd 
guessing game, giving journalists a clue and 
daring them to work out the answer". 

Thus the Guardian confidently asserted 
that Mr Brown's latest definition would 
exempt both British Tfclecora and British 
Gas. This newspaper and the financial 
Times asserted, on the other hand, that both 
were now directly in the firing line, along 
with the Rees and the water companies. The 
one area of general agreement appears to 
be that Associated British Pons is off the 
hook. Nice to know if you are ABP but not 
much help to anyone else, considering that 
enough energy has been expended on the 
subject to power a small town. 

It is worth unpicking Mr Brown’s words 
one tty one, because in the space of a single 
ample phrase he can pack enough ambigu- 
ity to keep a lawyer in fees for a lifetime. We 
can agree on what constitutes a'privatised 
company. But what is a utility? Water, gas 
and electricity yes. But what about tele- 
phones, airports and railway (racks? BAA 
has a monopoly on airports in the South-east 
and is price-regulated by statute, but it will 
dispatch a 3,000 word document setting the 
record straight if you dare suggest it is also 
a utility'. 

BT and British Gas may exhibit many of 
the characteristics of monopolies. But in cer- 


tain parts of their business, they face intense 
competition, in others, stringent regulation. 
BG says Clare Spottiswoode's latest price 
controls would rob it off £850m -more than 
its annual profits - and force it to make half 
the workforce redundant. On the face of ii 
that does not sound like lax regulation. 

The question of who qualifies is. then, 
tricky enough. Deciding ’how much they 
should pay is even more arbitrary. Mr 
Brown says it will be restricted to those util- 
ities that were “under-valued - at flotation. 
But he also says it will only apply to that ele- 
ment of profits which are “excess”. Most 
companies fall into the former category but 
not all fit the latter. If excess profits are mea- 
sured by the extent to which total share- 
holder returns in these companies have out- 
stripped the market average, then BT and 
BG will not pay a penny. 

Tf the tax is based on straight market cap- 
italisation, they will be the two most heav- 
ily penalised companies. However, research 
published recently by Simon Flowers, utili- 
ties analyst at NatWesi Markets, suggests 
that even using the market capitalisation 
approach can produce wildly varying results. 
In three of the five scenarios he examines. 
BT pays nothing. 

Interestingly, however, all of them 
assume that the two generators. National 
Power and PowerGen. are clobbered even 
though they are not monopolies, are not 


price- regulated and. on some definitions, 
are not even utilities. 

The one certainty is that Labour will levy 
the tax - how else will ji raise the £3bn 
needed for its employment programme? 
And (he safest bet is to assume it will be 


spread as widely as possible to cushion the 
' iuaJ o 


impact on individual companies. 

- • ■ • : is 

r's victory on 


Beyond that, the conjecture is as idle as 
'Labour's 


f .essing at the scale of - 

May. Tony Blair will work with whatever 


X mar* axjlaj ***** wviR ” — — ■ 

majority he gets. The utilities will have to live 
with whatever tax he levies, however unfair 
and arbitrary. 


Could Toyota and the 
French get on? 

VI 7hat do you get when you cross Europe's 
W most chauvinistic nation with Japan's 
most conservative car company? Answer a 
£lbn Toyota factory in Lens, northern 
France. If you find all this just a touch un- 
believable, then you are not alone. 

The only thing the French and the Japan- 
ese car industry have in common is their 
animosity. It is not so long ago that the 
chairman of Peugeot, Jaques Cal vet, 
described Britain as a Japanese aircraft car- 
rier floating off the coast of Europe, a ref- 
erence to the fact ihai we had become 
home to its three biggest car-makers. For 


good measure he also referred to the UK 
as the fifth island of Japan. 

Strong words but scarcely surprising from 
a nation which insisted that all Japanese 
video recorders came in through the obscure 
inland port of Poitiers and all Nissans from 
Sunderland were Japanese. 

It is just conceivable that the French have 
learnt Lheir lesson. While the arrival of 
Japanese manufacturing techniques has 
helped revolutionise the British motor 
industry. France has slipped down the 
league, as Renault's current difficulties 
demonstrate. 

But has Toyota been persuaded to switch 
its investment strategy so fundamentally? Jt 
looked long and hard at Britain before 
deciding lo invest £lbn at its Burnaston car 
plant. For that it got a site which, in config- 
uration, mirrors its plant in Kentucky where 
Toyota rums out 400.000 cars a year. 

Even at 200.000 cars a year. Burnaston 
will only just be an economic proposition. 
Why spend another £lbn and employ an 
extra 3,000 to build a similar sized plant on 
the other side of the Channel? More to the 
point, why pay French wage rates and social 
costs when Britain is so much cheaper. 

The Japanese may not like our coolness 
towards a single currency hut there are 
plenty of other compensations, starting with 
the language and (be golf courses. Buraas- 
ton should not throw in the towel just yet. 


Dow Jones vows to fight 
£139m libel damages 


David Usbome 

New York 


The Dow Jones Company, pub- 
lisher of the. Wall Street Journal, 
is vowing to fight backafter be- 
ing slapped with record-break- 
ing libel damages of $ 222.7m 
(£l39m) arising from ah article 
about a now-defunct Texas 
bond firm. 

-A jury in Dallas made the 
award to the former owners and. 
employees of MMAR Group of 
Houston. MMAR went out of 
business Portly after publican 
tion of the 1993 article that sar- 
castically dubbed the firm 
“Make Money And Run”. 

K upheld, the damagescoaM 
radically reduce the leeway aK 
lowed to financial journalists in' 
the US incorporatereporting. 
It would:. also badly 'hurt 
Dow Jones company, which 
already facing unrest among ' 
membersof its faitoding famS^ 
ty because -of a disappointing 
share price performance. 

There remains a high prob- 
ability, however, that the pub- 


lisher wifi: be able to have the 
damages significantly reduced 
and evert thrown out of court 
Historically, appeals against 
damage awards , of this kind 
tend to be successful. • 

“No journalistic organisa- 
tion, no matter bow wealthy, can 
survive judgments like this," re- 
r marked - Floyd Brown,, a free- 
dom-of-speeefa lawyer in New 
Yodc: “The numbers are so . 
stratospheric that, if they were 
to .be sustained* . they would 
lead to a sea change ' in the be- 
haviour of all journalists". 

. ’ The jury set $200m in puni- 
tive damages against the pub- 
lisher and added another 
£22. Tra in compensation. It also 
ordered' the journalist, Laura 
Jereski, to pay $20,000. The 
damages amount to more than 
{Ojpcevious record : 



loappeal 
chro ni cling 
of this company, 


we did not cause them,” re- 
marketkhe Journal 's managing 
editor, Paul Steiger. 


Jim George, the lawyer for 
Dow Jones, added: “Obvious- 
ly we are disappointed. The 
punitive- damages are com- 
pietetyunfounded. I don't be- 
lieve they can be supported as 
a matter of law. There's no ev- 
idence the reporter or the Wall 
Street Journal had any doubts 
about the truth of the story". 

The article ! implied that 
MMAR bad been reckless in its 
mortgage-backed securities 
business and was under inves- 
tigation by US regulators. It 
said that MMAR mispriced se- 
curities to disguise a loss of 
-$50m in dealings for the 
Louisiana state pension fund. It 
also described MMAR owners 
spending $8,000 in one night en- 
tertaining Japanese brokers in 
a topless bar. - 

.. Texas is renown ed for award-. . 
ing ‘extravagant fibeldamhges. . 
The jutyjeay havebeen moved 
hy. . thfe/ iubsequent Tate of 
MMAR which was forced to 
close with the loss of 94 jobs. 
The award also highlights the 
deep disdain in which journal- 


ists are held by the American 
public in general. 

Recent months have seen 
two libel suits succeeding 
against the ABC television net- 
work, one resulting in SlOm 
damages awarded to a Florida 
doctor, and another in $5 -5m for 
a supermarket chain. 

The previous Kbel damages 
record was in a case against AH 
Belo oflbxas which was hit with 
$58m in damages. That case was 
later settled out of court, how- 
ever, for an undisclosed 
amount. - 

The award has come at a del- 
icate time for Dow Jones, which 
is already battling bad publicity 
over the dissatisfaction of its 
shareholders. Dow Jones has 
been unable to give momentum 
to its share price in part because 
of the disappointing perfor- 
mance of its troubled financial 
information service, Telerale. 
Unconfirmed rumours surfaced 
last month that Reuters was 
considering investing in Dow 
Jones, perhaps with a view 
eventually to talcing it over. 


Wace in red as 
chairman quits 


Patrick Tooher 


Wace, the specialist printing 
and imaging group, yesterday 
repotted its~second loss in four 
years and said Fran ten Bos was 
quitting as chairman. 

The £2m loss follows three 
profit warnings last year which 
saw Wsce's share price collapse 
from a peak of 279p to57p. Last 
night the shares closed un- 
changed at 91 Jp, valuing Lhe 
company at £7 2m 

Analysts said the results were 
in line with a warning from chief 
executive Trevor Grice in Oc- 
tober that the costs of a big re- 
structuring programme would 
plunge Wace into the red. 

Wace, which made profits of 
£20_5m in 1995. took an excep- 
tional charge of £ 13.9m last year 
to cover the cost of exiting 
paper-based commodity print- 
ing to focus on higher-margin 
electronic publishing and digi- 
tal media. 

A commercial prim plant in 
Glasgow was shut, imaging ac- 
tivities in Paris and Chicago 
have both been moved on to 
fewer sites and printing busi- 


nesses in Holland and America 
are up for sale. 

“The only thing I've done at 
Wice is to make it smaller.” said 
Mr Grice, who became chief ex- 
ecutive in 1993. “Now for the 
first time I feel comfortable talk- 
ing about growth and margins." 

But concerns about a sudden 
downturn in the US imaging 
market caused analysts to lower 
their forecasts. 

Louise Barton at Henderson 
Crosthwaite said her profit 
forecast would be cut from 
£13rn to between £5m and 
£10m. “I think Mr Grice has 
learned some lessons but the 
damage in the LIS has already 
been done.” she said. 

Wace said Mr ten Bos. a for- 
mer Scottish rugby interna- 
tional. had “expressed a wish to 
step down but will continue in 
office until a new chairman is 
found.” He has been chairman 
of Wace for seven years. 

A Department of Trade and 
Industry inquiry continues into 
allegations of insider dealing 
and money laundering against 
Wace under Mr Grice’s prede- 
cessor. John Gegg. 
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U was black day for departures 
in three company boardrooms 
yesterday. Anjtc Electronics, 
the communications software 
supplier formerly known as Gay 
Electronics, announced h. had 
parted company with Jonathan 
Richards, chief executive. 

He leaves immediately with a 
package estimated at £500.000. 
He bus been Named for the 
problems which led to three con- 
troversial profits warnings and 
a £20m loss in 1995-96. 

TC Group, which created the 
UK's largest nursing home 
group following the merger of 
Takare with Court Cavendish last 
year, said Hamilton Anstead, 
managing director, had left on- 
“amicable terms”. His receives 
payoff of around £400.00(1. 

The group, to be renamed 
Can; First, announced pre-tax 
profits cut from £2 1.8m to £J 7m 


and said irwas taking an cxcep- 
>iake 


tkraai £15 Jin tax dbarge.to 
account of the decision friend 
spending on new nursing homes. 

Dick Bostock, managing di- 
rector of Spandex the Bristol- 
haserf sig n-making suppfajM 
resigned to pursue other mter- 
cstslbccompany said yesterday. 


Who will be in EMU? the financial markets' view 



Loose talk creates a 
foretaste of turbulence 
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Politicians rather than new eco- 
nomic statistics were responsi- 
ble for this week's turbulence in 
the financial markets sur- 
rounding fears of delays to 
European economic and mon- 
etary union. 

In the middle of the week, 
dealers started selling Italian 
and Spanish bonds with aban- 
don. and the lira reached its 
weakest point since it rejoined 
the exchange rate mechanism 
last November. 

Robert Lind of ABN Amro 
said: “We had a taste ofwhat is 
likely to happen if we hear a 
serious statement about a delay 
to EMU." 

But the drama ebbed to- 
wards the end of the week as 
traders focused their attention 
on events in the US and the 
views of Alan Greenspan, the 
Federal Reserve chairman. Mr 
Lind said: “Had Mr Green- 
span’s comments not distract- 
ed the markets, the lira would 
have been in serious trouble.” 

As a result, our graph shows 
that die gap between Germany 
and Italy fell slightly compared 
to the end of last week, as mar- 
kets calmed down again. In fact 



by 

Yvette 

Cooper 


Italian and German bonds 
doesn't entirely reflect EMU 
concerns. According to Richard 


Reid of UBS. investors are shift- 
ing out of bonds everywhere. As 
a result German and Italian 
bonds both did badly last week. 

The trigger for the mid-week 
turbulence was a spate of can- 
did and contradictory state- 
ments about EMU from 
German politicians, bankers 
and officials. 

Martiu Brookes of Goldman 
Sachs said: “There hasn’t been 
any economic news to justify the 
reaction in the markets, instead 
the markets have been reacting 
to sentiment. It has suddenly be- 
come acceptable in Germany to 
discuss delaying EMU and that 
has upset traders.” 

Klaus-Dieter Kuehbacher, a 
Bundesbank council member, 
caused the biggest stir of the 
week when he said he thought 
Germany would not make the 


Maastricht borrowing criteria, 
and that it was better to delay 
than miss the criteria. His re- 
marks followed closely on a 
statement by the German 
Finance Minister Theo Wtigel 
to his European colleagues on 
Monday, in which he reaffirmed 
that the criteria were more im- 
portant than the timetable. 

Mr Lind said: "A growing 
body of opinion in Germany is 
arguing for delay. But the de- 
bate is now being conducted in 
public and (hat is an extreme- 
ly damaging thing to do. given 
the tetchiness of the markets.” 

In fact the economic news this 
week was mildly encouraging on 
the EMU front. A survey of 
German business confidence 
was gently optimistic, suggest- 
ing that growth will pick up later 
in the year. 
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Carnival deal boosts 
Pan Am revivial 


The resurrection of Ran Am. the 
American airline that resumed 
trading again last September 
following its collapse four years 
ago, was taken a stage further 
yesterday through a deal to 
buy Carnival Air Lines. 

Camiva] Air. formed in 1988. 
ope raies a fleet of 27 jet aircraft 
that operate between South 
Florida, the Northeast. Califor- 
nia and the Caribbean. The air- 
line. which had revenues fast year 
of about S270m (£168m ). is ma- 
jority owned by Micky Arison, 
the chairman and chief executive 
of Carnival Gorp. which operates 
Carnival Cruise Lines and is a 
big shareholder in Airotuis. the 
second largest tour operator in 


the L[K. While the full financial 
details of the deal rae not being 
released, it was disclosed that Mr 
Arison will make a $30m capi- 
tal investment which will result 
in him holding around 9.5 mil- 
lion Pan Am shares. 

This is Pan Am’s second at- 
tempt at buying Carnival Air. 
Last July it pulled out of a deal 
that involved paying around 
$I00m for (he airline. Pan Am 
said yesterday that it had 
arranged financing that, when 
combined with the additional 
investment from Mr Arison, will 
give it $60m of working capital. 
Pan Am has four A300’s with 
two more to be delivered in the 
next two months. 
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In Brief 


• Pearl Assurance yesterday joined the growing clamour from 
insurance companies for changes to the way redress is offered 
to victims of the pension transfer scandal, by proposing an al- 
ternative to existing guidance from the regulator. The insurer is 
proposing that, instead of calculating in detail how much com- 
pensation should be paid, policyholders should receive a “rough- 
and-ready” top-up to lheir schemes. This would run alongside a 


guarantee that any shortfall would be made up at retirement. 


Pearl's option follows Legal & General, which has proposed 
that companies be allowed to guarantee to match company scheme 
benefits at retirement, ratherlhan pay redress immediately. How- 
ever. the Personal Investment Authority, the financial regulator 
tasked with ensuring swift redress, is against this proposal. 


• Surveyors and valuers are under growing pressure not to block 
house purchases by undervaluing the property, according to David 
Jenkins of the Centre for Research into the Built Environment 
at University of Glamorgan. In 70 per cent of cases the valua- 
tion is identical to the price of the transaction. Surveyors are under 
extra pressure not to block a sale by undervaluing property when 
prices are rising, and when lenders also own the estate agents 
handling the safe. He recommends surveyors should not be told 
the price which borrowers arc proposing" to pay. 


• Frost Group, the UK’s largest independent petrol retailer, 
made another attack on Esso for launching a petrol price war 
last year. Frost announced a 31.4 per cent fall in profits before 
exceptional items last year to £ 1 0.4m. but said its policy of re- 
fusing to join the battle and sell petrol at a loss had been’proved 
right. Turnover fell by 5 per cent to £429.7m. The company- 
slashed the number of franchised filling stations last year fol- 
lowing the £S3m takeover of Burmah Castro! s UK petrol re- 
tailing and wholesaling business almost two years ago. Of the 
907 Burmah franchises, just 200 are left. However the number 


of company-owned sites fell less sharply, by 30. The compa- 


ny’s share of the LHv market droppec 
cent to 3 per cent. 


last year from 4.7 per 


• A new voluntary code of practice for mortgage lenders 
launched yesterday by the Council of Mortgage Lenders received 
a qualified welcome from the Consumers Association. It remains 
a voluntary code and will only be “brought to lhe attention of' 
mortgage brokers. The code requires lenders to explain differ- 
ent repayment methods, rates of interest, charges and all special 
conditions such as repayment penalties. They should also make 
dear which of three levels of service they are offering: advice and 
recommendations, a range of information for lhe borrower to make 
an informed choice, and information on a single product only. 
The code promises sympathetic consideration for those in financial 
difficulties and sets up a complaints procedure. 


• Volkswagen, the German car maker, said operating profit in 
1996 surged by more than 77 per cem to around DM1.97bn 
(£730m).~ reflecting the benefits of last year’s cost-cutting mea- 
sures. While full d~c tails of the results will not be released until 
10 April, analysts predicted that the company would finally re- 
port a operating profit of DM2bn. “The numbers show their cost- 
cutting plan is really taking effect." said Michael Klein, an analyst 
at Delbrueck. Volkswagen’s main cost -cutting is on the produc- 
tion side, where it is reducing the number of platforms used by 
its four car making plants from 16 to four Analysts estimate the 
company could save up to 30 per cent of production costs over 
the next few years. 


• Boustead said the Stock Exchange agreed to extend the sus- 
pension of dealings in the company’s shares until 21 June. The 
company said the extension has been granted to allow it to in- 
vestigate several acquisition opportunities, and which may lead 
to a reverse lakeover of Boustead. 


The Stamford Life 


The 171st Annual General’ Meeting of the Company 
will be held in Standard Life House, 30 Lothian Road, 
Edinburgh on Tuesday 22 April 1997 at 2.30pm. 


A member entitled to attend and vote is entitled to 
appoint a proxy to attend and vote. A proxy need not 
be a member. 

By order of the Board of Directors 

Alan R Forbes 

Secretary 

Edinburgh. 20 March 1997 


Polici-holtlers may obtain u copy of the Annual Report 
and Accounts, including the agenda, by writing to the 
Customer Service information Team at PO Box 141. 

1 Tan field. Edinburgh EH3 SRG or by telephoning 
(0131) 245 2668. Proxy forms may be similarlr obtained 
hv members entitled to vote. 
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PizzaExpress sizzles as takeover rumours linger 
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PizzaExpress had ifie stock 
market in a rare old pickle. In 
hectic trading the shares were 
at one time showing a llOp 
gain to a peak of 82fL5p. They 
ended 57p higher at 767-5p. 
pricing the pizza chain at more 
than £500m. 

Stories of US buying - and 
inevitably a possible takeover 
bid - inspired the sizzling dis- 
play. But David Page, chief ex- 
ecutive, dismissed bid talk. 

“I have received no bid ap- 
proach in the last 10 years and 
no bid approach in the last 24 

hours,” he said. 

Takeover chatter, however, 
lingered. Grand Metropolitan 
and Whitbread led the list of 
predatory candidates. Assorted 
US groups were also in the 
frame. 

Buy circulars have, without 
doubt, helped create fresh en- 
thusiasm for the shares. Credit 
Lyonnais Laing last week fore- 
cast profits of £15 2m for the. 
year ending in June, with £23m 


jwing year. . 
last year were fluJhn. 

US investors have been keen 
on the shares for some time. 
Janus Capital Corporation, 
the investment group which has 
acquired such a taste far the JD 
Wethcispooa pub chain, had at 
the last count 18.07 percent of 
the capital and is thought to 
remain a keen buyer. 

PizzaExpress, with more 
than ISO pizza restaurants and 
a food 'and drink importing 
arm, is one of the share success 
stories of the 1990s. 

It arrived via a reverse take- 
over of a struggling computer 
group four years ago. Then the 
price was around 20p. 

The rest of the market at 
least managed to settle down 
after Thursday's ragged re- 
treat although it retained the 
dubious distinction of so far 
falling on each day of the elec- 
tion campaign. 

Footsie, at one tune up 15.8 
points, ended 33 lower at 
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4354.8 in, once again, active 
trading with turnover, swollen 
by bed and breakfast deals, tap- 
ping l billion shares. 

BAT Industries ignored the 
Liggett lawsuit capitulation, 
recovering a ZL5p fell to dose 
5p higher at 494p. Imperial 
Tobacco settled 2p lower at 
419.5p. Goldman Sachs re- 
gards BAT as a strong buy. 

Other blue chips active in- 
cluded Commercial Union, 
>19p at 660p on a resurgence 


Foods, collecting £640m for its 
Irish retail operations, added 
14J>p to 526p. 

Bowden, the engineer which 
denied any takeover approach 
on Monday, jumped 36 3p to 
128p as Charter, which has 
made no secret of takeover am- 
bitions. launched an agreed 
cash and share offer. Charter 
fell 40p to 847 J5p. 

Phoenix Timber was another 
in the takeover arena, gaining 


of takeover talk, and United 
News & Media, 21p higher at 
7553p, probably on dividend 
buying. 

Tesco’s Irish adventure left 
the shares little changed at 
339.5p. Associated British 


2_5p to 215p as die Co-oper- 
□efitFund 


adve Retirement Benefit J 
offered 23p for the 223 per 
cent Dot already owned. 

The drug sector had a 
volatile session. Scotia, fol- 
lowing its failure to obtain ap- 
proval for its diabetic 


treatment, suffered a 27-5p 
fall to 38te. Others lower in- 
cluded Cdhech (29.5p to 580p) 
and Biocompatibles Interna-, 
tional (77 -5p to l,175p). 
Shield- Diagnostic ended an 
eventful week with a 30p gain 
to 650p. Its eagerly awaited 
presentation takes place On 
Monday. . 

Itwas, as far as the day’s two 
newcomers were concerned, a 
game of two halves. Chariton 
Athletic, the football dub, 
scored an own goaL. At one 
time its' shares were down at 
363p from an SOp p la c ing . 
They dosed at 63p-. Q Group, 
interactive educational pub- 
lishers, moved from a 114p 
placing to 119-5p. 

Prism Ran, the franchise raD 
operator, picked up steam 
after a dull run, gaining 55p to 
350p. The shares have come 
down from 580p and tire com- 
pany wonders whether the 
South West Trams fiasco has 
been a factor. 


None of SWTs problems 
have impacted on Pnsm. in- 
deed Pnsm is currently a sig- 
nificant net beneficiary under 
the performance regimes m 
place and expects to remain 
so." Stagecoach, owner of 

SWT stadia modest rally, up 

73p to679p. 

. ffextech, the broadcaster, 
fell ‘44p to 635p as Goldman 
•placed 9.3 million shares at. 
6343p. t f . , 

Itace Computers held at 

683p as MMT Computing 

moved its stake to 7.12 per 

but Active Imaghig cra^ed 4^ 

to 463p as TVX, a US group, 
dropped bid plans. 

CPL Aromas was another 
casually, facing 70p to L20p. 

The fragrance maker warned 
profits would not reach the 
. market's hopes. 

NetcalL, a computer tele- 
phony group, rose 4p to 745p 
The shares were 603p on 
Monday when it produced an 
upbeat trading statement. 


rl Expect Enterprise Inns to 
roll out a bid for Discovery 
Inns, the start-up chain 
which abandoned plans to 
goat in Decern bex; nod week. 
Th finance the deal 
Enterprise is said to be 
making a one-fbr-two rights 
issue at around 200p. 

The lakepva; valuing 
Discovety at £50m, is likriy to 
be by o 

per cent this year and 20 per 

cent next. Enterprise, little 

changed at 2483p, fitted its 
pubs chain to 900 last year 
when it acquired John 
LphatFs retail interests. 
Discovery has around 275 
outlets. 


Q Pbotobition, offering 
printing services to the 
exhibition industry slipped 
5p to 42&5p. Merrill Lynch 
expects the company’s profits 
to improve from £2.9m to 
£4.1m this year and reach 
£5 An next. 
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T he world cross-country 
championships, which 
take place at Turin to- 
morrow, have already inspired 
one outstanding performance. 
Glynn Uromans, a 28-year-old 
marketing lecturer from Coven- 
-try, makes his British debut in 
the Italian city just 10 months 
^after undergoing two serious 
ffhean operations. : 

This time last year, Iranians 
still thought he was an asthma 
sufferer. Troubled increasingly 
by breathlessness and sudden 
exhaustion, he had been advised 
the problem was caused by 
dust mites. Accordingly, he 
t for his 


IVKte Rowbottom 

on one runnels 
will to overcome 
his misfortune 


bought a special cover for his 
mattress, ripped the carpets up 
and got to wodewth the sander. 

It was a false diagnosis. After 
suffering between 70 and 80 de- 
bilitating attacks, Tromans - at 
the prompting of the British 
crosscountry team doctor; Rank 
Newton - consulted a, cardiolo- 
gist He was told his problem was 
not asthma, but tachycardia, a 
^condition in which extra nerve 


“1 think it was far more trau- 
matic for my fianoSe, T-foa, my 
parents and Dave Dix, who has 
coached roe for 23 years He . was 
more nervous about it than I 
was. But I never bad any second . 
thoughts - apart frown once, a 
minute before they wheeled me 
off to the operating theatre!.” ' 
As Ihunaos lay on his trol- 
ley, a nurSe presented him with 
a form requiring his agreement 


v Tromans’ career was in the 
balance But he makes light now 
of the operations he underwent 
on 30 April and 13 May last 
year. “The main problem was in 
the 15 months or so beforehand 
when nobody knew what was 
wrong with me,” Tromans said. 

He had begun to train with 
' a heart monitor in 1995, and 
three or four times a week he 
witnessed, his heart rate jump- 
ing from around 145 beats a 
minute up to 220. “1 would feel 
a bit of tightness in xny chest,” 
he recalled, “and two seconds 
later the bleepers would be 
warning me that my pulse had 
leapt up. I wouici feel like I bad 
just finished an 800 metres race 
- swimming in lactic add and 
f wifo no drive in nay tons ortegp. 

“Once I knew I had a heart 
condition which could be cor- 


‘It was a strange 
experience 
because both 
operations were 
done under local 
anaesthetic' 


reded through an operational 
of cettir 


was just a matter of getting it 
done as soon as possible. 


to be fitted with a pacemaker if 
anything went wrong with the 
procedure. Hie chances were 
said to be no more than three 
per cent, but such an eventual- 
ity would have meant the end 
of his competitive career, if 
only because of the drugs he 
would have had to. take to 
maintain, the device. 

"It was a strange experi- 
ence,* Tromans said, “because 
both operations were done un- 
der local anaesthetic and I . 
could see aO theTVscreensand 
bleeping monitors. For some 
reason I sat up during the sec- 
ond operation and the nurse 
asked if Td mind tying down 
again because I was having live 
mrespassed through my heart.” 

Sensibly, he complied. So 
swift was ins recovery thathe was 
picked for the European Cross- 
country Championships last 


December, only to be forced to 
drop out with a calf injury. 

Tomorrow, three weeks to the 
day that he claimed tbe fourth 
automatic qualifying place in tbe 
British trials, he is due to take 
his career to anewlevel in wbat 
B only his second overseas race. 

After earning his world cross 
place at Luton -watched by bis 

and dog Morris - 
likened by Bud Baldaro, tbe 
Great Britain coach,. to a Sun-, 
day football player making the 
Prenueiship m his late twenties. 

Tomans obasiden that anal- 
ogy a Kttfe. far-fetched, given 
that he has previously repre- 
sented England. "I think I nave 
always, bad the potential to be 
an international runner. But 
there is no question that this is 
a significant step up for me.* 

One of the more remarkable 
aspects aTHtahans's career is the 
way he has performed,, even 
while his training has been reg- 
nJariy disrupted, fia 1995, for in- 
stance, he w as placed fourth in 
the. National Cross-country 
Championships, won thelnler- 
Counties tide and finished second 
to Keith Gillen, the trials winner 
at Lutao,m iris England back de- 
but over 3,000m, depute suffer- 
ing an attack in the wann-up. 

As he kibked forward toThrin, 
Tfomantf reaction was one of em- 
barrassment over the attention 
he has received at the expense of 
Cullen or Britain’s European 
cross-country champion, Jon 
Brown. But there was no dis- 
guising his excitement "This is 
very much a start for me," he 
said. “I am hoping to transfer 
ail this into a summer of raring 
5,000m on the track.” 

One troubling thought re- 
mains, however. Morris, who ar- 
rived in the Tomans household 
from a dog rescue society six 
weeks ago, has given the sand- 
ed floorboards what might be 
termed a distressed look. “He's 
scratched them to hen,” Tro- 
roans said. He didn't sound 
too put out about it 



Glynn Tromans (No 8} earns his chance at the British trials Photograph: Mark Shearman 



to raise cross-country profile 




The Parco del Vhlentino in the 
centre ofTurin, ite surrounding 
roads turfed over at a reputed . 
cost of £Iin, awaits entrants 
from a record numberof 68 
countries for the 25th. World 
Cross-Country Champfcttiships 
tomorrow. But one country 
stands alone once again, writes 
Mike Rowbottom. 

Asked whether he could fore-' 
see Kenya fading to maintain 
ftfcpir domination of this event 
«ver the last decade, tbe British 
team manager. Have Clarke, 
had a bold stab. “Kenyans don’t 
run wdl on- something?" ; 


If the image of snow had been 
forming in Qaxke's mind, it was 
obviously superceded by the 
memory of John Ngugi charg- 
ing through the white wastes of 
Boston in 1992 to win his fifth 
individual title. ’ 

' Thai particular position has 
been kept in Kenyan possesaon 
sincebyWflliamSigei and Paul 
Tfeigat who is seeking his hat- 
trick. Kenya’s men have won 
every team title since .1986; 
theyalso hold the individual and 
team titite at junior level, while 
Kenya’s woman hold the senior 
and, jumof team titles. 


Tbe most likely challenger to 
the Kenyans’ men’s pre- 
eminence is Safah Hissou, the : 
Moroccan who followed his sil- 
ver medal of last year with a 
world 10,000 metres record of 
26rain 38.08sec. 

Bui where does this leave 
Britain? Success at the Euro- 
pean Cross-country Champion- 
ships in December, when Jon 
Brown took the individual title 
and the women’s team finished 
third, moving up to the silver po- 
sition following the disqualifi- 
cation of Romania, has raised 
the domesticprofile in tbe sport. 


The squad goes to Italy with 
the realistic ambition of finish- 
ing as the top European team 
in both senior events, lb do so, 
the men will have to revenue the 
position of last year when they 
finished 50 points adrift of the 
fourth-placed Spaniards. 

Brown, top individual Euro- 
pean last year in 12th place, is 
set on a top 10 position this year. 
He beat Tergal over a muddy 
course in Seville in December, 
but he cannot hope for similar 
conditions at an occasion which 
is being stage-managed by Pri- 
roo Nebiolo, the president of the 


International Amateur Athlet- 
ic Federation. 

Keith Qiflen and Andrew 
Pearson both look capable of a 
top 25 finish, which would put 
Britain within reach of their tar- 
get Glynn Tromans, malting his 
British debut just 10 months af- 
ter having two heart operations, 
is seeking a top 50 place in what 
is only his second race abroad. 

Tbe women are led by the top 
Briton in tbe European Champ- 
ionships, Hayley Hainmg, Lucy 
Elliott - currently third in the 
World Cress Challenge stand- 
ings - and Paula Raddrffe, who 


has been preparing at altitude 
in Albuquerque. 

But with nine entrants per 
country in the men's events, and 
seven for the women, this is a 
feaxsomely tough competition. 
“To most people, a top 30 place 
sounds rubbish," Clarke said. 
“But to anyone who knows the 
sport, it is an awesome run." 

Whatever the result, the 
event this year is likely to pro- 
vide a memorable spectacle. 
Nebiolo has spoken hopefully 
of attracting 20,000 spectators 
to the city centre - and, what 
Nebiolo wants, he usually gets. 


Hall returns to 
retirement 
after victory 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Sunni ngdale 


Julie Hall's next appointment at 
Sunningdale is a site planning 
meeting on Monday for the 
Wee tab ix Women’s Open. The 
clubs will have to go back into 
tbe cupboard from where they 
came just over a month ago 
wben Helen Whdsworth phoned 
her up looking for a partner for 
the Foursomes. 

Hall, one of the last great am- 
ateur players, retired from com- 
petitive golf after her fifth Curtis 
Cup appearance at Kfflamey 
last June. Now secretary of the 
Ladies’ Golf Union, she has the 
pick of the St Andrews’ courses 
when time in tbe office drags. In- 
stead, she spent more time over 
the winter playing badminton. 

In their seventh match in four 
days. Hall was complaining of 
sons feet, shins and hands. 
Three vital interventions on 
the greens, however, dispatched 
the former European tour play- 
ers Jeremy Robinson and David 
Jones to a 4 and 3 defeat and 
meant Hall and Wadsworth, 
the Welsh professional, became 
the first female partnership to 
win the event since Dale Reid 
and Corinne Dibnah in 1990. 

Although under the revived 
handicap system, Hall and 
Wadsworth received eight shots 
from their professional oppo- 
nents, they played good golf all 
week. In their morning semi- 


final, they were one under par 
for 13 holes off the men’s tees 
in beating Bedfordshire ama- 
teurs, John Kemp and Mark 
Wilcox. 6 and 5. 

Jones had to hole his eagle 
putt at the first to win the first 
and the rest of the final never 
lived up to that start. All square 
at the turn. Hall and Wadsworth 
won the 10th and were handed 
the 12th when Robinson drove 
into a ditch. Hall then holed 
from eight feet for a half at 13, 
from 15 feet to go three up with 
four to play, and from 10 feel 
at the short 15th for a par. 

Jones, who holed a brave six- 
footer on the last to beat Wayne 
Riley and Gary Smith in the 
semi-finals, then had to hole 
from three feet to continue the 
match, but left it on the right lip. 

‘T can't wipe tbe smile off my 
face," Hall said. “J knew 1 was 
swinging the dub well when I 
came here, you can't lose it that 
quickly. The next time 1 play in 
competition, though, may not be 
until we defend here next year. 
One chap asked me this week 
when my season started and 1 
said this was iL" 

SUNMNOnilfi FOURSOMES Serri-ftiatarJ 

Robinson (T>» Vale) end 0 Jones (Ttra 
Rivera) tx G Snvtt iCamtjertey Hearn and w 
Riey lAustrafca) one hois; J Hal (Ladjbanlo end 
H WMwortn (WPGEn bt J nemo aid M Wkm 
Uohn OUauntB) sn and flue. Float: Han and 
Wadsaonn t* Rotonson and Jmes tour and time. 

■ Lee Westwood shattered the 
course record with a 20-tmder- 
par 63 in the second round of the 
Turespana Masters in Gran Ca- 
naria yesterday. His 63 beat the 
previous record by three shots. 


Rusty Woods sharp 
enough for second 


For Tiger Woods, this was one 
of his worst days at the office, 
but he still managed to finish the 
first round of the Bay Hill In- 
vitational in Orlando one shot 
behind the leader, Paul Stan- 
kowski. 

“I didn’t hit it well at all. 
missed a lot of fairways, and 
wasn't sharp with my irons." said 
the 21-year-old Woods, who 
returned after a two-week break 
with a bogeyless, six-under-par 
68. “I grinded it around and got 
it in the hole somehow. Those 
are great rounds when you 
don’t play wdl but can get to the 
clubhouse with a good score." 

Ian Woosnam led the British 
challenge on 70, followed by 
Nick Faldo (71) and Colin 
Montgomerie (73). Sandy Lyle 
shot a 75. 

Stankowski. who has already 
won the Hawaiian Open and led 
last week's Honda Classic at the 
half-way, said his 67 was bis best 
round of the year. 


*T m especially pleased with 
how I placed my iron shots. To- 
day I was hilling it dose." said 
Stankowski, whose only bogey 
came from a rare missed green. 

Though there was little wind 
and the course was in perfect 
condition, scores were generally 
high. “It just shows you what a 

S ood test it is," said Steve 
ones, the US Open champion, 
who is also one shot off the lead. 

The course designer, Arnold 
Palmer, playing in his first tour- 
nament since surgery for 
prostate cancer, shot a nine-over 
par SI. “It was as solid as I’ve 
hit the ball in a couple of years. 
I felt very lucky just to be out 
there," he said. 


BAY Mar. (NVTTATIONAL (Orlando, Florida): 
Leacflnf Drst-raond scores (US unless stat- 
Ml): 67 P StartnuAL 68 B Anoiade. S Jones, 
T Woods. F Funk, 69 O Ureso. J Bake. C Fter- 
ry. S Pa®. P Strewn. PGcjnw. T Me. v Snei 
IF([). B Langer IGer). Setected: 70 N Data 
i Japan). C Beck. N Price Om). T Lehman. E 
EIS ISA). J Matter. I Woosman (GB1. 71 N 
Fafdo (GBi. 72 C Parry lAusl. W Grady (Aus>. 
73 C Monigonierle iGB), R ABenby lAusl. S 
Appleby lAusl. D Frost ISA). 75 S Lyle (GB). 


Schultz quick to justify his Test recall 


Cricket 


dawn 


ANDY COLQUHOUN " 
reports from Pretoria . 
Australia 227 v -South Africa 


Sixteen months after, bis last 
Test, Brett Schultz took four 
wickets to put Sooth Africa on 
top after the first day of tbe 
Third and final Test at Cent-, 
orion Park yesterday. . 

The fast bowler's 4 for 52, 
South Africa's best of the series, 



t them in to 
'baL Allan Donald weighed in 
with 3 for 60 and, when he had 


Ian] 

the legstde by Dave ] 
he becameaplytbe second South 
African after Hugh Tfcyfietel to 
claim 150 1fcst wiCkets. 

Schultz, recalled because of 
Shaun Pollock’s injury, bawled 
Matthew Hayden in his fourth 
over of the morning and then 
took a difficult running catch on 
the fine leg boundary to dismiss 
Matthew EffiotL. 

Mark Waugh was bowled by 
Donald three overs after lunch 
and the Australian captain, 
Mark Taylor, was caught behind 
aiming a loose drive at Dance 
Klnsener. Tbyjqr’s 38 took 197 
minu tes and means, lie has not 


reached 50 in a Test in 19 in- 
nings spanning 15 months. 

An 80-nm partnership for the 
fifth wicket between Steve 
Waugh and Greg Blewett, who 
put on 385 in the fust iest, re- 
vived Australia but Blewett was 
caught behind as he attempted 
to cut the off-$pinner Pat Sym- 
cox Schultz then took three 
wickets in as many oveis. Steve 
Waugh (67) was caught down 
die leg side by Richardson - al- 
though replays suggested the 
ball had flicked his pad — and 
Michael Bevan and Shane 
Wkme were adjudged Ibw in the 
space of four balls. 

Donald’s landm ark came in 


the penultimate over, and the 
day ended with Klusener bowl- 
ing Glenn McGrath. 

FSst sty? South Aftfca «ron iobo 
AUSTRALIA - FM 

•M A Taylor c ractvxdson b Nuronar -38 

M L Ha&den b Schtfn 10 


MTGEBoacSGMtzbOanaU IS 

M EWuujJi bDorald 5 


S R Waugf) c Rtetenbon b 5ctuftz~ 67 

G S BtMO c RfchBfftean b Symca* ... 37 

U G Bew n Bw b Stfllft 6 


tl A Hwly c Rcbertson b Dora*) ... 

S K Wbme **» b Schultz 

J H Bflespw not out 


G 0 McGrath b Wussner . 
stUMn&BwT).. 


Total (89-5 overs, 385 ado) 


-21 


-227 


FM: 1-23 2-60 3-72 4- 1105- ISO 6-197 7-212 
8-212 9-226. 

BowBof DcmaM 205-60-3 (r*3. *3}: Scfwte 
20-4-52-4 (nbG w3): Cnxje 5- 3- 5-0; Ktusenv 
14.5-4-23-2 (wU: Symcox 23-4-62- U Kdfe 
7-2-20-0. 

SOUTH AFRICA: A M Bacher, G Kroon, 8 M 
McfcUtan. DJ Cuban. *W J Cmnje. J H KeSs, 
tO J Rctwdnan, L Kugener. P LSymrox, B 
Schtftz, A A Donald. 


Fogarty’s Ducati becomes the bike to beat 


Motorcycling 


ANDREW MARTIN 


glare wfl] be hard to shift from 
the prize that eluded him Iasi 


Never one to underestimate 
his own wOTth, Cari Fogarty em- 
barks oc a new World Superbike 
season tomorrow at Phillip Is- 
land in Australia with on extra 
reserve of confidence. Reunit- 
ed with the Ducati that carried 
him to two successive world ti- 
des, the 30-year-old rider from 
Bladshurn will prove a fear- 
somely bard man to beat in the 
12-round championship which 
culminates at Sentnl, Indonesia, 
in October. 

Fogarty’s famously intense 


season during an unhappy fhr- 
londa RC45. 


tation with the Honda 

Yesterday he trailed in fifth 
fastest in qualifying, behind the 
rapid KawasakKnoun ted pair of 
Akira Yanagawa and Simon 
Crafar. The former took pro- 
visional pole, three-tenths of a 
second inside the lap record set 
by Aaron Slight last year. 

Fogarty feces a sterling chal- 
lenge from the Yamaha SBK- 
mounted Colin Edwards and 
the swaggering Scott Russell. 
The latter was unceremoni- 
ously dumped from the Suzuki 
500cc grand prix team last sea- 


son, but cruised to victory at 
Daytona last week. He also 
beat Fogarty to the 1993 WSB 
tide and is c learly comfortable 
aboard the YZF750. Ever mod- 
est. Russell declared this week; 
“fm back and I’m going to do 
some damage in WSB this sea- 
son. I'm already getting ready 
to beat those Ducatis." 

Such bluster cuts little ice 
with Fogarty, however. “He 
[Russell] won’t beat me or his 
team-mate [Edwards] this sea- 
son," Fogarty said. “I aim to win 
the tide back for British fans - 
whatever it takes." 

Admirably patriotic and all 
that, but there are other British 


challengers who may also be 
waving the Union Jack from the 
rostrum this season. 

Fogarty’s Ducati Corse team- 
mate, Neil Hodgson, a promis- 
ing 23-year-old from Burnley, 
has much to prove, as does 
Jamie Whiiham. wfio beat can- 
cer last season to Qarrowly miss 
out on the British Superbike ti- 
tle. First he must tame his 
GSX-R Suzuki, however. 

Fogarty may not have found 
the Castro! Honda to his taste, 
but the pairing of last season's 
runner-up. Slight, with the 
volatile American, John Kocin- 
ski, should mount a formidable 
challenge. 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 



V Bunon Atotan; OaMeyTmn v Gravesend 
a wocdiflae ^&j^rH agB v Matty Tytffl: 




i C*K SKfirB^Msuma v . 


AixJiwdvGtow^saxOaffnhajn* 


Ffc*oz*«n Tomx Surtxay To*n v NncqatAfC 
Worcester Mr v foe lyrrn. MUml DM- 
tfOK BeAmm UtdwSis^hedpwiemcsCDr- 


Gty: Hdter OU Boys * Presctt 
rises Kkfcpwe v touted GM; Mane Road 
CVUtwoe; Mossiey v Cteddc-raw, I 


tte Toan v Barccmuffi; Penrttfirf 

i v Maraw&r. Traflon] v Damen. 


* lyn Bay. 


nage » Cotayn i 
FA CARLSBBia VASES* 


laeNortrrFembirCi vGuatooroutfitOfcWbB- 
bylUvKnsteadKB. - 

GHVAUXKAU. CONFERENCE: I 


by Toon vSOHNfl ‘-WW uoa^f lW»i * 

g^HK^TtoMivRet MlichUM ; Moor 

Green vBasion Town; Pagtt gar^y vine- 
ran town: waram* v Sn*>m JtaWws 


Rows » Hayes; Fambmoct) Town » Norin-' 
tedne5«0HJ Tea 




ToMncTamworihyys 
hMeainderibnJ^H 


Tout 

ToHinvTnMfoklga 


•nch Vfctoia; Hrtnrciwri Tom v fogylng: 
towir(iten3eiSMdToM)*Ga*asl)M«l; 
eamtuwOuwr; HusMan* OWW*yl 




Sfoj^vSoiinwreSiaM«id^vKW^^ 
an; Aimncnvn. - 






vrarahamTown; 

jam Town; Ha« Tom v_VW0 Towrc 

HB«E Tbrin w WestnrFSifer- 
Mff * Ertd* 8 8*bwdatgSt Le onerds Sa m- 
crcttvBuNqc Waarkw^v Mane; «fti- 
ner Town * Forest Oman ftwerc. 


St Helena vl 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: lymb«0n V 
wimehureti: Andtmnr East Cows Vies: BAT 
Spumy Gasped Bbruugfr Benwi o n HBath 
v Paieisteld: Boumemouc. FC v Ronsey; 
Ctnsahurcll vlonon; Cowas Spans v Aero- 
sovduee; EBs$a®i vDowmon; ftwsmouBi 
RNvRyda Sports; Wbnboma vtfeockenhusL 
JEWSOK EASTERN LEAGUE Premier DM- 
aloic Buy Tbwt v Fribsuwe; Dfcra vNw 
nwrtiac Fataanham v WoodinUse; Greet 
Yannoiah vWartxysr HarfleWi v Rfibc Hri- 


RoDv Union 

3.0 unlBSS stated 

COURAGE CUBS’ OMMWNSNB* National 
Laecua Ow atari v SriK Hatequinsv West 
Haroopad: Wasps vOred (at Suftuyj. N»- 
ttooal Lea&eTNo: ElachheatfwHotw^Bin; 

Ccndon SmOB^ v Caenoy; Noacadlo v Mog«- 

ley; Rottwtiemv Bedford; Ru^yv RWmond; 
Watertoo v WMM. Nwhmal Lm»k 
T ime: rattan w Ester; fyide v Wtrartedate; 
Havsra V RDcdyn fork Liverpool St Helens v 


MTERMBXA1E KNOCKOUT CUP Serrd-A- 
dMe MUdtosbrou^i v Doncaster far Otfeyl: 
Tbane* wanderers v Surtaury tat Henley). 
JtffBOff KNOCKOUT CUPSaatf-ftMteOreMe 
& Nanrw** V Parsrte* OJO) ter UchHeM); 
rtidderalteU YMCAvHapenuen C2J0) 
ton on Trent). 


Ice hockey 

SUPStLEAGUECHAMPiONSHBrSenHInalS 
[Nynm Arena Mnnclwrtrr): Caniff Davis 


Wok- 


aaedn g iyOney v lonXn wristsMortey v Har- 
meate; Redruih > 


Wandarere: 

vTowrcWio*- 


Harrtec YeadtaeWPlafleK 'rtfod 
Ftat 9MM0K Attnedon Tow* vltoc^S . 


«"bw tf Barmr Rows v AMe ranra: - _ 
cay rBogynr Bags; Omih b y Wiyw agta 
Croydon v BmnmStaO-, Madanhead UM I v 


tantenwy Cay. Hyme Uta V Foysayg; Irv 
akm 4onKH00d v CorinBsarc Rarogaa v 
ChBOiamTowx.nii*riC»We».«rtMi««^ 




hut Stappey Uid v ^Crey WbndBica; Sade 
. Green* Heme Sa*. 


Ston; Solum V Sudbury 
SKwmririt v OacBn; Wteoech i 
ham vSudbuy Town. 

i MIDLAND ALLIANCE: 
tOKSUjn Uttfc 
IVBaOrps^ 
town v tflnddey fflhfcBc; Hetesowon Homers 
vRushaAOlyiTipc;RocesKrvPerahoreTio*»n: 
5aidwGlBo(W4^vBrUenortaToH*nSriiflial 
Town vVHfanhM; StapertW v Kmpetriey Vie- 
tDoa; Stratford Town v West MrSfands Pokes. 
FEDERATION BREWERY N 


i v Leeds; Walsall v Obey. Na- 
tfonal tnacm Foot North: Btnrtnffwn & 
SoriU v Preston Gresshoppers Kama v San- 
dal; Manctester v Hemtant; Nuneaton v 
StafiaK SaMcMjn-flera v A^wna; stmrtrtia; 
vUcifield; WOrcesMrvWinringwn Path. Na- 
tiooal tMpa Fow Saudi: Asfoans v Cam- 
bertay; Banting v Henley: Beny HID v 
WbEton-super-Mare; Ountton ParVv Met Pt> 
Doe; H(gn Wycorrtae v Cheflentiam; Newbury 
v Nonh Wbtshant nymouta v Tabard. 
SWNUBC CUP Quarter-flaaiB: Caitiff v South 
Wales Wee {2JOX UaneB v Pon^pooi 030). 
WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Ffnct DMsIon: 
DunantvNeaih O30j; Newtw^vTieorcriy 
(2-301- Second DMMoie Aberawn v fiber- 




vWdc Eastbourne Trmnv fotfiam; Htristem 

^MmswdsviaeOBk: Horahsm ymca 
S port* ForttaW vOrirwood: Rwg- 
^mrcmUKivtaiaBriiWi; i 


LEAGUE PfeatOMsloK BMnriiam ! _ 

- vStoewjxs; Ounston 


tvo vVAVcttem; Ccmeoa v J . . . 

Federation v Morpeth Town; Durham Cfey v 


cynor (Z30C Bonytraen vAtertnary (2-30); 

varedcntaB 


Measles v 
Crass Keys 


(2-30). 


(2-30); VMC 


V uvnon, j nM DMMOIS 

V NgffaiCOtt Cbrron v Heaw.^PanmA 

* Camneriey; Hornchurch * E*S Tbunoog 



SnOdon: Edsta0on-v Beittnwm Terriers; 

- - oiSMkfeTtow la* Town 


SRU 1ENNENTS 155B CUP Fourth round: 


RIM Nencasdev South! 
v Msatoq; West AucMnf v CmOk Town, 
mass j, journal kohiand league 

Buck* Dtride V Kriift; Cow fongBis v Fiasar- 


g^v fofao; Berwick vCorstorpWne: .Cume v 


Dundee KSFP v Gtasaw Acads; Edta- 
flScErtrtwrtfi r 


Cbpnhos v l*tag BucUk Hobencft v Bari 

^-ivWataraDorouecNaw- 

Ibuw.FWDnwfeannrc 

>ft 


burmFortWBBmvPwertwad; HirfflyvBra- 


PagreB v EyneBbmyj 





; Nrim County v Ctachnacudrin. 
UcSWWS LAGER NORTH CUP Final: 
Loeaenwuth v Fanes Mechanics far E30n). 
SMBaUFF BOSH LEAGUE I 


bush Acads v Kamamocta losrbur^i um* v 
Glenrothes; Gtasgowr Southern * Aberdeen 
GSFP: HawtckvBorougnmuir; Hawick Linden 
v Stewart's MeMfle RP. HenotT s FP v Jed-For- 


Hockey 

NASTRO AZ2URRO SOUTH 
ingham v Gore Court. 

WOMEN’S NATIONAL LEAGUE I 
earn Leicester v ipswKh (1230); CMton v Tro- 
jans <1230 Y. H^sown v Doncaster (1231: 
Sough V Suoon CridfleU 03). First DMrion: 
Btueharts r Wimbledon (1230); Bradford 
Smtheitonh v Bracknefl U30): Camerbury v 
SundorimJ) (12,0); Otar w ChotmJcrd Braed- 
orii <2.01. Second DMstorr EeingvWestWK- 
ne* (USi; LburiSxnuCh Studens v Eunouta 
1230): Sherwood r C to Uw^tonlans 02-0); 
WoUr^wStAltonsOXB. 

WOMEN'S VfEST Promt er Chetenham v 
Redtand; Cotwall « Exetar; Leoromster v 
Bournemouth; St AusteS v vale. 

ROYAL AL-EAISELWOmrS MIDtANOPro- 
miar: Balsam Leicester r Kenenne; Hampton- 
uv Arden v Bedford; Prctanch v Crimson 
Ramblers: West Bromwich v Mdndge. 
WOMEfTS NORTH First DMskn: CarSslo v 
BtacUum; Chester v Poynton; ShefBoM » 
YOrtc tNenon v LnerpooL 
WOMEN'S EAST SUPER LEAGUE Rnd DM- 
ston: Ashford v Ekay Sr Edmunds: Bebeyhaath 
v Harieston Msmes: Ipswich v CennbndBe Csy; 
Siwicwla v WeWyn Garden Cny. 

WOMEN'S SOUTH First DbWoro Dulwich v 


v Sheffield Steele ns (130); Notbn&iarn Pan- 
thers v Ayr Scottish Eagles (G.301. 
PREMIER LEAGUE: Sloug) Jets v GUWrod 
Ftemea (630): Swmdon Icetoids v foigston 
nawte (530). 

NORTHERN PREMIER: Btaobum Hawks v 
Paisley Pirates i63i; Fenertiorougi Prates v 
Mraiayflld- Royals (530); Whitley Warriors v 
Fife Ffters (630). 


Ro^by Union 

(3.0 unless stated) 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE First DMdorc 
Ebtw vale V Caerphfly (230). 

CIS UNDO? -21 COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 
SemWinnta: Nona. Lines & Oertv « Yoriamre 
Cataeeston). 


Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Hrst Dhtskw Btuehana 
v Hull (Z30); Boon wlo v Beeston (230), 
Brarriey v Indan 


Speedway 

SPG91WAY STAR CUP: Bradford V Swindon 
(730); Coventry v Woherharapton (7301. 


Other sports 

BOWLS: Englsh indoor Champion of Cham- 
prone (Bembnd^) 

BOXING: Professional Promotion; Super- 
mrttwogr J Criaajha Wten vT rttgies (US; 
Wtortd Boxing Or^nteatran l&n-imtiSemsffn 
championship: R Whtfit (US. holdefl v H Si- 
mon (Namibia); Vacant Brtteh auper-feaih- 
enwljht champlcnshlp: N Swam (Wall v M 
Brtxfle (Manchester] IWythenshawe Forum. 
Manchester); 

ROWING: Head or tne Rher Race (htardake 
id Putney, Thames, 3.451. 

SNOOKEft Benson and Hedges hsh Masters 
(Gafts Cue, mu. Co lUdare). 

SWDMHG: Bntah Grand Pra meet iCMHD. 


Craetyx . .. 

ford Unw (ZOK Fd^taswxi v Shftfflt*) (230) 
Gloucester v St Affans (1.0): Hartestwi Mag- 
pies v StDuroon (2.0); Warrln^an v Troians 
0 . 0 ). 

WOMSTS NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier 

Slough v Tmtans r2J3). 


Basketball 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Newcastle Eages v 
Thames VBliByTifierB (530); Sheffield Sharws 
v Crysrai Palace (530i; leopards v Chester 
Jets 16.30); London Towers v Derby Storm 
(5.01. 

NBL FM OMMoie Bnran v Wtestmrnster 
(4.0); Plymouth v Gufldtcvd i4.0j; SucKton v 
Bury & Briton (4.0). 


Acedc Peedes vMus- 


5 vMriiose; Soring County 

v Stewaroy; WMt _pf Scotona »G tefflwH/K . 


Wortteng; Hampstead &Westnunsterv Mhich- 
metg HO; Hmharn v Soutnarrtetan; Tuba HU 
v Readme Winchester v Oty of fonsmouth. 




Mjda uidv Einiey. Runoom » r ”SfS*X£ m * 

«( f Mwora Town; Cangam" Ttoy v 
tarn pm Aenue; nww afl NWjjg ** 

'W0dTdM»ewwD(taT0rirc tfeMgMBT^ 

VU^WB: tiocrinUW *D«!«ert 

«■« « Frifley Ci^ tth%WYV«an^ 

ion Town; lAbrfangMR v SfflO aaoC^ ra, 
Wartoop Town v Cutzofi asno"- ■ 


sOfepeitaanTqwaaun®- 

wivtswtwttttWOMwi 


tOWwvBasatMaaor 

svBadoMriJAd: Taunton 

Two v Bnflport; Tbidngtan « TJwmon Town..- 
NDTOBlHCOWraES S»W |£AGUE^ 


ArhAritone t KMKuBc BattxA Tou m u A ^i - 
feRT*mOHkiB*Wr 


UM v stiaiSsKJ; SifeE Torn) v Ossett AWon, 
MuttftM uw ww v 

v Haneid **rin;VWM<ract • Seiy. 

WONWVfflSTCOUMTgS LE AGUE Pta tU- 
vfctaie AthatiOQ caBeu rg v Easg rood Han- 
My: Btedood Udmbs v Cfcraop North End, 


Gtentam » Gfercwcn; Pbrtadown v Aids. I 
OMrioro BaByetare vLama; Banw v Omagc 
Droflery a Bagymena; Newiy v Carrtdk. 
LEAGUE OF WAL ES : Aberystwyth vRh»l;Ban- 

"VM; Bauy Town v Oomab'9 
vCaorwfon Tom: Ebtw VSte 
Hotwefl vBnton Fer- 
lyiUarearoflraid v PorthmadoB Newtown v 
lrw CrtM-Tri rattttft; Tbn Ptmne v Caeraw. 
HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE a 
f ra ra fcr PfvisrOP! Perry Oty v ! 

(730). 


Goraraars; ^ButewpLrtarrine: GranromaUh 
SeMrfc 


BrOtrrHWWlia 
Quay: OuUm vCaorc 
v Cemaes Bay. (23£S; I 


v Hows of Rfa; HaddngEon v 
lansburWvCanha Queen’s Parte iNingaon 
v Aberdeenaroe; Preason lodge v Gamodc Tnn- 
Hy AcatBv Lw^ntai. 

ANGUMVOat CLIP Pool 2B: Northampton 
v Newport. 

INSURANCE CORPORATION LEAGUE FVst 
Dtvtoioa OJ30p BaByrnena vGanyowen ; Cori 
Constitution v BtecMbrii CriteBe; taswroans 
u Dungannon; Lansdowne vOldWfesKv: Old 
Crescent v Young Munster; Shannon v 
Terenure CoU: St Marys CouegB v ow 
Behedne. Sdcand BMataci (2^0): Becttue 
Rarwart v Derry; Wgtfakt v Wanderers: 
Monfatown v Driphin; NtPC v Malone: Slrer- 


vRaadHig Winches te r » Cay i 
TmSPOR W WOUETTS THREE COUNTIES 
FM DMriarc Bracknel v ftenetagh: Faroham 
Common v Oxford Unrc Henley v Maton 
foynes: Mardenhead«WoH>tf fteadtag* Mftsr 

Wtney: Stoufji vCrty or Orfenj; SoreUigHAnwi 
sham; wycoww Rye v Newbuy. 


TOMORROW 
Footbaa 

OR MARTENS LEAGUE Sonthani DMsfcm: 


Basketball 


BucMrtgnam Tom v St Leonatds Stamcrod 
13.0). 

KARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF RELAND 
Prante DMskM: Bray Wanoerora v Unwer- 
aty Ccflege Dublin (3.15): Home Farm Ever- 
ton v Bohemians (3.1B1. 


Ice hockey 

PREMIER LEAflUE: GvaWftrcJ Ftimos v S«VK> 
don IcaLcras (8.0); Kingston Hawks v Slough 
Jets (5.45). 

NORIHSIN PHEMPL - Ffe Hytas vBotMXitn 
Hawks (6-30i: Mumryfidd Royals v Peter- 
boroujyi Prates i630): Paisley Prates vVWi- 
ley wamers (630). 


Speedway 

SPEEDWAY STAR CUP: Eastbourne v Ipswich 
(3.30): Swindon v Bradford (6.0). 


BUOWBSrtt LEAGUE: Ctyaal MacevNew- 
oastte Eades <6.0); Derby Storm v Lacester 
RtderstHemri&tMstfMitauatavUindanlaw- 

wa WonT«« Basra State (to). 

fOL MMte FM UvislOK Lnerpooi V Sotent 
[3 30); Mid Sussex* Cardiff (730); NriWtg- 
• ware (B.0): Orfwd v Couentry BjO). 


, SUK CUT CHAUENGE CUP S 
Hdertt v Sriterd Q30» fat M*B*> »■ 


nes v Cn ^ onas Sunday's WM v Ctanorf, 


Wowert's Frtt ONMtan: SarWne 

T); Ipswich * Bfm- 


UCCvt 


ham v Normampton (8-ffl; . 

Indian) f?30); London v mames Va*ey ifLOi; 


Nob i iig amv tertasden BOE RtaqaavCiiH- 


Roqgjby League 

3.0 unless stated 

SOX CUT PUKE Semf-tinat tragi' y Hug 
Kington Row™ Wktnes v HunsM. 

STONes SUPBt LEAGUE: CasUefotl v Wigan 
(835); HattB V Shefcld. FbatOwriort: Sun- 
tan v Wafangun: tthteftavw v Hal I3J30I. 
Second DbUon: Barrow v Hoctuae; Don- 
C«k v Betsy ta.0>: Ybri v Present 


tri Priau (830): Sprithcme v Sheffield { 


Other sports 

BOWLS: Entprii Indoor Champion of Cham- 
mons (BembfldgBj. 

MOTOR RACWB: British F3 Champtinshlp 
(DonngKJn PartO- 

SNOOKER: Berwor and Hedges Insh Mes- 
Deis {Gotti duo, kb, Co Kildare). 

SQUASt tattrlnh Vfonm'a Open (Mnaserj. 
SWIMUMG: Brttftn Grand Pm meet 
(CaidifA. 




UOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


BThe j»fice opened, fit© on 
us. l have five wounds. Man- 
chester Uritetf-fan, after 
the ..European Cup quaiter- 
fb^ In Opbrtp. ' 

Bl saw omwbrnan of about. 
45 battered by the pottoe. 
There was bfood pouring from 
her head. hfosfof.tf»T»eople 
around me were rnirid te-aged 
fere- no ore was cates^; any 
trouble. The . dot police were 
completely ■ mdrecriiriinate. 
fScferd Cross, fodtb^f writer 
andflartcrf.fi* United fans' 
contingent./:: 

■ There Isa ematt group of 
influential pro^frkvthe RFU 
who wish to break tip the Five 
Natioifa. There are people 
who tfynk; England -win never 
vwi the Vft>rkJ Cup playing in 
the Rye' Nations^ wiB figrtthis 
tooth and nail, fieri Cotton, 
UohsjtttBTager«Kf soon to be 
RFUrirember. 

■. ftah Cotton’s comments 
defy belief and leave us to 
query- his motives. We have 
newer expressea'any wish to 
.wrthdrsw fitvh fte five Na- 
tions. John IficJrardstm, RFU 
presktertv- 

■ Ws- use evefyaumbHr® 
frtodt -4« >: a stepping stone. 
Sam HamnttBU, the WimWe- 
dpn reflfiairmaFW /gets his 
meeiflmFs in a twist ; 
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sport 


Williams 
not rattled 
by rodent 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 

reports from Key Biscayne 

The 16-year-old Venus Williams 
might have been warned about 
undesirables in the tennis world, 
but it comes to something when 
your match is held up for 20 
minutes by a rat in the Centre 
Court stand. 

What appeared to be just an- 
other tiresome Mexican wave 
tamed out to be panic-stricken 
spectators leaping out of their 
scats at the Lipion Champi- 
onships. Old habits die hard, 
and buzzards still fly above the 
site, possibly remembering the 
rubbish dump that was trans- 
formed into a magnificent sta- 
dium complex by the Buchhoiz 
brothers. 

“The rat?" Venus said in- 
credulously after winning her 
fust-round match against Ginger 
Helgeson Nielsen, 6-1. 4-6. 6-3 
on Thursday night- “I thought it 
was some type of mouse, not a 
rat. A hill-blown rat? Did they 
put it in a box or something?" 

They did. but how is perhaps 
best explained by the rat- 
catcher-ln-chief, Adam Fract- 
enberg. who doubles as the as- 
sistant ticket manager for the 
tournament, which saw no play 
because of rain yesterday. 

"I was in the office when 
something came over the radio 
that there was an iguana on the 
court." Adam said. “I've seen a 
few of them here when no one 
was about. I'm something of a 
reptile lover and I've kept 
snakes. 1 thought people might 
be scared of an iguana, so I said 


I'd go and catch it. I was talk- 
ing a good game, all macho, and 
the other people in the ticket of- 
fice called my bluff. 

“When I went up [to the 
standj there was a commotion 
in the comer. The operations 
people were pulling up plants. 
I asked them if what they had 
seen was an iguana or a mino- 
taur. When they told me it was 
a rat I jumped back - my only 
connection with rats is that I 
used to feed them to my snakes. 

“We pulled trees out and 
tried to catch the rat with card- 
board boxes, but it jetted out 
from underneath and got away. 
Spectators parted like the Red 
Sea as it ran down the isles to 
another comer of the stadium. 

“Then out of nowhere, a guy 
I had never seen before came 
up with a rat trap. I asked him 
what he was doing with it, and 
he just shrugged. 1 caught the 
rat with a pair of pliers and put 
it in the trap. I had it in my hand, 
and everybody was dapping. 
People have been saying it was 
a big rat. Well. F jo from New 
York, and I would describe it as 
average. I think the guy who 
owns the rat trap took it away. 
I'm sure it was set free some- 
where away from the tourna- 
ment site. I guess that’s the 
magic of Key Biscayne. “ 

There has not been so much 
fuss about a critter at a te nnis 
tournament since a raccoon 
dropped from an elevator ceil- 
ing at the US Open and dashed 
about the Stadium Court at 
New York’s Flushing Meadow. 

In Miami, however, one par- 
ticular tale of a rat has run and 
run and has become pan of the * 


Venus Williams plays a backhand during her first-round victory over Ginger Hetgeson Nielsen Photograph: Allsport 


lore of the Panthers ice hock- 
ey club. 

“Last year," recalled Frac leu- 
berg, whose links with local 
sports events include working 
for the Panthers, “there was an 
incident in a pre-season hock- 
ey game. They had a little rat 
problem, being downtown. A rat 
got into the Panthers’ locker 
room. Their No 27, Scott Mel- 
Ianby, gave it a slap-shot, and 


that was the end of that prob- 
lem. 

“Later on that evening, Mel- 
lanby went on to score two 
goals. Word got around about 
the rat, so it was decided Mel- 
lanby had scored a rat-trick. 
Next day, slowly at first, people 
came in and threw little plastic 
rats on the ice. This caught on. 
Plastic rats were thrown every 
time the Panthers scored - I’ve 


tossed a rat or two in my day- 
and soon the team was mar- 
keting rat T-shirts and plastic 
rats in the numbers of the fans’ 
favourite players. 

“By the time the Stanley 
Cup play-offs came round, 
more than a thousand rats were ' 
thrown on the ice in a game 
against the Colorado . 
Avalanche. Their goalie, Patrick 
Roy, bad to hide in his neL” 


■ Greg Rusedski, the British 
No 2, has had a scan on his in- 
jured wria and, and been advised 
to rest for seven days. He is still 
hopeful of playingin the Davis 
Cup tie .qgainst Zimbabwe- at 
Crystal Palace on 4-6 April. 
Britain's captain; David Lloyd. 

has dropped Mark Petchey from 
his original squad of five, but has 
the option of restoring the Es- 
sexplayer if Rusedski is unfit. 


Extra incentive for Salford’s ex-Saints 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADRELD 


If a Challenge Cup semi-final is 
always a landmark in a player’s 
career, then this afternoon’s be- 
tween Si Helens and Salford is 
extra special for several of its 
participants. 

Salford have three players 
who began their careers at 
Saints and ail have an important 
part to play at Wigan today. 

Andy Platt, recovered from 
a hamstring injury, was a close- 
season signing via Auckland. 


calculated to give Andy Gre- 
gory s side the authority in the 
forwards that it was going to 
need in Super League, while 
Paul Forber, another well into 
his 30s, rightly claims to be play- 
ing the best rugby of his life. 

Of the trio, it is the contri- 
bution of the scrum-half, Mark 
Lee, who is often under- 
estimated. He came to The 
Willows as a hooker with just a 
handful of first-team appear- 
ances at Saints, was switched be- 
hind the scrum in an emergency 
and has thrived on his new 
role ever since. 


“Coming to Salford is the 
best move I ever made," Lee 
said. “It's going to take a good 
side to beat Saints, but I don't 
think we're far off being a good 
side." 

That view is hard to argue 
against, especially with John 
Cartwight and David Hulme fit 
to take their places in a full- 
strength side. Yet St Helens are 
deservedly favourites to go back 
to Wembley and retain the Cup 
they won last April. 

Their coach, Shaun McRae, 
also has a full squad to pick 
from, apart from the suspended 


Bobbie Gouldmg, which gives 
him the luxury of starting with 
the influential Derek McVeyon 
the bench after missing two 
matches with a cracked bone in 
his wrist 

The player who keeps him 
out of the starting line-up is 
Chris Morley. who grew up on 
Salford's terraces and would 
have signed for them if Saints 
had not come in at the last 
minute with a more tempting 
offer. 

“I only live two minutes from 
the ground and still go to watch 
them when I can. because I’ve 


got a lot of mates down there," 
he said. 

Halifax’s new coach, John 
Peudiebory, has named an un- 
changed team for the visit of 
Sheffield Eagles tomorrow, 
while Wigan should have Jason 
Robinson bade in action for the 
trip to Castle ford. 

Widnes will have a full bouse 
for their Rate semi-final against 
Hunslet at Naugbton Park, 
which is in the throes of rede- 
velopment The two other sides 
within a match of playing in the 
Wembley curtain-raiser are 
Leigh and their visitors, Hull KR. 


Brodie’s brawl points the way to 


Boxing 


It took a scrap on a football 
pitch to persuade Manches- 
ter's Michael Brodie that he had 
a future as a professional fight- 
er -which has been confirmed 
in an 18-fight winning sequence 
that has moulded Brodie into 
one of the best young prospects 
in the land. 

His 19th bom should give a sig- 
nificant indication of Bradie’s cal- 
ibre against the Commonwealth 


super-bantamweight champion, 
Neil Swain, for the vacant British 
crown at the Wythenshawe Fo- 
rum tonight 

The Ssl lGIb match will pro- 
vide an interesting contrast in 
styles and could turn out to be 
one of the domestic matches of 
the year, Brodies fast, power- 
ful hands against the sharp-hit- 
ting southpaw Swain. 

Brodie, 22, played football for 
both Manchester United and 
City boys’ teams until his sport- 
ing direction diverted after his 


on-field altercation. “He was a 
boxer and I beat him up," 
Brodie says. “He said to me 
*you've got the aggression why 
don’t you start boring’.'" So 1 bad 
a go and found that I liked it 
better than football. 

“Swain's a good, strong fight- 
er. I've looked at a tape of him, 
but Til beat him. I think HI be 
too strong and stop him in the 
later rounds." 

Brodie is a fair body punch- 
er. and his left hook should 
spend a lot of time targeting 


Swain’s ribs. That mode of at- 
tack could be the key to 
Brodies success, but the Pbn- 
typridd-born Swain, 25, will 
take some cutting down. 

The indications are that 
Brodie will claim the title by a 
decision, or on a late stoppage. 

Whies should have least one 
winning southpaw on the Frank 
Warren promotion, the former 
undefeated British super-mid- 
dleweight champion Joe Calza- 
gbe. The knock-out specialist 
from Newbridge faces Nebras- 


crown 


ka’s Tyler Hughes in his second 
appearance under the "Warren 
banner and. although the 
American is unbeaten in 11 
fights, it is difficult to imagine 
drat record holding up agamst 
Catzaghe's power. 

Ten of Hughes' fights have 
been staged in the comfort of 
his home state, and against lit- 
tle-known opposition. 

Calzaghe, though, has made 
such short work of his foes to 
date 15 of his 20 straight wins 
have come inside two rounds. 


Jets’ guard 
suspended 


Basketball 


RICHARD TAYLOR ; 

If the Leopards needed any help 
securing their' first Buchreiser 
League -championship In. just 
their third season* it camewith 
yesterday’s ann cniDcemen tthat 
Chester Jets’ guard; Russ Saun- 
ders, has been suspended fol- 
lowing a drugs test .u 
. Hie Leqpardswifitake the ti- 
de if they win their last four 
games, beginning with tomor- 
row's visit by Chester to the 
London Arena. Chester, like 
their fellow contenders Birm- 
ingham Bullets, Sheffield 
Sharks and the defending 
champkmsLondbn Towers, can 
only stand and watch if Leop- 
ards keep winning. 

Saunders, the League’s all- 
time leading scorer, has been 
suspendedan fall pay by the Jets 
following a report by the Sports 
Council that a prohibited sub- 
stance was found in a sample 
given by the (riayer during a ran- 
dom drug tesL 

■ The viat of Chester poses one 
of cttfiytw traps for the Leop- 
ards, the other craning with their 
visit to Birmingham next Sat- 
urday. Leopards' last two games 
are at home to Derby Storm and 
the bottom chib, Hemel Royals. 







Rwflby MnUrn 


CHRIS HEWETT 

It is Last Chance Saloon time 
for the borderline Lions as 

Fran Cottonandhis fellow se- 

lectors cast a fioal eye over ccia- 

lehdens for the thre^Rst trip to 
South 'Africa. There will be 
any number erf hard luds; stories 
when the final 35 names are an- 
nounced on TUes day y eek but, ■ 
if you want misfortune, took 

□0 further' than the. Memorial 
Ground in Bristol 
When the straggling Wist 
Countrymen face Sale in one of 
today’s three surviving Courage 
League games — the rest fell vic- 
tim to the demands of the 
World Cup Sevens - Paul Hull 
will .be sitting on foe replace- 
ments’ bench. Remember him? 
The most exciting running full- 
back in Britain? 

As recertify as the summer of 


Fighting to avoid the ig*. 

flonunyof participate ninthe 

endk)f-se3san play-offs, Bristol 
- must face Safe without three bf 
jured international forwards. 
Mark Regan, Simon Shaw and ^ 
David Corkery are. all side-* 

lined by ailments picked up dur- 
fiigfoe Five Nations, so Richie 
Collins, the former Whies 
flanker, makes his league debut 
while PhD Adams and Barry 
McConnell jpit a run at lock and 
booker respectively. 

Sale, challenging hard for a 
place in next year's Heineken 
Cup, have problems of their own 
because of -injuries lo Simon 
Mannix, Phil Winaanley, Dave 
Baldwin and Dylan O'Grady. 
“Fm not sure how effective we 
are in terms of strength in 
" depth,” said John Mitchell, their 
player-coach yesterday. "But 
this is a must-win game for us." 
Harleq uins give Raul Chaili- ^ 


shirt and galloping- around foe 
hi gh veld of the . Transvaal like a 


bordering on the world-class. 

Now, nothing. Bristol the 
dub he captained .last season, 
have relegated him in favour of 
a . university "student. Josh 
Lewsey. Martin Cony, the cur- 
renreaptam, describes Lewsey as 

to nm with the bafl”. Hofiwas like 
that too, once upon a time. 

- His decline can be traced to 
the moment Jack "Rowell re- 
placed him 'with . Mike Catt for 
England’s 3995 Five Nations 
-match" with Ireland. Hull -had 


injure himself during a warm- 
up international with Canada, 
but the die was cast. Rowell also 
omitted him from his World 
Cup party later that year and it 
was enough to wreck what re- 
mained of his confidence. 


nor an i D 

West Hartlepool at The «. 

while Wasps, who face Orel! at 
Sudbury, welcome back their 
captain. ; Lawrence Dallagho, 
following a bout of tonsillitis. 

In Vfeies, Cardiff take on 
South Wales Mice in a -Sendee 
Cup quarter-final that is East be- 
ing overshadowed by the printi- 
pality’s latest dub versus oountiy 
rumpus. Tfeny Holmes, foe 
Cardiff coach, reacted furiously 
to news that his captain, Hemi 
Taylor, had suffered a severe 
hamstring injury dining weight 
t raining with the national squad. 
“These players are athletes, not ■ 

machines," Holmes said. “If we J 
could get enough money to- 
gether, I would like to see us buy 
- our internationals out of their j 
Welsh Rugby Union contracts." 

At least Holmes has been L 
spared the problems of his ri- .* 
vaJs. “We've been badly dis- 
rupted by police shift work but 
I just have to accept it," said the 1 
underdogs’ coach, Steve Davies. 


warm to the 
Friendship factor 


Hockey 


BILL COUMLL 

The Signaal Inter-Services 
Championship at Portsmouth 



al Navy after a tense final game. 
The Navy’s eighth-minute lead 
from Mark McLintock was 
short-lived 1 as James- Boyce 
equalised six minutes later. The 
winning goal came from Paul 
Friendship five minutes into 
the second half. . . , - 
The RAF, by virtue of their' 
wins earlier in the week, over 
both teams, regained the' “In- : 
dian Army” Trophy -they" fast 
won in I995.The Army bearthe 
the Navy 5-2 to win - the 
women’s title. 

Slough, if they are to achieve 
their ambition - -of! a- fifth 
women’s National League title, 
will have to be at their best over 
the weeken d, hoping their fast- 
choice goalkeeper, Sue Knight, 
will be. available for their. cru- 


‘ rial games against Sutton Cold- 
field today and their rearranged 
game tomorrow against Trojans. 
Lynnette Smith stands by to 
deputise. Slougfr trafl Ipswich by 
four paints bid have a game in 
hand. Assuming Slough win 
their two games this weekenib, 
the title is likely to be decidecr 
when foe two teams meet the 
Saturday after Easter. 

’ Ttqjans’ concern is at the oth- 
er end. of the table. The 
Southampton club have had a 
disappointing season and have 
notwonsince October. They are 
" "unlikely to get much relief away 
to CEfton today, nor at Slough. 

. Hightown, the champions 
who have lost all their League 
games since beating Trojans in 
November, will again be without 
Maggre Souyave, the England 
coach, and could well struggle at 
home to Doncaster, who beat 
them 8-2 in their earlier fixture. 

St BWAA l. HtTER-SERVlCES TOURNAMENT 
{PwtsnxwtJi): rn 2Anny 1 ffWFentwplons,. 
Under-23: RN 3 /tntfZlWOmmplans). Vot- 
JWWC RN 4 - Atmy 2. (RfiF chamotonsj. 
WtametB RN 2 Army 5. tvmy eftampfensj. 


Redgrave and 
Pinsent pair up 


Rowing 


HUGH MATHESON 

Sieve Redgrave and Matthew 
Pinsent wifi race together this 
afternoon for the First time 
since since winning Britain's 
only Olympic gold in Atlanta 
last summer. 

The pair will lead off in the 
Leander crew in the Head of the 
River Race on London’s Tide- 
way. starting al 3.30pm. Lean- 
dcr will be chased off by 
University of London, with Ru- 
pert Obholzcr in the No 6 scat. 
Leander oarsmen, however, still 
have a dominance in the British 
men s Olympic squad and have 
been practising together in the 
eight since the squad returned 
from a spring training camp on 
the 1992 Olympic course, near 
Barcelona. 

The Leander crew will be 
stroked by James Cracknell. 
with Rory Morrison, a dark 
blue and pink journeyman who 
emerged over the winter as a se- 
rious contender for the single 
sculls. Richard Hamilton and 
Ben Hunt Davis, who both 
rowed in the Olympic eight 
last year, wilt hope to blend well 
enough with Pinsem and Red- 
grave io be considered for the 
new coxless four, which Lhe 
golden pair have said they will 
turn to for at least this season. 


Redgrave’s oath to quit row- 
ing. which was uttered in the im- 
mediate exhaustion after his 
fourth Olmpic victory, was lat- 
er tempered to a return to row- 
ing, provided he could have a 
rest from the pressure. The 
four is seen as the most likely 
vehicle for his talents 'and. with 
several of the obvious choices 
busy elsewhere, Jurgen Grobler, 
the Leander and British men s 
squad coach, will be looking at 
his eight for guidance. 

Imperial College, despite los- 
ing to the Cambridge Boat 
Race crew last weekend, has a 
stronggroup and much Tideway 
experience. Starting third, they 
should stay if they can hold off 
the challenge of Notts County 
and London Rowing Club, set- 
ting out immediately behind. 

In spite of its strong tradition 
of continental crews, this is the 
first Head Race to have a Amer- 
ican entry. The SchuykiU Navy 
team, based in Philadelphia, is 
a veteran crew, with Sean Drea. 
the World single sculls silver 
medallist, and Chris Blackwall. 
the 1967 Oxford Blue, on board. 

The Oxford and Cambridge 
women’s and lightweight crews 
will race their Boat races at 
Henley tomorrow. The Dark- 
Blue crews have not done well 
in recent years, but, with radi- 
cal changes in preparation, may- 
be able to reverse the trend. 


BANGOR 


OAC 1 CfoNDmONAL JOCKEYS SELLING JfCAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £3JX)0 added 2m If 


HYPERION 

2J.0 Talathath 2.45 Strike-A-Pose 3.15 Gen- 
eral Pershing 3.50 Around The Gale 4.2S 
Campeche Bay 4.55 Indian Quest 5.25 
Shropshire Gale 


GOING: Gor«i Hiood u> Firm in bode straight on hurdles course). 
■ Li-ftnaitd. undulating course, nnvui 32--iyis. 

RCourv » 4m 5E dIWusJiiuii near Junctn m nf AD~r» anti Br»06D. 
ADMISSION: Paddock SO. Course & i CAB PARK: Free. 


SIS 


■MOHS 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Wbm s Pride f Lift) non 
al I taritetM 1 on Saiurdaf. 

LONGJH5TANCE RFNNERS: Hriad l E*|e Dancer (.TZTi 

sew Jigjnilc* In Lady Hrnla hum Aaqnenng Park . W Susse x. 


2.10 


- ai, 

2 40 

3 KS0 

i 43 

5 flOl 

7 32=0- 

a m 

3 CCSiV® 

:o fj-3 

11 01 

11 0500 


BETIWi: 74 
Crank S«w. 


SIAN CLARKE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
El £3300 added 2m If 

TAUThAIH 0=R» (18) D NOOssr 5 U 8 R Mason 

AUTfflEY PB0T ll6) A TumeS 6 11 1 CRaa 

BRANDON BRD6E (15) DGeagPVfi 112 V Satiny 

EL CRANK SENOfl [63) it Wooctrvse 5 11 3 — JI Danwodj' 

FL0HD(USJU$)Can*&6112 JIBeny(7) 

gw an in; _th q 


1 Q£P1V PMACE OF GOLD (26) (B?) L Luffp 7 11 ID Dmritof [5] 

2 0- 15C2Q Emm COT (18 {DIG RUSH*) 6 U 10 RBansg) 

3 04-0060 FEVER SO BUEPQ) PBadey6118 RMMnra&> 

A 030X33 RED HMCHHME (172} J Haynes 6 1011 CHcCnnnek{B) 

5 002002 « 8 W BOW ( 3 ) way 6 1010 Guy tents 

6 51 S» CtASSK ACCOUNT ( 1834 ) J L£ne 9 109 COMR 

7 FP&05 QUQUIfflr(17)JUaciN6I0B El 

9 2-05330 SITWC+POSC (37) 0 UweOyn 7 10 7 

9 42-0000 BODS BET (38) MSB iCazs 9 10 7. 

10 0 PO- 1 Q 0 NORDUSPhWSUWBVBlO 

11 200005 SUL USE ( 7 ) P 4 10 1 

12 076050 JMKOWpqUsAfte^&siBlOO 

13 0060DS BswnapaiGiiriy7ioo 

14 fiPCWO BTT OF ROUGH (U)W <2% 7 100 

15 4W> REGWLJBST(4g] OMuny 7100 

16 PP0 A BUDGE TOO FM [7) Ms LI 

Mshjwimegw: 10a Ime tmsap 
9a at. ftesd JatSa 7fc. A fiaop Too fttrSnah 

BETTING: BoaC 6-1 Pataca of GeM, iu Banal Otj, 7-1 StB 

Hare. 8-1 Stifia a rus t, lo-ic hnrtc tec o un . 12-1 Rad Mm± Una, 34-1 
Hem So Bn. Nad Lp. 16-1 Jama, Qabaiy, 20-1 taA Bat Xriare- 
fln,2S-lathm 


Q 5Q I MIESMAtapAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS' 
*^1 D) £6000 added 3m UOjds 



1 51-1212 ABOUND IBEWtEBS tO Off! Dfiatwhewii 

2 1132-21 CH0PHBtCtaMIS(lligTE8aB«77uil^?M« 

3 34122P ewniwssm Mas am. riT iT’ »»*— vW 

4 amra nwREveraDBairmGBBMneguu boumi 

6 00 GRgarBEAffnflR Sana 711-8 

7 1HK202 IWSnCtSUMNGaaSBfl/llsJZlllwiuS 

9 Wf R Lea 6 11 □ 

aBTWfeSJia— maa^7^ChBaaacteha IMP- 

Jtm Raaaand Bart, UH Uyadc laic, 12-1 tawofcVM* mJC / 


.5 4P042P RATTOP C2Q(D) M W Eaaerty 611 3. 

6 24-1045 WOEWLLOtf CWJTVftfiSUtt 

7 133000 HRBSM(U9Waaygll0^i_ OijimMm 

8 264052 CASSKrSBOrC10)(Q{BF>1tEd4By&10 10 0 Jotests 

a 135(05 BQBoM 

“ pP” 50 ***EB0fWET 03} C^Srtcn 7 10 l__Saphia K0h±al (3) 3 
“ 'W PVhgfHmll 100 __ J Aamure to 

12 ,tWOP30 4HGHSSMH(3Q'iJO7te91020O-^-^ LCoonrm 

13 tgozn ^noouBfljaNWPD^inub-iia^ 

■ .'*• rjjir’aiaj ~ " ' ” 

11| i»'w|(S^4a?nan«i9a9t>,0oQBrgst9a! 

WJarwifti, isa Naadmod Pop. 
*** *■», »-l Daohr, 2S-1 Fa- serior 


4J25 


oroiuff i 


I3A5 


MR LOWTfT (393) L 3a-an 5 11 : 

REACH THE CUXJDS (50 J Upson 5 11 2 . 


-S Wynne 


AIJWEY WOODHOUSE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS £7,000 2m 4f 130yds 

4U3031 SBBUL PBtSMNB 09) |Q (DJ D Nknjban U 12 0— 

JUnhaao . 


NORTH west racmg maiden chase 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 47 lUfyds 

4ffl2« BMNEWHBlJPtttteyuT IlSSS 

24MB3 MINE MP 03 A Csnjgu.7~ 


5^e| BANG6lMI«)EEMABENNHFWrRACE 
(CtASS-H) £l^OO«kted 2m U 


RHUS MAJOR Q0) 0 MeCan 6 11 2 DWaU 

VADUWVS (HQ (21J 5 ftwwawS II 2 ADbMm 

MUKTADI (IQ laCy titles 4 11 0 PMren 

IESS0UE 129) G FWlSft 5 U 11 R Ben (71 

POT BUOOTD £1) R Lee 8 10 U .WUnan 

WWIE5CA5H UB ? 8t** n 10 8 J.CUiaWu(7) 

T45RH Us ? fcassr. i 10 3 OPan 

- IB declared - 

Horid, 4-1 laMhrih. 11-2 Mufatari. B-l IMbnqra, 10-1 B 
Brarewa*. 16-1 AHhreyPfct 20-1 Jrasofc, 25-1 ottere 


3 34142-5 OUim»Vffa)pSinTKaldr"712 0. 


P-55031 CtllCBUNCIHUfiBEIBqKf TEnatiyS 1112_JLNyer 
d 330215- AHDERMAIT [29^ CT 1 **&*? 10 11 1 W Morion 

5 222320 SRnHAantMCUnGBd(t(ig7U13__AM&iestV 

6 aicp-oi HaottBraiiGiMiaftiiioMi jtDn — e< y 

7 PJPQBS2 DOtJOSCl^ (B) TCakWl 10 100 — Mctad Btvmaa 0} 

-7dadarad- 

WrtTOJiT WG0K IDA True ftantScap ne^t DaSta 6n 9*. 

BEDBA 7ri FHey^ lOO^SflOlfenreAoa, 7-3 COBArtanCMMq^ 64 
OeaerU Ptntleg. 14-1 CMtror, 16-1 Anderaafl, 20-i Dottes 


0P4F4 F0RrZBRMAN(U)tftgSSnillh7117 4WMiaaR(7) 

40 UTTlE N0TK£ tll^ T FOGta* 6 11 7 

faa.CWK0j64)BC^rr«^8U7__-__jaT. 

040tW6 TUG Tt -'BFORaOOt (1^ 6 JalTKon rtaugta) ff U7 ' 

- -J** JAW HOSEBWtf (40| R Pnjj T 112 TjaSt 

11 2-5F4P3 P&R1 EPEE CSI D taacton B 11 2 - - 

' - 11 declared - . 

BBT. 5-1 Crane M, 7-lPaadBwe, B-iUMh 

[4551 ii®™ 500 HURDLE 

IZSrJ (CLASS E) £4|000 added fan 

1. 210033 SQ/mtUJ(EBDQn»o5120-. 

2 «aa m wwspw*(7}RH*«»aioiii0 

< 01202 BMUUtBaGfttfMfcBlli ,, 


-b : 'j 



511-10. 


1 awareo 0) 
-0 Barm (7) 


iWJrtasiiid-._ nr A 

ttaPWte 511^1 _Biy teats C3> 

* gaaas^^y.g 
■■^SsssstaBs 


-S ***1-0(71 


.xafac(7) 


-VMniRJL'faei’sn' 


DONCASTER 

L3t£ i. JACXBBN (W Fenonl S-J; Z (ad 
Smith 7-i fav. 3. PWk hchol 9-1. 9 ran. 
Hd. 1"-. '2 PoSmicU. Wantiiili Tote; l8.uo: 
£L.'0. El. 10. £2.70. DuH Forecasc £7.90 
Conourer Srswj^T Rxecasc £16.43. Tna 

ao 10 

2JB5: L ONETOUHSEVEN T LViSjdtsj 9-2; 
a NoufaH 1 li. 3. Muter Foodfarahaf & L 

10 ran, 11-4 fav Mage Conwwsjon. I 1 -., a 
J L f,-9 . Tote; £5.40 £1.B0. £1.60. 
£?JM. DF: £10.80. C5F: £36.05. Tncast 
£173 72 '-0- £22. CO. 

2J5: 1- WRA ;R Liepir.j 12-1; 2. Stfo 
33-1; 3- S»DtM» 6-1 /L-fav; 4. So M re- 
pH 12-1. 22 nm. &l jt-tav tAmsao 2'/.. 
r.h. 0 L E,re. Thns^t. Tote: £13.70: £3.00. 
£28.90. £1.70. £3 30. Oua' Farecasi: 
£3^.50. CST: £346. 78 Tnasc £2.43513. 
Tn-X £1.816.80 


3.10: LARIRIL DANE (MRotWtd 10-1: 
2. Sl^nm i ti S-l tan 3. Sharp Stadlle 10-1; 
4. Sandmeor ChaMbrajr 14-1. 23 ran. Y*. 
hd. (W Heaion-Ois. wrmj««Dn». Tote; 
£13.70. £3.90. £2.60. £2.20. £4.50. DF: 
£374X1 CSF: £.71,75 Tncasc £785 4a Tito: 
£ 111 . 20 . 

340:l.MimAKiMM0SJ U-4;2.N«I»- 
tucea U-l; 3. Hetfta» B-13 to. 8 ran. 
4, 2 -.. <5 HJls, Lambouml. Tote £3.40; 
£1.10. £1.70. £1.10. OF, £1350. CSF: 
£28.58. 

1.ZARQSK1 IM RotwrtS) 7-2; 2. T*. 
ta Ruflto 5-2 to: 3. Hanouratrio 12-1. 8 ran. 
vi. 1“*- (C Bntisn. NeumafteQ. Tote £5.40; 
£1.50. 0.30. £2.70. OF: £9.70. CSF; 
£12 47. 

Jadhpot: Na won. Pool ct £8,707.00 ca-- 
n« (ward to Done Mt ft ’ today, 

Ptoeepofc £135.90, Qtredpuk £1620. 
Ptoee 6: £59.80. Place 3,- 729S9. 


RACING RESULTS 


NEWBURY 

1^* 2. READY MONEY CREEK U Qs- 
terte) 11-2; Z AbweMy Eqrinm 11-4 
to. 3. Mennsonta 7-2, 14 ran. Vk, %. (0 
Stenraod. Upper Lameoun). Tote £4.60; 
£L30. £1.40. £L9a Dual Forecast £6.70. 
ComuutEr Stsaugnt Roraeast £1&85. Tna 
£9.50. 

2J&A 1- UNTON ROCKS (8 Row* 6-5 
to, 2_ Hatsham Boy U-fr. Z. Amber w. 
ter 17-2. B ran. 2, 2=A. CT Thomson Jones, 
Upper Lamboum}. Tate £220; £120. 
£120. Dual Forecast £220- Compute 
Stratffs ftrecaw £2.7a 
22» Z OWN EAGLE dams Basi 8-1; 
2. Uvsljr Eacoontar 15-6 to 3. Fades Lad 
9^1 19 ran. 2, hd (U P|». Wtenpon). Tote 

£8.10; £2-10. £1.40. £3.oa Dual Forecast 
£12.50. CompuBT Snag* Forecast Ftgna 
Tim £19.40. NRs: Ewr OmM. fWtoider. 



325: LraxPOMns WRIhonteS 7-4 
to: z Ardbraanan iomo: 3. RmOThCu. 
P**t2-1« 7 ran, 18, m. emslGwb, Nar- 
trenhl. Tote £2^0; £2.40, f.i rq cx^ 
Forecast £5.4a Computer Straps FPrecast 
£7>16. 

4.00: L TERAO ff J Muiphy) Wj .Z 
CJrengoTheAct 9 - 2 ; 3 .Ht*hAlttitud* 2 -l 
to s ran. 2 Vi, t 2 . (M hpa, weinaaru. iota: 

^90; £1.60, £2^40. Dual Forecosc £6.70. 


nr Boston. 

4^ii RH) RAJAilOstem^ 24;Z Fte- 
^ Pw * BW “- 1 - 4 "»■ 
2FA. 16. (P Mcncd, NmnariaO.TMe: 


W6t£S27. 

+"4"* «A5Q. 
Pteca R £28.75. Place S; 0020. 


KELSO.. 

, ‘ M^f;MNOFAI«MAW 0 S(jmte^ 
to2.aaUCtamOc5-2;3.CteAOraMrete - 

sg&ssfitsr&gi-. 

7°“ ^ ® ABan}. Tote £8.40; el an 

"jaBaassnasag: 

■*S&k u i5!S3KgSg$ 

CB* £29287,1 teuSsSStSerDii:- 

»aa 5 SfSBK 3 S£ 


5 mo. 2-ijMai Whsat fane Mm 
dtetetMe^'rate£220: » ir 
' re £5.70. CSF: £925. 

• - amuE mt m Btetw 

to. 2 .ftoydJestoM,-a.OH *«0 

.gggg»»c-^i 

nater, «m 42-1; 3. fto fibnndi 

- IV*. 3 

£2 ^°- a 

■ CSF- £152.49. Wk 

_ JSW-WSIEhHOSStAltebte 

‘ g -- ten t ftnr Queainge-T; 3. Oraaw 
WVewn). Tote 

£140, •moi.sumg?' uaI 
: vast., e^MK..-. . ..77 

. £tS^te.i»fcace’5c£l&£3 












,> ij&pj 
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to dawn for Nicholls 


GREG WOOD 


Many and varied are the insults 
which have been hurled at the 
Lincoln in recent years, not least 
by punters wherfeel they have. 


\^Tfcfeh«ge azif 
wfeafr^saie ttuejg&atifie of the 
ijdcolh may 'have gone - the 
fact that the draw can play 
such a crucial but unpredictable 

cole in:. the result m ^y have' 
much to did with that -but with : 
50-1 the. field: available this 


Vbvenbelincota course and dis- 
tance yesterday produced a 
''Winner from stall sre who came 
up the middle of the track but 
would clearfy have won from 
anywhere. There are also obvi- 
ous pacesetters drawn dose to 


w 


we irm season »nouhe race, it 
was,' should tak&halfarihpurto 
sift through the fonh fente 1997 r 
renewaL However. -batter yornr . 
memories; so badferworibyof 
the description could deny that ; 
today's feature race k a 
na ting con test i - . r. 


start ^s^ifig^p fdtiost tima; . 

lenge,_the Uncohi--k ' 

- ing — anddemotaHsmgMare : 
is ihe probatile'otdcoine' - tail 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
• HAPi«4bot 
. (Doncaster 3-40) . 
Iffifc Shew Danzig 
' (Doncaster 4^L5) 


sisa< 


in the : betring'iant ^5ch; 

should JaslrijnfB the. Craven 


Ahaddodi 
though, itethat.&fcc 


. JTOMWKY 
14S SenoriaBefarftt is best aufo- 
tances short of this 'three miles: 
VAUANT WARRIOR has also' 
done most of his racing over 2 ’ft 
miles, bat is more Jftdy tobe stay- 
ing on at the finish today. -- 
□CD ’ 




berth rails, and another in the 
middle^ so one useful filter is de- 
nied ta us. - 

. '• Study the ferrm and weights, 
however, and. the list of possi- 
ble whiners can be swiUy re- 
duced to little more than half 
a dozen impipving horses who 


should still be a step ahead of 
the handicapper. Grand Musi- 
ca, Kuala Lipis and New Cen- 
tury are the most obvious 
candidates, wh3e AJamein and 
Tumbleweed Ridge, Sky Dome 
and Hawksley HiU must also be 
respected, albeit simply be- 
cause of the confidence they ap- 
pear to be carrying into the «ce. 

TUmblewecd Ridge, inci- 
dentally, is also carrying some - 
thing far more significant, since 
he is the second leg of a doa- 
ble placed ty Brian Meehan, his 
trainer, which started with Mr 
Mulligan's 20-1 success in the 
Gold Cup. The name which 
stands out, though, is NEW 
CENTURY (nap 3A0), who can 
boast every attribute you could 
wish for in a potential Lincoln 
winn er. In winning form on the 


all-weather this year, he is gen- 
erously weighted on his best 
form and Has a liking for big 
fields, as his victory in Iasi sea- 
son’s Thiisk Hunt Cup demon- 
strated. Add the fact that David 
Nicholls. his trainer, has saddled 
several major handicap win- 
ners in his short career, and his 
chance is obvious, even if today’s 
race is not the culmination of 
a long, carefully-crafted plan. 

“He was going to run over 
hurdles." Nicholls said yester- 
day, "which he did at Wether- 
by when he finished third, and 
the prize-money for that was so 
poor that I persuaded the own- 
er to run him on the all-weath- 
er at Wolverhampton. He won 
that and he didn't get a penal- 
ty, so he’s 71b better in for the 
Lincoln than he would be if he 


the'cOncesson of..- «nnniljga Iinlf7^Kls haftd- 


| in peak farm 

15lb to fOKESUI^s tfitngs -r - a — 

favour of Sirrcfi GfiifiTfas’iritamer.' • ’ SF?? ® R 41 ** 0 

This is more his trik& tharrSaaikiwn,'^ IP s.tiS 100yds coolest at 

where hewSfth 

rm ;■ \^ptasp9cuwmaaa&L-s4wt,sB* 

tvJL;: < n, mas^. ‘ odsesfitfrom the a&yiteafifer and 
2J5. Robert Thornton s 51b.cl&inr ata n,n wi»i/fVwr» 

am help POTTEK^rCALElo deJyV- 

top weight She like* to bearish - : r V >' 

hooves ranle'whfle several of . TTriw, . . 

day's rivals have b ear j- 
their form on easier jpriimd, 

DONCASTER -' 


340: DAMETIME, a highly aid- .. 

liable one-length runner op tp : 
Crimson Tide xh JJk . Hough too - 
Stakes over 7f at NesrtiaAet last 
October, should make a shuU - 
ihree-ycor-oM this year. Crt^gSerar 


'Gqnfi in last year’&'Qiieen’s Vase" 
arRoyai Asbot aod ^th 1 to Shan- 
tou in .tbe^St Ltgrr texe, has less 
to do andean oun*ay Sheer Dwzig. 
■r fryj ’ ■ • - . 

4)45r ; 'ASTKAJ£, who won listed 
raakbeltariidiiLE»Wl^:£ antamn, 
godcl vtSkWtf bet atft-5 vath 

Coral amJI^dbiokiis.PasslOn For 


may pose roast problems. - .... life may bet he dangCT. =. 



was on the all-weather. He's in 
good form and he'll give a good 
account of himself.” 

Today could be one which 
Nicholls will long remember, 
since his Venture Capitalist, to 
be ridden like New Century by 
Alex Greaves, "his wife, will go 
to post with a leading chance in 
the Cammidge Trophy, a List- 
ed event. Here, though, it may 
pay to side wnb another of the 
brightest prospects in the new 
generation of trainers. Gay 
Kelleway, who saddles the re- 
juvenated Astrac (4.45). 

The search for other winners 
is best directed towards New- 
bury, where Lucia Forte (2.15) 
must go close in the valuable 
mares' handicap hurdle, and 
Blair Castle (1.45) also goes to 
post with every chance. 


Camnridge Trophy Stakes -Doncaster 4.45 


Horae - 

Coral 

WRRareHB 

Llte.nta. 

Tote 

Passion For Ufe 

7-4 

7-4 

7-4 

2-1 

Romtetafff 

- 2-1 

11/4 

5-2 

11-4 

ventm CanHaHtt 

11-2 

SI 

5-1 

0-2 

Astrac 

B-l 

9-2 

tei 

4-1 

Easy DoDar 

10-1 

30-1 

tei 

9-1 

WandoeThM 

20-1 

. 16-1 

16-1 

20-1 

Kina Of Peru 

25-1 

20-1 

254 

25-1 

Pa*Wi»Wre« ; 

25-1 

25-1 

■' 20-1 

— asa 


Each-nay a Atfr Gte oMs. pfaoas 1, 3, 3 


3.40 



Coral 

IMfltem HH 

Udbrahre 

Tula 

Atanafci 

7-1 

tel 

10-1 

B-l 

HmtatevW 

10-1 

tel 

tel 

10-1 

Koala Unis 

10-1 

10-1 

10-1 

10-1 

New Century 

10-1 

10-1 

10-1 

tel 


10-1 

10-1 

10-1 

10-1 

Tumbleweed Md» 

10-1 

tel 

tel 

10-1 

teand Muslea 

10-1 

10-1 

10-1 

12-1 

RrertaC Mnstni 

14-1 

12-1 

12-1 

12-1 

Russian Music 

M-l 

ie-1 

1B-L 

12-1 


20-1 

itei 

14-1 

20-1 

Cartwtm 

25-1 

20-1 

25-1 

25-1 

Kata Sunrtta 

14 1 

25-1 

lfrl 

25-1 

Sabot 

20-1 

25-1 

13-1 

Itel 

SUM RMua 

2E-1 

25-1 

16-1 

20-1 

wrmtte Rock 

25-1 

20-1 

20-1 

25-1 

Bantam VaAev 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 


25-1 

25-1 

33-1 

25-1 

Patar Natter 

25-1 

33-1 

33-1. 

25-1 

Hazard A Guess 

33-1 

40-1 

33-1 

33 1 


33-1 

25-1 

40-1 

33-1 


33-1 

25-1 

40-1 

33-1 

tanus 

40-1 

60-1 

40-1 

33-1 

LaMIte Fuaaa 

40-1 

50-1 

50-1 

50-1 

Ptaor Street BH 

40-1 

50-1 

50-1 

33-1 


Each-Hoit a quarter tfte odds, panes £ 2. 3. A 


t : . 


tST*. 

+*• f 


m 


i to 


uCl 


. «Y Tgr«(H< - • 

2M Captain Briady 4J5 VMtMander 

Z30 NomoreMrNicaeuy ■. 4^5 Astrac * 
3j 00 Danetbne . . ; 

a 40 New cmrtiry 


18 OD»-MmM»^tMsNM<MAtaJ«vnsdenSS. 
IB i320SU ACXHUSH (1521 IPosk A SnM] a RdVmeI B 4 

20 OSS- B0LUHlS)BrU^HSirNdWfesSiD04TEa8bW83~ 

21 36420& MMIA&tuqiBShH) JQi*mB3 

22- 53&~mnVMIMa3a^Mn4Kk>;S2. 


-JIlMDnU 


J Cam 14 

-1 Qcto? 


-JtattaDajar(3)12 


- 22 Hsctaed- 

mrattO-l mm M, M IMUom Wn, u-l Kohh* rn Itacv. Htavwetao^ JvUM- 
Tta, 12-1 TbdndMl, Satangsodagila, 14 Dak* VBa, man Do>pt,rAl Bata ttny, 1 Caft R»- 
M*b*r l iat!i Bev, IfrinAqwti, Rude Aneknofe^, DcwUc Oak], Imjr Dmm, ImM, 20-1 Mtacs 
1B9& Staacfi 3 311 Q9ZBM 18-1 (R tmnVEOcO H an 


GOING: <k>ud to Ptcm- .. ' " ' • • 

WT AfJJi- ay. -<n»A | - • -t,. - . 

D9L&W AUVAWTACBt Lorn winiicrKiiiiiy tM-boUA <%JMdkaBtmn(lta(nel 
■ Lcfl-tand, {«s>«tau>eawHBetatI)nB0jdnlBlK.>^ .. . - 

M Coerw is Sttr ^fttro^t oncaaerCg*.- 

fw 3D encto«iT«rri^rAra'FVt ^ 


2£1 


GAf4S80ROUGH SPRMG STAKES (CLASS C)^000 
added 3V01m (Straight) 


MM 


FMMQMDE 

OBTNED FEAtUftCm juven* wins mere gamed on fast pound and she showed her well- 
being wtth a second lo Can Bom Bam at WOhorhampton (7ft three weeks ago. «*mata 
should stay ju4£d on hto fine axtfim the Britannia Handcap at Royal Asetn. forw*uch ne 
pcs a 90 pun with the seam Russian Music. Kawkstay HU was rock-staid last season. 
He ts fancied to cQofcm CanttrtlBEsnta farm Sky Dome. Koata L^ils is (snewaa fo ft- 
vBrseWtolwHtraniptori running with Mew Centoy despite b€mg 51b worse off. Grand Must- 
ek form wnh Kata SunHn at York would nol seem good enough. RoddWee has been 
backed at fency pneas. but the beta a stem test after ms layoff. Roving Minstrel, me win- 
ner b 1395 Bnd second last year, could easBy maw me frame again despite reiumrg from 
a tengbiy layoff- Last year's winner Strew Ridge warts Hie ground sorter, but Garburton is 
a pass! billy, nsving wortied «eA recently m blinkers. Selectio n : DEFINED FEATURE 


1- .25Z3&- ffiUW (156) <DAhcle£nifit ft Neman 93. 


AwlfMl 





1 - P0SS1M (UQ (MesemenK) L b fena Sban SIOj U Channori 9 3 PaMBUMyll 

14 HAYES W (4fl m WaiEWWl) TUBS 91 SSHdmB 


MBM-AND COPYWG DONCASTER SHIELD STAKES Ff^ 
(CLASS B) £1X650 added lm 4f ™ 


12- MUM SPARK (3U)TQ(FiBrtiaa5)WTivnBr91. 
-All- OMBRE psapntMN Magana 13. 


JTSpMtaX 


, 2fl Vrtnnans ftthn ]S0 nnmers ‘ 

ole rtotaof£SL3«!(Mfe^T«Mto»Sl Vwt4tsfte«<-t«8W;'R Bffl*-26 wtonm, 

1 42 nnuiera. 17^y-40NB7»1b»4,K tani mta n ~(tjfc.wtaneta, 4M tanarss, 9JJ1*. 
414419; M JaltatfnU'-: f4 *tae»s. J3HTntWj^.l0,lW, ;47n.0B.- 

KXira^>roatf 'mro&rtabtwn t»4t0. 

WINNERSWl^ SEVEN »^Tti*gbg(Z30twoBWM v ert MugMu cnaKpria(y.. 
UONG-IHSTANcixOWfl^ Rtartn itac f 3-401, M*jarCh*»«irk.l3)iA*rtc - 
(4 4G)»u 24 VTQites^lSbteGwf®le^t>«reWtv'««ibe,Doii«;T^ Petite Ihtee* 
rJ401«»nL24llMl^tcftQ , Saai^flSa W Wl' l ir< l mb«^0^ . 


2-10321 raoraniAUDNIMimOEBIlpRftoditandBia 

1. hRCSGiiE R»« (Q (Platt Pmmotens LW J GoeOen 8 13 . 


JtaEbtayB 


St MlISMSAL (144) (DJ^btoxnAl IftllDUTiJB Hitt 813- 
411- QMKfelAR (MQ 87 1 Andl J FMm 8 11. 


-riitabmu 

^LMOnlU 

jwa 


JJHmtail 


t/100- PBOSPgTOR , S OCWEPB6) (Seracai BacwgJ Peerce ^90- 
0- CHAJ-YOUSa) WckVineyl JOO 7B 12- 


.B Brt —2 

_G DtdWd 1 


0006-02 HAMt CHANGE (171 (The Tw) h One ftvwwhqi) Mto Gay He*svay 5 8 12 J) HUtond 3 
132S20- SHBEKaMZH(X33)(9J*ta«frAimgmicSB12.-^. UMferU 



ID 431219 

JJ. 122623 IfiURW (tlS« (17)(&r*sof JheKK Hr R B BettsscrJ P Ke8<wey 8 H HWoiT 

12 (C42l- POUHFUtOTC*sa}(ajjnh 0 UttfchaniFtameflsi#MJortCTin 811 I W tarerB 

- 12 Ordered - 

BEhVW ?4 MHdan, 4-1 Gtadevar, M WndMow HtBca, 5-1 Mar Rlpd, 3-1 Itanlnl, »1 
Mtai tawk, 13-1 Mtay Aeetaned, Met 1*4 taectaMi, Hayes Wagr, HW «■»» 

■ 199b Adaitf 3 8 U B Do)fe 7-2 ICE BtttW 5 an 

FORM GUIDE 

HANDSOME VSBGE, who ten hb stablemate Nnth Chord on Ns debut here In Nwembor, 
tooks usefti. Th&gtxmd wfl be a lol faster, but tfw yard has hit form Hits week. Newcas- 
Oe maidan wtnner Oamtkne cau^n a tartar tn Derby hope Cnmaon Tide m the Houtfitrifi 
mwewrhatliat aid « bound to gnwB. Last season’s BrocMesfay States wbnartadfanSpeHt 
was brer a neck second to Proud Nndw et Ytoik In May. Ha could ba susped aw this longer 
wp. Mnelcai won Wa maldan after a good Gbmmg behind indscreei m the COmtaM at 
York, but could need boner pound man thb. a remark which apnkes to Polar FfeR* and 
. J«lh«r AaotbareeG. Dud Eaunrack winner Hayes Way has mots to do. But Ctatfewr « 
;the type m progress, Seb c tl oe: HANDSOME RM3GE 


033124- DESQT KH0AM (308) fig (Easy Nodi r^nnB4iolNCafe0wi 4 8 10 .-Rat Eddery? 

060000- HDHllEai MUMS (15^ Ikfletna (bong) N Baflbao; 4 8 10 TSptacS 

224126- (MUMHMlBt (1S9) (MaMoum Al MNaam} B HfeJ 8 10 JMHRsfi 

TdKtaod- 


BOTtlfe 134 VWliwniidnr, 2-1 Sheer Paralft 6-1 Derert Mowtfata, 7-1 MrtarChMee. 12-1 Prntpec- 
tert Core, CM-Yo, 334 Nerthere Drams 
1998: Aflu* 4 9 4 w Careon 5-1 (B W H*si 6 rsn 

FORM GUUE 

MMmrander would seem the upca r efnee ort fw sorn m the St leff* and close fourth In 
the Queerft vase, nut wrong hurdterCHM-YOcodd surprise . He was soUtraveilmg strong, 
ly when a feler two out In me imperial Cup a fortnight apt. IMth Wllawander possiWy warn- 
mg a bit further, Ow-Yo is taken to suronse hm. end also top-notch hand icapoer Sheer 
Dendig (ntabmate of recent Mnner Rn» Keen), who has always produced Ms best on pound 
with a bit of dig m it Desert Mountain, a winner from LXirano over hurtles I2deysag>. 
may also find this gnxnd on me fas ode. Cetectten: OHAI-YO 


Or cammidge trophy stakes (class aj (Listed /a , 
^■"***1 Race) £16,250 added 6f V** 


SM\ 


STS 


Mnw •rhui 

■B£ttW«^'«H!aaarUa^B3L 

C rt t a.a 6 M B UfrtfcttesH Wrte? 13=J 


BMMUWIEinWOata feti 13 lUwy TU- 


DvnrePP 

-jfbb*9 


KTfflC 3-1 0* IMhi, MWMfAr the Mota.54 Me, Civtafe »tay, 

10-1 Hob* S<ga, Jta Me, E-iOW^'lA-lMi^r«k-Oenbw,-»lettirs . 
i99tt Wr^mBET 2 B&TQwfri W« Cnamrt ll nr > ’ 

2J3QI MARdHiwirt^ 3Vo 


WORTH&tGTGN UtCOLN HANDICAP (CLASS Bfl 
£80000 added lm (Straight) 

222320- tfDS3IIWiaD$K(M8}(71hH6a«iftnnHSh(4liEG^Kfltewy49 lfl^DHeBinil 11 

22124- BMHl NISRA (U^tlWh 3 IRck^iaaMng 4 B 13 0600122 

(GOO-12 tiav csnwtir {141 (CO)(BF) ^ a 6 *>jd 5 IDCk Lxri 0 NWn*5 8 12 IfetaMl 

202300- RWXQ WTSIBB. (320) (CO) OAs J McMaTiori B SkMohcn 6 S 11 RCocfemS 

440-222 SABOT (MJ pf)(Qiy Reed) CThomon 4 BIO DareMdlHMilS 

3P043-2 DOWQ) FEATURE (2*5 (Don* W trtrEcn) Dr J Sca^i 4 2 10 MMel 

£00050- a»EIBD66(132HOMIMBDiKHw*WtW9H»«»569 Bare 01941 7 

+£3423 Httm HOStEHCMI P) mw He- Wndw Fncnnyl Win A HaraS S 9 SSeedmlB 


161602- PASSIOH FOR UFE (154) (D) (Chao MOasI G Lems 4 9 7 Pal Eddery 1 

022300- VBtlUlE OlMtAUST (211) (D| (W G Sneni D MrtiobS 9 7 -Alai&MWsS 

064111- ASI1MC P 20 | (CD) iT L BeecnAj Mss Gay Mfewny CBS OKMaadB 

203200- BtSTIXXL«£3aiJOTiaMnGuttyUdlS6o»y5 62 A Oat 4 B 

000625- HNS OF raw (165) (OJ fl. Fuoj A JaiWs 4 9 2 ft i 0 "Connof 2 

UTCW ROm APFUDSE (ISO (CO) Mrtdoun Al Mdmml B rife 4 9 ? J4Ms7 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

8 

7 032054- VWUMMS TBE (238) (P) IF C T WBonl B Medal 4 9 2 MTl«Wtl3 

8 100100- PWSY BRSRS (175) W <J « Ones) J Moore 7 8 U L Dettori 5 

-8dedarad~ 


1 2S400- 

2 24211-1 

3 221S40- 

4 341020- 

5 43052- 
C 2501+0 
i 331-432 
3 331-525 
a 021100 
10 <16000 

U 225601 

12 323233 

13 00210 
ie too 
15 01-5301 

26 aim 

17 0626- 


a»6*r#«a*tttwd9 7- — 

:(EUD) £Dbiwiao«tw5jrtSota.(a» a ftevHia 6 ~omom • + 

A (X09) fllliaR?rt6 C ftAuw W-£-~iL_*»_RCd«iwJ3 

XOH P A WC^alj^falwrS UMcflMhmz. 


PM BPWp psag TOtoTO ATHECMiaM u., I .■IJgtawrRl 

l|£SSS®ff!?miSScSpI^?o|Sf^^^iiSa 

s^Aassssasa^fl 

wear foffitOa »«* 812-.^ 

ta«MMy7)ta0lania>^vvf<tdr8xi^ H y 


262SUV HMKSIEYHU.CMQ)f))(P RC Mansard Ms Jtaf»sriai489 IFaUMB 

10 011006- SKY DOME (L40j(0)(Mls5 0JMBEai) M Tarnpies 4 8 7 j M HM* (3) 23 

U. 0033490- HONIBS OF BHQRA (208) |p) (Habeit (Seans) J Bahai 7 8 6 IDMI17 

12 D0&5W- KAUSWMSE[»ft(D)(AENeemam5CSfrWi486 Jft&oiB 

13 160610- VimH£ROatpn3)SayFbEBRadng^nrtcare)MsMIfedey4 86 SDadeyS 

14 £416+ SUlAUPtS (USA) m (D) MtH Stor Aftnad SrnW P CrtMS 6 TQ*n2l 

16 43US3- AM»lUSNOBfe(lfersjkDeKi>Bilota«WHa^s48 5 Ifttalll 

15 MBjSf- MCHBMS Mb tB)G2 UBS MQomS BS JWMderyW 


BETIMft 7-4 PnskM Par UM, 5-2 Royal Apptoosa, 11X2 Astrac. 61 Veotm CapHafist. 10-1 Eeqr 
Doftar, lAvL Wdrefeg Ota 20-1 Paby tames, Nng Of Peru 
1808: Fire Dam 4 92 R Hutfws 11-1 IR Hetnani 8 on 
FORM GUIDE 

ROYAL APPLAUSE, who led tor tour lurtangs n the Group One Haydoek Stwrtt Cup, has 
plenty gang to him. Astrac beat Drffiflere here m me Usted Wentworth Stakes. He toUowed 
lb at Ewy. Raasloa Ftor LHto was in form early last season and returned from a three- month 
break to finsh a fine second to Russian Revival at Newmarket venture CapflaOst has 5/6 
extra tor ns Group Three Duke Of York win from Branson Abby last May - Passion For Life 
beaten just over two lengths in sixth. Selection: ROYAL APPLAUSE 


17 U5QQ03- TOHBfiBrai MDBE (IAS) (TomC fcMDO d PartnacNo) B Meehan 48 5 — IWMtlB 

IT . 0013- PBSEf SfflST QRL'mQ C R Mole (BartuyJ) M Boalej 48 5 R Pertain » 

IS 051001- HAZARD A GUESS C163) |C) (Ccrtabco txh 0 ficnofe 7 8 4 I n — D ata (I) 14 

20 210230- HHJWEST (0S^ B17) (0) [Pad Green) N dahar 583 CMtar2 



j Stans Y 


:21 23£ltfl feBBSSAWaiEYfUfl KMm*«r WUIaart PBu0aS82 

22 L90QO4 OfflWBONOTWlBHFar) JGtae4B2. 


LM MW* j.w.er- 

IEVBUH) (Jiffl m®* as MCharxca Sfl . 

SH«E«tifliiri»5txa«BfartBHfe8f 


BU J Q«ta« 22 

jnktdtof* 
JtltafeyS 

'tttf 

tt 


23 160680 MMOStS) (E) {M P Bute's 5ai Fe«n*» SbMbtoii) T D Baton A 8 2 - 

24 311030- LAPEWEFUSSflSl) 84 T Bsuanl RtTSuMcn 08 1_ 

-24ihcttmd- 



Tel SELBY MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) BSflOO added to stakes 
~l3TO0f 

CC2+ C4DENJX CKR (176} IN N Btoenei B Nil 9 0 MWs8 

00UWY anz IR Cotemanl J W«ts 9 0 8DufWd5 

00 ®WHTAJB7S RJ0RT (8) fL A Mcrgml R HttesHMd 9 0 W Ryan J. 

42- IIBLE HKH (234) Ifiaygan Utf) U Channan 9 0 Pal Eddery 7 


PROMMBir (Ptarirn Racaig Ud) tas J Ramsder 9 D. 
242500- IDE GW FOR (142) iG Y+ntaker) B McMahan 9 0- 


~J Fartane 2 




BSDRBe 8-1 Tarebtamed Mgs, 9-1 keafciley M, 10-1 AttmH Ktafe UA Nta Bentay, Sky 

Dem» 13-1 feead Knica, Hntag Mbatni 16-1 Reektace, Hasstal Miaie, 20-1 bta Seadse, 

Start, 9te> radge, Yfettle Rock, 2S4 ttataed Mare, CaAvtan, HweNta, 33-1 cfltare 
09ft Stone 4 8 7 Dane OYfeO 33-1 PI Hannori) 24 ran 


3+ MD SKY (123) (The Goto Perastepf M Hegtor-Eds 9 G 

0- SR8D MRACXE (196) IM A Kha\i M Bel S 9 

~8dadamd- 


.RCodnane 6 
— S Dane 4 


-M Fenton 3 


BEnWB: S-4 Wto H01, 52 Cmtoaux Cher. 5-1 The flay Fox, 6-1 Stent Urade, 8-1 WBd Sky, 12-1 
Prontoeot, 14-1 Cobra? Wo, 33-1 HesttyartT* FSgftt 

1988; Green Barnes 3 9 0 J Weaiw <-l lU kmwoni 15 ran 


’+ 




mis takes Top 
for quick step 


EyetfTbp, one of five British 
nmnets- in next Saturday's 
Dubai World Cup. worked with 
his fearirfeorse. Tone For Action, 
"at Nad. Al. Sheba yesterday 
nkarnina- The 2,000 Guineas 
second, trained by Mask Tomp- 
kins,- worked seven furlongs 
under Richard Hffls, quicken- 
ing tlSe tempo nearing the line. 

- Michael Stouten Japan Cup 
wmner, Singspiel, the mount of 
Jerry Bmley in tbewcrrld's rich- 
est race, had a relaxed morning’s 
exercise. It was a similar story 
for Mark Johnston's Bijou 
DTitdc, who was merely re- 
quired Lo dO a steady canter 
round the course ahead of sta- 
lemate Gothenberg. 

Clive Brittain's Loso lim- 
-bered no with a canter over a 
mjJCwrm Neetfie Gun. who is 
'earmarked for the World Cup 
reserve race, the Dubai Duty 
Free, aiong with Gothenberg. 


>£TfBS 


RACING SERVICES 

mm 26 i + 



Ul I 1.H '• i f- V, ! ( - 

0891 261 970 


TPS FPtiQW E ORDERS TO: 01536 762860 




P63MW COOlECAtr (12S) L VAit, U 1C 8 — PHds 

4QC5P CAW SfflOO (40 ) ) Jcsepfl P 10 7 PShynw 


HYPERION 

1.30 Seattle Alley 2.05 Buckland Lad 
2.40 Ruth’s GaiehkF 3.20 Little Martina 
3,45 Prince Buck 4120 Tm A Dreamer 


0-50CC5 ALMKKCOUMiflDE 110) (feMlWiec 10 ID 5 

W McFarijnd 


400210 RUTHS 6AMBLE (6} TO (BF) Ih'j LJwwS 9 10 3 

- J A McCarthy V 

00-P rAfeSTm’fWSE(40)Jft*4On6M0 ADickOB 

3P-OPO TIGANA(2] Mis L JMKl S 100 KBotaV 


GOING: Chase oounre - GocwHo Ftra: Hurdle* - Good u> Plnn 

[Good patches In bade arelghi). 

■ Left-bund, .sharp wndukomg cotose. Run-on* SOOyda. 

« Course bSE of town on 03058. UngfleM *adon (served by 

Loiform, Vlnori.) «So™ ‘-ourad- AHMlSSION: Mnnbers SJ 3, 

Finally Enclosure 59. CM PABt Chih S3; remainder free. 


-Udedorad- 

Mfrihnvm trelgm: 10 st True hamficao wjghls. Tapasny Pose 9s Nb. 
T’gurs 5W 71b. 

BETme S3 9ta^ Sbdta. 94! DHrttay. S 1 Yfelaw Draem, Gi Rutn 

OreMa, 10-1 Solpt Mkntan lore, 14-1 Caw Breca. 20-1 AkMok Coton- 

nade. 2S-1 Cooleota, Tlgaaa, 33-1 Tapestry Rose 


E*TtI 


i(vtamf|,TVeiH(v(- 

Bored) (2.40); Napotate’a Gold (3110). 

WmNEta W IKE EAST SEVEN OAXB: Thtanjra Gift (4 JS11 
wan here on Sa wnli j. 

LONG-mSUNCE SDKBEBSe RGBeMani I « (2.401 « r» A 

Drareer (4^0) tare been an 188 mflre by Mm M Rowland from 

lowreBSdm«dLN(«i8;tateMiltnEn«a HS3nflfsfe-CPaphun 

ftgnaaafegfeSBga- 


CHRIS PYE 50TH BIRTHDAY NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,075 added 3m 

1 U 212RJ um£ MARTHA [Ug (fe P Gnaefl 9 U 5— ■ J R K Tnmnigi 

2 P6P-0P KAPMEOrrS COLD (17) AF«er7114 D Monti B 

3 2223UO kSWWDTCJSJjaiRVOS li * P»de 

-SdectaM- 


BOTIMG: SG UHta Uarttoo, arena Wee Btady, 20-1 Napofeon^ Gold 


H»EN HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £1400 

added 3m 


130 


NEWUEAP MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) 

£2350 addttJ-4T0 2m lKjyds 

5 iUtawratSTJCOBrenUO IBKateatfi 

F0 eYNCDIdHNnadiJtaiBnUO Ul 

L Moore U0. 


F21-P3P COLDMAL lEiYiaim MS OGkmI 91212 J4rCW0M® 

521-F3P PRO BONO (38) A Mor^n 7 12 12 UrADotaom 

CPCPr- WYAl &VT fSl5) A ?? 1? £..Jto-*i«t™w Marti* f7) 

PR8KEBUCX M Hube'B 7 12 5 HtPItacfoogPI 



5 R122fe RUN FOR FRS (756) (CO) Mre hBUD 5 — Mf AMO) 
- Sdedared- 

BETTM6: 2-1 Pita* Buck. 54 Coioata XMy. 7-2 Rm For Fkce, Pre Bono, 
13-1 loyal GM 


)• AtajK IP" 1 Obtanate, SBma- 
33 -i ic RM mows 


A ofl I CUMMER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3D00 added 2m HOvds 


T255 


MALCOLM AND SUE NOVICE HANDICAP 

CHASE (CLASS F) £3475 added 2m 


1 £-24124 HAfflUSfW) jeWoct! ?120.. .WQM«rex(7) 

2 443131 TnrarreajT(7)fCfeGLl*in>71113 JIBateketam 

3 1-45310 MA DRE4H9I(!1B] D) MsMAMM 7lCil2.Gaqr Ilona 

4 01F- 104 C0URAOB0US KNKKT (329) p) P Harces) B IP 0 ... 

J»HaatoyBj 


1- 312-312 BuaRAIPlAD(7)W fWP Ofcw* B 1110-1 Ra reaiM g h 

2 0004-46 NMmW.flBBBBE(UO)rupsonT119 Baiylyooa 

3 301400 FANEPARR (19) C ffiplewi 9 10 13 LA apd(3) 


4-OCStofW- BBOfrsai*0*KS^JPCta)n91fl4 TJtTSitesw 

5 5-OPf4FEMJSOROttW J«4*»61fla AOfetao 

G CMUFB0 MRGIERPWtGUM{M) ATunel7303 «■ 

- - 6 dadamf- - 


- 4 declared - 

MMiauii «a0ic IQU. Tma ton&ao ne(ptf: Coufa^nc KmgnJ SsJ W0. 

BQTMB: 13C Martre, ISGta A Drearear, M TlehertyS 6R, IB-1 Coreaa- 

fouKaiea 


BOTWO: M 9udd»ta lad, S-l NhBoM Gaoige, M Mater Pandas. 

12-1 AnrfWOMJjIlEff St*. AfeMf 




CHELSHAM 5ELUNQ IfCftP HURDLE 
(CLASS (5*32375 added UOyds 

1 043531 0Baa*rtailBb(»s9lllD Artatetataf7jB 

2 20-QDP0 MteWUll bet W Uta URomlwd 9 11 6_Jaiy taona V 

9' 0000-53 S«8NSMrflnBp)Ql.Mkue8U4 IRKtarntfl 

4 361F06 IBUWOMMItttS) * Phare 4111 P Hanley (3) 

5 041043 SOmta»OH}JgMn61D13 Dlltaila 


■ The Jockey Club yesterday said it “can't fore- 

see any problems" in the Tbte using Frankie Det- 
tori for promotional activities. There are rules 
governing associations between bookmakers and 

jockeys, who are strictly forbidden from betting 
as a condition of their licence. The Jockey Club s 
spokesman, John Masse, said: “Horn what we hate 
been told, Frankie will just be promoting the Tote 

as a form of betting which is different from as- 

sociating with bookmakers." 




■ & 


1 


sport 






1.15 VaKant Warrior 
145 FocestaJ (nt») 

2.15 Potter’s Gale 
2.50 Hisar 


HYPEMON 

3.20 Koo’s Promise 
3.55 CLASSY LAD (nap) 
4.30 Country Beau 


GOING: Chase roursc - Guud b> Firm, 1 luniks, - Guod l vralcred). 

B Left-hand MUM "rtLh t4iff frnr->. 

Cnunie Ls souitvesKi i>f inwn raw .VI4 . ADMISSION: Member? S 14 i.lumon. 1S-I1I 
Talicrsalb SB: Silver Ring 1 4 l OAFS half prirvl. CAS PASS: SnieJumad car furk 
ii, remainder (ret. 


SIS 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH R TONERS: O NkbolMHi — ‘JO winners iron 1 15, 
runners Rhres a success nUu nr^G.i%t, and a profit in a SI level awdw of S0.04; N Hen- 
derson — 21 winners, HM runner*. 20I5Hs -4ft 57; O Sherwood — 16 winners. 05 
runners. 24.0%, -S 12.01 ; M Pipe — I i rmners, 92 runners, 162%, -S.IO.'VI. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Onbnrne — in winners, IM ndo. 26 (VV -S3.05; R Dnn- 

miady — OM winners, I2S refc?., I Jifi; A Uajidrr- Jtf winn-ss. 1 1- r**.w, 

17 0*6, +S17JS: C Uewenyn — If. winners, 109 rWk», lft.84», -SB. 42. 
BLINKERED FIRST TIME; Doat Mind If I Do i2iWi. Lm* AbUbbs liFtoj. 
WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Red Branch (3.2ft) *wi al Fnnnmil nn Tu-vufaj- 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Rad— pog 1 1 .45) & Delay Days (2.15) haic been msii 
272 mil™ try J Howard Jnhiwui ftvm i'hhiV. To Durham, Vali-L Warrior 1 1.151 A BaL- 
tyranter 12.50 ) sent 237 miles 1? M Himmond from Overturn, Nonk Yortshue. 


it; | BROWN CHAMBERLIN HANDICAP CHASE 


(CLASS B) £10000 added 3m 

5 raeu SEJiOB E. EETHUTTl (161 fCaam r*joO (As Susan Mot* B 11 13 

511-256 VAUAHT WARBKM PS) P 5taKI M Hgmmord 9 U 4 

P-66P53 MR FOUR (12) (S D Grav'i G McCoui 10 11 0 


pci) 


J Osborn) 
-R Ganttty 


.DBridonCer 

— C UeweByn 


4 (030-53 DARREN IK BRAVE 138) (D) pF) (0 F AKX7D C Brooto 9 10 0 . 

-4 declared - 

Mnhun we^c 109. 1/ua nandrep ue^ir Danre The Bre« 9n 3b. 

BETTINC: 64 Benor S BetraUL 84 VHax Warrfor, 1X2 Dane* The Brow, B-l Pyr Foot. 

1996: Surv Bay 7 11 12 G tomey 11-4 <r. ft note) 7 ran 
F0W6UDE 

Ths race has crowd id oe a bn of a let -noun raw jun ton namen amfrg me* prxno, tan aj tos 
there s the dunce id see me the Ma jumorg gey SenorEl Betroth tad lor ce ha-trek and ne re& 
a oeua than rwmal eftanre tf mrnngom a mpitnrtMnosicenmlysMcrie&lKSUinna. its tar 
to ay ne has run mow* at wwa, hui me smaa teU and the faa pound are m ns tawur am he dal 
not seem to nund left-hatued tvarmo- m Fyjpjary aw tnre^t he prevwwiy seemsa jrmeBting ot a 
speoaiet a docKtee cimws. Ke ant a Giaoe iJne wen a 5andcw) Iasi season. Norhem raua VM1AKI 
Warrior has newr won m tfts trip bu> goes the nwesaon he e capable of tang so. True, he was 
below tomn a Newtastle lea wne. but ne ras orespeo 4» it tre nartdeap and had toe vreefce to besh- 
en up. He has teen a tough and conanem customer it recent seasons aid gets a wfccrte 90. Pyr 
Fore's jumpmg has been a cause tor concern m me past itowugn tfus w-tosn son o( Strong Gale -sfooed 
wQT same mem when tNrd, heeretgon, » On*ch Lew n a Snaicnj Owee-mta 12 days a®>. Darren 
Tire Brsw ®U» wrong m the hanojcemnd me mpressw) h? «tb s morot^t ies m •som- 
rts. nreJaatHymthemib But p*n ihequesuon mantsasansi the omeis. he ceneniy cannot be rued 
out wnh con&tonce. G etoctl ow : VAUANT WARRKjR 


fTAKl LAMBOURN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) |k»Rr»t 
afiO0 added 2 m uoytte 


D-201D6 KADASTBOF (fH (Ml (Dj (A P Psa»„ R Octal 7 11 11 XAbpwu (7) 

2F1-4PF ASHWHL MY 1*3) ffl) UBS Raongl P Hobbs 6 11 ID DBridgrerter 

113330 HMMJOR SM^PI'ETO fiacre Ool M 5 11 10 J Osborne 


231S-F0 SHANKAR Q4) KD) ftiemaoral Fliwiod net D ftaicteori 6 11 6_Mr R Tbotntoo (5J 
113*15 RMSOU. (M) TO (S G GrltnrS! S Gnftms 5 10 9 .TJ Itapby 


2-F24U4 BUR CASAE (14) (D| iHgNVtei G Bating 6 10 6 . 


112m MOINNW (72J (ty deny RmcUJ 4»ffldAVTC3n5104 . 
1-24303 MMJM-AMD (SO) (D) u D Mann) Mss H Kn^tt 5 10 4 

-Sdoetacd- 


I ARuserald 
,-ASSBiKb 
. — ICrttaty 


BETTING: U-4 HsnBtno Sta. 3-1 Fdrestal. 7-2 ttaMan-And, 13-2 Radanpoar, 7-1 BWr CesHe, 
10-1 Ataataft 13-1 AtawUor, 144 Sbadrer 

1996: Kr&hW Pet 71180 Skyline 5-1 iu Haynesi 11 ran 
FORM SIDE 

B retaip oar, who has | 0 tnw howac Jonnson Irem Wae Muiiirg. has vmn a Grade Three tanes et te- 
van and nn n good races smee that November wn. Goessmg now he ml pertonn after a 72-dav ac- 
s«n» sets ptmten a tnctiy proMe m am ne seons a dodgy imw. but he cuid turn out to be y«h 
huidicapoea. Mdch the rnarkei FORESTAL n» been wwwn lo frurn-fljn, W ne snowd manned (cm 
j ateAentam in January with a change of tactics taMig headway (mm wo ora. ne came drouth to 
Beal [toctow and Eipress Gtt; vimr Kadastrof and Shankar n atreais and ne nas snee net fifth id Ear- 
Ka Svante m m msrenafQip at Santfcw:. Forestaf a SB ftgfwr nan ar Cnefterham, Out he enauKerM 
g»d png that day and » snortd rope win the drying suface here. Kadastrof, so tougi and sure to 
nr wd irder lower Aapuru. couto r«wh«ess tfo wnh some cut undettoat and I tani t a n S8k will be 
popular after rreDietartram nr behmd Santa Boy when ne soaped beaerthan ha 14th posnwi n»gn 
ai^5L rtomtan S* car ogam go tel or g/tuno dial suns, but he may rol ccnbrrr Chepoow tOcm- 
bal supencrey over Mta IwM k*ip e 15ft Detur m lor twc> lengM StaUhw i FORESTAL 
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HOGCHST MARES NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
FINAL (CLASS C) £15^000 added 2m Sf 


BBCll 


3-21122 POfTHTS SALE (35) U E PWwi D NKhdsan 6 12 0 


JArRThamrei (5) 


2142 RDDUNG IHE FACTS fMJ (BF) (Mrs ; Sooertsi N Henttoison 6 11 10 — M A Hugerald 

3-P1521 RONVEKIA QUEEN (IB) (D) iKnewa ud) 0 Shemood 6 11 8 lOsbome 

1-12FJI UJCM IWWE (44) tMrsiucra Farmer KBaaey fill 8 CffDtiyer 

33-0213 l»raBAy(52),Fi«re«WRDCT^' LVssHHr«il6U5 ICttaty 

360*1 RANIASYIME (24) dAhPSaWy' PWesCerGU 2 AThoratrei 


1313 BULA VOGUE (22) (ft»2 In Vogue Pjrtheretvpt R Some 7 11 0 DfeSuAcm 

P31-O10 OAKY DATS (24) <7h? Son Purm >>&’ J * JthTSOr 7 30 12 „-Jl5S»tai 

01-1*5 GAVE FAME (571 (W hfoel Crorwu K Baton 6 10 12 SMdieM 


10 62-0002 LOCH NA ttAL(K» tS hrobert C Monocl. 5100. 


11 04-P30Q JOY FOR IffE (45) (The EhuieOublR Strange 6 100 

-Udectamt- 

MWmum woghL- JOst ftue harefcap we(ptr .toy for Lee Sa lOto. 


CUaMByn 

JCAbporam 


BETTBK: 7-2 Putter's Bate. 94S Lada Fade. 5-1 KwtveUa Queen, llr2 FkkBngThe Fadti, 15-2 
Rlwcr Bay, 10-1 Baqm Faree. 12-1 Fantasy itoe. 14-1 Bta Vopie. Daky Days. 18-1 oQwm 

199* Onto Bose 6 10 OP Cartwny 33-1 (M Sheppard; 19 tan 

FORM 8UDE 

GAYE FAME overcame a aah-dgm btunoer ta win an ner nunSes oroui at rtremgtton m Nwntia s m 

taro a perwity tos riicn in softer sthjtw « Ewier nen time when brisfiing rnoie man 30 lengths adnh 

of Bher Bay and nddfe^Tba Fata. Gave Fame managed a Mh of IT DehreJ Salmai Sretre and AS 
saMfyfiMrtame wnenputuptnaew nwesatftrcasterahEnwnE. andsnem^tt be tonrenft aeat- 
edr ins nandcap. Sis- renews maei wthtover Bay and Rdding The Fans on 7to and 12toDenei terms 
resptaiveiy and she nas a ptxtaee rn* sugyas me can oraews , berg by Arena out w a wrens 
ssm to 9tw- Munur. RwerBayBousrttlrvpe, b-jt she has tooted so effective *i the mud mat n s 
dfltcue to nvyjne ner ber g au«e ss ptod on tr® aroatfrg sietoce. wnee FtdqiingTne Facts nb been 
cachrg r* eye and n* 0 iftum out the best # these ne«t season. aDuugh she agsn im*l rerter Mfrw 

cm muton. KinnSta Quann nnl rr- r nTi -1 1 niti IIRT Tril n T ~rrrTr n ~~T — -- 

Gave Fame at HtatongJon r Nowantw*. out Laffir H^i 9tentl has enptwBO m the roenm ard Iwwiv- 
□ Queen is a pm^sssM sor. nerseh. Potter'* Cato ran BoaTOrtwi Shuffle to a length era a nad at 
Cheneretam n January. Our tas gening jwtv of wegf* and ■* pw 3 man's nae oy Mon u jguue. 
Stfl. she b bu0t ana eoiBstaiL Sefaetkac GAYE FAME 


j/\] FMAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) (DIV I) £3,700 added 
2m 110yds 

066 BALLYWAHTER |4fl l ? J Srinssi M riarranano 8 14 7 HGantUy 


0 BSN UJCK (50| (Man Houwe'i Partr»j3mi J Bcrmi 5 U ' 
OCMOP DOMT MMD V I DO (BO)(MtsJMdsoni P Webber 6112 


.AThoratoaB 


42-65 BE? SEAL (227 ' D Bnser Haar-TreBroerc N Hertoffson 6 11 7 M A Bngrold 

OOOW4 I RBMU. (21) rt.1^ S A Ccp»!Stcr>e! P hbywud 6 U 7 SMrffo* V 

35 Kffll BB (12) ffl Seai Mrel*crtWS 611 T NRktaads 

OP HD MATIER (BQ (tartaas Cwasn H Itare 6 11 7 DBrtdfetar 

OU PEALMBS (371 iG A Nuaanft G rtobwnJ 5 11 7 taRTtamB»(5) 

F0U2 ilwd Dcnoflwt M« H hra0« 7 11 7 IFIWfly 


fOntflKIS (USA) (Mm Onto BlaCMUT)l p wetter 6 11 7 

526545 SWAR STREET (HZ) (11) (BF) tSwmrt Budge Pottnentah C ttenn 6 11 ’ 


.R Botany 


5, - TARRAGON (686) (5) 3 Hold 0 Shewood 7 11 7 . 
OP CUUM (15) (S T 9annw B Smnh 5 11 


J Osborne 

.TJ Murphy 


LAS ANMAS (USA) iRWhsid R '^emcun 6 11 2 — 


W) UZMN (U2J (AW Weymam J Fv» 5 U 2 

CO WSAR (221 (L30>- Uovd Webbert C Bmote 4 10 13 . 


.RPuaelB 
S Fax 


.CODvryer 


34 QUALITY (LB) (BF) ,T> B OOcnnon P Haobs 4 10 13- 


— G Tonuejr 


6 RBBttSmi«WW(tMM(W(*taSaranAjnes/R0^*«i4WU-J>«Staoo 

SONG Of THE SWORD iLsdyltad '.Vrttwn J0M4 10 13 C Llewelyn 

-Udedarad- 

BETTW6: U-f Song Of Tire Sword. 4-1 Get Real. 6-1 Qutay, 7-1 Mur. 9-1 Rtpatas, 10-1 Tar- 
ragnn. 11-1 Peers Foty, 12,1 BaBytarter. 14-1 Keen W. Ifegrt Splondiw, 20-1 others. 

1896: Dreom Rne 6 11 7 R Ckat/oK. 5-2 (D HehoMni 12 ran 


3.20 


MARCH NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5^>00 
added 2m 4f 


11P0B2 MAUMTS CHOKE (151 iDawa Ytutg) ff AKter 7 11 10- IN R ThontBB (5) 

Lr. -0F42 5PHWfl 70 GLORY JT) ,A J Bymei P Hay wan) 10 13 10 HPowrt 


P2U1U BHJ BRANCH (41 (P) tE J Mangmi j King B 11 Offirei -TJBaphy 


350153 HOOTS PHOMISE (7) (G A Wanan lantrril C Pocrem 6 ID 11 T Dateorata (31 

00006 HUSK CLASS 05) lit F’6sbunicai>3fofi 109 jySr-— “ 

FP56P-0 LAGHAU LAO 1*3) iSta Sue AOOngtrxViimii D b JC 6 S 


0-602 BOOtS N AIL (40) (Ws Ten S Town G Battng 7 10 1 

- 7 r ■ 


JlBrnew 


BETTMB: 6-4 Red Branch, 9-2 Baals N Afi, 5*1 Kuo's Promise, 7-1 Mamay** Choice, 1S2 Hu- 
lk Claes. 10-1 Spring To Glory, 16-1 ltarem Ud 
1996: Coatee 8 11 10 A P McCoy 11-4 iP Nchoftsi 5 ran 


fCl FWAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) (DIV I) £3,700 added 
2m UOyds 

44? ABSOLUTE IRRT (14) (B M WOToni .1 GflOBJ 5 ll ’ LAi|»«(3) 


5 CLASSY UD 0GQ (28) (Mcftael Buctdey) N Henowam 7 11 7 JH A Fttzgerahl 

410-052 JOHN DRUH (3R (Anaew Jarewtsi P weonrr 6 11 7 lOrtnme 

BJ6 HAETSUNX C19) (Graham Thomyi G Thomer 5 11 7 JOm Itrener (71 


jJC SPO OUT FOR A DOCK (24) (T*® Saly R naynesi H fames B 11 '• 

PQ PALAFKO H7) (Mrs Jam weboen P Webber 7 11 7 

REAL UADMJ (Chris Wal'GEnn^e 6 LL 7 

0 ROYAL TEAU (SS) lie* P4el M tWuuon 5 11 i 


JHr S Oarack (7) 


Jt Botany 

r R Thornton (5) 
— B 


SPECTACLE JBI (P i Sedtonh B Pearce 8 11 7 — 


3202 ZAWSt 01) Mn Karen Ctapot N TteBrettana 5 11 7 . 
P tOEBHAN {IQ (Ten) Cooper) 0 ftenen Daws 5 11 2 — 

UKtOf AHCIO (The Panatwresl P Hctws 4 1013 

SADLER REALM (B D Rung) P Hobbs 4 ID 13 

- 13 teetered - 


-Gotten Gda0ter (?) 
C UeweByn 


-GTooney 


KTTBfG: 7^ JetwPnaaat.lSe Ctaeoy tad, 6-1 Zroter, 9-1 5« J e f fteohn. ID- 1 Abwhite ita- 
it, 11-1 Micky Airtwr, 18-1 Royal Team. 26-1 MoRre, 25-1 otter* 

1998c see Duson One 


AM 


SPRING STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £14*00 added 2m LUDyds 

61 COUMTIrr BEAU (>B) (0) (Lte J J Pecreau) j iwig 5 n n MRktaite 


HARRtS OfOFT STAR CT (fe iR F hudarel) D Ncnotoon 6 11 11 — _RMaseay(3) 

BESSM BHOHNC (U) (G FUbberih G Hubbanl 5UG Mi R Thornton (51 

ANOTHER RUMPUS (Mrs IS CtaW C Mata* 5 114 DFbrttOl 

BOLD loir CHI 'Two Generaor* Pannentei P tflteboer 5 11 4 Mr A Sanmno 

: & EJterem HtOVBI Ita J Pfrnan 5 11 4 D Leahy 

UM Sawero Mrs Uarea Jones S ll 4 Owe*. Byrne 

IN henaeraon 511 4 MAFRqjeraU 



WMPAPffCT yAubdourEnsneentgi MRjftman5ll4 

NMSILNG RORS l7he *>«rsd « laMtaHtaW 5 11 

CUN ROSS flai F saren ft Bwtn G 10 13 
a£VUM Ato? J h Poa«ei N T«gorva«es 5 10 13_ 

HACK OH (Mrs A E Gtnlrim P H*t» 5 10 13 


MAR BBTST Off NbJ M Baaeyi J MteroB ID 13- 

MOHoair (8 0 L Swne Ms / PmenSlDlo 



jars quest MS) umvwater' ? Hocus c ioio_. 
1 1? J Oimel G Thoma 4 10 10„ 


JFTUay 


KASYUE RBf tflQ (14) iA P Paturti R Dchn 4 10 5 . 
WHY LEASBt (Lta ft Mai&i) Mn J Ce& 4 10 5 

- 25 dectaed - 


-XAbptmt f7) 
. — .-.THant 


BETTIHGj 8-1 Haute Craft BUT. U-2 CooBBy Baau, 6-1 Ooktn Eode, 8-1 8roa)BiRy. 9-1 Just 
Noma, Mod Hm*. ID-1 Besta Bm, JWs Quart. War Ptat. IM Gtovwn, heytafte. 14-1 
Mky laadar. BMsflBiEButa, 18-1 Cathay, Hack On, 20>1 otlm 
1296: AbeC f*tfr 5 U 6 ft Utate evens ,T AVphyi 14 ran 
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sport 


Phil Soar has pulled Nottingham Forest out of the financial fire after masterminding a £16m^akeoyerof the cKjb he 
has supported since a boy. He may find it harder to keep them in the Premiership. Phil Shaw tawea 


The fan who now calls the 



In many respects. Phil Soar’s quest 
10 buy control of Nottingham For- 
est was the antithesis of the slick 
corporate takeover. It led him to 
stand in the snow handing out 
leaflets, spend Christmas Day on 
the phone searching for someone 
with a spare £l5m, and work all 
night typing letters and sticking 
down envelopes. For six months. 
Soar admits, by way of an apology 
to his family, that he was imposa- 
ble to live with. 

A month ago the Forest share- 
holders finally accepted the £ 16m 
offer from the five-man consortium 
which Soar, a director of several 
publishing companies, had put to- 
gether with Irving Scholar, the for- 
mer Tottenham chairman. The 
bulk of the money was provided by 
Nigel Wray, whose empire extends 
from Enid BMon's back catalogue 
to Saracens rugby club. 

Their prospectus hilled them as 
the team to lead Forest lo flotation, 
though their entrance was hardly 
that of financial high fliers. Turn- 
ing up at the City Ground the morn- 
ing after taking over, they “stood 
around like prunes”. Soar recalls, 
until someone was found who knew 
the code lo open the doors. 


‘No City remotely 
the size of 
Nottingham has 
won the European 
Cup. 1/1/eVe won 
it twice’ 


In the ensuing weeks the num- 
bers have burned into his brain as 
he has greeted a wave of arrivals, 
among them a general manager. 
Dave Bassett, and Forest's record 
buy. Pierre van Hooijdonk. Soar, 
perhaps best known as the author 
of the best-selling Encyclopedia of 
British Football, has supervised this 
frenzied activity in his new role as 
chief executive. 

As Forest face two critical six- 
po inters in 53 hours, at Sunderland 
and Middlesbrough, his interest in 
avoiding relegation goes beyond the 
kind any fan of four decades might 
feel. The books Soar must now con- 
cern himself with will be millions 
light in the income columns if they 
do not slay up. Lost television rev- 
enue would be an instant blow. They 
also risk missing out on a pay-per- 
view bonanza. 

"It's a bad lime for anyone to go 
down.” Soar says. "My view, and it's 
a purely personal one’, is that we will 
soon have a Premier League of 16 
or 18 clubs. I also believe that if the 
trapdoor (to the First Division \ 
doesn't dose completely in the 
next five years, it'll narrow consid- 
erably. 



- wbeks ringing everyone w knew. 
. vfe couidhardiy gel hold of, 3 ”'" 
. body and those we did invariably 
sakfcWHget back toyou on 6 Jan- 
. uaiy\ the day most companies 
went back. Hie atag was that the 
Extraordinary General Meeting 
was set for that night- 

Eventually they were put on ito 
Wray, who slept on it beforep^edg- 
ine part of his estimated £60m for- 
tune. Another hitch: the forest 
board was backing Sandy Ander- 
son’s consortium and refused to 1« 

Soar outline their proposals. ltoW 

him we’d stand outside and hand 
copies to the shareholders as they 

When Anderson joined two oth- 
er bidders by the wayside. Forest set 
' a three-week deadline for fresh of- 
fers. Albert Scardino, an American, 
withdrew the Saturday before the 
vote, but victory was still far from 
assu red. Scholar had to convince 
sceptics that a “Spurs man could 
have honourable intentions to- 
wards Forest And hadn’t Ander- 
son fallen short when his was l he 
only bid on the table? 

lir the event, the combination of 
Forest's plight and a lucrative of- 
fer overrode any lingering doubts. 


We have to 
preserve our 
heritage but make 
sure we are not 
left behind as the 
rich get richer’ 


Phil Soar at home at the City Ground: ‘You rarely get an opportunity in life to do something so personally significant* 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


“We’re going to get much clos- 
er to the American football or 
baseball system where you have a 
certain number of teams, a closed 
shop, and that’s your league. 

“Now the whole history of this 
club is extraordinary. No' city re- 
motely the size of Nottingham has 
ever won the European Cup, as we 
did twice. Forest didn’t even be- 
come a limited company until 1982: 
the members paid £1 per share and 
everything - the stadium, the tro- 
phies - was achieved on the back 
of £209 capital 1 . 

“We have to preserve our unique 
heritage while making sure were 
not left behind as the rich get rich- 
er.” 

If Stuart Pearce and his players 
display the resolve that Soar 
showed in pursuing his dream. 
Forest should survive. In a sense, 
the deal had its origins in the 


afternoon that his father, who 
worked variously as a postman and 
a window cleaner, took him to his 
first match on Boxing Day. 1954. 

“Forest lost 2-0 to Birmingham, 
though as a seven-year-old I didn't 
understand what was happening. I 
thought we’d won 3-1. We stood on 
the Bridgford End. That's why our 
consortium was called Bridgford 
pic.” 

While his list of writing credits 
grew (he also penned the official 
histories of Arsenal and Spurs, 
where he met Scholar). Brian 
Clough was taking Forest into the 
realms of fantasy. Soar is still Lick- 
led by the thought that they have 
been European champions twice as 
often as Manchester United or 
Barcelona. 

“In theory, those finals were the 
most memorable or significant 
matches. But if I could live 90 


minutes again it would be from pre- 
Clough days, the FA Cup quarter- 
final of 1967. Forest beat Evertoo 
3-2 and Ian Storey-Moo re. who's 
now our chief scout, scored a hat- 
trick. A wonderful, emotional ex- 


perience. 

“I had lunch with Ian recently 
and we agreed that while the whole 
European Cup period was mar- 
vellous, it had a strong feeling of 
unreality. When Liverpool and 
United won it, they’d been build- 
ing towards it for years. With us it 
happeaed so fast that the city 
seemed to be in a permanently as- 
tonished state. 

“When we won the shareholders' 
vote on 24 February, I made a short 
speech. I said if we’d been meeting 
here 20 years ago tonight, we'd have 
been discussing a defeat by Luton 
which left us eighth in the old Sec- 
ond Division. Two years and three 


months later, we’d won the Euro- 
pean Cup. 

“I was asked whether the 
takeover was the most important 
event in Forest’s histoty. 1 said no. 
That was the day Brian was ap- 
pointed manager.” . 

However. Forest faced a bleak fu- 
ture if the impasse had dragged on. - 
Tbeir overdraft was £7.95nvafl out- 
going payments except wages had 
been stopped, and selling the best 
players seemed the only way to ap- 
pease the bank. Since they were al- 
ready in the bottom three, it is easy 
to see why Soar feared a “Dooms- 
day scenario”. 

The vote of 189 to seven in ' 
Bridgford’s favour suggests a com- 
fortable ride (an offer required 75 
per cent approval to be successful). 
Yet it was never one of the three 
bids recommended by the directors. 

Along with Scholar and their 


originaT principal backer, Lawrie 
Lewis, Soar frad first looked into 
buying Forest last: autumn. Un- 
daunted by the board’s endorse- 
ment of rival bids, ihey>set about 
mounting a PR campaig n. “It- was 
basically like local politics. Not 
quite kissing babies; bait gettmgto 
know thepeople with the votes. : 

1 -“We 'had to convince, thennve 
: had their best Interests, and the 
dub’s^st heart. So we target edkey _ 
journalists in the local and nation- 
al media, in the financial and the 
sports pages. They’re the opinion 
formers.” Then, on the penultimate 
working day before Christmas, 
Lewis pulled ouL “We had to get 
someone else on board,” Soar says. 
“But the sort of person who might 
have £10m or £15m to invest in foot- 
ball was the kind who was in Bar- 
bados or Australia for the holiday. 

“Irving and I spent the next two 


The vote opened a new chapter is 
Forest's 132-year history - what 
Soar calls “the post-Clough era” - 
with a towering Dutchman signed 
from Celtic for £45m as its most po- 
tent symbol. “We sold 2,000 shirts 
last Saturday, many with jpierre’s 
name on. Happily there are lots of 
letters inVan Hooijdonk. which 
means more money for the dub.” 

A laugh indicates that he is only 
semi-serious. He is intent onheed- 
ing Blackburn's benefactor. Jack 
Walker, who advised him this 
month that the soul of a dub must 
not be sacrificed to corporate im- 
peratives. 

Now that he is an iaader, do For- 
est bold the same sense of ro- 
mance? “Not as much,” he replies 
candidly, -with a hint of regret. 
Does the fan in him still come out? 
‘‘Oh yes. My 10-year-old daughter 
sat with me at the Liverpool game 
last week. When we equalised I leapt 
up screaming, She was saying: ‘Sit 
down, dad, you're embarrassing 
me'. 

1 “But you rarely get an opportu- 
nity in life to do something so per- 
sonally significant. Fortunately, my 
wife and auldren understood that.” 


Kilmarnock’s desire 
makes Rangers wary 


SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


After the passion and petulance 
of last Sunday's hard-fought 
win at their only Premier Divi- 
sion title rivals. Celtic, Rangers 
will be hoping for a calmer af- 
ternoon's work against Kil- 
marnock at Ihrox today. 

The champions will be field- 
ing a depleted side once again, 
however, with the suspended 
Mark Hateley and lan Feiguson 
missing along with the injured 
Andy Guram. Richard Gough 
and Paul Gascoigne. Those 
players fit to turn out will be fac- 
ing opponents hauling against 
relegation, but Walter Smith, 
the Rangers manager, is still 
wary of Kilmarnock. 

"Kilmarnock side are show- 
ing a great desire to stay in the 
Premier Division." Smith said. 
"We showed great determina- 


tion to beat Celtic last Sunday 
despite selection problems, and 
we need even more this week.” 

Kilmarnock who beat Celtic 
2-0 earlier this moath. may in- 
clude the former Rangers mid- 
fielder Robert Prytz. The 
37-year-old Swede joined the 
Ayrshire side this week. 

Celtic, who travel to Dun- 
fermline, wrili be without Malkv 
Mackav and Paolo Di Canid, 
who are both suspended after 
last week's Old Firm battle. Tom 
Boyd is available again hut 
Alan Stubbs and Enrico Annoni 
face fitness tests. 

Dundee United protect their 
16-raatch unbeaten run against 
Raith Revere - the side their 
manager. Tommy McLean, 
took charge of for a week ear- 
lier in the season. Stewart 
McKimmie could make his de- 
but in United's defence after his 
arrival from Aberdeen. 
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TEAM SHEET 


Blackburn v 


Aston Villa 


m 


Last season: l-l 

Last five League matches; Back- 

bum WOaWL: Aston VIBa WDWID 

Striker Pedersen rankle) 15 doubtful 
for Blackburn. Sutton could get a 
place in the stsreng line-up and Bo- 
tHnen is available agan after sus- 
pension. villa may well be wnftour 

defender SonT-aate lanWe). Miosanc 
stram* -s sun struggling and 
Joachim -s cause up a^in. 


=^5 . Coventry v 
^ Wdst Ham 

Last season: 2-2 
Last five Leagje matches; Coven- 
try DLDDL West Ham WLWDD 
Williams and Whelan are ejected to 
be rwaiied to Coventry’s squad, but 
Saiato. injured against Leicester, is 
receiving fortfier treatment to h® back 
problem. Rteper, west Ham's Danish 
centre -half, ts aiming to continue his 
sconng run against Cover, ny and takes 
hfe place m an unchanged fme-up. 


“toss' - 


■ Derby :ir ; 
Tottenham 



Last season: No conesondinggarne 
Last tne League matches: Derby 
DlWli: TottBrtwm LLWWD V. ; 
Sturw^e raums for Dertv ate* a tJKH 
match bah and manager Smrtfi'aso, 
has rmdfieWer Van <fer Laarr bade De- 
fender Sfrnac fkneeV is dotrtbftjt Mr£ 
fielder HmraBs (back) is out of -the 
Spurs side and Swiss defender Vega 





inburgh wSI be pushing lor a place.-' 


Everton r 
Man Util 

Last season: 2-3 
Last five League matches; Ever- 
%Pn DUXW; Man tltd VWWUff 

Danish mWfeteter Thomsen f&nWeV 
wffl haw a fete fitnbss test for Ewr- :■ 
ten and Speed nsftitff' after a’onter' 
toWj aspenstourffeehe is back for 

lintel teter hb barrand manager Fm^'< 

BxorofifeH fcstror^estsoe.W 
though there are: tnjuiy worries mv 

BecWtem and Gias- * 


^ MkWlesbro v 

1*2 V : 


Chelsea 




Sheff Wed v 
Leeds 


Last season: 2-0 
Last five League matches: Iffid- 
dtesbro mWAV; Chelsea LDtiVW 
Ravanel.'i is ruled out for Middles- 
brough wfth a hamstr<ng injury and 
Robson may start with Beck on his 
own uo fmnt. Mimo returns for 
Chelsea after a one-^me ban. 
Manager Gullit, sell unteou; Leboeuf, 
is again set.te leave Vialii on the 
bench as he acks Zda and Mart 

Hughes up front. 



Souftsampton 

vUfcester 


Last season: 6-2 

Last five League matches: 

Sheffield Wednesday WWWWL 

LeodsWWWDL 

Leeds' teboahwiflhave to wst to team 
If he keeps his place after his shirt- 
throwing incident. Captain Pakner 
starts a two-match ban. with Deane 
lanWe) end Wallace (hamstring) ex- 
pected to be fit. Rsmbridga returns 
from suspensory for Wednesday, who 
lose Atherton to a one-match ban. 


fBstra a wn rerfocc H re ^ i di nggme 
Lest five League matches: 
Southampton WDDLL Leicester 
.WWDLD 

Manager Souness has to dedde 
whether to recaB leTfesec wf»ln- 
sists -he Is fit. Centre- back Monkou 
presses fora recaB but Dodd and Lun- 
dekvam are out k^ured. lacesercap-’ 
tain Walsh (knee) coukJ return , while 
Heskey (foot) -fecesalate fitness test 
and Pbofe continues In gw).: 



Last fiwe ■ .. ■■p.MteK.gHii* 
dartand lUVUUttottm ForWUpD. 
Waddle makes, his debut.ifor^Sub^ 
dertand aid Stewart isalso ooect- 
ed to be tee fcifrupJtewar techsaa 

loan signing OTteff* v fineto m&e. 
■Ws fOr^debuf end Cc^jergjen^ 

;b back. Also included are Moore md^ 
Lee, who maims from « fo»n, spej{l' 
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City 



l suppose it sounds naive, but 

I assume that yoo support your 

local team. That’s woat I dad as 

a youngster when Dad took me 

to watch Swindon Town. The 
problem comes, of course, 

when you move - you have to 

change allegiances. The journey 
which started at the County 
Ground has taken me to 
Boothferry Park for Hull City, 
Frame Road for Ttowbridge 
Town and now I’ve ended up 
with Bath Otyat Tweiton Paric 
My younger son sees it dif- 
ferently. He is a confirmed Liv- 
erpool supporter, and for much- 
of the tune walks around wear- 
ing a red shirt emblazoned with 
die name McManaman. Some- 

times he comes with me,but& 

him-TWerton doesn’t have ' the ; 
glamour. Itsbisageandcultore. 
When he leawsnbnie, : 'a Pro- 


main factor in choosmg which 

coQegptogp to. Top grade foot- 
ball certainly didn’t affect my de- 

ciaou to marry: nor comes 

from Ohesteifreld. . ; 

So why dol go? Primarily be- 
cause they would miss-me if I 
didn’t Bath’s average Confer- 
ence crowd is five or six hun- 
dred and my being there makes 
a difference. 

But we Bath City supporters 
have our moments. For exam- 
ple, m the FA Cup Paul Batty’s 
glorious drive that put out 
-Hereford, beating Cardiff at 

l^nan!^wifoX)ek>ii\hmoD 
showing he could ,do more 
than ran exceptionally fost 
and an honourable draw at 
Stoke before.-.being: roundly 
beaten m the replay^.. . 

Wfe "have- our drama, tool 
Sjmetme set. the main stand 


Book of Manchester City, 
whole library . of Books J 
played for Bath and in lo 
. leagues. Malcolm Allison cut 

managerial teeth here. \feh; 

good years and bad yeans: 1 

year is a bad year,-but we’re s 

the topnon-League team in 1 

West Country, touch to the ; 
nojrance of Yeovil Town. 

Tbeguamdjteelfisagpodc 
by Gartfaftacestaidards, tha 
^ ifflgetyto themoney broughi 
. -tty having, Bristol Rovers 
lodgers for the past few yes 
- You.ctor stfflwalkaD the v 
rqubd.it during matches if y 

_ <Want ttL .although I'm proba 

too grown up to go and stand I 

’> frindthe goal we're attaddn; 
^ ■ One improvement I regxc 
" the removal of our two doc 
-For some years: we had c 
.dock on the main stand that v 
stopped at 4J25, and one at 1 
’ Bnstol End which kept perf 
time but was always 30 minu 
stow. Thus we had the parac 
of onedockthatwas right iw 
a day but ypu could not use 
tell the trine,' and one which v 

.never ri^t;but cm !whicb 5 

.could rdy absolutely. 
WheaRowerswere tenant! 


- res 'TTr—- '"'-•v tvtia 

'Twerto^toysoh and ; I we 

- even thougl 
had to choose. which secti 
the-grovaukogpin,ycm h 

Mrive befoi^kick-off i ini 

TTinrT illi rt ril 1 t • 


— 3Li 

'Jocsfes-thesis is 
— Jby toe fact that we 
tbepiill tb go and see 
.. now they Jtre back in Bii 
Whetherfornbt Cityai 
egated, tie 'will have 


:.wj 


■ ■ -feM..- gnjwninen 

cned. There ts toe thrill ofgkK 
fy by associatibn, players who 
Mve gone on to better things 
wfelai intemationai Paul fcvL 
in. erf WoridOto penalty nas- 
fesonJDcddat Sbtofaamp- 
ton . mtd the veng-able; Tony; 



fert-bacR, too going to 
fenarrts .v*2e a replace 

PrtKtie Itiyad is bufl 

again T iwll 'haw t\ 
In the, trad toe 
have to support them 


r, w>iJt 
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I hated Brazil’s Nelinho and Dirceu for getting their blasted 
stupid goals past my Zoff and making him sad and downcast 


I was 12. He was 36 (I still celebrate 
bis birthday, 28 February). T loved 
him. Dino Zoff. At the time, goalie 
for Italy. Big hands, responsive. 
ButlneyerinMgmedhimdcragseay, 
romantic stuff with them, like run* 
oing them through my hair. 

This wasn't about smoochie busi- 
ness anyway. It was adoration. He 
wasn't good looking, particularly, 
like Rossi or Gentile or Sdrea. He 
was different. Always looking a tri- 
fle serious and concentrated. 1 
thought him spiffing. 

It was during the 1978 World Cup 
that I first spotted him. I can still see 
him now, gently barking orders to 
his team-mates, pointing with one 
hand, ball in the other. I would lip 
read those nice Italian words as I sat 
cross-legged, head in little hands, 
staring up at the TV screen. 

My papa would be laughing at me 


from the sofa: “You and am Zoff” 
he would say. Obviously glad that I 
was worshipping Dino Zoff rather 
being out with some octopus-hand- 
ed real boy. 

I started displaying signs of Ob- 
sessive Compulsive Disorder al- 
most immediately. It started with die 
first World Cup game: Italy ag ains t 
France. I decided to put my palm- 
sized Paddington Bear on top of the 


I had made. I watched the entire 
game, nervous for Zoff every time 
the ball came near him. Italy won, 
2 - 1 . 

Next time against Hungary, an- 
other mascot had to appear, to join 
Paddington on top of the telly, with 
another home-made flag, because I 
became suspicious. With each game, 
another toy, another flag, was 
added, until all my toys and cuddly 


thing s were in use, and my felt tip 
pens were tired and faint. 

When Italy were beaten in the 

NelinEcTand ^Dirceu for getting 
their blasted stupid goals past my 
Zoff and making him sad and down- 
cast. And I didn’t eat a nut for years 
afterwards out of loyalty to him... 

I kept a look out for him over the 
next few years, and any mention in 
La Gazzetta deSo Sport would reg- 
ister a little jump in my tummy. I 
supported Juventus purely because 
be was their goalkeeper. 

In 1980, aged 14 now, I decided 
to come out with my love for him. 
I sewed the letters Z O F F, in pink 
felt, on to the back of my stone cot- 
ton man’s jacket It was really cool, 
because they were just the right 
shade of pink and stone. “You look 
realty cool," my best friend F.irnna 



Annalisa 

Barbieri 


would say. I wore it everywhere. 
“There’s that Zoff girt," the shop- 
keepers would say. 

“But he’s an old geezer,' 1 people 
would say. “It’s not like that,* I 
would reply. No one understood. 
“Peapple wula wondar wbatta this 


Zoffa thing isa on you jacket" my 
m amm a would say. She didn’t un- 
derstand. I didn’t care. I bought 
some sticky letters, silver on black, 
and stuck his nam e onto my stereo. 
They’re still there. 

At some point, in some game or 
other, Kevin Keegan put a goal past 
Zoff. This sparked a life-long in- 
stinctive hate for Keegan. Even 
now, when I see him, which isn’t of- 
ten, I think “I hate him'’, although 
it can take me a while now to re- 
member exactly why. 

1982 and-what joy-I was in Itaty 
for the final . No mascots this time, 
but I was delighted to see them beat 
Brazil in the second (quarter-final) 

time went near "zoflTl 

thought of the pressure he must be 
under, and 1 wanted to cry for him. 

Later, a Fife (world football’s gov- 


erning body) spokesman called 
Keith Cooper, commenting on the 
timelimit a goalkeeper can handle 
a bail for, stud: “In the 1982 World 
Cup fingk, Dino Zoff was bolding 
the ball as if he wanted to take it 
on a day's holiday.” What did he 
know? I made a mental note nev- 
er again to speak to anyone called 
Keith. 

But, anyway, the final. . . I couldn't 
watch it. Things weren’t helped by 
my uncle, Zio Muni, who was 
screaming, red-faced and had all the 
veins on his peck sticking out alarm- 
ingly. 

Zoff looked worried. I wanted to 
die for him. I went out for a walk, 
and could hear the game’s progress 
because, as Italy scored, the whole 
village (streets deserted) cheered. 
Then they won and I joined in the 
jum pin g into fountains and horn 


beeping. It was all over. Football was 
never the same for me after that. It 
was time to grow up. 

I can still spot his name in a sea 
of text in a second. Tvo years ago, 
some colleagues started a football 
team and newer let me play. I pre- 
tended that Dino Zoff was my un- 
de and, rather sharpish, they were 
all interested. 

Zoff got me interested in football 
.1 even wanted to be a footballer at 
one point, wearing a football medal 
that belonged to a cousin, and pre- 
tending that I had won it in an un- 
der- 14 friendly. Zoff was a good 
thing. One thing makes me sad, 

though. I never got to see him as his 

team won in his final World Cup. I 
wonder if he smiled... 

% Annalisa Barbieri writes about sport 
fa- The Big Issue. Olivia Blair is on 
maternity leave. 


Ravanelli’s absence 


threatens Boro revival 


While the Premiership's top 
two bask in their continental 
achievements this weekend, 
those at the opposite end of 
table are more interested in (he 
fete of one of last season's Eu- 
ropean Cup winners. 

Eabrizio Ravanelli's decision 
to swop TUrin forTeesadehasnot 
been without ite teething troubles 
but, as the former Juventus strik- 
er has rediscovered his scoring 
form in recent weds, so his Mid- 
dlesbrough side have belatedly 
began to play as well in the league 
as they have in the cups. The re- 
naissance is oow threatened by 
injury, with Ravanelli returning 
to Italy for treatment on an in- 
jured framsrring- 

Having moved off the bottom 
on Wednesday, Middlesbrough 
were hoping to have made fur- 
ther progress in their next three 
fixtures-at home to Chelsea and 

Nottingham Forest today and on 
Momfy.andawaytotbeEAPfc- 
miership on Wednesday (when 
they appeal against the three 
points they have had deducted.) 
They must oow do so without 
their leading goalscorer. 

Bryan Robson, the Boro 
manager, was optimistic yes- 
terday that Ravanelli would be 


Matt Tench looks at the impact of this 
weekend's games on Premiership issues 


fit for the Coca-Cola Cup final 
a fortnight tomorrow, but Ra- 
vanelli's immediate priority is 
befog available for Italy's two 
World Cup qualifying games in 
the next 10 days. 

With international commit- 
ments accounting for all the top 
flight fixtures over Easter next 
weekend, the Premiership has 
been deprived of the tradition- 
al moment when the relegation 
battle intensifies. In a sense, 
then, the basement scrapes 


Nigel Cough rejoins the Man- 
chester City squad for the first 
time in nearly four months for 
today's Nartionwide First Di- 
virion visit of Stoke, after the 
collapse of his proposed trans- 
fer to Nottingham Forest 
D alian Atkinson, the former 
Aston Villa forward, may also 
have the chance to press for a 
permanent transfer to Maine 
Road after being released by the 
Turkish dub, Fenerbahce. 


begin Loday, with two crucial 
games given added urgency by 
Middlesbrough's recent rise. 

ThefiistisatHighfieki Road, 
where a Coventry City ride 
whose most recent p cifonn a noc 
appalled even their own manager 
entertain West Ham. The 4-0 de- 
feat at Newcastle means they 
have dropped 15 points out of the 
last 18. Tneir visitors have re- 
ceived fresh impetus since the 
signing of the strikers John 
Hartson and Paul Kitson, but 


Bolton, the runaway leaders, 
are taking nothing for granted 
at Norwich. Colin Ibdd is warn- 
ing against complacency. “We 
are in the driving seat, but we 
aren't there yet/’ the Bolton 
manager warned. 

Keith Branegan is carrying a 
groin strain but will play at Car- 
row Road, although Bolton will 
be missing Gudni Bergsson 
while the midfielder Jamie Pol- 
lock is also absent 


Coventry would do well to keep 
an eye on Mark Rieper as well 
He has scored in his last three 
games against them. 

The second fixture with six- 
point appeal pitches the team 
that nearly signed Chris Wad- 
dle against the one that actual- 
ly did. Nottingham Forest’s 
search for saviours has taken 
them across Europe, but they 
were unable to secure the ser- 
vices of the man playing up the 
Ml at Bradford. Instead Wad- 
dle will be making his debut 
against them for Sunderland. 

Alex Ferguson, the Man- 
chester United manager, has 
promised to field a full-strength 
ride at Everton, rather than rest 
players as he did following the 
home game against Porto in the 
European Cup quarter-finals. 

“The team were exhausted 
after the effort they put in in the 
first leg. It won't affect us again 
as we have changed our prepa- 
ration since then,” Ferguson 
said. Whether his team will in- 
dude Ryan Giggs, Ferguson 
will not know untD shortly be- 
fore kick-off. Giggs is still re- 
covering from the hamstring 
strain which forced him to miss 
the game in Portugal. 


Clough in contention 


Major leap for Major League 


/Major League Soccer begins its 
-Second season today with few 
fears for its demise, after the 
successful debut of last year, but 
little hope that the game will be 
supplanting baseball as Amer- 
ican spectators’ favourite sum- 
mer pastime any time soon. 

Progress will be incremental 
this season, not explosive. If the 
average attendance at last year's 
games of 18.000 can be consol- 
idated, if the TV cable channels 
that stuck with MLS last season 
can be persuaded to keep the 
faith, then those who dream of 
soccer one day catching the na- 
tional imagination will be 
pleased. 

Of the new foreign arrivals 
Richard Gough of Rangers, 
who is joining Kansas Gty Wiz- 
ards, stands out as the only play- 
er not living entirely on tlie 
memory of glories past. Walter 
Zenga, from Padova, is MLS’s 


John Carlin in Washington reports on 
soccer’s progress in the United States 


other recognisable big-name 
signing, but he is unlikely to re- 

forltafy in two Worit?Cups at 
his new home, New England 
Revolution. 

Among those who have re- 
mained for a second season 
arc Roberto Donadonl who 
seemed to day-dream his way 
through his games for New 
York/New Jersey MetroS tars 
last year, and the blond, dread- 
locked Carlos Vridenrama of 
Colombia who. at 35, needs 
the space and time MLS de- 
fenders provide to display his 
crafty skills in the colours of 
Tampa Bay Mutiny. 

The talent, if not the energy, 
of MLS comes from the foreign 
imports, the overwhelming 


majority of whom are Latin 
Americans. And here is where 
the American game's biggest 
problem resides. The majority 
of fans are of Latin American 
origin themselves. At most MLS 
games you could be forgiven for 
imagining you had been magi- 
cally transported to Mexico, El 
Salvador or Guatemala. It is no 
accident that the biggest atten- 
dances by far are in Los Ange- 
les, the American city with the 
highest Hispanic population. 

All of which means that soc- 
cer is in danger of becoming 
ghetto ised. of remaining a mi- 
nority sport watched by a mi- 
nority sector of the population. 

On the other hand, the po- 
tential for expansion into the 
mainstream is enormous. 


soccer having overtaken base- 
bail basketball and football as 
the game the most American 
schoolchildren play. 

The key to whether the leap 
is made may lie in the fete of the 
national soccer team, current- 
ly in reasonably good .shape to 
secure a place in the 1998 
World Cup. If the children who 
play soccer and their enthusi- 
astic - if soccer-illiterate - par- 
ents get a chance to watch 
“Team USA" in Ranee two 
years from now, then they will 
no doubt make heroes of the 
players, progress they will then 
be able to follow back home. 

Tomorrow the US plays Cos- 
ta Rica away in a World Cup 
qualifier. On the outcome may 
hinge the answer to the ques- 
tion whether soccer in Ameri- 
ca will one day be watched in 
numbers by people who speak 
English at home. 



David Ginola in training yesterday^ after asking for a transfer Photograph: Empics 


Ginola puts in transfer request 


Kenny Dalglish, the Newcastle 
United manager, yesterday con- 
firmed that David Ginola has 
asked for a transfer. 

The unsettled winger made 
his request in the wake of New- 
castle’s Uefe Cup exit in Mona- 
co on Tuesday, but he will have 
to wait to see if Newcastle ac- 
cept his request - and he could 
be involved in their Premiership 
game with Wimbledon at Sel- 
hurst Park on Sunday. 

“He's asked for a transfer and 
that will be dealt with in due 
course," Dalglish said. “The 
club will discuss it and decide 
and David Ginola will be tbe first 
to know the answer. As long as 
he’s here he’s going to be an as- 
set and do the best he can for 
the club. I'm sure there won't be 
any adverse reaction from him." 


Ginola stayed behind in 
France after the Monaco defeat 
but reported for training yes- 
terday morning. The former 
Paris St-Gennain player, who 
has not been a regular starter 
under Dalglish, has been hint- 
ing at a move for some time arid 
has been linked with a move to 
Marseilles. 

Dalglish said Les Ferdinand 
would test out his hamstring in- 
jury in training, but added: 
“We won’t be rushing anyone 
back. We don’t want to have any 
adverse reaction.” 

Ferdinand broke down 11 
minutes into his attempted 
comeback in the 4-3 defeat at 
Liverpool 11 days ago and 
Dalglish is determined to ensure 
he is fully fit before making an- 
other return to first-team action. 


Dalglish wfll also check on the 
fitness of Darren Peacock, who 
picked up a knee injury in Mona- 
co, before finalising his squad. 
John Beresford, who replaced 
Peacock on TUesday night, suf- 
fered no adverse reaction from 
his long-standing rib injury and 
could come into contention. 

Joe Kinnear, the Wimbledon 
manager, has been forced to 
make one change to his side as 
Vfonie Jones is suspended for 
one game for picking up too 
many disciplinary points. Ben 
Thatcher is also out with a 
thigh strain. Kinnear is looking 
to keep with the same formula 
that has brought him league and 
cup success so far this season, 
but has not yet made a decision 
as to who will captain the side 
at Seihurst Park. 


Ferguson 
forgiven 
by Brown 

Ian Ferguson has settled his dif- 
ferences with the Scotland man- 
ager, Craig Brown, and is 
included in the national squad 
for the Soots’ two forthcoming 
World Cup qualifying games. 

Five weeks ago Ferguson 
was caught on microphone al- 
legedly venting his frustrations 
to travelling supporters after 
Scotland's goalless draw with 
Estonia in Monaco. He later 
apologised and Brown has in- 
cluded the Rangers midfielder 
in his squad for the return 
against Estonia at Kilmarnock 
on Saturday week and the fix- 
ture with Austria at Celtic Park 
on 2 April 

Ferguson misses Rangers' 
match against KJhnarnock today 
as he starts a two-match domestic 
suspension after being involved 
in the Old Firm altercation with 
Celtic’s Paolo Di Canio. 

Darren Jackson, of Hibern- 
ian, and Chelsea's Craig Burley 
were recalled to a 24-man squad 
named yesterday by Brown. 

The one surprise was the ex- 
clusion of the Celtic defender 
Jackie McNamara, who has 
started Scotland’s last two qual- 
ifiers. Paul Lambert, of Boms- 
sia Dortmund, was included 
and that prevents him playing 
in the Bundesliga next Thursday. 

Brown said that McNamara 
had been left out for “person- 
al reasons". “No way is he be- 
ing made a scapegoat for the last 
result and we have Craig Bur- 
ley of Chelsea available again 
for the right-back position," 
Brown said. 

“I was tempted to bring in 
others like Phil O'Donnell of 
Celtic and David Weir of Hearts 
but I resisted that. Some of tbe 
guys in this group are getting on 
in years so that only increases 
their determination to get us to 
France. It could be the last 
chance for some of them." 

One of those veterans is Hi- 
bernian's Jim Leighton, who is 
poised to reclaim tbe goal- 
keeper’s jersey as Andy Go ram 
is excluded through injury. 

SCOTLAND SQUAD (World Cup cpialDera v 
Estonia, Rugtw Ml Ntarenrock, 29 Mareh, 
and Austria, CaMe Pork, Ctm^ow, 2 April): 
Bajrd (Oettc). Baity (Chefcea). Caktanrood 
(Tuamham). CoOtes (Monaco). D Fewtson 
(Everton). I FM0mn (Rangers), Goflachu 
(Bacftbun). Soman {NatH&iam Forest). 
Honour (Bfadtbumi. Howto (MotfwnwUJ. D 
Jachaon Mbontau. Jose Ktewitry), Lanbart 
(Borusds Dortmund). lotgMon (HXwman), B 
McMBstor (Wkrtoiedonj, 8 McABstor (Coven- 
try), McCotet (Ranges). MoGMajr (Bolton). T 
McKMqjr iCetad. B MeKtetoy (BtacMaumt. 
McLaron (Rangers), McStay (Cettci, Speocer 
(Queen's Park fangere), Ca to an (Mmbtadon). 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Lipinski sets 
early pace 

Ice skating 

Tara Upinski narrowly won the 
short program at tbe World Fig- 
ure Skating Championship in 
Lausanne, Switzerland, yester- 
day to raise her hopes of be- 
coming the youngest women's 
world champion in history. 

France's Vanessa Gusmeroli 
was second with Maria Butyr- 
skaya, of Russia, third. The 
American defending champion, 
Michelle Kwan. was fourth after 
faltering in a combination jump. 

"It felt great after having a 
bad short last year and being 

able to do a dean short this year 
■ gave me a lot of confidence," 
• said Lipinski who was 23rd af- 
ter the short last year and was 
15th after the free programme. 

The 14-year-old Upinski re- 
ceived marks up to 5.8, but the 
two 5.5s in for technical merit 

showed two judges were not im- 
pressed with her jumping. She 
barely gels off the ground but 
rotates quickly. Gusmeroli by 

contrast, is a slow turner with 

plenty of height on her jumps. 

Laic on Thursday, Canada’s 
Elvis Stpjko won the men’s title 
for the third time in the last four 

years, with the American, Todd 

El dredge, last year’s champion, 
second after Russia's Alexei Ur- 
manov, who led after the short 

program, had to withdraw with 

a pulled groin muscle. 


Basketball 

BU0WB5BI LEAGUE: leooarW 106 LauswOT. 

Cricket 

Waqar 'founts, Glamorgan's overseas 

player, writ miss the county's first Bn- 

tannic Assurance Cowity Championship 

match of the 1997 season due to in- 

ternational duties against Sri Lanka and 
in India and Singapore, 
senmo smbd nm pwth. me ***** 
or Hire Oueentoma 2E« to 4 IU P Mao 66, 5 

G Ire* 70. TJ Banby 67) v Mtastern Areoafco. 


Guyana 


iMtotar * Manchester L 

v rrerwnam (6.l5pmj 

ENGLAND UNDBKZL 


Bremreeni. Goes (Si Uiran), Qtasa (Aberdeen), 

KanOtn fttaansj. Harpar (Htdwntoi). Locks 

(Hearts). McCfcnlwy (St JotmoonB). Mdtanto 

(Hearts). M r — i n (MotfnmaQ. MrtMw o n 

(Queen of the SomtT), Matd no n ptonamocW. Hay- 

— th (Heam). HftcUe {Hearts), Rowan (Ab- 

attaeni. Tout* (Aberdeen). 

r — r i — 

«n Ire—LMM, 29 Until): GaatoMfm 

War Bata (barcetara). DU Correia (Braga). De- 

fender*: CHco Fonseca CSatpjera), PaoBnho 
‘ (Porto). Senate Ce nelefc i (Porto). 


La Corufla). ot- 

wtao (hwOTua). Nil a a n (Aasri UMa). Jotfla Coo- 

talFono). —tare: Parfro Martina ISpanmg 

Lisbreil. (Barcelona). Peuto Banco (Owxta) 

Rol Coats (Frewanai. Petan Sana (Bonsen 

Dortmutdl. Fbmants: iota Vtafca Mnto (Bon- 

Ilcai. Cadete (Mac). Mra Ba r H o aa (Sporant 

Lrsbor). Mm Bomaa (Bomsta). 

THURSDAY'S DOE RESUUS: EMapeee OHHNM- 

■ew cup Quart ar il— aarni lacAEXM* 

an 0 Pens 3t -German 3 (tads Sr- Germain ton 

J-0 an a&njpM: AIK Sataa 1 Barcelona 1 

/Barcelona win 4-2 on a&BgMt); FtaenDna 0 

Bstfca 1 ffta wnttna toSlat MWpMi Ur- 

erpool 3 SH Bom 0 0*0)3001 wfr 4-1 an «g- 

nttt. Dr Mart— La— • Prerefar DMatoo; 

Suti&uy Torn 4 BaUKk 0. ItaBood I jaa Mi a 

U n— aRwtPMMoBCttoti — IB na mrattac 

taaeMa Bnrar^h 2 SmchsorUgt 1. Stmlltaal 

ooeoad la* Hmcne Town 2 tthton Uid 3 (aec 

Uu ah 4-3 on MRptt). Ann taaur- 

■aaaCWtoatitonrMPBtalaMWBlMlOMl- 

liarO— UU.PMiaUrea(M 

Maine t— 2 SMKH tod OWarid Cup 

Asian zona Ora*: One (Xnata Lumpur): Sana) 

AatM 4 BangMnsh l; — syda 2 Taber a 

Golf 

1UBniftAIMSIHB(ftreiCaaa^MrMa- 

onttrandaeorei (BBorH ia4oaaa»Mfe 138 

LWfeSMrt 73 63. 137 >41 Ototobal (Sot 70 

67. 188 M HaDDarg Ohs] 67 71) N Btt8P 66 

TO. 130 reRrera (Stf 7069: J Haaggnan (S*m 

70 6K D Oufort 70 69. M0 E tarn CAtf 70 

70; □ EAmd (Sae) 72 GB: P Sjotond (Swe) 70 
70; A Hunter 67 73; S Hffldmon 60 71; K Tb- 

mcn Uanan] 68 73: S Wan (Aus) 70 70.3411 

eatndo (5rt 70 71: P IttcM GB 73: M Ftarto* 

TO 7269: P Breadhura 69 72. 143 C Suneaon 

CSpl T2 70; D D una m (Sp) 70 7* F Get (So) 

71 71; R Cotes 73 »; R Drummond 72 70; M 
tore M 72 j Payne 70 72: a Cooan 71 n. 
M3 M Jeroon (8 m) 69 74; M4 Mam Qpl 71 

72; 0 73 71; B Da<re 66 77; I Gvbutt 

7 J 70; STitoTl 72 R BoraD 71 7* F TatlWld 

(Fn ra 73: m Campbaa no 70 rap Bator 67 

7fli B May (U&1 72 71: P Urban: Co) 73 7ft S 

Stiurer (GM 72 7L 144 J Van da VWda (M 70 
74; ROaoman 73 71; R Jacquatn (Fr) 71 73; 

JRoDaon 7S6fcDM«cit)ft 74 TOjCOaraerffi) 

71 73; W Bairn 69 75: A Cejte (Gert 70 74: 

A Baal 69 75. 

BAY Ml MvroUKMNL (Oriaedo. norida) 

[ a e i Sn)( Bntreu n H spo res (Lgcnleo* s t ate 

« p Sarto—. G8 B AMMB, s Vwb, T woods, 

F Funk. 09 0 Um.J Dan B&ke. C tarty. S tats. 

PSwwt. PGaydos, T Ha. V3n0i (fipo. B tapr 
(Gnri. 70 L Matnaoe, NOmti Oqparo.TTryca.L 
town, C Bet*. N Pnw 0mrrWtnwi,EQa 
(SAi S Gunp, S tot. J Majuart. 5 Stnpaon, G 
Waft. 8 HenrsngBr. T HarnrCu Bores, r Kanato 


lands 39 Cor 4. 

Football 

Afl Nationwide Footbafl League Rest Di- 
vision matches on Sunday 4 May -the 
last day of the season - writ Welt-off at 
Lr30pm. 

TRANSFERS; Baonjr (kamOo (defender} Cam- 

Bndga Lnd bj Chelsea <£30(1000); aareUn Mre- 

bertan (mdMdert OcBnm m Doncaster. IknM 

Montana (tananO RetetMtoreP m Layton 00- 

anc Jaotia Forrester ftnard] Gomstw »Seun- 

ttarpe; Store Ftxbes (ntoMdv) Mtoal to 

Ctdmester; Milan Btrfan ( nW Se w l B tear- 

borough to Ctwflti rfWl 

LOANS: Lake W ea rer (paS cepetl Leyton On 

art to West Hare: w™ OMtal NMM Oafcc 

n Notrm0ram Rarest; Andy Sean (forward 

SnefleU (M la Bury; MDre New* (forward) Bmv 

foghorn to Broatart Cny, Ptad AtMa tdefendet) 

Bownemoutti to lacasw. 

UDAiS: Tbiv Tbontaa (datandan Tamara a las 
PaknaslSpl. 

FACARlJKHPR£MtOt5HH’Po«Jpoo»dni«tcb- 

sc Sot 5 Aprtt loceoa tr Shoffiefo Wednetday 

(plaWng MM IG Wad 7 May: Manchaa- 
w uid v Mfflflastrouai gMvfog Jiia 6 MaiMtM 

33Apfo EuMon vUubooS MM 16 W 

Maricheaoarura v Ncwcastia fnai Sal 32 Aprtb 

Sunderland vlremml 13 Ajwti. Ra- 

id retch! Ttaa S ttoy: Wret Ham * New- 


castle. Ndk-off tin* diaMaa i Sac 3 May: 

Utd (n.l5ami: LmtdooI 


h21 SQUAD (Rtandy « SwJt- 

1, 1 April): Roberts (Mddles- 

bceughl. Day (Crystal Pataca), P NaWfa 

(Msncrww um>. Carbon (Derbyt, Sdnsea (Aa- 

un wai, Rom tArsanan. Bmoreac (EtocMutA. 

Fretitaand ivuts Hon). HaB (Cortmty). Bowyar 

ILBBds JjJctacM rStieffiafo M tart, Hu j ftae tff - 

r^iregSeyTLwwpoor^l-^tarta (AsSTvSta) 

tirldtare iSwcwn a nd). H unM»re» iS t wlto B WBS. 

Brandt lEvmm. Huulwtibf (Cowrary). 
SCOTLAND UffflOtai SQUAD tEdrepaan lh>- 

itar-21 Cha re ploin h lp ooelflere * EM, 

FtalMtadc Btodtom, Stirllntf. 28 Hare* and v 

Ausria, Hr Ptfot. MgthanreM, lAprtl): Aretanon 

Ubenieeni. Bacan OUnamoeW. Buchan (Ab- 

erdeen). BHha WtranccM, Bantdaon (St Jahn- 

Oad» (Hfoenun), Oarmaln* (Watt 


(Japan), I Woman iGB). S Kendal, R Damron. 

SB: 71 N Faldo (GB); 7S S Ljto IGB). 
SUMWHBDMLE RWRSOMES Poarttl round 

(DanadRyta late raaetta): G Smoti (Combotiqr 

Keafo) and W Way (Auti be D QtBtt* Wteat Haxai 

and A Rayna (St Mellon) 8 and 4; A Reynoata 

(tayta Onqua Pens) and A Hen (Sand Martfosj 

bt SGataBherlharnmitn Part) end R Radar (Nave 

casde-under-Lytne) at 19th; M Pattner (MB Rida) 

and G MWrauy (Duhaf Dnw) be C Detar and W 

Daftw DQoaiMa HO 2 and i: jDobnon rtb* vaw 

ml D tanas (DfoK) RMre) be S Minay tOwnham 

PaiM and C Ladoa- (Hnsioda) 4 and 3: J Kemp 

and M warn (Jam OTtaunj be S Vtato IMOrnM 

and PSmnti IHareMd) 3 and %PStwman (Ash- 

ford) and P Pago (Danford) tK I Reay (toy) and 
0 Atadowton (Haecnaod) 3 and 2: J He# (Lady 

btaDi) and H Wadsworth (WPGEI) HM James 

(Banonod Owns) and C Rattan (ftyytaMd- Sw- 

im) 3 and 2; S WMfoi and J Jonaa (EnMd) M 
R E»» end M Naytar OtadeUto on ifom) at 21st. 

qoaitapflMlae atm end may be Rrenokfc and 

Hal 3 arc 2: RoHnaon and Jonas bt Paunar and 

vwrratay 1 note: Kamo and WJew M Sfwnnan 

and P^>2and 1: Kan and wsdreonn beWM- 
fln and Jones a 20m. 

toikaltag 

:lESK«o^n) l 3.0tafr 

; 2 T Ettrede* (US 3A 3 A 
Woidsi (Ru« s.5: 4 v ZunonmiX (UW 74): 6 
IKuWtffiusl 7 j, SB: llSCousra IBS, 


Rn^by Le^oe 

Gerald Ryan, chairman of the Auckland 

Rugby League and Super leaflet dub 

the AucMand Warriors, was yesterday 
elected president of the New Zealand 

Ru^vlfiafle-HeiepbcesGrahemCar- 

den, who meted eeifier this year. 

AUSTRALIAN 8UPSI LEAGUE: Aidta nd Wamora 

12 AMtoda Rama IB; Ma%M»m«Bii 12 

North Sydney a 

Ibqfby Unkm 

Brklgenifs prop Rwhart Shaw is out for 
the rest of the season with a knee in- 
jury that needs sur^ay 
CMsdan Loader; the Swansea and ih&les 

pop. has been admitted to hospital for 

tests fotoAing Ns back injury suffered 

in the match against Ergaro lest Sat- 
urday. 

Mike Ruddock, the Swansea and 

Emetfrift WBies coech, has accepted 

a three-year contract as the coaching 

director of the Irish prod nee Leinster. 

TWo other Welsh men ratong up similar 

positions with Irish piwinces are John 

Bevan, the former Wales union and 

leaflre wing, who will be taking charge 

of Ulster and Clive Griffiths, a former 

Wales Rugjy leaaie coach who is now 

atlreorchy. who b Munster. 


WORLD CUP SEVB4S (Hon( Koofl Pool A: 

Enttand 33 Canada 12: Zntbaiwe 42 Canada 

7.&Wnd 26 ambstws 7. Pool B: AuWaHa 

19Scodaidl9:5ctattand26tamonal4;/lus- 

tntita 38 Romania 7. Pool C:Ne«r Zealand 47 

Javfft 14. Torrea 3S Japan 7, Naw Zestand 21 

Toreta 7. Pool ft F# 59 Ponuffl 0. 1 
33 POnu04 12, R* 45 KonC Kong a I 
Franco 35USA 5. Korea 7 USA 33. Franca 38 

Korea 5. Pool ft Spam 26 Uoracco 5. Oook b- 

tanda 31 Morocco 17, Spain 31 Oook Hands 

12. Pool & Souh Aftfoa 45 At^ntlna 7. Ire- 

land 22 3t South Wnca 38 Ireland 

5. Pod H: wesiom Samoa 48 NsnUs 5. W*= 

12 Namfee 12; Watas 24 Western Samoa 26. 




TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

14 


Paito Mata, tbe coach of the 
Brazilian football dub itape- 
runa,was yesterday bOTried 
from --the touchDne for- 14 
months after dropf^ng hls 
trousers on the ptirih in protest 
at refereeing decisions during 
a recent match. 


FRANCE TEAM (r Itoty. OranaMa, todn): J- 

L Swtaunry: S Oigar. Y Detolpja. P Bondouy. 

PSawt-AndrfcDAucasia, 6 AccocebenyiM da 

Rourernore, M Dal More. FToumaba. O Mar- 
ta, HM«nn, A Costas, P Bonetren, F Itaious 
fcapO. 

SMht 


Speedway 

SPEEDWAY STAR CUP (Dura): IpMCh 47 PB- 
Htboreugh 43. 

Squash 

OLYMPIC CUT> WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT 

CAnbmfp) Q — rtartanat M Koran (Are) bt N 

Grafogr (SA) 9-1 94 M; C TMttl (SA) H M Bel 
Muti Si 9-1 84;RMaoee CBM bt L km (Are) 
4-9 9-6 9-1 6-9 B-8; J TrarttaU (Blgl bl R Gm- 
harn (Are) 9-10 9-4 9-3 9-4. 

Sumo 

SPItiNa OtAND TDURNHMBfT (OOBha. Jopaa) 

13tti day of IS: YWnare (7-S bt UkuOtato (4- 

91: SrMMme (74) bt Woo Aoeymre (8- 


9bcDafoWn(6-7);l 

S^ffiSSS 

55 SRES 1 ^" 


(S-7): Oa«*i (9-4) 
M(&8-21HAaa)»u- 
QbtDtonvi(108);Ko. 


TamahawB, (Ml H Dtorea 

. _ B-« otTocttremU 0-8): NDtaenidaM 

(5-8) bt Koumi (Ml: AMnomrna (K-S) bt Korea 

(3-1% Aaratio (7-ffl btltoo DM); NotatoiUBai 

(3-10) br Tamo (2-11): Ttaanotari (T-Bl bt Ko- 

(onstdg (7-63: Donflii (4-9) bt TSkswtt (6-7); 

Ttai o na w ia CU)^ bt Ganyu 150; Ahabono (31- 

2)btKutawtatanani(ll-a;Ta)anorita B Hll-abt 

Musoytana (6-7). ' -denotes afisenar 

fends 

UPTON gwa n ON a I P S ptuy P ta ca yiw) )i eta tag fl) 

Atonla Mm Hr»t roast J SUMme (Aus) br J 

Gatt 0Q6-3 6-2 N Hefcr (Gal be 0 van Srtiep- 


pnean (Nad) WZ 5-7 7-8; B Back Ore) eiAGau- 

otra 00 6-2 6-3; M TBunni (Swre) n L Rotn (SYl 7- 

6 6-1: J Novak (Cz Rep) bt J A VBxa (Spi 60 6-3: 

H Guny Vnti bt P tafir OuU 64 B-4; F Mtf&n 

(8b) bl M-K Garter (Da) 44 6-2 63; M Damm 

(CZFfort « C costa (S|DB- 15- 76-4. WOBWrttarv- 

Sfe®, nsffli: A RSurjwwffl (Rus) M N M»a0 

paoori) 6-2 60: L UcNal (US) a M Oremare ^35 

6-46-4.B BtaiarlGflil biSDa woe (Beb 6-36-1. 

ST PBBISBUm Mars oral Stoctot, aacsnd 

reaft M Sadi (Gen MO Csmporase 

4; K Ctataan (tou bt N Mtaawi (Pn) &4 64: 0 

OtoBre W bt^ 6 tank Ct tap) 63 7-« T jrfansson 

OM) M S Sfotoi (FW J6 6-3 6-3. Qnwtw-flnals: 

J Krestak (Steak} M M Norman iSwo) 6-3 2-6 7- 

5; R Haiai 00 bt A Oainani (B) &-7 &4 6-2: 7 

Jobanason (SMJ bt 0 DBUKS (Fr) 6-2 6-4; M SMil 
(Gal) bl K Codwn (Dan) 6-2 8-4. 


. _ . . re: 1 G Eacoda (An- 

dota) Imfo 30.66soc (46£8aK. 44.08sad: 2 

R Ntaohrea (Are) 2-3226 (46.43. 46-83): 3 S 
Cura (Aut) U2.65 (48.49. 44.16). MU 


dw-Brewn donfon) U5J9 {50-07, 4&.93J. 

Womb 1 C Dale (WGBk 2 E OmdpAndar- 

aon (DmedanaJ t-iosa mot, toosnas 
Ormond (Grandtanww) 1.19.09 (38212. 
4027J. 


IRISH MASTERS 
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SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


SKI HOTLINE' 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 1804- resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180-)- resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 

0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


Fbr a fax fist of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990100 843 


Snew reports 


Resort 

ANDORRA 

Comnwflt 

Am 

opm 

Lest 

snow 

liar 

ere 

Upp 

DIM 

Forecast 


3DG% 

100% 

1&2 
15 2 

80 

80 

140 
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Surahra 
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HriMiiu .. 

ftaiwti/t 

mRJGARIA 

...Vary good ataHig on gaoar 

—flowdar on Stubor doctor 

y 

303 

20J 

0 

5 

70 Snow, colder 
45 More snow 

BQIOVQt9, MIIMM< 

CANADA 

..fast siting or reason 

90% 

20 J3 

20 

60 

sore* STMTS 



100% 

193 

250 

285 


FRANCE 



VM diatom «. 

Courcbeni 

ITAUf 


90% 

95% 

303 

203 

95 

100 

230 Cold, sunny 
130 Seated 

tasGOTonata 
San Catslano 

NORWAY 


90% 

90% 

183 

183 

60 

15 

130 

70 

Sunsftm 
fine, sunny 



100% 

33 

60 

60 Sunny, calm 

niwtotoHM — 

Opan only in mM-aauon 
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95% 
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193 

10 

45 

100 

320 

OMfoe 

Clearer 




100% 

as 

160 

170 

Ptcnuty 
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Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 
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The rat race 

Trapping of a rodent fails to 
faze Venus Williams, page 28 


sport 


gATiremv ggMARCH 


Soar pointsway 

Phil Shaw talks to a Forest 
fan with a mission, page 30 



Loko blocks Liverpool’s route to 



Football 

NICK DUXBURY 


They were still going Joopy 
over Patrice Loko in the French 
capital yesterday when the news 
came through that the inmates 
from Airfield will be the next vis- 
itors to Paris St-Germain in the 
semi- finals of the Cup-Win- 
ners' Cup. 

The striker with a history of 
psychiatric problems scored a 


bat-trick in Athens on Thursday 
night and now stands between 
Liverpool and their first Euro- 
pean final since the Heysel dis- 
aster of 19S5. 

After disposing of the flaky 
SK Braun. Roy Evans is well 
aware of the threat posed by the 

27-year-old Frenchman. The 
holders can also call on the 
Brazilians, Leonardo and Rai. 

“One thing for sure if that we 
will be watching them several 
times between now and the 


game." the Liverpool manager 
said. ‘Trench football Is going 
through a renaissance and to get 
a result like they did in Greece 
is no mean feat." 

The 3-0 win against AEK 
Athens completed a remarkable 
turnaround in the fortunes of 
Loko, who needed a psychia- 
trist's couch two years ago af- 
ter suffering a mental 
breakdown brought on by the 
pressure of his transfer to P5G 
and domestic difficulties. 


4ar« Juans ' . ■ 

ft* «g ffiW* Swntf I* * 


PKkB&HBfel.vUMfllBGi ■ . 
ft* Afrit jwnrf W 

IMfli Cap i 
Tms*b»5CH*aM 


«a tgs 8 ws wwitffep 22 . 

Evans will take Liverpool to 
Paris on Thursday 10 April, with 
Loko and Co delighted to be at 
a “mythical" Anfield a fortnight 
later. "For us it is great. The sta- 
dium in Liverpool has such 


history and such atmosphere,” 
Jean Frangois Domergue, the 
PSG general director, said. 

If they overcome PSG, Liv- 
erpool wfll meet Barcelona - 
coached by the former England 
manager Bobby Robson - or 
Fiorentina in the final in Rot- 
terdam on 14 May. 

Alex Ferguson was granted 
his wish of an away first leg 
against Borussia Dortmund in 
the semi-final of the European 
Cup. “I am quite happy with 


that,’’ the Manchester United 
manager said. “If wedoour job 
properly and play as well as we 
have done in away games, then 
we are going to give ourselves 
a great chance." ■ 

The Dortmund coach, Ott- 
mar Hitzfeld, said the facthis 
(Mm were at home oxi 9 April 
was irrelevant. “It doesn’t mat- 
ter at all whether we play at. 
home or away. in the first leg. 
We’re just as strong away as at. 
home. Our game- In Anxerre 


I that. Wfe’re noil afraid of 
ngush football," .• 

Dqrtmund.wbn Krthjegs of 
thirir quarter-final against the 
French tfd&-wfoiwns the first 
match in Germatiy.3-1 mid! the. 
j' l^A-- v_n -Wa iri n p fn r the ■ 



ere. Joventus- or' Ajax, whose 
semi-final pairing isa repeatof . 
last year’s .finat' *• '" Y 

- ^Monaco, who sent Newcas- 
tie jacking from the Gefh Cup^ 
hare" been drawn agiast In- - 


tcrnazionale, while Tenerife 
ffl«^ Germany’s Schalkc 04 in- 
the other semi-firtall .< 
BManchesterUmlcdaDd Lh> 

erpool’s are to he given a TV 
breather. In order lo. ease the . 

dubs-’ heavy. progratWPC, Skv 

will televise UnKcd's Premier- . 
ship game at Leicester (kick-off 
11.15am) and'IivwpooEsJwaie- 

'il. n . m i'iT AM l 


May instead of exercising 
opfiou to switch the games to 
^Sunday or Monday. .. . , ■ 


Souness 
angry at 
Le Tissier 
call-up 


MARK BURTON 


Glenn Hoddle's inclusion of 
Malt Le Tissier in his England 
squad for next week's friendly 
against Mexico was always like- 
ly to provoke controversy but 
the campaign for the Channel 
Islander's international career 
to be on hold, perhaps perma- 
nently, acquired an unlikely 
cheerleader yesterday. 

Graeme Souness. Le Tester s 
manager at Southampton, 
thinks the midfielder should not 
be called up. but his concern is 
Liver fitness and not ability. 

The England coach told a 
news conference yesterday that 
Le Tissier had confirmed his fit- 
ness to play, but Souness had 
said after Wednesday's defeat 
at Chelsea that Le Tissier was 
not able to play 90 minutes be- 
cause of foot and groin problem. 

Souness said on Radio 5 Lhv. 
"I spoke to the player yesterday 
after he received the call from 
Glenn Hoddle. He was going to 
tell Glenn that he didn't fed he 
could do himself justice because 
of the injury. But Glenn Hod- 
dle has insisted on putting out 
a story totally different to the 
one Malt told me." 

Le Tissier himself had said af- 
ter the Chelsea game that he 
wanted to play for England. At 
his news conference Hoddle 
said: *Tvc spoken to Mail and 
he assures me he could've 
played at Chelsea. He said that 
the injury has been no different 
to how it's been for the last six 
or seven games. We'll chat 
when we get together. Whatever 
reasons for Graeme not playing 
him aren't for me to commcni. 
If Graeme warns to speak he 
can alen me to the situation. y We 
weren't alerted so we've selected 
him. The fact that he played on 
Saturday and came off the 
bench ai Chelsea doesn't sug- 
gest the player was injured.” 

Hoddle has already made 
clear that every player selected 
for the Mexico game will he or- 
dered lo attend the squad's 
Buckinghamshire hotel so that 
the England medical team can 
check their fitness. "Dial is lo 
prevent fit players being with- 


drawn by their clubs, with Hod- 
dle pointing out: “If they can 
play for their clubs and not for 
us, that would be unfair." 

Hoddle took pains to indicate 
he did not believe such a 
thought would cross the minds 
of managers. He said: “A lot of 
them were international players 
and would not have been hap- 
py if it had happened to them." 

Sheffield United are poised 
to sign Aston Villa defender 
Carl Tiler after the dubs agreed 
an undisclosed fee for him. 
The Blades' manager, Howard 
Kendall, will discuss personal 
terms with the 27-year-old cen- 
tre-back next week. 

England Under-2I coach, 
Peter Taylor, has named five un- 
capped players in his squad for 
the 1 April friendly against 
Switzerland at Swindon. The 
Middlesbrough goalkeeper, 
Ben Roberts, is included for the 
first time along with West 
Ham's Rio Ferdinand, Sun- 
derland’s Michael Bridges, and 
Blackburn's Marlon Broomes. 
Middlesbrough's Phil Stamp 
had previously been selected but 
had to withdraw injured. _ 

Roy Hodgson is planning a 
clear out at Blackburn Rovers, 
with Lars Bohinen on his hit list 
The manager- in -wailing wants 
to move out half a dozen play- 
ers who are not regularly in the 
first team bringing in new blood. 

Uwe Rosler's Manchester 
Chy days could be over this week. 
He may be swapped for the Sun- 
derland striker, Craig Russell be- 
fore the transfer deadline. The 
German has been a target of the 
Sunderland manager. Peter 
Reid, who wants to sign a 
goalscorer before Thursday. 

Tony Yeboah s future at Leeds 
looks even more uncertain after 
he pulled out of their squad. The 
Ghanaian striker, who last week 
threw his shirt at the Leeds 
bench after being substituted at 
Tottenham, declared himself un- 
fit with a hamstring problem for 
the visit to Sheffield Wednesday. 

Leeds' manager. George 
Graham, said the club's medical 
staff could not find anything 
wrong with the player. 

Newcastle Dotation success, 
page 24 
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England’s Neil Back (right) stops Canada's captain John Graf in his tracks during England’s 33-12 victory yesterday 
on the opening day of the Hong Kong Sevens tournament Photograph: Chris Turvey/Empics 


Rugby Union 


Drizzle . and cfoudjumg over 
the Rilgby Wprld/Cup Sevens' 

. yesterday bnt failed todarripen . 
' spfrils as lie last Sevens tour- 
nament to he staged in Hong 

. . yrhe fird. day’s matefaeswera 
in essence; warm-up matches 
■. with rid 'one knocked out bnt 

the results and number pf tries- 

. today’s^^OT^'rdoncL - 
• Wales were the main hard: 
luck story of the first .day;' 
' drawing 12-12 with Namibia! 
and then losing 26-24 to West- 
ern Samoa despite leading 
with less than a minute to go. 
That left them fanked-16 of the 
24 teams, below dhe: likes . of 
Zimbabwe, Tonga and/ the 
Cook Islands. 

Ravaged by injuries, they 
seemed set for victory against 
Samoa thanks toafry with-45 ! 
seconds temahuUgby Gareth 
Wyatt but tbey were-peoaHsed 
for the Mdc-off not going TO . 
yards, and ffiep aiknved Senfo' , 
Sititi to break through three: 
tired challenges forthe decesive 
: score. •" ^ 

.Wfeles now face the top 
seeds . Fiji, seven tnrie Hong 
' Kong .wnu&JBa .in the early 
hours of this mortring-Nainib- 
■ ia will again be among the op- 
(t'ppsitiop m the -group stage 
. V*fi* idfeddes wfo reaches the 
• quarteT-finak' V"/ - v •/ 
Tjiri eight yrinrifers- of the 
groups go imo; tomorrow ’s 
knock-out competition .with;, 
ffie secondhand third placed 
: teams goinginto consolation 
competitions. 

• J . Wiles coukJ flake a dam for. 
-.the /fry of the first day when 


,. .Pontypridd's Kevin Morgan 
, took.the ball behind his own \ ' 
posts before “finding a gap to j • 
race jnst over 100 metres!fpr .j 
: the score against Namibia. 

' Eagfand. defending tfetitle ^ 

‘ they, surprisingly won; at ■ 
Mrurayfidd femry ears Ogtt bad j 
a^elatiyely easy d^witotwo -[ 
wins over Ganada, iJ-i2, and ; 
Zimbibtme. 2ft-7/ Seeded sk. \ 

- they pto? the Cook Islands ] . 

- arid Crinada kxjEy:.T>‘. 1 

‘ .The. only bad news -for on : 
Englajod .was .Ttre m to t 

r Rjiiard.H2Lwho hniped off j 
.^y m af- j 

tef aggravating: an! old anlde 
problem. • - 

. ‘Ireland - 'lost both their j 
games, 3J-22 agalnsi Argerni- j 
namid3&-5 to South Afncuto > 
be seeded i^h. The good news ; 

Is that 'they are mthe same ' ; 
goup as the hosts, Hong Kong. ! 
The bad news is that they have i 
} to piay/ South Africa again. . 

*' Scotland, seeded ninth, win j 
ftqe AtaaraUaagain.lt took the j 

special skffispf David Campese i 
tp save the WhOabies from de- f 
feat in thefirst game. Coming ! 
on as a substitute with his side j 
' trailing 19-5 he led the come- 1 
back and fais late conversion \ 
levdledfhescorcsat 19-19.1he \ 
dtlwif teiun; in their group. » j 
^Portugal. : I -. 

Sevens experts Fiji lived up j 
tatbefrbillingasfavourhes,iop- 
-ping theseedings after totalling j 
104 points without reply. i 

’ New Zealand, winners of the 1 
Hong Rong Sevens Tor the-1 •• 
past three years, were nexer : 
stretched as they defeated j 
Japan 47-14 an d Tbnga 21-7. Ek X 
a quirk of the seeding, thejV -- 
play the same teams again, j 
; Results, Sporting Digest, i 
page 31. 'i 


IN MONDAY’S INDEPENDENT 


'0tir^ij(ys-were underprepared 
when they reached 
Zimbabwe. Some of them 
perhaps hadn't done 
enou0t for that Test series 
because they'd put bats down 
'■ and they hadn't practised 
for two months. Their skills 
w&dn't honed sufficiently 
&en for a trip to vrhat 
people were classing 
as a minor Test nation' 
Mke Gattmg 
is the Monday Interview 



Confusion over 
demolition of 
Crystal Palace 


Ori&tidiedtiylfcwp^ l Canada Squal^ Cjnaij Wharf. Loedm ! 

EU5DL. and pin ual ai Mium C*)k)tir Prim, St Albans Read. Watfonl . . . ’ j 

SatmUaf 32 Mai* IW7 Bupgrmi a» a u ci njMjJ O wMi fte'fast'Qtfcc J 


Athletics 
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Friday’s solution 
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UQQEIDDQI^t UQBQH 


BQHBH LaQQEJQUaia 


Last Saturday's solution 
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By Phi ACROSS 

I Shady types dressed up in 
denim mode? (4-5 j 

6 Early chieftain not working 
with Angles, initially (4) 

10 Farewell announcement 
that is presented bv Union- 
ist!?) 

I I One. huge, absorbs first of 
punches without expression 
\9) 

12 Place for washing sporting 
equipment, taking time in 
the middle ^4-3) 

13 Brings warmth lo the ears 
afresh (7) 

14 Superior attitude in broad- 
casts with good contests (4. 

3. 6) 

17 Novel implication of in- 
cest? (4, 3. 6) 

21 Failure to identify first- rate 
ballad one recalled (7) 

22 Almost put up with receiv- 
ing one Conservative an- 
swer (7) 

24 Disrupting most of Univer- 
sity is causing annoyance 
( 9 ) 

!> Arab with two receiving 
King. Ace and Queen (5) 

26 Part of year occurring in 
the bier months (4) 

27 Boozer ready’ to swallow 
water containing a drop of 
Pernod in other words (2, 

15) 

The Brn the correct solutions to this week's puzzle opened next Hum- 
dip receive bard backed copies of the new Oxford Dictionary or Quotations. 
Answers and winners' nanus trill be published next Saturday Send sols- 
boas to Sa to rdav Crossword. R O. Box 4018. The Independent, 1 Canada 
Square. Caun Wharf, London E14 5BL. Please use the box number and 
postcode and ghre yonr own postcode. Lost week’s winners: Junes 
Bosworth. Loudon WCJt Richard Dean. Alteater, G Uo Idiots. Edcbastoo; 
Erk Read, ftwkj Reels J McEwan. C hin did own. 


1 Passed on rhythm for one 
tramping (S) 

2 Damp vapour conceals 
nothing (5) 

3 Sacred peak? SOS - a 
man turns up drunk here! 
(5,9) 

4 Part of finger fixed round 
book (4-3) 

5 "Traveller entering Euro- 
pean chy upset ruler (7) 

7 Meal? Donkey hicks into 
fine grain with energy (9) 

8 Reluctant to state limits 
of statute (6) 

9 Watches for breaking sto- 
ries undeviatinglv (2. 3, 4, 

15 What will echo list curi- 
ous person picked up? (9) 

16 Dancing skater is a star 

(S) 

18 Rodngo's farewell, pen- 
ning a grand few pieces 

(7) 

19 Split up hellish cult? (7) 

20 Greek character em- 
braced by former 
Catholic (6) 

23 Say friend in France 
turned up picture (5) 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


Campaigners defending Lhe 
athletics facilities at Crystal 
Palace hailed a major victory 
yesterday after repons that the 
threat of imminent demolition 
had been removed and a pledge 
made to install a new £3 25m in- 
door training centre at the site. 

But the picture was thrown 
into confusion last night when the 
Sports Council issued a statement 
saying that no decisions over the 
future use of Crystal Palace had 
yet been taken. “Athletics is still 
an option." a spokesman said. 
“But the whole business wQl be 
considered at a further meeting 
involving Bromley Borough 
Council on 12 May." 

The Bromley council, which 
is due to take over the Crystal 
Palace lease from the Sports 
Council, had previously an- 
nounced its intention to save 
f lm by demolishing the Na- 
tional Stadium’s main stand, 
track and indoor training area. 

The storm of protest has this 
week succeeded in winning sup- 
port from the Sports minister, Iain 
Sproat, who responded lo a wide- 
spread lobbying campaign and 
pledged bis support for the ath- 
letics facilities, saying that it was 
hs intention that the faculties con- 
tinued to be provided until bea- 
ter ones were on offer elsewhere. 

But yesterday there were re- 
ports that the Sports Council’s 
executive director, Derek Casey, 
had said that the stadium and 
track would remain and that the 
new facility would be built. 
Campaigners, who had pre- 
sented a 12^00-signature peti- 
tion at the House of Commons 
on Tuesday reacted with d eligh t. 
"It is great news for athletics 


“Some hard negotiations lie 
ahead but X hope that people 
will now be able to go forward 
together for the good of sport. 

“We owe that to the thou- 
sands of young people whose 
talent and fulfilment we have 
the privilege and fespon$ib3iJfrr 
of developing." if the dembii- 
rion plans go through, London 
would be left without a major 
athletics venue pending the re- 
construction of Wembley, and 
no indoor facilities. 

Simmons thanked the- cam- 
paigners who had helped to 
bring the matter to prominence' 
in recent weeks. They included 
the former Olympic athletes 
Steve Ovett and Dave Bedford 
and curreat athletes such as 
Donna Fraser and Judy Oakes. 

There was all-party support 
for the campaign from Tferenoe ; 
Higgi ns , the Toiy backbencher, ‘ 
Kate Hoey (Labour) and Men- 
zies Campbell (Liberal Demo- 
crat). Hoey, a major- supporter 
and herself a - former high 
jumper for Northern Ireland, 
added: Tm pleased that the 
Sports Councu is committed to 
supporting the athletes who 
use Crystal Palace. The pro- 
posals announced will defi- 
nitely move the spdrt forward 
and give a great boost to ath- 
letics in London and the south." 

Sally Gunnell, the foi?ner 
world and Olympic 400 metres 
hurdles champion and current 
British team captain', added: “I 
am absolutely delighted. 

“Right from the age of 12' 
when my dad used to drive me 
all the way from our fann^in 
Chigwell to train there I knew- 
there was nowhere else like the 
Palace. It'svital for sHthid ath- 
letes in London and the" south 
that it wffl'continue to keep go- 
ing. It's especially good newsfor 
the future generations ofathleies 


in this country." said Richard 

Simmons, the national sprint . andtlmtiswliylhavetffld«fthe< 
coach who has led thf* nmi«it campaign 100 percent" 


■ ■ ■ 


coach who has led the protests. 
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